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WARMINSTER COMMON: 



THE STEPS BY WHICH IT HAS ADVANCED 

FBOK m 

FORMER STATE OF NOTORIOUS VICE, IGNORANCE, 
AND POVERTY, 

TO ITS 

PRESENT STATE OF MORAL AND SOCIAL 
IMPROVEMENT. 



** Let not ambition mock their nseftil toil. 
Their homely Joys, and destiny obscure ; 

Nor grandeur hear, with a disdainM smile, 
The short and simple annals of the poor." 



"And he said unto me. Son of man, can these bones live! And I 
answered, O Lord Gon, thou knowest. Again he said unto me, Prophesy 
upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bcnes, hear the word of the 
Lord."— EzEKiEL xxxvii. S, 4. 

" So I prophesied as he conmianded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army."— 
verse 10. 



TO WmCH IS ADDKD, 



AN ACCOUNT, NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED, OF NUMEROUS 

AND IMPORTANT CURES PERFORMED BY THAT 

WONDERFUL AGENT, 

"MEDICAL ELECTRICITY." 



BY W. DANIELL. 



WARMINSTER: RICHARD E. VARDY. 
LONDON: 
SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, AND CO. 
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PREFACE. 



For many yeaxs^ I have had an impression on my 
mind that it would be an interesting work^ if some one 
would write " A History of Warminster Commxm^^ — 
heretofore a place of no ordinary celebrity, as it 
respects its gross ignorance^ and deep moral degra- 
dation. As there is now no one living that is 
competent to do this, even in an imperfect way, but 
myself, and as my season also for labouring in the 
vineyard must soon end, I have therefore ventured 
on the work. When I first suggested the idea to our 
Sunday-school teachers, and others, my esteemed 
helpers in the Lord's blessed work, there was in a 
moment such a simultaneous burst of sacred joy, 
manifested, especially among the dear children, that I 
could not help concluding that ^' the thing proceeded 
from the Lord ;" and, notwithstanding my numerous 
other avocations, it was all but completed in about 
four months, — my memory, aided by written docu- 

a3 
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VI. PRBFACB. 

ments preserved in reference thereto^ became so 
fertile^ and the satisfaction felt^ as I proceeded^ was so 
solid^ — I was, as it were, constrained to write ; and, 
in spite of every effort to suppress and abridge the 
subjects, it has swelled to the present, I had almost 
said unwonted, size. [There are many fragments of 
the same bread, remaining ungathered.] 

The reason why I have since interspersed other 
mattery is, somewhat to relieve the monotony of the 
history; and, because it would otherwise, perhaps, 
have been of so local a nature as to attract very little, 
if any, distant share of attention. Its importance 
chiefly consists in shewing what the faithful adminis- 
tration of the pure truths of Almighty God will, if 
persevered in, in due time infallibly accomplish in the 
most barbarous places, even by feeble instruments, 
whether they are ministerially ordained or not, — 
whether in or out of the boasted "succession." — 
'' Dagon^^ must eventually fall before the ark. 

The most difficult, and by far the most unpleasant 
part of this work has been, what relates to the op- 
posing " spirit of the times^^ referred to in cliapters 
18 and 19, then so powerfully in operation. I can 
truly say, that scarcely a line of it was written without 
mental pain. Indeed, for some time, I hesitated as to 
whether I would publish it at ally but rather (as that 
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spirit had subsided) let it pass into silent oblivion — 
calling it ^Hhe reproach of Christ," and placing it 
wholly to His blest account. But I solemnly declare, 
that, in this case, my disquieted mind could not get 
that dispensation : I truly lingered herein, till I felt, 
or feared " His vnthering froum,'*^ The fact is, it was 
a most deliberate, open, and combined attack, on the 
gospel privileges specially granted by the grace of 
Almighty God, to the numerous, long-neglected, but 
waiting poor of Warminster Common. Be it ever 
remembered, that nothing less than total annihilation 
of that religious cause, was long and powerfully aimed 
at. As such, therefore, it must be publicly reproved. 
Thanks, never-ceasing, be given to our kind Almighty 
Friend and Helper, it marvellously stood the shock, 
and soon became more than conqueror. I can assure 
my readers, that I have laboured hard to soften every 
expression relating thereto, so far as is consistent with 
retaining truth ,* and some that were recorded, I have 
wholly suppressed. I sincerely hope, that time, and 
more matured experience in divine things, will con- 
vince the opposing parties, not oiily of their • error, 
but of the important fact, that the blessed Redeemer 
can, and will, whenever He pleases, with or without 
human concurrence, raise up His own peculiar instru- 
ments, and honour them too, with great and lasting 
success ; causing the so-called foolish things of this 
world to confound the wise, (1 Cob. i. 27.) ,* and will. 
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sooner or later, teach opposers^ that '^ he that toucheth 
you, toucheth the apple of mine eye." May the 
merciful and gracious Lord God, of His infinite good- 
ness, speedily grant in this, and in all similar cases, 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth ; 2 Tim. 
ii. 25. 

As much of the said disagreeable controversy 
arose (as it was said) from the work being carried-on 
by an 'insignificant, uneducated, and unauthorized 
preacher :" let it be well understood, that] precisely 
the same objections will apply (if at all) to the 
numerous herein-recorded cures, performed by that 
inestimable gift of Almighty God to man, called 
*' Medical Electricity," for there never was the least 
medical education, authority, or assistance, either 
sought or afforded, throughout the whole of that 
highly -important and beneficial undertaking. — '^Choos- 
ing things that are not, to bring to nought things that 
are."— 1 Cor. i. 28. 

Great Shepherd and Bishop of Souls 1 who didst 
amidst much opposition from " the kindred spirit of 
the times'^ of that day (Mark xi. 27.), so humble 
Thyself, as greatly to mourn over and gladly to 
preach Thy own pure gospel to " sheep which had no 
shepherd," (Matt. ix. 36), and to call the poor, 
who were not offended thereat, blessed (Matt. xL 6.) 
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mercifully be pleased to pour out of Thy Spirit, and 
still confirm it in their willing, waiting hearts. May 
they be always the objects of Thy peculiar care and 
blessing — ^more especially, we beseech Thee to look 
graciously on the needy numerous inhabitants of 
Warminster Common : continue them in Thy love : 
ever give them pastors after Thy own heart : make 
them rich in faith, and heirs of Thy everlasting king- 
dom. Accept, I humbly beseech Thee, this feeble 
but grateful offering to Thy blessed cause, and make 
the reader, as well as the writer, wise unto salvation. 
Amen. 

" And, moreover, because the preacher was wise, 
he still taught the people knowledge ; yea, he gave 
good heed, and sought out, and set in order many 
proverbs. The preacher sought to find out acceptable 
words ; and that which was written was upright, even 
words of truth." — Eccles. — xii. 9, 10. 



Wakminster, Nov. 1850. 
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WARMINSTER COMMON. 



CHAPTER I. 



LOCALITY AND HISTOET. 

Warminster Common, as it may naturally be 
supposed, originally meant the Common of War- 
minster \ that is, the unenclosed or waste lands of 
the parish. It is only that part thereof which 
has been builded on, of which we are speaking. It is 
situate about half a mile southward of the town, and 
forms a separate hamlet. It is in the Coun^ of 
Wilts, and its population, last census was 1455. How 
the said Common first became inhabited, it is now 
quite impossible to say. It appears that formerly, 
any poor person who could find the means of erecting 
a hut or hovel, might, and did, take possession of T^hat 
land he wanted for the purpose, no man gainsaying. 
There was a strong inducement so to do, for whom- 
soever would, fed a cow, or pigs, or other cattle, on 
the said Common ; cut and sold furze, digged turf 
for fuel, and stones for building ; but, chiefly, I pre- 
sume, on account of the beautiful perennial spring 
of purest water (far above all price) which runs 
throughout the village from west to east, which con- 
stantly supplies the whole population. It ritfes in a 
meadow nearly surrounded with low hiBs adjoining 
Longleat Park, about five furlongs distant, issuing 
from several small orifices, and discharging at its 
source some twenty or thirty gallons per minute ; in 
its progress other springs unite therewith. It richly 
deserves far more attention than it ever yet has had 
to preserve its purity ; and no doubt it would be well 
if the inhabitants of die tovm made more use of it. 

B 
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2 LOCALITY AND HISTORY. 

[After a month of uninterrupted fine weather, (July 
16th^ 1849), I measured^ at its entrance into the 
village at Rehobath, the quantity which then issued 
from the said united springs^ and I found it to be 
seventy-six gallons per minute. I am quite certain 
that no other water whatever was then combined 
therewith. TTiat which runs in the new channel, 
(about four or five gallons per minute), is not in- 
cluded. There are numerous springs running in 
other and dififerent directions besides the above, 
within about a mile of this locality, all issuing pro- 
bably from the same unknown and inexhaustible 
source. From observations made as to the total of 
the said supply, I suppose it cannot be less than from 
eight to ten thousand hogsheads every twenty-four 
hours. Well might it be asked with wonder and 
adoration, what is their value to the tens of thousands 
which they bless, and whence do they originate ? 
" He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run 
among the hills." Psalm civ. 10.] In process of 
time it appears that numerous cottages were erected, 
most of mem contiguous to the said water-course, 
each having from three or four to ten perches of 
garden attached ; and a population of some amount 
became located. 

About the year 1727 the Workhouse at the 
Common was erected by Lord Weymouth, in ex- 
change (so it is said) for some of the waste lands. 
There was much division of opinion and strife gene- 
rated among the rate-payers on the subject ; some of 
them contending, that workhouses in parishes did 
more h^rm than good. It was confidently asserted, 
and I believe it was a fact, that his Lordship actually 
offered at this time, to contract to keep the whole of 
the chargeable poor, in perpetuity, provided that the 
proprietors«woidd assign over to him, in fee, all the 
waste or unenclosed lands belonging to this parish. 
Be it remembered, that no able-bodied man in those 
days ever applied for parochial relief. The poor, 
both in and out of the workhouse, were many of 
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LOCALITY AND HISTORY. 6 

them employed in the manufacturing of woollen 
broad-cloth, which then formed a great part of the 
trade of the town ; much of the said work being 
done at their own houses, partly by women and 
children. 

After the erection of the workhouse, a committee 
met there weekly, to give such orders as to the 
admitting, employing, and supporting inmates, as 
they thought proper ; keeping. minutes of their pro- 
ceedings, very much like the present Boards of 
Guardians, — ^but it never answered the expectations 
of its supporters ; at length it dwindled away, and 
the whole management of the poor fell back again 
into the hands of the overseers and vestries. 

Somewhere about the year 1770, it is said, an effort 
was made by the Lord of the Manor of Warminster, to 
make the whole of the said cottage property tributary 
or leasehold, the same as he had recently done at the 
adjoining village of Crockerton. For this purpose, 
on a set day, a public dinner was provided at the Bell 
Inn in the said village; a ticket of invitation was 
left at each house, and notice given that each pro- 
prietor of a cottage was to pay a penny. Previously 
to the appointed dinner-meeting, however, some 
meddling officious person (there are always such you 
know to be found on such occasions, — I think I could 
name him) thinking that his lordship's splendid and 
extensive domain was quite sufficient to support him 
and his family in their wonted wealth and dignity, 
without his coveting the hovels of the poorest of the 
poor, came to the conclusion, forsooth, that the pro- 
posed transaction very much resembled the one 
recorded in scripture, of wealthy king Ahab and his 
poor neighbour Naboth : and therefore, kindling 
with indignation at it, he immediately went round to 
them, and suggested that the said invitation to dinner 
was only a snare to entrap them. Ignorant and 
depraved as they then generally were, they easily 
took the hint, and — ^behold! the steward and his 
friends had all the dinner to themselves ; for not one 
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4 LOCALITY AND HISTORY. 

of the cottage-holders attended. And well and truly 
do they deserve the richest thanks of all their 
posterity^ for this noble act of just and laudable 
independence: for thereby the whole of the said 
cottage property soon became their freehold^ (ex- 
cepting one cottage^ of which it is said^ that it did 
afterwards comply). And if any thing tends here- 
after to raise this place into any measure of respecta- 
bility and importance^ surely this act must have no 
smaU share therein : so complete was the failure^ that 
it never afterwards was attempted. It would not do, 
you know, to proceed to forcible measures with such 
^* Barbarians J* Solemn truths should sometimes be 
spoken, and I must not refrain on this occasion. If I 
tnought that a voice from Warminster Common could 
be heard at a distance, I would humbly say to the 
great and noble, if all of them knew what I know, 
nobility and their stewards would not probably be so 
anxious to '^take tithe of mint, and anise, and 
cummin," of their inferiors, as some of them are said 
to be. 

I have known four generations of the illustrious 
family referred to ! Shortly after " Earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust," had been read over the 
vault of his late lordship (whose sun went down ere 
noon), I had occasion to walk through a part of his 
splendid domain, and I shall never forget the deep 
solemnity which I felt, when I recollected what awful 
events I had there witnessed! What important 
changes about fifty years had produced ! ^towards, 
bailiffs, officers, servants, all gone. Inexorable 
death, with a grim frown, sternly said, or seemed to 
say to me, '* What doest thou here, vain mortal ? This 
is my undisputed empire : here I reign absolute : 
What is nobility or even royalty to me ?" Every tree, 
every animal, every object, wore a gloomv aspect, 
hanging down its weeping head, mournndly and 
distressingly saying " These have no master ^^ Vanity 
of vanities, au is vanity! And such a spiritual 
death, such a perfect crucifixion to the world, did 
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these reflections produce in me^ that it seemed I 
would not accept all I saw around me as a gift. 
Deeply feeling also my own unquestioned £railty^ my 
humbled soul, responsive, endeavoured, however 
feebly, I trust, to look upward, and to lay more 
firmly hold than ever on the blessed hope set before 
me in the everlasting Gospel: That sure foundation— 
That lif(^ eternal Adoring the only Lord of the 
Manor now found here. Creator of heaven and 
earth ! Great arbiter of life and death ! 

^^The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, 
And all that beaaty, all that wealth e'er gave* 

Await alike the inevitable hour; 
The paths of glory lead bat to the grave *' 

'^ A little pomp, a little sway, 
A sanbeam in a winter's day, 
Is all the great and mighty have, 
Between the cradle and the grave.*' 

Who was the originator of the scheme alluded to, 
I cannot tell ; I was only a boy when 1 followed the 
then Marquess to his grave. Certainly it was not 

Mr. , for a more kind, virtuous, and humane 

man, never breathed the vital air. Truly was he 
found a faithful and wise steward: high and low, rich 
and poor, loved him : full well do I know him to 
have been a father to the fatherless, a husband to the 
widow ; '^and when the eye saw him it blessed him." 
(My personal acquaintance with, and great obligations 
to him, must be allowed to excuse this grateful 
tribute, if it should appear profuse.) He was univer- 
sally known as one of the most conclusive arbitrators 
in the kingdom: and what a peace-maker! — strife 
and contention ceased the moment that he interfered. 
I presume that titles, wealth, and power, securely rest, 
under such wise and mild superintendence : and 
nobility, when associated with such stewardships, 
must always be respected and honored. It is meet 
therefore that his memorial should not perish with 

him: — 

<^ The sweet remembrance of the just, 
ShaU flourish when he sleeps in dust." 
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6 LOCALITY AND HISTORY. 

Oh what language can describe the terrible shock 
felt throughout this county, on that melancholy day 
when the death of Mr. T. D., of Horningsham, was 
so unexpectedly announced ! 

The following document^ which is still preserved^ 
will give some information as to the state of parochial 
aflFairs in Warminster, in and about the year 1785 : — 

" WE whose Names are hereunto subscribed, being a 
<< Committee appointed by the Vestry at the last general 
'' Easter Meeting, to examine the Accounts of Mr. John 
" Daniel, the acting Overseer of the Poor of this Parish, 
** and to consider whether any and what addition should 
" be mad$ to his Salary ; Do certify that we have duly 
** examined the Parish Accounts since the appointment of 
'' the said John Daniel to the said office, that is to say, 
"for the years 1783— 1784— and 1785, and have com- 
'^ pared the same with the Accounts of the Nine Years 
''immediately preceding, during which nine years the 
" business was managed by the four Overseers, and find 
" the comparison to stand as follows, viz. — 

"Average of the Expenditure for J , , gg ,7 Oper ann. 

" 9 years, from 1774 to 1782 . j *^ 

"Average of 3 years, 1783—1 784 \ 

"and 1785,including all Debts f ingg 

" due from the Parish at Easter ^ 

laSb ••• ••• •«• ••• •••¥ 
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" Decrease the last 3 yeaHS 40 II 6 per ann. 

" N.B. — The Expense of the last Three Years has been 
" considerably increased by the late severe winters, as 
" also by the Increase in the County Rates, and other 
" unavoidable expenses during those three years. 

" We are of opinion that the appointment of the said 
" John Daniel to be acting Overseer, has certainly been 
"very advantageous to the Parish, and that it will be 
"highly necessary that all the Certificates, Bonds, In. 
"dentures. Orders and other Papers, belonging to the 
" Parish should be properly arranged and methodized, and 
" fair entries thereof made, by the said John Daniel, in a 
" Book for the use of the Parish ; and that a great saving 
" might be made to the Parish, if the Poor, not in the 
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" Workhouse, were paid more frequently, in many cases, 
" at their own houses : that in consideration of the said 
** John Daniel's undertaking to do the same, an addition 
'' of Ten Pounds should be made to his Salary for the 
" present year, commencing at Easter last. 

** Upon an examination of the Parish Accounts, it 
'^appearing clearly to us that the Maintenance of the 
" several Poor Persons in the Workhouse, costs the Parish 
" (over and above their labours) upwards of 2s. a week 
" per head ; whereas those who receive constant pay out 
" of the Workhouse are relieved for less than Is. a week 
" each, — We recommend to the Parish that, it would be 
" much for their interest to keep as few Persons in the 
** Workhouse as possible ; and to put none there that can 
" properly be relieved at their own houses, or boarded 
" at the houses of others. 

"P. WARREN 
"GEO. LYE 
"THOS. DAVIS." 

For the Year 1789 the Parish Expenditures were 
£ 793 •13*2 

For 'the Yew 1791, £ 1018 : 4 ; 5. 

In 1779 An Act of Parliament was obtained for 
enclosing all the waste lands of this parish : it was 
about four years that the work was in progress. The 
Award was signed by the Commissioners, 22nd Nov. 
1783. 

Hoases. Inhabitants. 
Population of the Common in 1781 200 1015 
Of the whole Parish including the ^ q^^ 4209 

Common . • . • . . \ 

By the enclosure of the waste knds, the poor, of 
course, lost all their privileges of digging and cutting 
fuel, selling furze, and also of feeding cattle thereon, 
excepting the small portions left by the Enclosure 
Commissioners for their use, at the sides of the different 
highways and by-ways of the parish. At this time 
the subject of cottage tenure was again agitated, but 
no hostile measures adopted. 

May we not here ask the question, in reference to 
this transaction, whether those numerous poor persons, 
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8 LOCALITY AND HISTORY. 

who^ >vith their ancestors, had always enjoyed a free 
and unquestioned right to the use of the said 
Common, and who had domiciled themselves thereon 
with that understanding had not morally, if not 
legally, an equal right to have their respective 
allotments set-out in perpetuity, as much as all other 
landed proprietors had? I ask, have the poor no 
rights to be held sacred ? And v^as this mode of 
disinheriting them, without the power of appealing, 
at all likely to make them peaceable and virtuous ? 
I contend also, that had there been an allotment of, 
say, thirty poles of land to each cottage, reckoning 
two hundred cottages, it would have amounted to 
thirty-seven-and-a-half acres ; (an insignificant con- 
sideration when divided amongst all the proprietors, 
but of immense benefit to the numerous poor 
cottagers). In all probability very few, if any of 
them, would have hereafter ever become parish 
paupers: a laudable spirit of independence would 
have been sustained, and the rate-payers eased of 
their now enormous expenses. It woidd have been 
easy enough to have secured the said allotments in 
perpetuity, as appendages to the cottages, by a clause 
inserted in the said Act to that effect. Is it any 
wonder, that under such circumstances, the poor 
Commoners should feel themselves a despised and 
degraded people without power or patronage, and act 
accordingly. The Scriptures say it is dangerous to 
invade the rights of the poor ; you who doubt this 
truth, should read Jer. xxii. 13 — 19, and elsewhere, 
— And be wise. 
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CHAPTER II. 



MOEAL AND SOCIAL DEGRADATION OF THE 
INHABITANTS. 

Degraded they were, with a witness. Their 
hoTels^ for the most part, consisted of only one ground- 
floor, and one bed-room close under the naked thatch, 
the walls unplastered ; the ground-floor was just as 
nature made it. The whole family (which sometimes 
consisted of ten persons, some grown to manhood) all 
sleeping in one room, I wish I could not add in some 
cases something far worse. You may judge of the 
size and yalue of the said hovels, by those which were 
afterwards purchased by the parish, some of which cost 
five, some ten pounds ; I have seen the conveyances. 
I had floors put to some of them and built privies for 
them. I knew of one where the horse and family all 
lived in one room ; the bed-room was the hay-loft : I 
saw the owner of it on his dying bed (partly straw) 
laid on the floor; the staircase was a ladder. A 
woman is now living (1850) there, who states that 
she was one of six children, who all slept on nothing 
but the broom cut on the common, nightly laid on 
the dirt floor. 

I was one of the parish officers who were one day 
called upon to visit a poor family resident at the Com- 
mon, reported to be in deplorable circumstances. On 
entering the cottage, we found some ragged, filthy 
children, without shoes or stockings, sitting on the 
ground-fioor endeavouring to cook some dirty potatoes 
over a fire on the hearth, which they said was all the 
food their father had left them; their mother was 
dead. When we attempted to mount the staircase, it 
was with the utmost difficulty that we could' accomplish 
it, it was so feeble that the whole fabric trembled : 
in the bed-room we found that all the children slept 
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together on some old sacks on the floor^ which 
appeared never to be cleaned. There was but one 
bedstead^ no bed or bedding thereon^ a few sacks 
were spread to lie on ; the head of the bedstead was 
directly under the frame of a window which had not 
a particle of glass in it ; it was a southern aspect, so 
that whenever there was a driving rain, whoever slept 
thereon must be sure of plenty of air and moisture. 
No part of the family could read ; none of them had 
ever attended any school or went to a place of 
worship. Out of pity, we put them all into the work- 
house ; a few days after, their father came and in- 
sulted us for meddling with his children, took them 
out of the workhouse, and said that they were very 
well off. 

The following, I had from an aged widow now 
(1850) living, a native of Warminster Common : — 
"I am upwards of seventy years of age, I do not 
know my true age ; all I know is, that I was a little 
girl when the men were hanged on Sutton Common : 
none of our family ever knew their ages. There 
were ten children, we could none of us read, we 
never heard the Lord's prayer or anything else on 
religion all the while we lived with our parents; 
there never was any book kept in the house, we were 
never told of a Bible, we never went to any place of 
worship, we were never baptized ; we wore no shoes 
or stockings, our clothing was chiefly ragged linsey, 
when it wanted washing mother did wash it while we 
were in bed and dry it against the next morning. 
We all slept in one bed-room, father, mother, and 
ten children lying together like pigs ; our cottage, 
which was very small, had no plaster on the walls, 
no ceiling, no ground-floor, except the natural earth. 
It abounded with vermin; there were no * privies' in 
any of the gardens in those days ; scarcely anybody 
in the Common ever went to church : Sunday was 
always spent in all sorts of gaming, drunkenness, 
filthy conversation, backsword-playing, fighting, &c. ; 
the men lying in groups under the hedges in all their 
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filthy working apparel, as ignorant of all good as the 
beasts that perish. Years after I left my father's 
honse^whenever I went to see my parents I was sure 
to carry-away plenty of vermin. AH the filth of the 
house and family was placed in front, near the entrance 
of the cottage, the liquid part thereof always ran 
across the road, into the spring- water of which we all 
drank." 

The beautiful stream of water alluded to was cor- 
rupted throughout in the following way ; — Their 
houses, which in general ran nearly parallel with it, 
stand about six or seven yards distant, on a rising 
ground ; in the intervening space they always placed 
the manure which they could collect during the year, 
and which was designed at the proper season to be 
removed to their distant gardens ; this manure con- 
sisted of every species of filth, the fouler the better : 
observe, they had no privies in general; I knew the 
man who said that he could remember when there 
were but three in the whole village. The drainings 
of these accumulated and corrupted masses naturally 
ran into the said spring-water, and so did all the 
waste water and washings of the workhouse, which 
generally contained one hundred inmates. The 
upper part thereof leading to Eehobath (about three 
hundred yards in length) ran over the whole surface 
of the highway, so that cattle and all travellers, 
always of necessity passed through it. 

The consequence of the putrid exhalations of their 
dung-heaps, especially in summer, just at their doors 
— their bad roads, never cleaned or mended — their 
bad clothing — foul water — ^filthy houses and persons 
— intemperate habits — crowded sleeping-rooms — and 
deep poverty, was, that they were never long free 
from the dreadful ravages of the typhus fever : twice 
do I remember its taking-oflF twenty- eight to thirty 
adults in one month. I visited a cottage where two 
died in a fortnight. In another instance a father, 
mother, and eldest son, were buried at one time. 
And when in addition thereto, the small-pox or 
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measles appeared, which was very often, the mortality 
was truly awful. To add to their misery, very few 
indeed of the respectable inhabitants of the town 
would ever venture themselves where insult^ filth, 
ignorance, disease, and wretchedness, so abounded. 

And their moral state was equally bad. By £ur the 
greater part of them could neither read nor write, 
verv few could correctly state their ages, or spell 
their names. Their sports or pastimes consisted 
plentifully of bull and badger baiting, boxing, wrest- 
ling, cudgel-playing, cock-fighting, and poaching. — 
Tlie principal manager of the cock-fighting department 

was little Sampson M , in stature not more 

than three-and-a-half feet : when a bacchanalian feast 
or revel was held, Sampson was generally set in a 
chair on a table, to sing and make sport. The 
cudgel-playing ivas always headed by some of the 
gentlemen (so called) of the town. I never heard 
of any Reverend of this town taking active part 
therein. 

For some time I hesitated as to whether I should 
record the following or not: — One day I was 
summoned to attend a coroner's jury at the Common ; 
the deceased had hanged himself in the staircase of 
his own house. The following facts will eive sad 
specimens of some of the depravity then existing. — 
His eldest daughter, at the same time that the corpse 
of her father was lying in the house, actually ad- 
mitted some of the most abandoned characters m the 
place, to associate with her, then and there indulging 
the whole night in the worst kind of drunkenness, 
dissipation and debauchery. Not long after this, 
(1827), in my official capacity, I had to commence 
legal proceeaings against a man who had committed 
incest with his own daughter, she having thereby 
recently become a mother. One of the church- 
wardens and myself also turned out of one of the 
Eai'ish cottages, a full-grown young man, who, as it 
ad been recentljfr discovered, had always slept in the 
same bed with his unmarried mother. 
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They were notorious for drunkenness, debauchery, 
stealing, sabbath-breaking, — Whenever robberies 
occurred, which was very often, whether they 
deserved it or not, the Commoners were sure to 
have the credit of it : in such cases, it wa^ all but 
impossible to convict them, for want of credible 
witnesses. Not one adult out of forty ever at- 
tended any public religious service on the Lord's 
day ; they then generally associated at a place called 
"The Drove," near Butler's Coomb, or strolled on 
the common, or lay under the hedges at the sides of 
the roads, in groups, in all their filthy working 
apparel,— drinking, swearing, or witnessing or par- 
taking of some ungodly games or sports. I know a 
person who on the same sabbath witnessed badger- 
baiting and a pitched-battle between a man and a 
woman. If any sober person should chance to pass 
that way, he was sure to be insulted : if a solitary 
individual wished to get to a place of worship, he 
must do it by a circuitous route, or be ridiculed or 
persecuted. Observe, also, there were no sabbath- 
schools in those days : the children were out in the 
lanes, fields, or woods — ^filthy, ragged, without shoes, 
or stockings, or hats; swearing, playing, stealing, 
fighting, or doing mischief, all the sabbath-day, no 
one gainsaying. Truly might it be said of them, 
with very few exceptions, — 

** See where o'er desert wastes they err, 

And neither food nor feeder have; 
Nor fold, nor place of refuge near, 

For no man cares their souls to save. 

Wild, as the untaught Indian^s brood. 

The Christian savages remain ; 
Strangers, yea enemies to God, 

They make thee spill thy blood in vain." 

And their wretched fame had spread throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. It was very rare, if 
not impossible, for a female servant, who was known 
to have ever lived at Warminster Common, to 
obtain a situation in any respectable family. Their 
grown-up daughters generally worked in the fields 
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for the fanners, or at the manufactories of woollen 
cloth in this town In the year I8O89 1 happened to 
be at Crediton, in Devonshire: — On their hearing 
that I came from Wiltshire, they asked me, first, 
" from what part of the county I came ?" I answered 
Warminster. " Do you know any such a place as 
Warminster Common?^* said they. I replied by 
asking. What do you know of Warminster Common ? 
Why, said they, '* everybody knows what a set of 
wicked people mey always were, who lived there !" 
I almost hid my head for shame ; it seemed to be a 
direct and specud reproof to me, and in my heart I 
said. Lord help me ; what can I do to wipe away 
from thy long-neglected and despised poor, this sad, 
this just reproach ! 

It was the same party of the towns-people who 
sanctioned and aided the Commoners in all their 
barbarous sports, that in the year 1774, so cruelly 
encouraged that persecution which finally drove out 
of the town the poor methodist preachers of that day. 
There is a faithful record kept of their names and 
proceedings. Their memorial shall not die with 
them. The very man that broke the pulpit and 
stools in Back-lane, and hanged the fragments on the 
direction-post at the obelisk, (part of which fragments 
are now preserved in the chapel) died, some years 
after, in a wretched condition, after a life of dissipation, 
in the very house where he had committed the out- 
rage. Another, who lent the fire-engine to play the 
water over the preacher, died suddenly soon after, 
sitting in his chair : both of these transactions took 
place only a few yards from the New National School, 
West-street. J. M. cut his throat, and is buried near 
Sack-hill, Imber-road, Warminster. — J. H. was 
drowned at Codford. — J. J. hanged himself at Lon- 
don. — ^W. H. died in a wretched condition, eaten 
with lice. — W. M. went to sea, and was shot in the 
first engagement. " One of the preachers (Mr. Wells) 
gave an exhortation for the last time, at the preaching- 
house in Chain-street, and informed the people that. 
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on account of the great wickedness of the place, and 
the extreme opposition they met with, they coidd no 
longer attempt to preach the Gospel at Warminster." 
See History of Methodism at Warminster, years 
1774 to 1776. 

Copy of an advertisement, cut out of a newspaper, 
which I have in my possession : — 

** WHEREAS, we, whose names are underwritten, 
have frequently assembled with others, in a riotous 
manner, particularly on the 19th of March, 1773, to 
disturb the people called Methodists, in their worship of 
Almighty God, at Warminster, in the Goouty of . Wilts, 
for which we were justly prosecuted : but at the last 
Assizes, held in Salisbury, on our submission in court, 
and being bound by recognizance in the sum of One 
Hundred Pounds each, for our good behaviour for the 
term of three years, the prosecution was withdrawn . 
We do hereby ask pardon for the said offence, acknow- 
ledge their lenity towards us, and do promise never to 
offend in the like manner; and wish it may be a warning 
to all who may be disposed to act so unchristian and 
unlawful a part. 

"JOHN INGRAM 
"Attested by "SIMON PAIN.*' 

MATTHEW DAVIES/' 
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CHAPTER III. 



EFFOETS MADE TO ENLIGHTEN AND EECLAIM 
THEM. 

But it may very properly be asked — Was there 
nothing ever done to enlighten the mincjs of these 
poor, dark, erring heathens, and thus to check this 
torrent of iniquity ? Did no man sigh and cry for 
the abominations committed ? Surely it may be said 
that a moral responsibiUty must have rested some- 
where in the town, to an enormous amount. According 
to the average of human life in this parish, the whole 
population is swept-off by death, about every forty 
years: if the Common then contained only one 
thousand inhabitants, what a mournful consideration, 
that in this awful state of the very lowest depravity, 
they did so i*apidly pass uncared-for into the eternal 
worjd, "with aU their imperfections on their heads ;'* 
yea passed out of a so-called Christian country too ? 
Where, I ask, were Gospel ministers and ordinances? 
Where was the genuine love of Christ and of his 
perishing poor ? Where were suitable churches, or 
chapels, or religious institutions? Where the cir- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures, for young and old to 
profit by ? Did not the whole spirit and temper of 
the times wickedly say " Am I my brother* s keeper?^ 
let them look to themselves said they. O, my soul, 
who can bear the cutting reflection ? And is there a 
day of just judgment to come, for all this ? 

<^ The trumpet, will it sound, — the curtain rise 
And shew the august tribunal of the E^kies." 

And must the inhabitants of Warminster town be 
there ? must members of religious societies be there ? 
must Christianshe there? must the clergy be there ? 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EFFORTS MA1>E TO ENLIGHTEN, ETC. 17 

It appears, that, almost without exception, the 
profits of these poor people's toil were taken solely 
for worldly purposes ; leaving their precious souls to 
die, for ever die, for lack of knowledge. Heart- 
rending thought ! All that I can collect of infor- 
mation affecting the spiritual interests of the poor of 
Warminster Common, in those days, consists of the 
following particulars. Every one knows that the 
parish church was a mile distant ; that in the said 
church, there was but very limited accommodation for 
the poor ; and that there was only one vicar and one 
curate for the whole parish. The curate did nearly 
all the duty ; the vicar had another living. There 
never was any place of worship at the Common: 
preaching in cottages, by other preachers, was occa- 
sionally per£3rmed ; but it must have been a large 
cottage, there, to hold twenty hearers. In the year 
1753, the Methodist preachers visited the Common, 
and performed service at Ann Watts's, and George 
Steadman's, at Sehobath, and at William Parker's, 
and continued their labours for about three years. It 
was afterwards removed to Found-street, where the 
cruel persecution referred to commenced. It was 
then discontinued for several years, and revived again 
in 1770 ; some of the most eminent of the ministers 
in that connexion occasionally preached there, or in 
the neighbourhood. A mail of the name of William 
Holton, also, read sermons for some time at Mr. Lewis', 
Chapel-street, and at a cottage in Fore-street. Another 
—a champion for truth in those days-— was one 
William Titford, a (hatcher by trade, well- versed in 
Scripture knowledge and experience ; he preached in 
a cottage in Marsh-street, and was of course the 
common butt of ridicule : he once had a viper thrown 
at him while preaching. He "came to lus grave in 
full age, like as a shock of corn, cometh in, in his 
season," leaving a sweet-smelling savour behind him. 

The principal supporter of religion in this polluted 
Sardis, with, and after, William Titford, was good 
old Mr. Jeremiah Fayne. That Great Being who 
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thought it right to deprive him of his natural eye- 
sight, immediately opened the eye of his mind to see 
"Light in His Light" — and he forthwith opened his 
house for public service : it was performed on sabbath 
evenings, and for many years, a little chosen band, 
perhaps ten or twelve, regularly met there : one of 
whom read some edifying subject, and Mr. Payne 
prayed. The cottage still stands, in a garden a little 
retired from the pubUc road, at the foot of the hill, 
eastern side of what is now called DeverilUroad. He 
had his share of reproach and met with opposition ; 
I used to view him as "Lot in Sodom" — and well 
and truly did he fill the holy vocation entrusted him. 
He had sound and scriptural views of pure evangelical 
religion — and the love of Christ constrained him : he 
employed much of his time in visiting and praying with 
the sick ; and such were his spiritual gifts and his 
great power in prayer that, very often the respectable 
inhabitants of the town did send for him in their 
sickness. He was then just such another man as 
good old Mr. John Pearce, of Meeting-lane, who, for 
nearly sixty years, kept up a similar service at his 
house, on Sabbath and Thursday evenings : he 
(Mr. Pearce) owed his conversion to the evangelical 
preaching of that blessed man, the Bev. Bichard Hart, 
then curate of Warminster, who, with himself, had to 
share in the common persecution of that day, sure 
enough to be the lot of all who faithfully preached 
Christ crucified. These were the only sabbath- 
evening services then held in the parish: both of 
these heavenly-minded men were members of the 
established church. Mr. Pearce died suddenly; "He 
was not, for God took him." With him, his little 
cause dropped; and in my mournful bleeding heart, 
I said, "Who will take up the mantle of El^'ah!" 
It was the daughter of this blessed man (the late 
Mrs. John Morgan, of this town) who informed me, 
that she was acquainted with one of the descendants 
of that pious family, who secreted and supported 
one of the ejected ministers, at SuU-mills in the 
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parish of Longbridge Deverill, at the time of the 
great persecution. The said minister, for fear of 
detection, always preached by moonlight, in the 
adjoining wood. When I was a boy, I was shewn 
the tree under which the service was performed^ 
The same descendant stated, that she lived to see a 
hundred of her descendants living at one time. I 
write only from memory, but if I mistake not, she 
was buried with five others (like-minded) in the same 
grave in Warminster church-yard : the united ages 
of the said six friends was exactly five hundred 
years. The tomb, I am sorry to state, has been lately 
suffered to go to decay : I often used to visit it, and 
never read the inscriptions thereon, without blessing 
that grace which was so richly manifested, and so 
exceedingly precious in those days ; — 

'< And his seed is blessed.'^-^PsALM xxxvii. 26, 

As a specimen of the religion of the Commoners^ 
I will mention what I had from the said Mr. Payne's 
own lips. One day he was called to visit Thomas H. 
then very ill ; the following conversation took place J 
— " Thomas," said Mr. Payne, " you seem to be very 
ill, do you think of dying ?" " I am very ill, but I 
am not afraid to die 1" "But, Thomas, do you evet 
think what follows after death ?" " no, but I am not 
a&aid to die." " Thomas, you have not read the Bible, . 
I am afraid, nor have you ever gone to church, or prayed 
to God ; how is it that you are not afraid to die ?" 
"O, I know all that^ but I'm not afraid to die never- 
theless." "Do then tell me on what foundation you 
build your confidence, so that you are not afraid of 
either death or judgment ?" " Why," said he, " I 
never hit a foul blofo, in all my life, and I never 
killed a man /" [Observe — he was an old backsword 
player]. And in this his false^ foolish confidence, he 
diedl 

The following kind providence over Mr. Payne, 
ought not to be forgotten. — While he was walking 
in his garden, June i5th, 1822, there came a terrible 
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clap of thunder : it was impressed on his mind that 
he had better go immediately into his house: he 
had not been there half a minute, when a flash of 
lightning split the garden-posts into laths, which 
stood only one foot from the path where he had just 
been walking : I saw the splinters, some of them were 
carried to a distance. I would here ask the question, 
(piously) — How came that precious thought so season- 
ably to Mr. Payne's mind ? I would ask another 
question, (philosophically)— How came the lightning 
to prefer striking some old dried garden-posts (bad 
conductors) about six feet high ; to an elm tree (a 
good conductor) thirty feet high, growing close 
adjoining ? 

The keeper of the lodging-house at the Common, 
was visited by one of our mends, on. his dying bed, 
Thomas W., aged eighty-five — He then stated that, 
he could not read, that he knew nothing of the Bible ; 
had never been to church or chapel in all his life, 
excepting when he was married, fifty years ago. 

The Rev. Sobert Herbert, curate of the parish 
church, also regularly read prayers on an afternoon, 
once a week, at the workhouse, to the inmates only : 
this he did for many years, for a salary of five guineas 
per annum. His name, also, ought to be had in 
remembrance: for upwards of forty years he did 
nearly all the duties of Warminster parish for eighty 
pounds per annum. He spent a handsome fortune 
in relieving the wants of the poor, the widow, and 
the fatherless. I received my first public religious 
instruction under his ministry ; and long and much 
ought I to remember his great christian care and 
attention : he died in 1835. I heard him preach at 
least a thousand times. There was also a school at 
the workhouse, the children were regularly taken to 
the parish church on Sundays. 

Good Mr. Wastfield, schoolmaster and Baptist 
minister, of Imber, also, occasionally preached there, 
in the open air ; sure enough to get thereby plenty 
of ridicule and reproach. But, religious persecution. 
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was his toue christian glory^ his highest enjoyment. 
He was one of the spiritual giants of tliose days, who 
soon " waxed valiant in fight and turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens." For christian self-denial and 
for boldness in reproving sin, without respect of 
persons, I never knew his fellow. He spent the 
greater part of a long laborious life, unwearied in 
his blessed master's cause : bodily infirmities some- 
what clouded his last days. He died in 1837 ; calm, 
peaceful, and serene, without a cloud. Hundreds of 
precious souls will long have to thank Almighty God 
that be ever lived. 

'* Where shall I wander now to find 
The Bucceesors they left behind ? 
The faithfal, whom I seek in vain, 
Are minished from the sons of men." 

Mr. Wastfield never knew of the following fact. I 
had it from Wm. Carr's own lips on his dying bed. 
" When Mr. Wastfield was addressing the rude, ill- 
behaved rabble, on one sabbath, in the road opposite 
my house, they, as usual, only ridiculed all he said ; 
but I happened to be concealed on the other side of 
the hedge. His soul-searching preaching sunk at 
once into my heart. The blessed impression of truth 
then made, never has left me. Under God, I owe 
my salvation to him. I have now in me a divine 
assurance that, when I die, I shall die in the Lord." 

About the year 1790, Rev. Mr. Gibbons, pastor of 
Common Close Independent Chapel, also preached in 
Mr. Samuel Lewis' cottage. Chapel-street, for two or 
three years, on Monday evenings, and did good. Mr. 
Lewis was a member of that church, and was also a 
light in a dark place. 

Many of the barbarous sports had ceased by the 
year 1795, except single-stick-playing and pitched- 
battles. The last stage erected in Warminster market- 
place, for single-stick playing, was, I think, in 1815. 
It was patronized, as usual, by the presence of a sacred 
functionary, not of this town.. 

There is rather a curious entry made in the parish 
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vestry order book^ when the new master of the work- 
house at the Common was appointed in 1792, — " The 
said John Gibbs is not to preach or pray out of the 
iDorkhofuse.^* It is signed by numerous respectable 
ratepayers, as well as by himself. As I was after- 
wards acquainted with the said John Gibbs, lean well 
explain its meaning. John Gibbs had lately been one 
of Rev. J. Wesley's itinerant preachers. This was 
known to the said vestry ; and, lest that hated sect 
should in any way be patronized in this town, this 
special injunction was laid. But it is greatly to be 
feared that, in this transaction, poor Gibbs succumbed 
to the world, and compromised the truth which he had 
so long and so successfully defended, if he did not 
actually deny his blessed Lord and master. It ought 
to be known that, not long afterwards, he became an 
incurable paralytic, and died in 1802, long and literal- 
ly loaded with the infirmities of the flesh. 

The most favorable spiritual movement in behalf of 
the Commoners, took place sometime after that the 
Rev. Edw. Dudley Jackson, Independent minister, 
came to this town. On Monday evenings, in the 
winter, he expounded the " Pilgrim's Progress " in an 
upper room near the entrance of Fore-street. After- 
wards, (I think in 1802), a chapel was provided in 
Bread-street, chiefly by his exertions, where, for a 
short season, he preached on a week-day evening, with 
some opposition from the lower class. His valuable 
labours were, however, soon ended ; for he died, much 
and justly lamented, October 3, 1803, aged 34 years, 
having been the honored instrument, during the- ten 
years of his ministry, of greatly enlarging both the 
chapel and congregation in Common Close. He 
was one of those preachers who (to use the late 
Rev. Rowland Hill's phraseology) never had been at 
the *^ preacher*s manufactory " but his blessed spirit 
and fruit, and heavenly unction, abundantly proved 
that he had been in some other unearthly element ; — 
I suppose (to use the old methodist-preacher's phrase- 
ology) it was at the ** upper room at Jerusalem," 
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mentioned Luke xxiv. 49; Acts i. 13, 14; ii. 4. I 
received much spiritual good under his ministry. 
Soon after this, a girls' school was held in this chapel 
on Saturday afternoons, for a short season, conducted 
by some of the ladies of Common Close Chapel. 

In 1801, John Adlam's house, in Fore-street, was 
licensed for preaching by the Methodists. In 1802, 
there was occasional out-of-door preaching by some of 
them ; also a small prayer-meeting was regularly kept 
up by the handful of Methodists then in the town, in 
Brook-street, at good old Thomas Player's. The first 
regular sabbath-preaching in Warminster Common, 
was in 1803, by the Methodists, in the borrowed In- 
dependent Chapel, in Bread-street. It was continued 
there till the opening of their new chapel in the town, 
24th Sept., 1804. Up to this period all the Method- 
ists in Warminster attended the established church 
services, — their children were baptized, — and they 
always took the sacrament there ; they therefore 
never had their own services in church-service hours. 
NoWy this custom ceased. From this time, sabbath 
services ceased at the Common altogether, excepting 
the before-mentioned evening one at Mr. Jer. Payne's 
cottage, which was regularly kept up ; but week-day 
evening services went on, as usual, by the Indepen- 
dents. In 1807, a prayer-meeting was begun by the 
Methodists at a cottage at Mattock's-hill, (King- 
lane), and continued on Sunday afternoons for a 
while. Sometimes sermons were read. In 1809, 
Mr. Ludlow, the proprietor of the said cottage, (who 
had long loved and promoted the gospel in this Town,) 
enlarged it at his own expence, and thenceforward 
preaching was conducted by the Methodists on sabbath 
afternoons and Friday evenings : that people having 
increased in the town and common. There was con- 
siderable good done at this time, and but little or no 
opposition. 

In 1810 the Methodist preaching was removed 
from Mattock's-hill, (the house being too small) to the 
borrowed Independent chapel, in Bread-street : ser- 
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vices, Sunday mornings and Friday evenings; the 
Independents using it always on Wednesday evenings. 
The aforesaid Mr. Ludlow paid the ground-rent of 
the said chapel: in 1818 the Methodist preachers 
entirely left the place, because, they said, it did not 
pay to keep it on : that is, the people were so poor. 

Extract of a diary (Age 26.) 

** So sweet and habitual was my communion with God 
at this time, that I undertook no transaction, )iowe?er 
trivial, without referring it all to Him : going out, 
coming in, sitting down, and rising up, my heart always 
asked ' Lord, what wouldest thou have me to do?* In 
this temper of mind, I walked one evening down the 
street ; when at the bottom of it, I said, ' Lord shall I 
go to the right hand or the left? here I am, send me.' 
I went towards Chain-street, — ^just as I entered it, a 
man came hastily out of an adjoining house, and stepped 
me, saying, * You are the very person I wanted to see ; 
come with me, and 1 will shew you a real object of 
distress. Without gainsaying I accompanied him. He 
introduced me to a young man, evidently very ill, he 
was in a decline : my heart (touched with the blessed 
sympathy taught me by my adorable shepherd's presence) 
entered immediately into his state, and I found sweet 
liberty of speech towards him. 'I am,' said he, * a 
poor destitute stranger, very far from home, and am 
come hither to die : I have no prospect, whatever, of 
living : I have no preparation for death : I am a great 
sinner : do you think that there is any hope of mercy 
for me : can such a one as I be saved : 40 help me^ if 
you can ?'' Seeing him so deeply conscious of his lost 
state and condition, so manifestly poor in spirit, so dead 
to all worldly hopes and prospects, so emphatically in 
want ; I immediately preached the everlasting Gospel to 
him. I felt sweet liberty in so doing, and he drank in 
the refreshing truths as the thirsty land does the water. 
I parted from him with a heart overflowing with grati- 
tude to Almighty God for the profitable interview." 

" Before I proceed to state the happy results of my 
subsequent intercourse with thispoor youth, I will briefly 
relate his history. He was about eighteen or nineteen 
years of age ; by trade a tailor. His mother, he said, 
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lived in London, and having married a second husband, 
had abandoned him entirely to his own exertions, and to 
the world. As he could not get employment in London, 
he sought it in the country : poverty and the fatigue of 
travelling, and perhaps, some inconsistency on his part, 
brought on great bodily weakness. Some friends at 
Salisbury helped him onwards till he arrived at this town : 
on the road a storm of thunder, hail, and rain overtook 
him ; he was wetted quite through, and had no clothes to 
change : wet, poor, and exhausted, he was put to bed at 
the lodging-house, with a person who gave him the itch. 
On application for employment, a man of this town, out 
of compassion to his misery, employed him, so long as he 
was able to work ; and actually paid his wages two or 
three times a day, to procure him subsistence : he was in 
this state of extreme wretchedness and want when I was 
introduced to him. As soon as his case was made known, 
friends came forward, and he had every assistance that he 
could desire: his affliction, however, being protracted, 
and the friends being considerably in debt on his account, 
they began to feel greatly concerned, and feared that, 
after all, he must be removed to the workhouse. This 
alternative we well knew would be very painful to him ; 
a day or two more was determined to be allowed him, and 
this was all he needed : on the day intended to remove 
him, he died; and he never knew what was in contem- 
plation. The friends greatly rejoiced at the seasonable 
occurrence; and this was not all that we had to be 
thankful for, his mother, shortly after, sent money enough 
to pay for his funeral, and to reimburse the expenses of 
his illness ; so that those who had given to the Lord, in 
this case, had it paid back again with great consolation. 
The family which accommodated him, also shared greatly 
and justly in the blessings contained in those important 
words, 'I was a stranger and ye took me in.' He died 
in peace : just before his departure, he shook my hand 
heartily, and in the most fervent and affectionate manner, 
prayed that Almighty God would pour down on me his 
choicest blessings, — temporal, spiritual, and eternal. 
' Tongue cannot express,' said he, ' the gratitude I feel to 
you and all the friends, for the unremitting kindness shewn 
me to the last ; I have experienced more of it in War- 
minster than ever I did before in all my life: may the Lord 
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bless you all now and for ever/ None of the friends who 
visited him, had any doubt on their minds, respecting his 
eternal welfare. [N.B. — A servant of a lady, who 
oontributed in a pecuniary way to this youth's support, was 
so affected by a religious conversation relating to him, 
that, it first commenced with a deep conviction of sin, and 
then ended in a sound conversion. She adorned religion 
throughout the whole of her future life, and died in 1 846, 
in the full assurance of faith, aged 78.'*] 



BENEFITS DERIVED FROM THE APPLICATION 
OF MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 



Case I. Rhenmatic pain and weakness in the arm and hand, for 
a week, aflraid she should lose the nse of it ;— perfectly cured by 
twice holding the negative chain, while another was electrified 
positively. 

2. A violent pain in the left arm, which had rendered it useless 
for a fortnight. Seven shocks ; well the next morning. 

3. Violent pain in the head and neck for three weeks, which 
had resisted all medicine. Sparks, a qiiiarter of an hour ; per- 
fectly cured. 

4. Rhenmatic pain in the shoulders and right arm, which had 
resisted all medicine for twelve months. Sparks chiefly, six 
times ; perfectly cured. 

5. Aged forty. — Ten wounds in his leg for three-quarters of a 
year, which had resisted all medicine; it was with great difficulty 
he could attend his daily labour. This man happening to be 
present when some one else was being electrified, was persuaded 
to have a shock or two, solely for amusement: in a week's time 
his leg healed. I saw him a year afterwards quite well. 

6. Aged ten. — Saint Vitus's Dance, which had long resisted 
all medicine, and had rendered her a complete idiot. Sparks for 
some time without effect ; shocks were then had recourse to, 
which quickly removed the convulsions, but the perfect use of 
her senses did ^o% return till some time afterward?. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE SCRIFTUBES FIRST CmCDLATED; EXTBAGTS 

FROM A DIARY; A BIBLE ASSOCIATION FORMED, 

WITH ITS VALUABLE WORHNGS. 



THE BIBLE. 

' The noble army of martyrtf praUe Thee.' 



*^ The sacred Book, its value understood^ 

Received the seal of martyrdom in blood. 

Those holy men, so full of truth and grace. 

Seem to reflection, of a different race; 

Meek, modest, venerable, wise, sincere, 

In such a cause, they could not dare to fear : 

They could not purchase earth with such a prize) 

Or spare a life too short to reach the skies. 

From them to thee, conveyed along the tide. 

Their streaming hearts poured freely, when they died ; 

Those truths, whicK neither use nor years impair, 

Invite thee, woo thee to the bliss they share." 

COWPBR. 



In 1813 there was a perambulation of the whole 
parish made by the Committee of the Warminster 
Branch Bible Society, recently established in the 
town, to ascertain the state of the poor, with regard 
to their want of Bibles and Testaments. The fol- 
lowing statement will shew the result of the said 
inyestigation. 

d2 
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{To shew the condition of most of the poor of the 
Common at this time^ as to their habitations^ cloth- 
ing, &c.y I must state that, such was their extreme 
filthiness, that the parties who were employed to 
ascertain their spiritual wants, could never yenture to 
sit down there on any account, or stay with them 
e moment longer than was absolutely necessary.] 

Warminster Common of course, had a very large 
share of this scarcity of the word of God, amongst 
them; and the said committee began as fast as 
possible to supply this enormous lack. The first and 
most difficult question which arose was, that, as they 
(the poor there) had never expressed a desire to 
obtain the scriptures, whether, in their ignorant and 
depraved state, so long and so deeply fixed, they 
would or would not, under any cirt^umstances, receive 
them at all. This doubt was met in the following 
way: it was agreed that the first essay should be 
made in a way of entire charity ; I mean that the 
scriptures should be given to those who would 
€ux;ept them. No sooner was the experiment tried, 
but it succeeded to the full: many of the most 
numerous and most necessitous families were thus 
supplied ; but the stock was soon exhausted, and we 
found, to our unspeakable joy, that the copies dis- 
tributed instantly gave a laudable desire for more. 
All the Sunday schools also, at this time received a 
new impulse, and religious education advanced. 
Before the next anniversary of the Bible Society was 
held, very many applications were made for the 
scriptures, which it appeared impossible to supply 
from the then funds of the said society : it was there- 
fore resolved, that in future a charge of two shillings 
and sixpence should be made for a large bible. As 
soon as this was announced, in a few weeks all the 
bibles in hand were sold. By the next anniversary 
we were almost overwhelmed by the applications far 
more, — we then raised the price to five shillings each, 
and strange to tell, at this advanced price, the new 
supply was also rapidly disposed of, and more wanted; 
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indeed, the committee altnost despaired of ever fully 
supplying their urgent wants. The consequence was, 
they now advanced the price to eight shillings, and at 
that price, more were actually sold than all the pre- 
vious copies put together : this high price was 
obtained in the following way, — one day, a poor 
woman in the street, addressed one of the committee 
thus, "Why do you not take a penny a week of the 
poor, we can easily find that sum, and then in the 
course of time we should get a bible." This wise 
suggestion, so seasonably offered, soon gave rise to a 
Btble Association. 



FIRST CHRI&IAN EXPERIENCE MEETING. 

Diary, 1815. — "Eesolved, that I would more than 
ever obey his blessed call, whereinsoever I could 
more advance his glory. It was impressed on my 
mind that more good might be done at the Common ; 
that there were persons who attended the preaching 
there, greatly concerned for the salvation of their 
souls, who wanted further advice and encouragement: 
that the best mode of communicating that help was, 
the one which had always so much profited myseli, 
namely, religious conversations, or christian experience 
meetings. After weighing these impressions on my 
mind much, and carrying them before the Lord re- 
peatedly, to know his will herein, I solemnly promised 
that if ne would be my helper, and stand by me at 
all times, and not suffer any one successfully to oppose 
me ; and that he would, moreover, soon give me a 
sign of his approbation, and make it appear that I 
had not done this thing of my own mind, but in strict 
obedience to his blessed call; — I would forthwith 
begin." 

'^815. August 13. — On Sunday afternoon I made 
my first essay, in the following manner. I requested 
the' members of the society who were present, as well 
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as any serious members of the congregation, to remain 
back for a little time after the others were dismissed : 
I then began to relate my christian experience, and 
the unspeakable advantages attending true cliristian 
communion. I stated how perfectly consistent it was 
with the word of God, for those who feared the Lord 
to " speak often one to another." I then requested 
any of the friends present to do as I had done, and 
advance any thing on the subject, which they thought 
might be for the glory of God. Immediately my call 
was gladly responded to, and nine or ten of them, 
with great freedom of speech and humble boldness, 
declared what great things God had done for their 
souls. I shall never forget my joy in the Lord on 
this occasion, and I trust that I shall ever love those 
friends who then so promptly came forward. They 
had their reward : in attempting to water others, they 
were watered themselves." 

[The principal ones were James Gunning, Elizabeth 
Brown^ Esther Grist^ and Elizabeth Gaisford. These 
were always my unwavering friends, faithful in all 
tribulation^ and joint promoters of all the good 
achieved. Their names, I trust, are in the Lamb's 
book of life, never to be blotted out. Elizabeth 
Gaisford died in 18^7, in the Lord: the others are 
still living (1850). As they have long steadily fed 
the flock of God which is among them, I trust, that 
in due time, " when the chief Shepherd shall appear," 
they, with all others since alike engaged in the same 
blessed work, will receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.] 

" Many of the strangers present were much affected, 
they shed many tears, and could not express the 
gratitude they felt for the opportunity. Seeing the 
prosperity of our new undertaking, we were resolved 
to try it again. The Sunday following equal success 
attended usj several persons were encouraged by 
hearing our experience, and at once resolved to seek 
the salvation of their souls. Finding at every sub- 
sequent meetings that more or less good was done^ 
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the friends were determined to go forward, whatever 
objections or opposition might be raised. We had 
abnndant reason to be thankful, that we had not the 
least opposition from what is called *' the world" on 
this occasion. The drunkards made no songs about 
us ; neither did any of satan's open, avowed, servants, 
in any way molest us. But did we not find opposition 
from any other quarter ? Did none of the professors 
wait for our halting? Did none of them suggest 
" a division, a divisic^n— a party, a party — ^the work 
of the devil to make disoord-^begun in opposition to 
the chapel in the town — done in. a bad spirit — con- 
trary to rule — irregular proceedings, &c. !" O ye 
poor, despised, and helpless followers of the Lord at 
Warminster Common, I mournfully ask , did no preacher 
on this occasion molest you? did a travelling 
Wesleyan preacher ever do it? When you were 
evidently "casting out devils in His Name!" did he 
say, go forward, we bless you in the name of the 
Lord : do all you can to gather souls for Christ ? 
Did the said preacher then thankfully receive into 
the society, those precious souls, whom you by the 
most disinterested love and exertion, had rescued 
from the ruins of mankind ? When the devil and 
luke-warm professors suggested, "can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth ?" did he come and see ? 
Did he visit the poor of God's people at the Common 
once, for a whole year, though the chapel was distant 
but little more than half a mile from his habitation, 
and a congregation of at least one hundred and fifiy 
people always attended it ? Surely, one would think 
it impossible that any holy unction could ever attend 
his preaching ! " O," said he, " the chapel is cold 
and damp, and the people are poor, they pay nothing 
for the preaching I" It was this Jeroboam that, on 
hearing the prophet cry out against him, (chiefly for 
so doing), put forth his hand saying, " Lay hold of 
him :" immediately his hand withered, and he could 
not pull it in again, (April 1816.) It remained in 
jthis state till he left the circuit. Moreover^ there is 
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a sad record in the Magazine^ of what followed him 
afterwards ; — " Death of three children in a month, 
a few years after of a fourth — sudden and fatal illness 
of his wife — paralysis himself, which totally incapaci- 
tated him for all labour, and remained incurable for 
nine years ; then, the entire loss of speech for several 
years, and finally, death at fifty-five." 



FIRST TEA MEETING. 

Extract from a Diary. — " 1815, December 13th. I 
invited those poor persons at AVarminster Common 
who had attended, and those also who had assisted 
me, at the aforesaid christian experience meeting, to 
drink tea together. We met at a cottage situate in 
the street leading from the Bell Inn hill towards the 
workhouse, (now called Chapel-street, only a few 
yards from the spot on which the chapel has since 
been erected) : we had some fears of opposition at 
the time, but there was none. At this friendly 
meeting we had our blessed Lord present ; He was 
known by us, by our hearts burning within us, in 
fervent additional love to him and to one another. 
There were twenty-eight of us : we related what 
God had done for each of our souls, with great 
simplicity and with much liberty; and so united 
were we in affection, that 1 believe we could all adopt 
the language of the hymn made on primitive Christi- 
anity, and sing 

'* Happy the souU that first believed, 
To Jesus and each other cleaved ; 
Joined b} the auction from above, 
Jn mystic fellowship of love. 

Meek, simple, followers of the Lamb. 
They lived and thought and spal^e the same ; 
They joyfully conspired to raise 
Their ceaseless sacrifice of praise.'* 
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The language of my heart on such occasions^ 
always is 

*' O that my Lord would count me meet 
To wash his dear disciples' feet." 

N.B. — This was the first religious tea meeting ever 
held in Warminster Common, and I believe ako, the 
first in this part of England; if not in the whole 
kingdom. They have been continued by us, without 
intermission, ever since. Tea meetings afterwards 
becoming so general, I thought that it would be 
interesting to the religious public to know their 
origin. As they commenced among the members of 
the Methodist society, I therefore sent a copy of 
the above to the editor of the Methodist Magazine : 
the answer on the cover of the said Mwazine, 

February 1844, is "The piece by Mr. W. D 1 

would not be generally acceptable." 

[I am sorry to state that a practice has lately arisen 
(1850), of holding large tea meetings on the solemn 
day on which the grand atonement was made, and 
" Christ our passover was slain** Surely, if we 
truly love him, we ought then to be contemplating 
nothing else but specially "His agony and bloody 
sweat, his cross and passion, his precious death and 
burial ;" all caused by our sins : all submitted to for 
our salvation. I can never reconcile my mind to 
believe that, this can be pleasing either to him or to 
his holy angels. Certainly we should not think it 
very consistent, on the anniversary of the death of a 
beloved friend, of set purpose, to invite a large and 
indifferent party to assemble to eat and drink and to 
be joyful. Holy mourning, deep self-examination, 
suitable public services and praver, would be far 
more likely to procure a sense of his most sacred and 
adorable presence and blessing, both then and after- 
wards. 

" Well may heaven be clothed In black* 

And solemn sack-cloth wear ; 
Jesii's agonies partake, 

The hour of darkness share : 
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Mourn the astonished hosts above ; 

Silence saddens all the skies ; 
Kindler of seraphic love, 

The God of angels dies."] 



BIBLB ASSOCIATION FORMED. 

On January Ist, 1816^ a Public meeting was held at 
the Independent chapel, Warminster Common^ for 
the purpose of establishing a BibU Association^ and 
thenceforward it commenced its long and yaluable 
operations. 

" The Report made by the Committee of the War- 
minster Bible Society, at the opening of the new 
Bible Association, at Warminster Common, 
January 1st, 1816. — 
Mr. Chairman — The Committee of the Warmin- 
ster Bible Society, having sometime ago deputed us 
to investigate the state of the poor of this parish, 
with regard to their want of Bibles and Testaments, 
and also authorized us in their name and behalf to 
distribute the Bibles and Testaments already received : 
We beg leave respectfully to state the result of our 
proceedings, and the views we now entertain generally 
of the work, as well as of the state of the persons 
who are as yet unsupplied. 

And, first, we would remark that we always ob- 
served among the poor a disposition rightly to 
appreciate the Bible, and thankfully to acknowledge 
their obligations to their benefactors; and tms 
disposition gradually increased in proportion as they 
were supphed, so that the Bibles already distributed 
evidently produced a desire for more. We also 
always found it easy to obtain the stipulated price ; 
and never yet could we supply the pressing demand 
which existed. We have frequently felt a mixture 
of pleasure and pain in the discharge of our important 
duty, not easily described : pleasure, at seeing the 
gratitude manifested by the poor on receiving the 
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Bible, (which was generally heightened by contem- 
plating the commencement of an era, the most important 
that had ever yet appeared in the world — we mean, the 
efforts now made to supply all the poor with this trea- 
sure, and the hope of its being speedily accomplished) : 
pain, at witnessing the sensations of grief manifested 
oy the numerous applicants, to whom, we, for want of 
funds, were obliged to refuse a supply. 

It is upwards of two years ago that our investi- 
gation from house to house was made, and already 
most of the families, then destitute, are partially 
supplied: but many yet remain in a state which 
requires further assistance. New families have been 
formed, and fresh ones come to reside in the parish, 
all of whom are desirous of sharing in the aid 
afforded by this blessed institution. The length of 
time which has elapsed since we first promised some 
of the poor a Bible, we believe has almost made 
them . despair of ever receiving it. But we are 
happy to witness with the new year, the beginning 
of a new institution, which no doubt will meet with 
the most ample support, and fully accomplish the 
desired object. 

As to the good already done by the Bible Society 
in this town, we have to observe that many evident 
proofs are existing, which satisfy the minds of the 
subscribers — many families and individuals have been 
benefitted thereby : but the Jiill extent of good done 
can never be ascertained by us. The present is the 
seed time ; the future only can determine the harvest. 
Suffice it to say, that there has not been an instance 
come to our knowledge, in this parish, of the Bible 
furnished, being treated with contempt, or either sold 
or transferred. Some have said they would part 
with every thing else they possessed, rather than 
with their * precious' Bible. 

As to the obstacles which may appear to this 
Institution, and in answer to those who may say 
" AVho shall roll away the stone for it is very great V* 
we would answer, Mr. Chairman, that the stone is 
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rolled away already ; we are credibly informed that 
there are present in this assembly, scores of persons 
waiting, this evening, to contribute their first penny. 

I met with an aged widow last night, who was so 
anxioas to begin with *' her mite," that she insisted 
on my taking her two-pence at once, (and here it is), 
and, Sir, she really has the honor of having the first 
contribution-ticket issued by the Warminster Com- 
mon Bible Association : presently, no doubt, we shall 
see who will have the second. 

Friends — you who live at the Common, especially, 
be awake to your best interests ; exert yourselves to 
wipe away the reproach which for ages has attached to 
this unfortunate place : it certainly is already partially 
removed. Seize the present opportunity. Only get 
a Bible, and read it. The Bible will raise you from 
comparative disgrace, and place you in all the res- 
pectability of virtue. You will then be honorable, 
though poor : you will shine with a lustre hitherto 
unknown ; and Warminster Common will soon be as 
remarkable for virtue and morality, as it has been for 
vice and immorality." 

Attendance was now given every Monday morning 
at the said chapel, to receive the contributions ; 
seventy-seven pounds was collected the first year, 
and the committee had the satisfsiction to find on 
another perambulation of the parish, that every poor 
cottage therein had either a good bible or testament 
in it : excepting one solitary case, which it may be 
worth while to relate. At a certain obscure part 
of the parish there lived an old shepherd and his 
wife ; on offering them a testament gratis, he replied, 
"We don't want your books." We stated that it 
was the word of God which we supplied the poor 
with. "We don't want your books I tell you." 
" My good friend, you seem to be advanced in years, 
and we think that as you have not yet had the scrip- 
tures in your house, you should now have them." " I 
tell you, we don't want your books, and we wont 
have them." We replied, "but perhaps you don't 
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know that we are willing to make you a present of a 
good testament ; we don't want your money." " I 
tell you I wont have your books, take them away" — 
getting into a bad temper. We then stated that all 
the neighbourhood had been thankful for our calling 
on them^ we hoped he would not refuse. " Don't I 
tell you / wont have them, my dame and I have done 
very well without your books all our life, and we 
wont have them now." So we left them in despair. 
A few months after this took place, I heard that this 
old heathen died suddenly in an ale-house. 

But I have something better to relate of his widow. 
Two or three years after, another perambulation 
of the parish took place ; when we came near to the 
said house we felt a difficulty as to how we were to 
proceed, especially as it was our particular wish to 
report at the coming anniversary, that every cottage 
had, at least, a good testament in it. With some fear 
and trembling we advanced to the door, and to our 
great surprize we found it open, but not a living 
being in it. Glad enough with the opportunity, 
without hesitation we laid a testament on the table 
in the name of its Great Author, and hastily started 
off, fearing that it would be known that we had been 
there, and the book would be returned. Nothing 
more was heard relative to this transaction, for I 
suppose three or four years ; when, one day, in a 
grocer's shop in this town, a woman thus addressed 
one of the committee of the association, " Sir, I am 
very glad to have an opportunity of returning my 
most sincere thanks to you and the gentlemen for the 
great good which you have done me." The question 
was asked, " Who are you my good woman, and what 
is the good which you refer to ?" " Why I will tell 

you, — I am the widow of — who lived at the 

cottage at where the gentlemen called several 

years ago and left a testament on the table, when I 
was not at home. O Sir, when I saw the book, I took 
it into a neighbour's house and got her to tell me 
what book it was, (for I could not read myself,) she 
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then began reading some part of it to me, which it 
pleased Almighty God to apply to my heart; it 
brought me to repent of my sins : I heard it read 
every day : I got more and more light into its truths ; 
and now, blessed be God for his mercy, I can say that 
I am a new creature, I love my Redeemer, I love his 
ways and people ; and I shall never be able to make 
the gentlemen amends, for their kindness in leaving 
that blessed book at my house. Do be kind enough 
Sir, to thank them all for it, in my name." 

I wanted to record one anecdote more, out of many, 
connected with this noble institution, (the Warminster 
Bible Association), which always delighted me much. 
A poor ploughboy, living on a farm in this neigh- 
bourhood, wished much to obtain a testament, but he 
had no money : in order to procure it the following 
mode was adopted by him. His master's premises 
swarmed with rats : at intervals persons were hired to 
destroy them, for which the proprietor paid two- 
pence per head : the poor boy proposed to his master 
that if he would allow him so to do, he (the boy) 
would catch the said rats at one penny per head. 
The bargain was concluded, and as soon as the sum 
of eighteen pence was obtained I supplied him with 
a testament. 

Another specimen of the disgraceful fame of 
Warminster Common, I will mention. When the 
hand-bills which announced the intended meeting 
before mentioned for commencing the Bible Associ- 
ation, (January 1816) were being circulated, it so 
happened that one of the said bills was left at the 
Bath Arms Inn in this town, just at the moment that 
a traveller from Yorkshire arrived : on reading about 
Warminster Common, he exclaimed, "a bible meeting 
at Warminster Common! why, I should as soon 
thought of holding one almost in hell itself: how can 
it be possible that any good people can ever venture 
themselves to go among that host of barbarians?" 

There is one valuable reflection to be made on the 
workings of this association, which cannot be too 
e2 
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much known, or too much acted upon in all similar 
cases. It has been before observed, that the poor 
never sought after, nor asked for, this spiritual help : 
their long-continued ignorance and depravity kept 
them in darkness as to a better state of existence, and 
as to any known remedy for their spiritual wants; 
so that it appears that of themselves they never would 
have sought help. Be it further observed, that as 
the word of God was dispersed among them — sOy in 
exact proportion, their appetite for it increased; 
teaching all lovers of the Lord's blessed work that, 
in order to succeed^ they must themselves begin it : 
by giving food before (if I may so speak) there is 
an appetite found for it, — must first sow to the spirit 
before they can reap : they must sow in hope. 
Whatever difficulties may arise, I say, advance. In 
hope against hope, " cast thy bread on the waters, and 
it shall be seen after many days." 



WAKMINSTEE BIBLE ASSOCIATION, COMMENCED AT 
WARMINSTER COMMON. 

" Report of its first six months' proceedings (read at 
the Anniversary of the Bible Society). 
On the 1st of January, 1816, pursuant to notice, 
the place was crowded with persons who desired to 
support it: and after several excellent and appropriate 
speeches were delivered, about three hundred weekly 
subscribers immediately came forward. The harmony, 
zeal, and afiection, which subsisted between persons 
of different religious denominations at this meeting, 
gave universal satisfaction; and shewed how easily 
lesser distinctions were lost sight of, when they were 
engaged in so glorious, so important, an undertaking. 
The whole meeting evidently breathed the genuine 
spirit of the book which it met to circulate — namely, 
^ peace on earth, goodwill towards men.' .At a 
subsequent meeting of the committee, it was resolved 
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that a statement should be drawn-up and printed, of 
the nature, utility, and design, of the said institution; 
and that a copy thereof should be left at the residence 
of every family in the parish, — which was forthwith 
done, and one thousand copies circulated. The 
committee then divided the parish into districts and 
applied at every house for subscriptions. The number 
of free subscribers was one hundred and eighty, many 
of them laborers and servants. 

£. s. d. 
Amount of Free Subscriptions .... 16 2 
310 Subscribers for Bibles 44 7 5 



Total received the first half year of 

the Association £ 60 9 



What an unspeakable pleasure must the friends of 
this noble institution feel at witnessing such astonishing 
success, and who can calculate on the benefits thus 
bestowed, not only on the present generation, but on 
children yet unborn who shall arise and call us 
blessed." 

"June 30th, 1816." 
By the end of August 1816, three hundred copies 
of the scriptures were distributed by the association. 
We universally found that selling the bibles to the 
poor was better than giving : what cost them some- 
thing was the more prized by them. Every book is 
numbered and the owner's name registered ; by this 
mode we can easily ascertain if they have been either 
sold or transferred. One poor widow, on receiving a 
bible, with tears in her eyes said, " Sir, O how I wish 
that such a thing as this had been done when I was 
young, I should not then have been so ignorant as I 
am. Now I have got one for myself, I am going to 
subscribe for my two sons : this is all I can give them 
in this world : I shall then be satisfied, I shall die in 
peace." Another poor widow stated that she knew 
by blessed experience the value of the bible, and 
that its blessed truths had long supported her mind, 
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under the most complicated scenes of pain and dis- 
tress ; and though she was very poor, she intended 
subscribing sixpence per month^to the association; 
adding, that if only one soul was benefited thereby 
she should be abundantly satisfied. 

Another family, who have to endure the compli- 
cated weight of poverty, want of employment, and 
affliction, are still thankful and happy; supported 
only by the consolation which the daily reading of 
the word of God afibrds them. " That blessed book," 
said they, (pointing to the bible which lay open on 
the table), "which you brought us a little while ago, 
has perfectly reconciled us to our present condition. 
When we have no food, we read our bible and trust 
in the goodness of God, and he has always helped us 
in our time of need. We are now thankful for our 
bit of barley bread and our bible. 

About six months after we had given a poor family 
a bible, the mother of six children came to thank us, 
stating that "since she received the bible she had 
learned to read (she got a poor Sunday-school girl to 
teach her)," and, said she, " I thank God that I have 
already got great good thereby ; I shall never be able 
to make the gentlemen amends for their kindness." 
This poor woman, after exemplifying in her future 
life and conversation the blessed fruits of her faith, 
died, as she had lived, a blessed witness to the truth, 
amidst almost overwhelming poverty, pain, and per- 
secution. There are at least twenty witnesses to her 
blessed enjoyments, all saying, " let me die the death 
of the righteous, let my last end be like hers." 
" Report of the Warminster Branch Bible Associ- 
ation, 30th July, 1817. 

In laying before this Meeting the result of our 
proceedings, we cannot but advert to the state of the 
poor of this parish five years ago ; when there were 
four hundred and forty nine families composed of two 
thousand two hundred and nine individuals, destitute 
of the scriptures ; many of them so grossly ignorant 
as to be comparatively indifierent whether they ever 
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bad them or not; — evidently perishing for lack o( 
knowledge. The laudable exertions of the War- 
minster Bible Society first roused them from their 
lethargy, created by degrees an intense desire for 
this mode of instruction, which has happily issued in 
a general supply. 

Like every other valuable institution, at its com- 
mencement, this, also, had its obstacles to encounter ; 
but the perseverance of its friends has borne down all 
opposition, and left them in the full triumph of great, 
glorious, and lasting victory. 

Our Treasurer's Account is as follows : — 

£. 8. d. 

FreeSubscriptions,to30thJune,1817 57 10 UJ 

Collected of the Poor at Warminster 
Common, by weekly contri- 
butions of Id. and upwards 



. 88 18 


3 


£146 9 
. 125 5 


2i 
2 


. £21 4 


oj 



Eemitted for Bibles, &c. 
In Treasurer's hands 

Many persons, as well as ourselves, no doubt feel 
surprized at our success : but your Committee has 
found that when the idea of insurmountable difficul- 
ties has presented itself, when (to use the scripture 
language) they have been ready to say, *Who shall 
roll away the stone for it is very great ?' on resolving 
forthwitn to proceed, at any rate, they have found 
the stone wa^ rolled away already ; and, in general, a 
pleasing, profitable acceptance was the result. 

On investigation, we find that the poor of the 
neighbouring villages of Sutton Veny and Long- 
bridge Deverill, are at this time in a destitute state, 
and, like our own, are desirous of a supply of this 
invsduable treasure. We find also, that the education 
furnished by the Sunday-schools has greatly encour- 
aged the circulation of the scriptures: it is very 
common to hear the parents say, * we cannot read the 
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Bible^ Sir, ourselves, but our children who are at the 
Sunday-school can.' [Here a little boy was in- 
troduced who had received one penny per week of 
his father, and preserved it for sixty- six weeks, till he 
purchased a bible.] 

Bible Associations certainly stand greatly pre* 
eminent, in that they accomplish such stupendous ends 
by such comparatively insignificant means. Who could 
have supposed that in this parish, in the short space of 
eighteen months, under the greatest pressure of the 
times, the sum of one hundred and forty-six pounds 
could be raised by small weekly contributions : 
through which the poor have been so easily supplied. 
Nor has your Committee yet heard of a single 
instance where a Bible or Testament furnished by 
them has been sold or transferred. 

We have it also in our minds, not to rest till we 
have introduced a supply of the scriptures into all 
the neighbouring villages. 

Nor can we for a moment doubt that the abundance 
of seed thus sown, will in due time reward us with a 
corresponding harvest. The advantages in possession 
and in anticipation, civil and religious, temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal, which we confidently calculate 
on, combine to produce progressive substantial happi- 
ness to all those who have in any way contributed to 
such blessed results ; and we humbly trust infallibly 
to ensure to them and their posterity, the blessed and 
comprehensive smiles of Him who hath said, 'In 
as much as ye have done it to one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it imto me.* " 
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CHAPTER V. 



EXTRACTS FBOM A DIAET. 

"1817. Sometime ago the following occurrence took 
place / witnessed it. A certain tradesman who was 
somewhat embarrassed in his afiairs, wished to dispose 
of his business. His stock was very large : a person 
in the neighbourhood felt somewhat inclined to take 
it; he of course made the necessary enquiries 
respecting what capital would be wanted. The 
person who wished to dispose, well-knowing that the 
stock was too large for the other to contend with 
without great difficulty, designedly represented it to 
be of only half the value that it really was : at the same 
time, the conditions of the contract were to be, that 
the stock should be valued by two indiiferent persons, 
and that whatever were the amount, he, the purchaser, 
should be bound to take it alL This stratagem, had 
it succeeded, would have entirely ruined the party 
concerned : a merciful providence, however, timely 
interposed, * The snare was broken, and he was 
delivered.* Observe, — He feared God. But see 
the fatal consequence to the other. A principal 

creditor accidentally hearing that Mr. valued 

his stock at only £ became alarmed for the safety 
of his money, and forthwith levied an execution to 
an immense amount : (this was certainly premartire if 
not cruel). The property was instantly sold at a 
great loss. There was a considerable sum left after 
paying all the creditors to the full, notwithstanding 
the heavy law and other expenses incurred : at least 
two thousand pounds. But the unhappy character 
alluded to, unable to sustain the dreadful catastrophe 
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into which himself and family had fallen, refusing to 
be comforted, soon yielded up his disconsolate spirit 
to God who gave it. Awful warning to all those who 
sacrifice truth for gain. * Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye also unto them.* This 
is in all cases the good, and perfect, and acceptable 
will of God : and it is also in the end the most 
profitable rule for man. Lord help me more than 
ever to attend to it, for thy great name and mercy's 
sake." 

"July 3rd, 1817. Attended a coroner's inquisition 

to enquire into the cause of the death of 

He was in perfect health on Saturday last, in the 
vigour of manhood : attempting to remove a waggon 
he had his fingers crushed ; they mortified, and he 
died in three days. His body, though only thirty 
hours dead, is a spectacle shocking beyond all des- 
cription : his face is as black as jet. The surgeon 
states that he was in a state of intoxication at the time 
the accident happened, and that his constant habit of 
drinking produced such a nervous irritability, and 
such grossness of habit, as caused his death. 

' Religion's yoke is soft and light, 
And all her paths are paths of peace.' 

'Length of days is in her right hand, and in her 
left are riches and honor.' " 

October 12th, 1817. This afternoon a poor man 
at the Common with the greatest gratitude and 
affection, expressed his obligations to me for spiritual 
good received at our christian experience meeting, 
he added with great emphasis, 'all your labour, Sir, 
will not be lost.' This was a message from God to 
me, it lifted up my drooping head, and I again went 
on my way rejoicing. 

< Still, O Lord, our faith increase. 
Cleanse from all unrighteousness ; 
Thee, the unholy cannot see, 
Make, O make us, meet for Thee.* *' 

" November 23rd, 1817. The chapel hung with 
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mourning for the death of the Princess Charlotte, 
and with her, the death also of England's glory. — 
^ When thou with rehukes dost chasten man for sin, 
thou makest his beauty to consume away as it were a 
moth fretting a garment. Every man therefore is 
but vanity.' ^ Visiting the sins of the fathers upon 
their children.' " 

" January 25th, 1818. Visited a poor woman at 
the Common, who lives in a wretched cottage scarce 
fit for a stable. ' Two shillings a week, Sir, to live 
on, and this blessed book which you brought me, 
(pointing to a testament of the association she always 
kept by her side), make me quite happy and thankful. 
Bless the Lord O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits. I have got all this, and more ; I have got the 
love of God in my heart, and I am willing to depart 
hence, whenever the Lord is pleased to call me.' 

' There's something in the holy mind, 
For ever felt, yet undefined, 

So separate from without; 
That, add to want the fever's rage, 
Add ache, and mockery, and age, 

You cannot root it out. 
I tell you, sufferings that embrued 
The mangled frame in sweats of blood. 

Were but an infant's rod, 
Compared with that eternal joy, 
Which bursts the heart that dares to die 

A martyr for its God. 

Neale.'" 

"January 30th, 1818. Sweetest of blessings! 

filled overflowing with the treasures of his love. 

Divine communion, large and high, scarcely room 

left for either prayer or praise ; all arising from having 

just left the dying bed of dear Mrs. C. O how difierent 

from that of her late husband ! My soul said in very 

deed * It is good to be here' — emphatically good — 

< No guilty gloom can damp 
Whom Jesus' presence cheers.' 

A heavenly serenity on her pale countenance. 
* Glories beaming from her brow.' * Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no 
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evil for thou art with me/ Sure 'tis a privilege thus 
to die. — 

* Great in ruin, 
With unrelactant grandeur, gives, not yields, 
Her soul sublime, and closes with her fate.* 

What a struggle I had in my mind at first about 
going to see her, — * To-morrow — at a more convenient 
season, when no one is there to interrupt the con- 
versation — she will not die yet — she does not belong 
to your denomination, — for several weeks I yielded 
to these plausible suggestions of the stranger's voice : 
now, O my merciful God, receive I humbly beseech 
Thee, the humble hearty thanks of Thy poor creature, 
that with Thy own right hand and holy arm Thou 
hast gotten Thyself the victory. An hour's conver- 
sation with this dear woman — O what shalf I compare 
it to ! * Words are lost' in describing it : and Thou 
thyself in very deed wast there, with thy two or 
three, — in the midst, in the very centre of our 
enraptured souls. Sure it was the felt presence of 
the Deity. 

*^ O God of good, the unfathomed sea, 
Who would not g^ve his heart to Thee !" 

O ye of fearful hearts, be strong. — Still live for God ; 
doubt not. Dying grctce is in reserve for you too : 
It shall be given in the time of need. In the course 
of this interview she told me of the following dream, 
which she had a few weeks ago : [It should be first 
stated that a friend sleeps regularly in the same room, 
— the night that she dreamed tins awful dream, the 
friend was awaked by hearing her cry out in her 
sleep very loudly: on going to see what was the 
matter, she found her in great agitation, the cause of 
which she related as follows.] ' I dreamed that my 
late deceased husband was returned ; that he came 
not to see me, but the children; that one of the 
children ran up stairs and said to me, ' father is down 
stairs ;' surprized at hearing this, I called out aloud 
to him to come up to me. He immediately came up 
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the stairs and just looked on me^ and as I watched 
narrowly to see and to speak to him^ he suddenly 
appeared and disappeared behind the curtains at the 
foot of the bed : he did this extremely quick^ so that 
I could hardly discern his form perfectly ; but I saw 
enough of him to assure me that it was he. He 
seemed to be a kind of shadow. Anxious to know 
his state, I said C. are you happy ? With uncommon 
emphasis and a countenance horribly disgusting, he 
answered * Happy f' ^ I happy ?^ *how happy?* and 
immediately vanished. The impression made on my 
mind by this distressing circumstance made me groan 
with anguish indescribable ; / have not the least dovbt 
of his being a lost spirit /' " 

The following is the account of his death. 

"1813, August. I visited who was formerly 

my acquaintance. He was bred-up respectably, was 
now as to his temporal circumstances greatly reduced 
— ^he had lately been very profligate. His disease 
was ^consumption.' It was with considerable difficulty 
that I got access to him. As soon as I entered his 
room he raised his poor emaciated body in his 
bed, and before I had spoken a word, rudely requested 
me to withdraw. It quite shocked me ; I did not 
choose however entirely to comply with his request, 
but withdrew only to the outside of his room door, 
where a pious female stood, and where I took care to 
speak on religious subjects to her, so loudly, that he 
could not help hearing it. He took not the least 
notice of what was said, although nothing was named 
but the precious promises of the everlasting gospel. 
Unwelcome as was the task, I ventured once more, 
unbidden, to enter his room, and as I approached his 
bed-side he peremptorily ordered me again to leave the 
room. Horror-struck with his conduct, and knowing 
that he had not physical strength to make me comply, 
I, notwithstanding, stood my ground, and with all 
possible tenderness and humility thus addressed him ; 
— * Mr. C, I shall be happy in rendering you any 
assistance in my power.' Answer, — *I know it very 
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well, I don't want anything,' turning round his face 
to the opposite side. I replied 'Mr. G., the Lord is 
very gracious, he will freely receive every one that 
truly turns to him, though it be at the latest hour.' 
With great indignation he repUed, '/ dorCt like to 
hear it /' More and more cast down in my mind, I 
added, 'Mr. C, you may freely apply to the throne of 
grace; O do seek for mercy, God will not reject you.' 
In great wrath he replied, *let me aUme^ IwarU to go to 
sleep.'' I again said, 'anything in my power I shall be 
happy to do for you. O do seek the Lord.' With great 
vehemence he replied, ' / tell you I wont have it, let 
me cdone.* I then asked him to send for me: he said 
' I don't want you.' Unwilling still to give him up, I 
again humbly and tremblingly proffered him my 
services, and in the name of that Awful Being before 
whom he was shortly to stand, with the greatest 
possible tenderness, grief, and pity, addressed him 
once more, expecting it to be the last opportunity 
afforded me. He instantly rallied all his remaining 
strength, raised himself in the bed, and with a 
countenance full of wrath and malignity, furiously 
rang the bell. As soon as his wife entered the room 
he gave her the most positive orders to turn me out 
of the room immediately. In great despair and 
with unspeakable anguish, I forthwith complied with 
his awful request : I saw him no more. While I 
was walking in my garden the next morning pensively 
musing on this sad event, with my spirits much 
d^ressed, these words were forcibly impressed on 
my mind, * Dieth he as a fool dieth;^ presently a 
message was sent me announcing that Mr. C. was 
just dead ! I shall be happy to find hereafter that I 
was deceived in my opinion, but I firmly beUeve that 
this person was given up to a reprobate mind long 
before he died. Not long before his sickness he 
almost killed his mother. He appeared to be literally 
tormented by hearing the promises of the gospel, 
and of the saving name of Jesus. Such a death-bed 
scene I never saw before, and I hope never again to 
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witness : for some time the remembrance of it well- 
nigh drank up my spirits^ I had no rest night nor day. 

' O sweet religion, solace of our woes, 

What are thy prospects at life's peaceful close/ " 

"February 8th. 1818. Another blessed oppor- 
tunity in visiting the sick. A poor woman with a 
destructive cancer under her tongue^ is blessing and 
praising God for the good she received at the little 
experience meeting lately held at the Independent 
chapel, at the Common. We never knew of her 
state before. The Methodist preachers have arrayed 
themselves against us, and broken up this our friendly 
meeting ; in consequence of which I have devoted 
that time to visiting the sick, and hereby I have heard 
of several who found good to their souls at that 
meeting, which I never knew of before. This after- 
noon ten of the neighbours came to the house where 
I was, and requested me to converse with them as 
before, on religion : so in spite of the opposition 
alluded to^ it seems that they who fear the Lord will 
still be blessed with the privilege of speaking often 
one to another. Here we again had substantial proof 
that the Lord hearkened and heard, — we all ate of 
his dainties and were satisfied. 

' Where two or three with faithful heart 

Unite to plead the promise g^ven. 
As truly in the midst thou art, 

As in the countless hosts of heaven.' 

[N.B. — It is very remarkable but very true, that 
the aforesaid meeting of ^ ten of the neighbours in a 
sick womarCs cottagCy was the foundation of all the 
numerous subsequent and important religious meetings 
and services^ held by us as a separate society, at 
Warminster Common. About hali-a-year from this 
period, we, who were the principal supporters of the 
said experience meeting, were expelled from the 
Methodist society.]" 

" February 22nd, 1818. In visiting another poor 
family at the Common this afternoon, I obtained the 
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following informatioii. — A young woman who is very 
poor^ procures her scanty subsistence by gathering 
and selling watercresses. Sometime ago she was so 
distressed for want of necessary food that she became 
quite discouraged ; on going as usual in search for 
^e cresses, she was led to plead in the following 
manner before the Lord. ^Lord, I am distressed, 
I have no food to eat, I know not where to get any. 
Thou hast promised to be a father to the fatherless, 
a husband to the widow ; my poor mother is equally 
in want, and neither of us has the least prospect of 
deliverance.* ^ I pleaded in this way,' said she, * for 
a considerable time, till the Lord made my soul so 
happy with his love, that I no longer regarded my 
poor body ; I went however, shortly after, in search 
of a few cresses, to try to sell to procure a penny ; 
while there, two gentlemen came along, seeing me in 
the water they asked what I was about : I replied 
that I had no other means of getting my bread but in 
this way. Seeing my situation, and my tears for 
my poor afflicted mother, they were moved with 
pity, and each of them instantly gave me a 
shilling. Filled with wonder and gratitude, I hastened 
home to my mother ; I bought some bread, tea, and 
sugar, — I rejoiced with all my heart ; my mother did 
nothing else but weep at the loving-kindness of the 
Lord.' " 

"March 2nd, 1818. No language can describe 
the pain of mind which the Methodist preachers often 
occasion me, — I have just had another sore conflict, 
partly on account of their forsaking the Common. 
Whatever God Most High in his righteousness may 
bring upon them or their cause, I can truly say that 
for a length of time I have not been one with them. 
*Put Micaiah into prison,' say thqy, 'and feed him 
with the bread of affliction and the water of affliction, 
bid him hold his peace, smite him on the cheek, he 
always forebodes evil, is always disturbing our peace, 
—he is a croaker, if he does not hold his tongue we 
will assuredly get rid of him.' Two days after the 
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above contest, one of the said preaxshers was thrown 
out of a gig and dislocated his shoulder, very narrowlv 
escaping with his life. Another has a very black 
cloud threatening him also. 

O ye numerous, perishing, and despised poor of 
Warminster Common, for whom Christ died, so far as 
Methodist preachers are concerned therein, it may now 
truly be said, ye are sheep without a shepherd, — ^No 
man cares your souls to save.' For your sakes I have 
suffered great rebuke, I have struggled hard and long 
in your behalf, but I cannot save you." 

"March 29th, 1818. What a sacrifice! Dear 
Mrs. C, with tears in her dying countenance, thus 
offers herself unreservedly to God? * Although I lie 
languishing for life eternal — am perfect weakness — 
almost strangled with a cough — ^my bones nearly all 
protruding through the skin— night and day emphat- 
ically loaded with the burthen of the flesh, — Although 
the sweet, the attractive glories of heaven are 
clearly revealed to my mind's eye, angels are 
waiting to convey my happy spirit, unfettered, to 
those blessed abodes, and the crown of righteousness 
is ordained for my unworthy head — yet I am willing 
to remain in this state of suffering for three months 
longer, if it is the will of God, so that I may be 
rendered useful, in the least degree, to only one 
soul.' 

O Christ-like disposition ! what a proof of the 
genuine, all-enduring, all-conquering love of God 
filling her soul ! how meet for glory ! how truly con- 
formed to her Head — ^how greatly assimilated to the 
nature and disposition of the spirits of just men made 
perfect — and of all the perfected christians still living 
and toiling in the earthly kingdom and patience of Jesus. 

She told me that she got her first religious im- 
pressions by overhearing a pious female pray with 
a sick person in an adjoining bed-room." 

" March 30th, 1818, Death is again swallowed up 
in victory, O blessed, blessed hope! from earth it 
lifts us up— 

f3 
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'< In love with the beautiful clay, 
And longing to lie in its stead.' 

Dear Mrs. C, has just departed this life. Truly in, 
Thy faith, fear y and love. Sure 'tis a privilege thus 
to die. what a feast of marrow and fat things has 
my soul enjoyed through my intercourse with this 
dear woman during her protracted sickness : she 
died exclaiming — *My Jesus hath done all things 
well.' Who could have thought that her feeble frame 
would have survived the healthy constitution of my 
much-esteemed friend and faithful colleague in the 
bible association, Mr. John Morgan, who died March 
16th, 1818. He was at the Common, remarkably 
cheerful, at eleven o'clock, receiving (as usual) the 
weekly bible contributions of the poor, — was a corpse 
a few hours after ! Five years ago he and I united 
our efforts to supply the poor with the scriptures ; we 
began, continued, and ended in one spirit ; were never 
disposed to relinquish our important work, and the 
Lord was pleased graciously to prolong his useful 
life to see all but the accomplishment of his wishes. 
The poor are nearly all supplied with bibles. His 
exertions in their behalf were very great ; with tears 
in his eyes a few weeks ago, he said that he was 
determined to stand by the blessed institution to his 
life's end. So he did, — and having so far served his 
generation, we trust, according to the will of God 
— ^ He was not, for Ood took him^ and I am left to 
mourn his loss : — 

* When such friends part, 
'Tis the survivor dies.' 

He was one of the little band who used to worship at 
good old Mr. Pearce's, in Meeting-lane, herein-before 
referred to : nearly the last of them was Mrs. Mary 
Brown, widow, of this town, who, after adorning the 
doctrine of God her Saviour in all things, during her 
long life, died in 1849, with a hope full of immortality, 
aged eighty- 

Mouroful statement of events which followed the 
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relinquishiug of the said preaching at Warminster 
Common, and thus neglecting, if not despising, the 
perishing poor there, — "Curse ye Meroz, said the 
angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants 
thereof; because they came not to the help, of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty." — - 
[Judges v. 23.] Two itinerant preachers forthwith 
reduced to one ; injudicious expulsion of some of the 
oldest members ; the chapel in the town, which had 
been recently pewed and had two new galleries 
erected in it, and every sitting let, was reduced in 
occupancy nearly half ; a respectable and long-tried 
friend who had left a legacy to the chapel in his will^ 
cancelled the said legacy ; in two years the society 
fell x)ff in the circuit, fifty members, the income was 
thereby so reduced, that the steward was actually 
compelled to borrow thirty pounds on the preacher's 
household furniture. It is true, that occasionally 
a little quickening of the cause appeared, but it was 
always soon followed by a falling oflF again. By the 
year 1821, the principal persons concerned in this 
transaction (most of them preachers) had nearly all 
Tanished from the chapel. One was turned out of 
the society and fled from his creditors ; another had 
no success in his trade and left the town, soon after- 
wards his ship foundered, his deserving widow and 
fieuuily were reduced at once to poverty, and himself 
died in prison ; a third left the society and became a 
withered branch ; a fourth died, leaving an orphan 
quite unprovided for, with unsatisfied creditors; a 
fifth was rejected from his office and also left the 
society; a sixth died suddenly, immediately after 
preaching; a seventh died in a lunatic asylum ; the last 
of them, in 1835, joined the sad desolating separation 
which then took place, when all the thenlocal preachers 
in the circuit, excepting two, seized every chapel which 
they could get possession of, and formed a new sect. 
In 1844, notices of ejectment were served on the 
trustees^ and^ although all of them had received much 
spiritual instruction and edification there, yet they 
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refused to come forward to stop legal process^ or in 
any way to help in time of trouble. The chapel 
therefore, where so many faithful and beloved ministers 
had long laboured — where so much expense had been 
incurred — where so many precious souls had heard 
and received the truth as it was in Jesus, and had 
become burning and shining lights in their day and 
generation — that unfortunate chapel would have been 
inevitably sequestered in a few days, and poor 
Methodism actually driven out of the town, perhaps 
for ever, had not one of the expelled members of 
1818, in deepest pity and concern, come forward and 
rescued it : * Why art thou cast down O my soul, and 
why art thou disquieted within me V * Is his mercy 
clean gone for ever, and will he be no more entreated^' 
Thenceforward, friends wisely commenced a con- 
tribution fund, for lowering the long-standing and 
oppressive debt, in order that the sad occurrence 
might never again take place. But recent events seem 
plainly to shew that * Ichabod' is not yet removed from 
that once flourishing, but now languishing and much- 
lamented cause>. TTie debt is still unliquidated (1850). 
' It is impossible,' says our blessed Lord, ^ but that 
offences will come, but woe unto him through whom 
they come.' I knew an aged minister who had 
seen much of the reUgions world during his long life : 
he had witnessed many painful schisms and sepa- 
rations, he had diligently watched their results, and 
in no case did he ever see the parties concerned 
therein, af);erwards prosper. Agitators of religious 
societies, before they proceed to their unhallowed 
work, should read Numb. xvi. and Luke xvii. 1, 2." 



A PRAYER FOR THE PREACHERS OF THE GOSPEL, 
Composed by Mr. C Wesley, 

1 Lord of the harvest, hear 

Our supplicating cry, 
And every Gospel Messenger, 

With labouring strength supply t 
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With well-iostructed zeal, 
To make thy merey known ^ 
Their ministerial work fulfil, 
And lire to Thee alone. 

2 To shew forth all thy praise, 
Let them Thy servants live 3 

Of every virtue, every g^race, 

A bright example give. 

Let each by sinking, rise, 

By self-abasing fear, 
And poor, and mean, in his own eyes, 
And least of all appear. 

3 Be this their single aim. 

Thy glorious Truths to spread : 
As simple men, without a name. 

Who hang on Thee for bread : 

Who never seek their own. 

In blest obscurity ^ 
Content to live, and die unknown, 

Or known to none but Thee. 

4 In answer to our prayer, 
Tby mind in them reveal, 

That every humble messenger, 

May his own vileness feel; 

That to the faithful race, 

They all through life muy prove. 
Patterns of heavenly mindedness. 

Of meek and lowly love. 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

Case 7. Aged forty. — A violent pain in the pit of the stomach, 
in or near the heart, extending frequently to the left arm ; when 
it attacked her heart it^was so acute that she feared sudden 
death : had resisted all medicine for three weeks. Sparks, and 
a few slight shocks, applied to her stomach, drawn off at her 
back and through her arm ; perfectly cured — better in health 
than she has been for years. Two years after this it returned, 
and again was conquered in the same way. 

8. Aged sixty-nine. — Great weakness in the joints and rheumatic 
pains in different parts of the body. Small shocks administered 
all over the body a few evenings ; perfectly cured— can now walk 
witl)out her stick, and her health is better than for tlie last four 
years. 

9. A((ed thirty. — Swelling in the knee joint, commonly called 
a white swelling: had long resisted all medicine — unable to walk 
for three years — turned out of the infirmary incurable, after 
being there fifteen weeks, — the leg and foot also much swollen, — 
the swelling greatly reduced but the lameness remained. Sparks 
and shocks directly through the affected part. 
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NEW AND IMPORTANT MOVEMENT IN FAVOE OF 

WARMINSTER COMMON.-ANECDOTES AND 

EXTRACTS. 

In the year 1818 another movement took place^ which 
though small at its commencement^ was found after- 
wards vitally to affect the interests of the poor at 
Warminster Common to a large amount. The 
Methodist Society in this town became considerably 
agitated, by the undue officiousness of a certain 
itinerant Wesleyan preacher recently sent among 
them, of the name of Joshua Fielding, which ended 
in the expulsion of, first, the steward, and then of 
several of the principal members. Beports stated 
that this was not the first instance that had occurred 
of his breaking up societies where he had been 
stationed. In this case he undertook on his own 
judgment and of his own will to expel the said 
members ; an awjiil power indeed, for any individual 
entrusted with ministerial functions to hold and use. 
It was not known till now that any Methodist preacher 
ever had this dangerous authority : I conclude that 
it was what that body called " legal" or " constitu- 
tional," because, on return from the district meeting, 
the said preacher stated publicly, first to the society, 
and then to the congregation, from the pulpit, in my 
presence, *' that there was a peculiar glow of pleasur- 
able feeling went through the whole of the said 
meeting when he informed them that he had accom- 
plished what none of his predecessors could, namely, 
got rid of the troublesome steward, and now," said he, 
*' you will prosper.'' Moreover, a statement of the 
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facts was sent to the conference which drew near, 
complaining of the treatment alluded to, but no 
answer was ever received by the parties aggrieved^ 
nor was the said preacher called to account at any 
subsequent meeting for what he had done, nor did his 
successor in the ministry ever make the least apology 
for such proceedings, or state that they were irregular. 
[Shortly after the expulsion of these members of the 
society, the said preacher's wife and three children 
and servant were all taken ill in typhus fever, confined 
to their beds for a length of time, and thereby 
detained in the circuit for two months.] This 
little band of Ex-Methodists, for a season were 
.therefore as sheep without a shepherd, and all they 
could do was, mournAiUy to commit their cause to 
him that judgeth righteously ; visiting the sick poor 
at the Common on Sabbath afternoons, being their 
chief religious employment. It so happened that 
one of them, the aforesaid Mr. Ludlow, had a large 
cottage at the Common, adapted for preaching in; 
and, also, he still paid the ground-rent of the (now 
vacant) Independent chapel tibere, late abandoned by 
the Wesleyan preachers. Some one soon suggested, 
" Why do you not meet at the said places and carry 
on some service in the best way you can," It was 
well known, that at this time we were under the painful 
circumstances of having been recently expelled from 
a religious society, and therefore felt ourselves, of 
course, in some spiritual bondage or disgrace, thinking 
that surely there must be something radically bad in 
us, or this would not have been the case ; and there- 
fore we were quite unfit for such a sacred work. But 
the hint, though it lingered, was at length reluctantly 
taken, and with much fear and trembling acted on. 
No obstacle appeared in the way : " an old disciple," 
a local preacher of the name of James Bond, kindly 
offered to assist ; Mr. Ludlow himself occasionally 
preached ; another read sermons. Death, judgment, 
and eternity were always before our eyes, pressing us 
forward ; the wants of the poor cried aloud for help ; 
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and thus the work feebly but steadily proceeded, 
surprizing us at once with the most unexpected and 
amazing success ; proving truly, if anything could, 
that the excellency of the power herein was not of 
man but of God. 

It should be particularly noticed here, that at this 
time there was no Sunday service whatever held at 
the Common, all other denominations having left 
it: even the aforesaid old Mr. Jeremiah Payne, 
chiefly from infirmity, had discontinued his; so that 
these proceedings, under such circumstances, we 
think, could never hereafter be construed as done in 
opposition to any reUgious party. Finding a great 
and effectual door open to us, and the hand of 
the Lord with us for good, (though we never had 
contemplated or desired such a thing — never had 
received any formal call or ordination for such a 
work), yet insufficient as we were, still, viewing it in 
the Ught of eternity, we thought that we were never- 
theless assuredly called to go on, and work as well 
as we could, in this needy, deserted part of His 
blessed vineyard, trusting alone in Him for help. So, 
leaving all thought of ever returning to the old society, 
(sadly impoverished by these proceedings), which we 
always loved, and now greatly mourned over, we set 
ourselves heartily and diUgently to the work assigned, 
little thinking what awaited us, what sore travail we 
had to pass through in its progress. It is true that 
the work prospered, but the lion roared dreadfuUy. 
We had only four or five of us to take active parts in 
the services ; no other person or denomination what- 
ever patronized us : in this arduous undertaking we felt 
that, truly we were spiritually nothing in all their 
sight, and so we were in our own sight; — with 
mountains of difficulties to overcome. But fight we 
found we must, and fight we did, and long and terrible 
was the conflict. We never could have thought it 
possible, that after a copy of the scriptures had been 
furnished to every family throughout the place, 
there should be still left such extreme depravity : 
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indeed it was difficult to conclude that they had been 
at all benefited thereby. When we went to the 
afternoon services^ a gang of idle, dissolute young 
men and boys was sure to be assembled every sabbath, 
to insult and annoy us in the way ; in the evening 
they came to the door or rudely entered the chapel — 
cursing and swearing during the service, whistling, 
hooting, throwing in stones, putting out the candles, 
breaking the lanterns which lighted the hearers to 
the chapel, damaging their clothing, throwing stones 
or dirt at them in the street, insulting the women : 
in short, our chapel door seemed to be the general 
rendezvous for the very beasts of the people, every 
Sunday evening. It was my painful lot to stand 
at the door almost every time we assembled, (for 
no one else could check them), bare-headed, in the 
depth of winter, to keep anything like order, so that 
the service within might go on at all. Only two 
doors from the chapel was a house of Hi fame; a 
little farther distant was a most offensive lodging- 
house, where the worst of characters resorted ; and 
also an ale-house always open on Sundays. When 
reading a sermon, I have been sometimes obliged to 
stop the service, and go and lay hold of the offender, 
and by physical force, single-handed, drag him out 
from among the congregation, and throw him out of 
the door, and then go back and resume the service. 
This we had constantly to contend with for several 
winters, yet notwithstanding this opposition great 
good was evidently doing continually — souls were 
truly converted, several died happy in the Lord, and 
a voice seemed always to be sounding in our ears, 
" Woe be to us, if we preach not the gospel'* to the 
poor. So on we did go, I say, living as it were only 
a day at a time, alternately hoping and despairing, 
uncertain as to whether we should ever have peace or 
deliverance. Many a dark winter evening, on going 
to the chapel, have I said in my heart, that I was sure I 
could not feel greater anguish of spirit if I was then 
actually going to be transported ; and we thought it 
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mercifiil indeed, if we afterwards got home without 
receiviog some bodily injury. Moreover, the cause 
had to be supported in a pecuniary way, and none of 
our hearers could help us in this respect : nearly all 
the expence fell on me, who had but very limited 
resources to meet it ; so, in fact, we had to labour in 
the very fire — greatly to sufifer continually — and to 
pay for it, not receive, I ask, is it any wonder that 
no other denomination ever opposed us in performing 
this, the very drudgery of the vineyard ? Who, I 
a$k, among them, were there, that either would or 
could have stood it ? One night, after I had reproved 
three men for kicking a poor woman's lantern out of 
her hand who had been to the chapel, I had three 
large stones thrown into one of my bed-room windows 
by three men exactly of the dress and description of 
those I had reproved ; either of which stones would 
have killed any man, had it struck him in the head : 
they were thrown with such velocity that, after shat- 
tering the sash-firame, they cut out the plaster of the 
opposite wall of the room. Through mercy, no one 
was then sleeping in the room. 

" He to his own, a Comforter will send, 
The prombe of the Father; who shall dwell, 
His Spirit within them ; and the law of faith 
Working through love, upon their hearts shall write, 
To guide them in all truth : And also arm 
With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and quench bis fiery darts. 
With inward consolations recompensed, 
And oft supported, so as shall amaze, 
Their proudest persecutors." 

Milton. 

<< That voice of God, within the attentive mind, 
Obeying fearless, or in life, or death." 

Thompson. 



EXTRACTS FROM A DIARY. 



"July 20th, 1818. Last night I had the following 
dream. I dreamed that I was introduced into the 
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place where ancient paradise was : the situation was 
most delightful; it was a sloping eminence which 
commanded the most extensive and delightful views 
of creation on all sides. It is impossible in words to 
describe the glory and grandeur of the place. There 
was a church near^ and the nearest resemblance of it 
that I have ever met with is^ the scenery at and near 
the new church near Warminster Common. With 
wonder and holy admiration I exclaimed, ' this is all 
worthy of God Most High !' every object displayed 
unequivocally both 'the skill and power divine.' 
There were others present equally interested. While 
contemplating the glory of the place, and the divine 
goodness so richly displayedy^^suddenly a Divine 
Afflatus pressed upon me, and moved me with un- 
common energy and subUmity to proclaim the loving* 
kindness of the Lord. The ideas were so important, 
copious, and original, that I cried out with great 
concern, ' What shall I do ? here are important 
heavenly truths revealed, flowing like rivers of living 
water through my heart and tongue, and I have no 
paper to write them down, presently they will all be 
forgotten!' I looked every way, and anxiously 
enquired if no one present could write short-hand. 
As soon as I had ended speaking, a revelation was 
made to my heart, by a peculiar heavenly li^ht which 
I well understood (though I saw no simihtude nor 
heard anything by the outward ear) of the Heavenly 
Host being present all the while I was speaking, and 
it was suggested to me that they were all waiting 
attentively to hear what the Heavenly Afflatus dictated 
tome; for, said they, 'God does not always reveal 
his mind and will directly to us, but ^equently 
through the medium of his faithful servants; we 
always attend their steps — we know the genuine voice 
of Almighty God, and most promptly act according 
to the revelation.' what light and glory now shone 
into my enraptured soul, at the consideration that 
God should so honor his poor unworthy creature, as 
to make me the instrument of conveying His adorable 
g2 
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will not only to my fellow-creatures then present, bnt 
also to such sublime intelligences ! I never before 
saw so clearly the meaning of the apostle's words, 
* Which things the angels desired to look into.' — 
1 Petbr i. 12. This happened at the time when 
I was suffering the greatest persecution from the 
Methodist preachers, and truly I can say it greatly 
strengthened me for new trials. [It was several 
years after this took place before I ever ventured 
publicly to expound a chapter, I only occasionally 
read sermons : at this time I had not the most distant 
thought of ever being a preacher. I beg to refer to 
the missionary speech recorded June Ist, 1837, in this 
•work, for further elucidation of the term " paradise" 
in special reference to Warminster Common.} 

"August 23rd, 1818. Just left the dying bed of 
Maria Bray, at the Common, she appears ready winged 
for the flight. ^ I have no doubt on my mind,' says 
she, * I am longing to depart, to be with Christ, I 
know God loves me, I believe I am going to glory'. 
I took my last farewell : she most affectionately 
thanked me, and we joyfully anticipated our meeting 
again, 

' Where death shall all be done away 

And bodies part no more/ 

So while nothing but barrenness is to be found in the 
Methodist society, God most graciously favors my 
joyful spirit with many proofs of his love on death 
beds. 

How true it always is, that they who are bom 
after the flesh will ever persecute those who are bom 
after the spirit. — It matters not what name they bear, 
or to what family or society they belong ; the carnal 
mind is still enmity to God and goodness. Bearing 
the name of Methodist, Calvinist, or Baptist, does 
not destroy sin in the soul ; and till this is done, the 
remains of sin will, on certain occasions, discover and 
exert itself in opposing holiness." 

" October 24th, 1818. Dreamed that I was in a 
place where I was nearly suffocated with fire and 
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smoke, — awoke in great agitation, and, on opening 
my eyes, I discovered the light shining into my 
window of that dreadful fire, which at three o'clock 
this morning broke-out in the Market-place, and 
consumed several houses and shops,with much goods. 
I was the first that gave the alarm in our street 

^ Nothing hath the jast to lose, 
By worlds on worlds destroyed ; 
Far beneath his feet be views. 
With smiles, the flaming void.* " 

"November 28th, 1818. This afternoon I visited 
a family at the Common where the &ther is confined in 
one bed by a painfully protracted disease ; a profligate 
daughter in another bed, — ^her loathsome disease was 
so peculiarly offensive to me, that though I ^ot close 
to the window for help, the effluvia well-nigh made 
me sick. Well may Solomon say, ' Her feet go down 
to death; her steps take hold of hell.' 'And thou 
mourn at the last when thy flesh and thy body are 
consumed, and say how have I hated instruction, and 
my heart despised reproof.* Prov. v. 5, 11 Her 
sister was burned to death some years ago. Her 
brother is now in prison for housebreaking.'* 



" REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAT TO KERF IT HOLY. 

'^ I was enabled to settle all these extensive affairs 
to the full satisfaction of my employers ; but I had a 
sore trial to exercise my faith and patience during 
one period of the time thus engaged. It was as 
follows : — The said bankrupt's assignees were about 
to declare a dividend of the effects on Monday ; their 
solicitor, having protracted the balancing the accounts 
to the last moment, sent his clerk on Stmday moiming 
peremptorily demanding of me to go to the countmg- 
house, and furnish him with certain papers relating 
thereto. As I had for many years most scrupulously 
refirained from transacting any secub»r Irasiness on 
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that holy day, with great indignation I replied, 'you 
tell your master that I am going to a place of worship, 
and I shall not go to the counting-house for him nor 
for any one else.' Forthwith, I hastened away, and 
during the intervals of worship took good care to keep 
out of the way, so that he should not have fresh access 
to me. Late in the evening, however, one of the 
assignees' sons found me out at the chapel door, and 
again clamorously demanded the papers alluded to. 
I had just partaken of the ordinance of the Lord's 
supper, and was thereby the better qualified to meet 
the painful trial : again I sternly refused, still deter- 
mined not to dishonor my blessed Lord and master 
and his loved cause on any account ; and with greater 
emphasis than ever 1 replied, * 1 am ashamed of your 
conduct. You tell the assignees, that if they cannot 
let me alone on Sunday Sy they shall get some one else 
to settle their affairs,"* A host of evil suggestions, 
however, immediately arose in my mind, about what 
would be the consequence of such decided conduct. 
I had for a certainty to meet these very offended 
parties the next day : not one of them that I knew 
was favorable to religion. I did not like to lose the 
profitable situation, as * the barrel of meal' was then 
low, and much needed recruiting. It was suggested 
powerfully to my mind that I should surely be turned 
out of my office, — the said solicitor had informed me 
that he was going to complain to the meeting that, 
through my refusal to furnish the proper documents 
he could not perfect his accounts : and heavy indeed 
did the pressure rest on my mind as to its issue. 
Like Daniel of old, it appeared all but certain, that 1 
must now be cast into the den of lions. But just at 
the moment of greatest fear and anxiety, these sweet 
words relieved my burthened mind and brought me 
peace, ' Thy God whom thou servest continually, he is 
able to deliver thee ;' I again knew my shepherd's 
• voice and blessed his love, ^nd now for the important 
issue/ At my trial, first the said solicitor privately 
complained heavily how much I had hindered him in 
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his work, &c. &c. I replied that 'I had not done any 
writing on the Lord's day for many years past, and 
I was not going to begin then : that I was willing to 
attend to business late Saturday evening and early 
Monday morning, but on no account would I do it on 
Sundays.' One of the assignees then encountered 
me, and I dreaded for a moment the attack of the 
rest ; my faith was again put to a severe test, and 
great was the conflict, — yet the words ^ He is able to 
deliver thee,' still sweetly flowed into my anxious 
mind. Ye that have ears to hear, and hearts to 
rejoice in the divine goodness, listen, believe, and 
adore. When the commissioners commenced business 
nothing more was said on the subject, and the fearful 
bill of indictment framed against me was not pre- 
ferred; the office papers referred to were never 
enquired for ; and what is best of all, in the afternoon, 
the said commissioners with the assignees and the 
creditors (a large assembly) in the presence of the 
said sabbath-breaking solicitor, actually made me the 
sole arbitrator of a large and very difficult part of 
the bankruptcy concern — the settling of which was 
far more important in its nature than any previous 
commercial transaction of my whole life, (there was a 
sum of nearly two thousand pounds in the doubtful 
issue), at the same time intimating to me in the most 
respectful manner, that they should be all fully 
satisfied with my single decision therein. The solicitor 
alluded to, sat the whole time a silent spectator of 
their proceedings ; they never once referred the case 
to him. Observe, he himself (it was said) fully 
expected to be the person employed: I had not 
previously the least idea whatever of having anything 
to do in it — and I was actually astounded at the 
altogether unexpected and very important occurrence. 
So ' God even thy God, again anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness above thy fellows,' and again sweetly 
proved to my full satisfaction, that * them that honor 
me I will honor, and they that despise me shall be 
lightly esteemed.' Truly could I say again, ' Mar- 
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yellous are Thy works and ways ;' and *0 God, Thou 
art my defender and the lifter up of my head.' 

In conclusion, I would humbly but mournfully 
state, (although I make no comment thereon), it was 
no great while after this transaction took place, that 
the said soUcitor's children were fatherless and his 
wife a widow. 

'A godly education, under the influences of the 
Divine Spirit, which can never be withheld where 
they are earnestly sought, is sure to produce the fruits 
of righteousness; and he who reads, prays, and 
meditates, will ever see the work which God has 
given him to do, the power by which he is to perform 
it ; and the times, places, and opportunities for doing 
those things, by which God can obtain most glory, 
his soul most good, and his neighbours most edifi- 
cation.' Dr. a. Clarke." 

At the close of the year 1818, the Warminster Bible 
Society and the Association had, together, distributed 
11 50 copies of the scriptures, in the town, the com- 
mon, and neighbouring villages ; and had remitted to 
the parent society for books received, £803 : 4 : 7. 
These institutions were supported chiefly by the 
different denominations of dissenters; and no one 
was more active or persevering in promoting their 
glorious objects from first to last, than the Bev. 
Joseph Berry, the able and worthy successor of the 
aforesaid Bev. E. D. Jackson, of Common-close 
Independent chapel ; and I am bold to aflirm that no 
part of his beloved flock was nearer his heart at all 
times, than those who had so long shared his valuable 
labors at Warminster Common : 1 shall never forget 
his long and uninterrupted friendship to me : in the 
Lord's work we were always united. Moreover, 
when our very limited funds were exhausted in 
building the new chapel at the Common (1827), he 
was ready, unsolicited, at once to help, and by a 
seasonable contribution of five pounds, cheered our 
hearts and bade us go forward. I am happy to say 
he is still living (1850), and were he to know of the 
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uninterrupted prosperity which has ever since attended 
that needy but important cause, I am sure the love of 
the Redeemer would kindle afresh in his liberal, 
enlarged heart, and he would still most devoutly * bid 
us God speed.' Honorable mention must also be 
made of his valuable coadjutor in the Bible Society, 
the late Mr. Joshua Lambert Vardy, one of the 
secretaries ; who also was an occasional helper 
in the ministry at the Independent chapels in 
the town and common. He was heretofore one of 
the missionaries on board the unfortunate vessel 
"The Duff," when she was captured by a French 
privateer on her voyage to 'I'ahiti. His heart 
was truly in the Lord's work, and his tongue 
always charmed us at the glad return of our bible 
anniversaries. Many a gloomy season did I afterwards 
spend at witnessing on those occasions " David's place 
empty." There could not be the least doubt what- 
ever, but for him " to die, was gain :" but I humbly 
ask, what was it to us who lived ? I answer, loss — 
^reat and unspeakable loss. I have no idea of send- 
ing all good people quickly to heaven, when sin so 
abounds, and when, most unquestionably, their 
precious lives and labors are so much needed on 
earth. " I pray not," says our blessed Lord, " that 
thou shouldest take them out of the world." / also 
pray, and hope ever to pray, " that He who hath the 
keys of hell and of death, will still grant us the 
benefit of His last important prayer, and at all times 
mercifully lengthen all useful lives. Amen." 

" 1819, February 7th. Visited an old woman at 
the Common, who is in her ninety-second year. She 
was well acquainted with my great-grandfather. For 
more than forty years she has lived in a wretched 
cottage (apparently as old and as feeble as herself) in 
which there is no floor except the natural earth, 
mended with turfs of grass actually growing, which 
is not barely damp, but generally wet as it is in a 
garden ; there were neither stools nor chairs for to sit 
on, so that we were obliged to stand. The door and 
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windows are so literally full of hples, that she must 
of necessity have a free circulation of air, summer 
and winter : no ceiling, no plaster on the wails. Her 
husband lived with her till he was very old : her 
grandmother lived to a hundred and four. In this 
miserable hovel she keeps but little fire : for time 
immemorial, she says, she has tasted no beer or spirits. 
Five shillings per week, parochial allowance, keep 
herself and daughter. Weak tea is chiefly her drink, 
potatoes and bread her food. She smokes tobacco. 
No meat, except a benevolent person, once on a time, 
send her a bit. She has had four children. 



Keflections made while soliciting votes for the 
appointment to the office of Assistant Overseer of the 
Poor, March, 1819; hereafter found of such vast 
importance in aiding the moral improvement of the 
poor at Warminster Common. (Age thirty-five.) 

" But how do you know that this is your provi- 
dential path ? I answer, first. It was not solely my 
own seeking or desiring ; judicious persons, whom I 
believe would serve me all they could, pressed it upon 
me. Secondly, It is a lawful situation ; it may be 
held to the honor and glory of God ! Thirdly, I 
have leisure for it, and if I ever apply myself to 
business, it is now high time. Fourthly, I feel '* it is 
not good for man to be alone," I should be glad, if it 
met with Divine approbation, to have " an help meet 
for me;" this probably may facilitate the desired 
object. Fifthly, I have the afiections of most of the 
poor, and they have mine; hence reciprocal love 
makes every burden light : in this situation, I may 
also be able more efifectually to suppress vice, and to 
promote true religion and virtue. Sixthly, Many, if 
not most of the respectable inhabitants, as well as all 
the poor, rejoice at the idea of my having the office. 
Seventhly, I have moreover sweet intimations of the 
love of God every day whilst pursuing the object : I 
have also sweet liberty in prayer on the occasion : 
and there is not, as yet, any contradictory light in my 
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mind when in secret^ solemnly waiting on God ! nor any 
outward opposition. Eighthly, and lastly, I seem fully 
and absolutely as willing .to relinquish the object — 
yea, more so — I am desirous to be wholly rejected, 
if it be the will of my Father which is in heaven ; 
who never did, nor ever will, withhold any good 
thing from them that walk uprightly." 

"April 18th, 1819. Last night, in my sleep, I 
seemed to have another sweet interview with my late 
dear and honored mother. She seemed to be in a 
state of perfect rest and purity, far exceeding all 
human conception and description. When I was 
about to name her earthly trials, I was suddenly sus- 
pended by a heavenly impulse, which seemed to 
assure me that her present repose had totally oblit- 
erated the remembrance of them from her mind. 
Her consummate peace, contrasted with the remem- 
brance I still had of her late life of affliction, so oppressed 
me with a load of pleasure and pain, that my full 
heart well nigh brake. — Grief of soul at the retro- 
spect, joy unspeakable at the fruition and prospect, 
together pressing on a mind still in the earthly house 
of this its tabernacle, I say, produced sensations, that 
may be felt, but cannot be described." 

" A gleam of pleasing light 
Spread o'er the place, and, shining heavenly bright 
My mother stood revealed before my sight— 
(Never so radiant did her eyes appear, 
Nor her own star confess'd a light so clear) — 
Great in her charms as when on gods above 
She looks, and breathes herself into their love." 

Virgil, Book 2—799. 

<* We loved, bat not enough, the gentle hand 
That reared us. 

How gladly would the man recal to life 
The boy's neglected sire. A Mother too, 
That softer friend, perhaps, more gladly still, 
Might he demand them at the gates of death." 

COWPBR. 

" April 24th, 1819. This morning, while standing 
in the Market-place, a mad dog bit two dogs within a 
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yard of my feet, one on each side of me ; he passed 
me twice, and then ran off and bit several more dogs 
and a horse : he was killed when in the act of leaping 
at Esquire T.'s coachman, Bishopstrow. When I 
retired to return thanks to my Great Deliverer, I was 
so full, that I could neither pray nor praise : deep, 
humble, solemn silence, was then all my devotion. 

" Dangers stand thick through all the ground 
To push us to the tomb." 

In 1819, a Sunday-school for boys and girls was 
begun by the Independents, at the Common. 

It was only about half a year after the expulsion of 
the aforesaid members of the Methodist Society, that 
the appointment of one of them to the office of 
Assistant Overseer, or Paymaster of the poor, took 
place. That the said appointment may be deemed to 
be providential, we think there can be no doubt, for 
it was a large Vestry at the time, there were two 
hundred Kate-payers present, and not one dissentient 
voice. The great bulk of the poor always resided at 
Warminster Common. Tliis office, of course, brought 
the said person into closer contact than ever with 
most of the poor ; and so far as circumstances would 
permit, it was gladly, and at once, turned to spiritual 
account. Some of the influential Paymasters, how- 
ever, soon became restless, and complained thus : 
" What, said they, do we have a Methodist for to be 
Overseer ? he will give all our money to the poor : 
he cannot swear to them as he ought : he wDl try to 
make them all Methodists. Is there not plenty of 
Ijing and hypocrisy existing among the lower class, 
without adding Methodism to their vices ?" But this 
jealousy did not last long : it was soon seen that true 
Methodism had nothing " vicious" in it, and therefore 
that spirit subsided. But O, what additional scenes 
of vice, wretchedness, misery, and woe, did this office 
disclose among the long-neglected and perishing poor, 
especially at the Common. And O, bow manifestly 
did it appear that sin produced nearly all their misery. 
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In very deed was it found that both their souls and 
bodies perished for lack of knowledge. Furthermore, 
it was clearly proved that the secidar or legal modes 
provided for suppressing or punishing vice, proved 
all but powerless : every help of this kind was quickly 
had recourse to, but in vain, — prisons and penalties 
were all but laughed to scorn by the Man of Sin, who 
so reigned and ruled in this, his ancient and almost 
undisputed empire. Even at this time, although all 
the barbarous sports (excepting pitched battles) had 
ceased, yet every other species of vice flourished; 
and as jfor attending divine worship on the Sabbath 
(leaving out the Sunday-school children), I should 
say (for I have again and again counted them) that 
forty or fifty adults was the full number that on a 
sabbath then went from the Common, out of a popu- 
lation of thirteen or fourteen hundred, to all the 
places of worship in the town put together. It was 
also proved to fullest demonstration, that a very great 
portion of the heavy parochial expenses continually 
incurred, arose solely from the vices of the poor and 
from nothing else ; and that so long as vice reigned 
the tax must be levied. I say, clearly was it proved that 
the most vicious were the most wretched, and the 
most expensive ; and how truly distressing must it be 
to a spiritually-minded person to witness this enormous 
amount of evil prevailing, with all but certain despair 
of its ever being remedied. The little band of Ex- 
Methodists, still, however, cleaved close to one another 
and to the work assigned them, and good was done in 
spite of all opposition and reproach : and new efforts 
were adopted to check at least, if not conquer, vice. 

I have before stated that there was always an idle 
band of young men and boys assembled at a particular 
spot at the Common, called the stile, Brook-street, 
who always annoyed all religious people who passed 
them on sabbaths. I had repeatedly tried secular 
legal modes to disperse them, but in vain: I now 
adopted the following, — on one of the intervals of 
worship I made it my business to go quietly and 
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kindly amongst them, quite alone, and expostulate 
with them in the most humble manner, endeavouring 
to persuade them not to go on in such a wicked course 
of life. As I found a few of them could read, I 
moreover carried in my pocket a number of printed 
hymns and distributed them, and I promised that if 
any of them would learn the said hymns, and come 
there on the next sabbath and say them to me, I 
would give them two pence. [N.B. — My pocket was 
picked while I addressed them the first time.] This 
plan succeeded to my utmost wishes; and every 
sabbath, sitting on the said stile, I had the satisfaction 
of hearing some religious subject repeated aloud, in 
the presence of perhaps ten to twenty of the very 
lowest of the degraded poor, on the spot where 
nothing but cursing, swearing, ridiculing religious 
people, &c. had hitherto abounded. This practice 
was continued till the inclemency of the season pre- 
vented, and then these poor outcasts, who never had 
entered a place of worship in all their lives, and never 
had been spoken to about their precious souls, actually 
offered to provide me with a place of shelter to meet 
them in on a week day evening, if I would attend 
and instruct them. [I could not, however, accept 
this their proposal, — the place selected by them for 
their winter evenings instruction, had neither door, 
window, nor fire-place in it.] From what I have 
witnessed I am sure that there are no cases of vice, 
ignorance, or spiritual darkness, however bad, but 
could be successfully met, if suitable persons could 
be found to instruct them and proper means adopted. 
I then invited them to attend at the chapel on Sunday 
mornings, where I would meet them as before, but 
very few of them came. But numerous children, 
unasked, gladly attended, and' said hymns, chapters, 
and pieces, which greatly astonished us ; and this was 
the commencement of all that subsequent important 
religious teaching of children, which always so much 
strengthened and blessed our cause. Additional good 
now appeared to be going on at the Common, and we 
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thanked God and took courage. The steady and 
constant workings of the chapel services also, soon 
drove away that, abominable nuisance hereinbefore 
complained of, the home of ill fame, situate only two 
doors distant. 

'^ August, 1820. Sometime ago I visited an old 
woman who was very sick. On enquiring the state of 
her mind, she mournfully replied, * O I am very low, 
I am afraid that I am not one of God's children.' 
' Why are you a&aid of this V I asked. 'She replied, 
' because I never had a call !' ' Never had a call,' 
said I, 'and upwards of eighty years of age ? What 
place of worship have you attended Y * I have 

attended meeting for forty years, and have 

been all the while waiting for a call : one and another 
have been called there, but I have been always left 
out, and now I am a&aid that I shall never be called.' 
In my deeply-distressed and humbled heart I said 
'0 Lord, what is now to be done for this poor 
deluded, dying creature,' The next day, however, 
she was truly and finally called ; her day of gracious 
visitation for ever ended: 'Earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust,' was soon read on her account, 
and unchangeable eternity was her portion. O ye 
gospel ministers, so called, was this fatal delusion the 
DTuits of your boasted ministry ? and will not her soul 
be required at your hands ?" 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

10. Violent pain in his foot and ancle which rendered him 
unable to walk ; perfectly cured by shocks, once administered. 

1 1 . Aged fifty-one.— Great debility of the whole system, every 
joint swollen and remarkably distorted for seven years; great 
benefit. Shocks through every part ; had been endeavouring for 
years to procure perspiration, without effect — on the first admin- 
istration of electricity, sweated profusely. 

12. A little boy, aged five years. — Remarkably weak and 
debilitated in one of his legs, supposed to have been born so ; it 
was much smaller than the other, and always cold. Shocks and 
sparks a few evenings ; great benefit — ^increased in strength daily. 

h2 
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CHAPTER VII. 



EEPORT OF BIBLE ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE, WITH 
ANECDOTES AND EXTEACTS. 



" Report of the Warminster Common Bible Associ- 
ation, 2nd January, 1821. — 
Mr. Chairman, 

Another year has passed away, with all its joys 
and sorrows ; a new year presents itself, and, as it is 
an undisputed fact, that he that would build well, 
must first lay a good foundation; we believe that 
there can be no better mode adopted for ensuring a 
happy termination to this year, than that of early meeting 
again to encourage the circulation of that inexhaustible 
source of all good — the Bible. 

Many times, Mr. Chairman, has this place been 
filled with friends attached to this excellent Institution ; 
they never were disappointed in their expectations. 
The great and glorious Author of the Bible has 
always smiled on the work — ^has at once confessed 
His faithful servants ; and under His sacred influence, 
we have ever departed from the meeting, joyfully 
exclaiming, 'Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servants 
depart in peace^ for our eyes have seen Thy sal- 
vation.' 

And while we have shared in the blessing of giving, 
others have alike shared in the blessing of receiving. 
Numbers of our poor destitute fellow-creatures, are 
now rejoicing in possession of that treasure, which, 
without the aid of a Bible Association, they must 
have for ever despaired of obtaining. You have thus 
fed them with the bread which endureth to ever- 
lasting life ; you have done what you could, ye true 
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philanthropists : look at your exceeding great reward — 
^ He that turneth many to righteousness, shall shine 
as the stars for ever and ever.' 'Let him know, 
that he that converteth a soul from the error of his 
way, shall save a soul from death.' 

And you who, by free subscriptions, have con- 
tributed your aid to this blessed work, we humbly 
ask, have you lost any thing thereby ? has no extra 
blessing been imparted ? — ^no evil averted ? Cannot 
you bear a clear and joyful testimony to that Truth, 
* God is not unrighteous to forget your labor of love V 
has not a smiling providence, we ask, more than com- 
pensated ? and are there not new blessings in reserve 
for you ? 

As it is impossible to find a better way of doing 
good and glorifying God, we feel it our duty, this 
evening, in His great name, to stir up ourselves 
afresh, and begin again in this blessed work. 

One of the glories of this undertaking is, all re- 
ligious parties can safely co-operate. As in the 
natural world, light dissected shews diversity of color, 
but when united, is only one pure transparent ray ; 
so it is in Bible Associations. Here the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace, is strikingly exhibited ; 
here truly it may be said, 'Names and sects, and 
parties fall.' Here also we find that 'unity is 
strength ;' and called in one hope of our calling, we 
give proof to the world, that the Bible is capable of 
making the Church on earth, a happy emblem of the 
Church above. 

O how infinitely surpassing all worldly entertain- 
ments, are such meetings as these ; how consistent 
with the pure spirit of the blessed Gospel, and the 
high and holy character of beings born for eternity 1 
They leave no sting behind : they greatly strengthen, 
and prepare for coming trials. 

< When the storm blackens, and the thunder rolls, 
When the earth trembles to the afiPHghted poles ; 
The virtaous mind, nor doubts nor fears assail, 
For storms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale.' 

h3 
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But we mast hasten to lay before this meetings au 
account of the last year's proceedings. 

The distribution of the scriptures has been^ of 
necessity, comparatively small ; owing to the ample 
previous supply. The poor, generally, are well sup- 
plied : but we have it in contemplation, shortly to 
make another general investigation. 

Total number of copies d^tributed since the com- 
mencement of the Institution, . « . . 1677. 

'Not unto us — not unto us — but unto Thy name, O 
Lord ! be all the glory.' " 
,1 

"1821, March 25th. An awfiil judgment fell on the 
head of an old profane swearer, an inmate of the. 
workhouse, whom I reproved a fortnight ago for 
sabbath-breaking. He had several times sworn that 
he would rather the devil would fetch him, than that 
he should die in the workhouse. In the morning, 
he walked out of the house, in perfect health : in 
half-an-hour's time he was found dead in a lane,, 
about half-a-mile off. 

Another, a gentleman, (I had the melancholy in- 
formation from his own deeply-affected son,) who was 
at home, reading the newspaper, on a Sunday morning 
during divine service, and was going out to a dinner- 
party in an hour or two, fell, in a moment, out of his 
chair, and never spoke afterwards. He was the object 
of admiration and envy to all his neighbours, on account 
of his uninterrupted health, and great strength. 

' Death's dread commiasion, rans tfauB — 
Strike — but so as most to alarm the liviag 
By the dead.' " 

Early this year, my late master, Mr. , who 

was a contractor with government for shipping timber, 

the proprietor and occupier of house, in this 

town, as also of much other property, died. On the 
approach of " the last enemy," he was so frightened 
that he actually leaped out of his bed, and died before 
he could be got back again. Before his interment, I had 
the following dream. I thought that I was agaii> 
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sitting in the parloiir, where he and I usually sat to 
examine the accounts. While I was musing on the 

recent event, (his death), suddenly he— ^Mr. ^ 

entered the room. With great astonishment, I ad^ 
dressed him thus^-" Dear me, sir, what, has the Lord 
permitted you to come back again into the body ?'* 
"/fe Aa5." In great suspense, and almost over- 
whelmed with fear, not knowing how to act on such 
a solemn occasion, on i^ecovering myself a little, t 
said, ** Sir, may I ask, for what purpose has the 
Lord permitted this ; something very uncommon 
must surely be the cause ?" Answer—^" I am sent back 
to you, on purpose to bear testimony to the truth of 
the whole of that religion which you ptofess ; I am 
compelled to declare that it is awfully true, that 
without holinesSy no man shall see the Lord.^^ The 
deep unearthly emphasis, and awe, with which he 
uttered these highly-interesting and soul-searching 
words, in a moment filled my heart with the most 
profound reverence and fear, as well as with humble 
gratitude and love to Almighty God ; especially when 
I considered that this very man^ had heretofore 
greatly opposed me in the ways of the Lord : and I 
fear that to the end, he rejected the counsel of God 
against his own soul, — always neglecting, if not 
opposing that holiness which he now so solemnly 
asserted. Fixed, as it were, in a kind df speechless 
awe, mixed with deepest concern, I further trem* 
blingly ventured to ask,— ^" Sir, and what has been 
your employment during your absence from the 
body?" With some hesitation, he replied, "I have 
been wandering about among the stars/^ Perceiving 
marks of great restlessness, dissatisfaction, and gloom 
in his countenance, I then said, ''Are you happy, 

Mr. — — ." He made no reply, but instantly 

disappeared. 

The impression made on my mind, by this dream, 
exceeds all description. I awoke in an ecstacy. All 
sleep departed from my eyes. Peace, joy, and love 
filled my soul overflowing. All my powers confessed 
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a present God. Heaven-sprung truth received a new 
confirmation^ and all my spiritual energies, a new 
impetus : so substantial and convincing was it, that 
no power in earth or hell, could for a moment shake 
my faith, or cause me to doubt of its reality. From 
henceforth, a new and copious fountain of living 
water was opened in my soul, which springeth up 
into everlasting life ; and long, and much, did its 
heavenly savour remain. For years afterwards, I 
could never think or speak of it, without feeling a 
measure of the same exalted joy. O how truly did I 
adopt the following sweet and suitable words, on this 
occasion : " My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour ; for He that is 
mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His name." 
And, O how willing, yea, desirous, was I, to bear 
afresh the blessed reproach of Christ my Lord, and 
of His much-loved cause and people. 

[N. B. — I by no means intend to ground any new 
or doubtful doctrine on the above assertion-—" I have 
been wandering about among the starsJ*^ It is not 
clearly revealed in the scriptures, that either good or 
bad spirits, receive, immediately on entering the 
eternal world, their full and final doom. Our blessed 
Lord said, " To-day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise :" yet, after His resurrection, he told Mary, that 
" he had not yet ascended to His Father ;" seeming 
thereby to intimate, that there is a partial, or limited 
enjoyment, before the full and final one. I humbly 
asK, may it not be so also with wicked spirits ? Per- 
haps " Abraham's bosom," as well as " hell torments," 
(Luke xvi.) may be thus understood : but, remember, 
these truths are too solemn to be much interfered 
with, by erring mortals. In the case referred to in the 
aforesaid dream, it is clear enough that the departed 
spirit had no resting-place.] 



PLEASING SPIRITUAL PROGRESS. 

"May 12th, 1821. The Lord is still with the little 
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company of Ex-Methodists at the Common. The 
prayer- meeting is well attended; the class-meeting 
and the experience-meeting flourish. By the ex- 
perience-meeting I mean, a meeting where every 
person present declares what spiritual mercies he has 
received in the week past — what new displays of the 
love and goodness of Almighty God he has witnessed 
— or what trials or temptations he has been the subject 
of. The whole is conducted with the utmost sim- 
plicity and freedom. The meeting differs from class- 
meetings, only in this, every one speaks spontaneously 
here; in a class-meeting the class-leader personally 
addresses in regular succession, and asks questions : 
here, nothing more is done than the simple declaration 
of the goodness of God. The meeting exactly 
resembles a love-feast in everything but — there is no 
eating or drinking, and it is expected that every one 
says something. To hear the simple, clear, fervent, 
grateful, testimonies of the poor to the power of 
redeeming grace, fills my soul with joy unspeakable. 
And here, from full conviction, I would subscribe my 
hand and heart to the truth of the assertion, that 
these blessed meetings so far exceed all other means of 
grace in usefulness, that they will not admit of com- 
parison. I firmly believe, that when it shall please 
Almighty God of his infinite goodness and mercy to 
pour out His spirit on all flesh, these meetings will 
be the channels of it. A person must be present and 
witness them in order properly to appreciate them : 
they are in fact, the true, unequivocal fellowship or 
communion of saints. O how our hearts burn within 
us! what unity — what love — what tasting of the 
powers of the world to come — what feeding on Him 
in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving, * And while 
they talked together of the things which had happened, 
Jesus himself drew near and talked with them.* O 
best of blessings, O fulness of joy, what can exceed 
it? Nothing, but heaven itself! * Thine Lord is 
the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty ! all that is in the heaven 
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and in the earth is thine^ thine is the kingdom, 
Lord!' 

' With God conyersing much, a Godlike air 
And form, invest his spirit : one would say 
He'd been with Moses on the mount, in whom 
Beauty of holiness her charms displays, 
Himself a whole burnt offering to the skies.' 

' When one that holds communion with the skies. 
Has filled his urn where these pure waters rise. 
And once more mingles with us meaner thinyi^, 
'Tis even as if an angel shook his wings : 
Immortal fhigrance fills the circuit wide, 
That^Us us whence his treasures are supplied.' 

COWPEE." 

In 1821 a Sunday morning seven o'clock prayer- 
meeting was begun in the chapel, the first ever held 
at that hour in Warminster Common : it has been 
continued, uninterrupted, to the present time. 

The parish workhouse, which was always situate at 
the Common in the centre of the population, was 
at this time a most grievous concentration of every 
species of vice, attended (of course) with enormous 
expence to the rate-payers. There were always from 
ninety to a hundred paupers in it, for the most part, 
very depraved characters. There was only a mistress 
(unquestionably a very good one as a mistress) to 
manage the said institution. After a most rigid 
scrutiny had been adopted, as fast as possible (as the 
only known alternative) their numbers were reduced. 
The printed extract of parochial expenditures for the 
year ending 29th March, 1824, has the following note 
appended — * Average number of paupers kept this year 
in the workhouse, 31. Four years ago there were 100 
inmates, cost £840.' The dispersion of this mass of 
vice, helped, of course, the general religious movement 
in the place ; that is, helped us, for none besides us 
then regarded their spiritual wants, to any amount. 



ON EARLY BISINO. 

' May 12th, 1821. I have to mention the loving- 
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kindness of the Lord, in giving me power to 
accomplish what for years I had failed in : it is early 
rising. I have during my life made many efforts, but 
in vain : I always found that I only succeeded for a 
few days, and then it was over. In March last I 
purchased an alarum ; I looked to the Lord for help, 
and resolved to begin the next morning. I then set 
the alarum to run down a quarter of an hour earlier 
than my usual time of rising, — ^it succeeded, and I 
continued in this way for one week ; I then ventured 
on a quarter of an hour more, and thus by slow 
degrees I advanced from step to step, till I now rise 
at about four o'clock every morning Without incon- 
venience. Observe, particularly, that the failure in 
these cases arises, I believe, generally, from attempting 
too much at once. I used to resolve mightily — put 
out all my strength at once — suddenly to leap from 
half-past seven or eight up to five; and the con- 
sequence was, I was unfitted for mental employment 
the whole day ; head-ache, lassitude, and drowsiness, 
attended me ; and I really did less on such days than 
when I remained in bed the usual time, so I soon 
gave it up. Notwithstanding, everything around me 
cried aloud ' Improve this fleeting hour, the next may 
bring eternity.' Moreover I was fully convinced that 
I wanted more time, specially for soul's concerns; 
my usual worldly avocations having increased, en- 
grossed too much ; and I had not those opportunities 
of retirement and meditation which must be always 
most sacredly attended to, if we wish to keep our 
lamps trinmied, and our lights burning. I was now 
thirty-seven years of age, — relations, neighbours, and 
friends were dying, and my soul was greaUy disquieted 
within me, ana I cried heartily, I say, to the Lord. 
I should observe that it was while I was engaged in 
suppljring the poor with the scriptures, that, at one of 
their houses the said alarum was offered me for sale, 
and I have already earned in the extra time gained 
hereby, more than enough to pay for it, and also for 
the time engaged in the Lord's work in visiting the 
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poor. During its progress, be it known that, I always 
reserved my pleasantest employment for the morning 
— sometimes I indulged in innocent recreations ; I 
also allowed myself to drop to sleep a quarter of 
an hour once or twice in the day sitting in my chair. 
When the morning was cold I lighted a little fire, and 
everything was scrupulously attended to, in order 
mildly to bring my obstructing body into subjection, 
and thus win over myself, permanently, to the practice 
of early rising. The consequence was, it soon became 
easy and habitual; and it already begins to be as 
unpleasant to me to lie in bed after four, as it once 
was to rise before seven or eight ; I find more vigour 
of body and mind and greater resolution to overcome 
difficulties; I can endure laborious thinking and 
writing far better than before. I also gain hereby 
three hours daily, and can generally accomplish 
double the work in those first, quiet, precious, and 
unmolested hours, than in the same period of any 
part of the bustling day : and what is of the most 
importance of all, I have a quieter conscience." 

Never despise small suggestions or insignificant 
beginnings in any laudable undertaking. 

"October 21st, 1821. It is truly astonishing 
how much good one individual may sometimes 
accomplish. A young man who was very desirous 
of promoting Sunday-schools in this town, finding 
none at the Methodist chapel, strongly pressed 
the propriety of establishing one, and offered 
some books. The suggestion lingered for a season, 
but at length a school of such enormous extent 
was commenced, that it was literally impossible 
for such a handful of teachers long to superintend 
them: there were two hundred children. As was 
expected, it soon came to nought. But, observe, the 
dissenters, roused by the mighty energies of the feeble 
Methodists, forthwith began to enlarge their borders ; 
they doubled their Sunday-school and commenced a 
week-day-school. The Church people, ashamed of 
their now great inferiority, followed the same plan, and 
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soon after a National school was established by them, 
where one hundred children are daily educated. The 
Unitarians also enlarged theirs. So out of the ruins 
of the poor Methodist school sprang several flourishing 
ones^ which are a lasting credit to the town. I say 
all this immense good arose from the exertions of an 
individual. ' Cast thy bread on the waters.* " 

"February 17th, 1822. This week the following 
remarkable occurrence took place. One of our friends 
felt her mind strongly impressed to go and see a sick 
young man of our society, who is now confined to his 
bed in Salisbury infirmary. As soon as this friend 
entered the sick ward, another sick young man near 
raised himself in his bed, and pointing to Elizabeth B. 
with transport exclaimed ^ ITiat woman is the very 
woman whom I have been dreaming about all last 
night, as being the person who would speak to me 
about my soul's salvation ; she has the same colored 
clothes on, and is marked with the small-pox exactly 
as I saw her in my dream.' ^With uncommon 
liberty,' says she, 'I preached unto him the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ : there were seventeen sick men in 
the ward, and they all seemed alive to the importance 
of their doubtful situation. When I left them, their 
affection reminded me of the parting scene of Paul 
and the elders at Ephesus.' — Acts xx. 37. Let 
infidelity reason away this if it can ! The woman 
was never before in Salisbury infirmary — the voung 
man alluded to, never saw her before in all his life." 



PAINFUL SPIRITUAL EXERCISES. 

<<In heayiness throHgh manifold temptations." 

''February 10th, 1822. The last month has bpen 
a time of great searchings of hearts : I know of no 
period of mv christian life which has been more 
trying. ' Fightings without and fears within ;' tumult, 
distress, evil-spesiking, and opposition, both in tem- 
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poral and spiritual concerns, have been almost my 
daily portion. Truly 'the storm arose and beat 
vehemently against that house.' The Lord only 
knows the sore travail that some of his creatures 
sometimes endure. The best method to be adopted 
in these times of tribulation is, to get down, down, as 
low as possible — quickly dovm, into the lowest vale of 
humility, and there abide : much of the tempest then 
passes narmlessly over our heads. how wretched 
must the existence of ^ a man be in these dreadful 
storms, who has nothing to look to, or to repose on, 
but *tiie things which are seen.' Every worldly 
purpose seemed blasted. God, Most High, sometimes 
in his wisdom, takes us to pieces before the world ; 
causes a complete death to take place to all our hopes, 
prospects, and possessions ; and the cheering rays of 
the Sun of Sighteousness do not appear for many 
gloomy days. 

< For thou hast known Eclipses, and endured 
BimnesB and anguish, all thy beams obscured.* 

O how dreadful beyond description, at all times, is 
the situation of the soul with whom God has a con- 
troversy in wrath! O how prompt, deep, and earnest, 
should the searching out of the heart on these 
occasions be. How quickly should the accursed 
thing be wholly sacrificed and put far away. Mer- 
ciful Father and Friend, I bless Thy holy name, I 
humbly trust that of all thou hast given me I have 
lost nothing. No, — * burning, yet unconsumed.' I 
still retain my love to thee and to thy blessed cause, 
and I desire still evermore to take thee 'for better for 
worse, for richer for poorer.* 

But O, the conflict of soul, sometimes endured, I 
say, in order to keep the faith on those occasions. 
Well may the apostle say ' Lest when I have preached 
to others, I myself should become a castaway.' 

< Help Lord to whom for help I fly, 
And still my tempted soul stand by, 
Throngho ut the evil day .' 
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Strange as it may appear, although all manner of 
evil has been spoken of us, as a society, yet the work 
actually revives amongst us, and I believe real good 
is doing. * If in this life only we had hope in ChJist,' 
says the apostle, ^ we should be of all men the most 
miserable,' — that is, the peculiar, exquisite, sensibili- 
ties of a real christian are such, that did not God 
sometimes give him to taste of the re&eshing ' powers 
of the world to come,' the persecutions, temptations, 
difEculties and disappointments, doubts and fears, 
which he has to endure, would well-nigh, if not entirely, 
drink up his spirits. And O, how this applies in 
double force, at all times, to the sacred ministry. 
'That which cometh upon me from without, daily, 
the care of all the churches.' " 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 



Case 13. Aged twelve. — Great weakness and pain in the knee for 
a year and a half. Shocks through the affected part; received 
benefit the first and second application, the fourth made it 
apparently worse than before : the boy concluding that it did him 
an injury, then relinquished it. I saw him a month afterwards 
and he informed me that his knee was quite well. 

14. Aged twenty. — Pain in the left side for some time (sup- 
pression). Shocks through the sides, three evenings ; perfectly 
cured. 

15. Aged twenty-five. — Great weakness and debility throughout 
the whole system for eight months (suppression)^ had been given up 
by the faculty as incurable. Shocks through every part, four 
evenings; perfectly cured. 

16. A little boy lost the use of his left side for a month, 
through convulsion fits suddenly seizing him. Sparks, three 
evenings ; considerable benefit. I saw him no more. 

17. Aged fifty. — Prodigious habitual sleepiness attended with 
swelled legs ; would frequently fall asleep while eating — ^he was 
very corpulent. Sparks to the head, numerous shocks all over 
his body; immediate relief obtained — profuse perspiration always 
produced ; in a fortnight his corpulency was reduced nine inches 
in girth. Quite recovered. 

l2 
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NEW MODE OF EDUCATING SCHOOL CHILDREN, WITH 

ADDITIONAL BIBLE ASSOCIATION EEPOETS, 

AND OTHER INFORMATION. 

A memorandum in reference to the education of 
children, made December 1st, 1822, wiU shew 
the workings of that newly-inyented plan. 
^' A few months ago I undertook the care of some 
children at the Common, and endeavoured to meet 
them in a way of religious experience, speaking to 
them about the state of their souk, and hearing them 
repeat hymns or portions of the scriptures by heart, 
for which I rewarded them each with a penny. Ob- 
serve, I do not give them the money at the time I 
hear them, because they shall not lay it out on the 
Sunday, but I give them a smaU ticket which author- 
izes them to receive it of a neighbour the next morning. 
It is truly astonishing how tms encourages them, and 
with what facility they learn. From thirty to forty 
attend at the chapel every Sunday mommg, and 
though it is certainly attended with considerable 
expence, yet there is the most unquestoned benefit 
derived therefrom. I have long lamented the very 
great and evident defect of the Sunday-school system. 
— Sunday-schools are undoubtedly very good so far 
as they go, but they stop far short, generally, of the 
desired effect. The object of them is, or ought to be, 
that of making the children not barely learned, but 
good, virtuous, holy, heavenly-minded. Short of 
this, of what avail is aU the teaching ? Now, I say, 
there is a manifest defect in this respect: too much 
time is spent in attending to the letter of the word ; 
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too little to the spirit. Besides^ as soon as a child has 
finiBhed his education he is thrown into the wide 
World, and thenceforward no man cares his soul to 
save : therefore for want of a subsequent and efficient 
religious training, most of the good received is quickly 
abated if not wholly lost. True, he retains it may be, 
the outward letter of instruction ; he can read and 
perhaps write, but alas it is unsanctified reading and 
writing ; and such talents are generally soon devoted 
to the devil's service. So, if you do not make and 
keep them more virtuous, by education, you most likely 
really injure them by it. What then is to be done ? 
I answer, as soon as they are discharged from the 
school, let them have, weekly, some hymn or portion 
of scripture to learn, or part of any other spiritual 
writings, and let them be encouraged to do this by a 
«mall pecuniary remuneration : by this means their 
idle hours in the week will be filled up, their minds 
will be employed on new and useful subjects, and the 
good before received will be nourished and increased. 
I had 'not followed the practice above a fortnight 
before scores of little children ran after me in the 
street, at the Common, to request me to give them a 
h3rmn to learn. What delighted me more than all 
the rest was, the following expressions of the mothers 
of several of them, 'Sir,' said they, 'our children 
make the house ring from Monday morning till 
Saturday night with your hymns, they are learning 
them all day long.* Now, I say, a little reflection 
will satisfy our minds, that in this way you really 
send a preacher of gospel truths into every house, a 
living active preacher ; for these children know 
nothing of sinful fear or shame, they most unreserv^ 
edly proclaim the truth, in the ears of all that are in 
the house : and who can calculate th« certain good 
that must in due time accrue, not only to themselves, 
but also to their friends and the public at large, from 
such means. Moreover, there is a laudable emulation 
excited in the minds of these children, at beii^ 
«Uowed to repeat their lessons before numerous other 

i3 
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childc^ and the congregation. It also gives you new 
opportnnitiea of poinieSy questioning them, as to the 
moral benefit they derive therefrom ; such as, whether 
they pray daily to Almighty God! — whether they 
are obedient to their parents — ^whether they refrain 
from all idle and wicked words and actions — whether 
they ever think of a friture state of heaven, hell, &c. 
Oar meetisig is always begun with singing and prayer, 
and the service is occasionally interspersed with anec- 
dotes of children who have died happy in the Lord, 
or, who, through early piety, have arrived at eminence 
in the world. We also found that the parents of the 
children thus taught, attended the Sabbath-services 
themselves more regularly, and also chiefly at the 
place where their children are so much attended to. 
Let no man say that such a system as this is too 
expensive to be supported, — tb^t the rewarding of 
omy two hundred and forty children at one penny 
eacn per week, would amount to fifty-two pounds 
per year, for I maintain that there would be an 
hun^ed-fsld saved in due time, to the parish, or 
county, or kingdom at large. Look at the enormous 
expense annually incurred in supporting houses of 
correction and in punishing offenders. The prosecu- 
tion of onlv one criminal sometimes amounts to that 
sum. What are three-fourths of our poor-rates 
expended on ? The answer is plain, — ^in supporting 
those who, had they been early devoted to God would 
most likely never have needed that support. Look 
also at the numerous accidents and the premature 
deaths, as well as the improvident habits of the poor 
— and their afflictions. Are not the most of these 
evils to be traced, directly or indirectly, to vicious 
habits contracted in youth ? all for lack ox knowledge. 
Not for want of remedies; but for our neglecting 
seasonably to apply them. Twenty persons, con- 
tributing only one shilling per week each, would be 
sufficient to reward two hundred and forty children. 
Forty or fifty such subscribers would be sufficient for 
a moderately-sized town ; for, observe, aU children 
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are not eligible — ^many are as yet too young, neither 
will all of them accomplish a fresh task every week. 

Now, ye who wear purple and fine linen and fare 
sumptuously every day, and who spend two to five 
hundred pounds annually in your domestic establish- 
ments, what would two or three shillings per week be 
to you ? This is all we want to accomplish our utmost 
wishes, ' And with such sacrifices surely God is well 
pleased.' Know ye not, that the averting of only 
one stroke of affliction in the course of the year from 
your person or family, would more than make you 
amends for the sacrifice, while 

* For you the poor man's prayers would reach to heaven. 
And hlessings more than you can ask be given.* 

Let then the children be never considered as dis- 
charged from the school : let them only be transferred 
to a new class. Let them be no longer taught reading 
or writing, but repeating spiritual lessons and 
answering spiritual questions as aforesaid. Let sound 
christian experience be explained and enforced by 
spiritzuzlly-mind^d teachers only. Let the necessity 
of prayer, meditation, watchfulness, diligent attend- 
ance on all the means of grace, be strictly and 
pointedly enjoined. Let the Great Author and 
Finisher of our faith be duly sought unto, and his 
essential help fully respected throughout, and we 
shall never be confounded. The seed thus sown shall 
assuredly be watered from on high. It will not be 
long before you shall 

< Bring your sheaves with rich increase, 
And shout the Lord our righteousness.' 

Children always want some little present remune- 
ration for their toil : you cannot get them, as yet, to 
walk only by faith — ^to have respect solely to the 
future recompence of the reward. I say you must 
do a little for them now, not forgetting to acquaint 
them that these little acknowledgments are only 
pledges of greater good, to be in due time bestowed 
on them by God himself, if they are faithful. You 
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also hereby buy over the parent, if I may so speak j 
for it is astonishing how a parent will love the person 
who in any way notices his child. I say you buy 
them to the love of that blessed religion that thus 
kindly influences you. And who can calculate on the 
good thus produced and the evil prevented ? But O 
that best of blessings jret in store !— ^' Let him know 
that he that converteth a sinner from the error of his 
way (or which is far better, preserveth him from 
error) shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins.* Let the people of God then be 
more alive to their duty and privileges — let there be 
no more slothfulness ; no ' lions in the way ;' no more 
feebleness of faith; no unbelief. Let heavenly, 
ardent love and zeal more than ever influence their 
whole mind, soul, and strength. Be it their constant 
delight to * feed my lambs.' Let them lay out every 
talent for God and his blessed cause. Let them be 
good stewards of the manifold gifts of God. Let 
them live for eternity. 'Therefore my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, immoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.' " 

N.B. — Our friend James Cornish, the person 
hereafter referred-to in this work, (Sept. 29th, 1846), 
How an acceptable preacher, was one of the children 
who attended these meetings. Two others are in the 
society. 

It was while I was thus receiving these "His 
little ones" in His Great Name, that the thought 
occurred to my mind of what importance to this town 
and neighbourhood the establishing of a Savings 
Bank would be. I inmiediately cherished the idea — 
applied to the magistrates, gentry, &c., on the subject^ 
and rested not till I had fully carried-out my design ; 
and with pleasure witnessed its rapid and beneficial 
results. It has ever since flourished (1850). 

Bible Association Beport, 9th January, 1822. 

" We are this evening again met under the har« 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BIBLE ASSOCIATION. 93 

monizing influence of the Gospel^ with one accord^ in 
one place. We are, therefore, authorized to expect 
that the Great Author of the Bible will add his most 
effectual blessing and greatly prosper the work of our 
hands. Nothing less than the universal diffusion of 
heavenly light and love is our object: the field is 
the worlds and we ardently long to 

< Display bis salvation, and teach the new song 
To every nation, and people, and tongue.* 

Your committee have humbly and thankfully to 
acknowledge the goodness of Almighty God! so 
evidently displaved in first inclining our hearts to 
undertake this laudable work^ and still encourapng 
us, by fresh proo& of his love, to persevere therein. 

We now proceed to state the progress of this 
institution. In doing this we must advert to our last 
anniversary, when a pledge was given that ^ an early 
second general investigation of the state of the poor 
of this parish, with regard to their want of Sibles 
and Testaments, should take place.' We beg to state,, 
that the said investigation was duly made. Early 
in March last, every poor &mily in this parish was 
again visited and their wants ascertained ; and we are 
happy to state that, for the most part we found them 
well supplied. The books previously furnished were 
in good preservation, the poor were sensible of their 
oblation to their benefactors^ and about thirtv new 
subscribers were obtained. As we had a good stock 
of books in hand, we felt it our duty to distribute 
among the most necessitous, some additional Testa- 
ments, gratuitously; and at the close of the said 
investigation we had the satisfaction of announcing to 
the subscribers and to the world, the important in- 
formation that, there was not a single poor family left 
in Warminster parish, but what had a good Bible or 
Testament in it. 

Well may we exclaim, Mr. Chairman, 'What hath 
God wrought!' or, what shall we render unto the 
Lord for sdl his benefits? Seven years ago there 
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were only 45 perfect Bibles to be found among 2209 
individuals^ now Uhe wilderness and solitary place 
are glad^ and the desert blossoms as the rose.' 

Your committee^ however, feel it their duty to 
Remind the friends of this institution that new families 
are continually forming, and large families want more 
help: there must be therefore continued exertion. 
Neither can we forget the unsupplied millions of our 
poor fellow-creatures abroad, who are still in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 

Books distributed last year, 197 

Making together — Warminster .... 1330 
Mere & Deverill 544 

1874 

Good to an amazing amount must most unquestion- 
ably have already been done : therefore friends, let 
us not be weary in well doing, but go on ; very soon 
all earthly distinctions will for ever cease, and the 
numerous poor Lazaruses to whom you have supplied 
the life-giving bread on earth, shall be appointed to 
convey your happy spirits into everlasting habitations. 
Then only shall you know the vast reward which 
awaits those who have turned many to righteousness, 
and who are to shine like the stars for ever and ever. 
' Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.' " 

[N.B. — The distribution referred to does not in- 
clude any of the books furnished to the poor by active 
and zealous members of the established church, nor 
those supplied to Sunday-school children by any 
religious denomination ; together I should suppose to 
be a large number.] 

But to return to the secular part of our subject. 
In L822 the said assistant overseer was also appointed 
surveyor of the highways for this parish. This new 
office gave him additional, much-needed, and valuable 
power over the poor of the Common. We have 
before stated that the roads leading to their houses 
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were all but impassable, on account of their bad 
repair and of the numerous heaps of filth always 
placed thereon just opposite their doors. The former 
surveyors had used their utmost exertions to abate the 
said nuisances^ but never could succeed. It appeared 
to us that the ^'set time" for attempting this important 
work, however difficult, was now come : accordingly 
notices were given to the parties concerned to that 
effect, but they only laughed them to scorn; *'we 
always have done it" said they "and we always will." 
The said surveyor was now obliged to bring to bear 
in full force all his two-fold parochial influence, 
combined also with the full moral. But the strife, the 
swearing, the threatening, the bitter obstinacy dis- 
played, and persevering resistance thereto made, was 
most painful, almost appalling; scarcely could we 
calculate that we were safe a day from personal injury, 
and what was to be the end of the conflict we could 
not as yet tell. Other efforts having failed, the 
following plan was at last thought of and adopted — 
we waited till they had removed the same to their 
gardens for manure — immediately, before any more 
could be replaced, we brought a thick bed of rough 
stones over the whole suiface of the road, which 
entirely filled all the cavities which the said nuisances 
had heretofore long occupied: and thenceforward, 
whenever they attempted their old practices, men with 
wheelbarrows were employed forthwith to remove it. 
This plan soon sickened them, and they found the 
way in future to place it behind instead of before their 
cottages. But their bitter spirit often painfully 
shewed itself for some time, and kept us in some fear. 
This, then, was no small secular victory gained, if we 
could retain it. Before this, no respectable inhabi- 
tants of the town would ever visit them ; also, they 
could scarcely venture out themselves on dark 
nights without falling over the said nuisances. 
We also soon found that good roads greatly helped 
the old people in coming to the chapel. We then 
proceeded to whitewash the fronts of all their cottages. 
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and this, with the clean roads, gave an entirely new 
and pleasing aspect to the whole place, and many of 
the inhabitants of the town began now for the first 
time to visit the poor and help them. Moreover, the 
poor themselves, seeing their circumstances externally 
so much improved, began to value themselves and 
their privileges, and to clean and improve their cottages 
internally, as well as their dress and moral habits ; 
thus general good was rapidly advancing : the spiritual 
machinery of course being all the while kept in full 
working. All things progressing well, we girded up 
the loins of our mind, again thanked God, and took 
courage. 

*' Diary. — " Many years ago, my mother, who 
was always of extremely delicate health, was taken 
dangerously ill and her life despaired^ of. She 
now became desirous of my company. On leaving 
her room one night, expecting to see ner no more in 
this world, suddenly awaking out of a dose, just at 
the moment I got to the door, she beckoned to me to 
return to her bedside (observe, she had not before 
spoken during this visit), she dien took me by the 
hand, and with a most significant look and strength of 
expression uttered these words, 'the eflfectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.' Greatly 
astonished, for I never before in my whole life had 
heard the sentiment escape her lips, 1 replied ^It does 
mother:^ she answered, ^ pray for me,^ and instantly 
sank into her previous state of utter unconsciousness. 
I then withdrew, deeply pondering these things in my 
heart : it seemed that her burthen was now laid on 
me. I forthwith retired to my closet, and in my poor 
feeble manner poured out my soul in prayer on her 
account: I had great liberty of speech before the 
Lord^ my faith in the above most significant passage 
of scripture became very strong, and it seemed that I 
could then ' say to the mountain, be thou removed." 
While thus engaged, immediately all my concern 
about my mother left me, and I became absorbed in 
a divine light or radiancCi which filled me with joy 
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and love unspeakable : at the same time a reTelation 

of the Glorious Deity, — Father, Son, and Spirit, — a 

trinity in unity, was made to my mmd ; so full, so 

incomprehensible, and yet so satisfactory. And with 

the majesty and glory displayed, I saw also the 

goodness and the grace so sweetly combined and 

harmonized, both spiritually and providentially that, 

under its overwhelming influence I seemed for a 

season to lose all sense of consciousness, and whether 

I was in the body or out of the body I cannot tell — 

whether in earth or heaven. Truly it seemed that I had 

the most full and ineffable communion with the Deity 

that mortal sense could bear. Clearly didi now see that 

in his infinite wisdom and goodness he had afflicted 

my dear mother, as also in like manner as it respected 

all painful dispensations to all his other creatures, and 

so fully was I satisfied herein, that I could not for a 

moment wish the least alteration in any case to be 

made ; ' Thy will be done,* was the deep, full, and 

glad language of my exulting heart. As soon as I 

could get relieved of this weight of glory I retired to 

rest, 

'And on the bosom of my Lord 
I sank in blissful dreams away, 
And visions of eternal day/ 

The next morning I called again to see her, I found 
her just alive ; there I met with her old favorite 
medical attendant (now a physician), who stated that 
' it was all over, it was impossible that she could live 
till night; all medicine was out of the question.' 
All the while my mind was perfectly easy, my con- 
fidence in God was too strong to be shaken by any 
earthly testimony. 

O ye that love the Lord in sincerity and truth, and 
steadfastly believe in his power and promises, listen, 
believe, and adore ! A fortnight afterwards, I drank 
tea wiUi her : she had recovered without any human 
aid. She lived three years longer, to help me to bless 
His goodness and to shew forth His praise. ' Is any 
thing too hard for the Lord V " 

K 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



98 ANECDOTES AND EXTRACTS. 

** March 3rd, 1822. Two or three times lately 
when there has been a vacancy at the prayer-meetings 
(week-day evenings) I have read a chapter in the bible 
and explained the meaning as I proceeded. The 
people very ardently request me to do so again. 
Although it is a new undertaking, and a little cross at the 
time, yet sweet peace has always succeeded. Great 
and Adorable Redeemer^ Sole Head of Thy Church ! 
I trust it is Thy smiles alone herein that I seek. One 
moment's communion with a good and gracious God 
is better than life itself. As chaff before the whirl- 
wind, so are all the trials, difficulties, crosses, and 
persecutions of this life, the moment that ^ the Sun of 
Bighteousness arises with healing in his wings.' " 

*' March 24th, 1822. For the last few weeks, as 
the fruit of early rising, I have been eneaged in 
writing a treatise on that inestimable gift of God to 
man, so little known and practised — ^ Medical Elec- 
tricity,'* I still practice it, and the success of it is 
quite unparalleled: I have applied it to diseases of the 
body already more than six thousand times, and I 
have more than a hundred remarkable cures recorded, 
some of them all but incredible." 

"May 19th, 1822. Last Sunday week a man of 
some respectability came into our place of worship, 
at the Common, in a state of intoxication. It is 
asserted that he came with a view of making a dis- 
turbance but was overawed : on the Friday following 
he fell down stairs, and so bruised himself as to be 
obliged to take to his bed. I have repeatedly observed 
that as soon as a man becomes bad enough daringly 
to enter a place of worship, and there to mock God 
and his people, his condemnation draweth nigh, his 
judgment lingereth not. 

Some years ago I saw a young gentleman (so called) 
behave so ill during divine service, at the Methodist 
chapel in this town, as was truly disgraceful. The next 
week he robbed his master and fled to a distant land 
to escape justice." 

Not only had we opposition at this time in the work 
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among the Commoners, but we sometimes were 
attacked in reference thereto, in the town. The 
following memorandum will shew the then state of 
things : — 

" December 22nd, 1822. How true it is that when 
the cause of God revives in any degree, evil-speaking, 
lying, and slandering will revive also. This week I 
have been sorely grieved in my mind by a certain 
charge brought against me in my official capacity as 
assistant overseer of the poor : it was ^That I gave 
extra relief to all those poor persons who attended 
my place of worship' as they called it, * at the Com- 
mon.' Now this foul slander, I aver, has not and 
never had the slightest degree of truth whatever in 
it, for my conscience bears me witness that I have 
been grieved in my heart many times at my own 
strictness in this respect, in order to put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men; and that repeatedly I 
have said, that had this money been my own property 
I would certainly have given them more than I did. 
At the vestry meeting my accusers however failed in 
their attempts, and nothing was proved against me. 

Now, I would in simplicity and godly sincerity ask 
my bitterest enemies, what worldly advantage I can 
possibly now or ever derive from supporting a. place 
of worship at the Common? Here are no respectable 
hearers to assist me in any way, in either word or 
deed ; none but the poorest of the poor are found 
here : we make no collections among them. On the 
contrary, considerable expense is incurred by us in 
providing candles, coals, repairs, &c., at least ten 
pounds per annum at die rate we now expend, and 
my limited income is known to all. We endeavour 
most disinterestedly to do good to their precious 
souls, nothing else : in fact we occupy a place which, 
on the Lord's day, every other denomination had 
abandoned. Truly we can say we have the very 
drudgery of the vineyard constantly to submit to. 
We have to contend with the grossest depravity ever 
witnessed, with frequent ridicule and insult ; for if 
k2 
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ever there were such beings to be found on the earth 
as 'the wild untaught Indian brood' or 'the christian 
savages^' here they are in rich abundance : here they 
stand confessed : they proclaim their genuine character 
aloud : they hide not their sin or shame. Sabbath- 
breaking, fighting, gaming, drunkenness, debauchery, 
and every other vice, are here luxuriant. Now we 
want to stop these evils. Worldly advantages we do 
not seek in ourselves or them : we look at dieir souls, 
only at their precious never-dying souls; we say 
heartily and devoutly 

' Why should they die» when Thou hast died, 
Hast died to take their sins away V 

S09 for endeavouring to rescue dying souls from the 
jaws of hell and for leading them to heaven, we are 
calumniated, opposed, arraigned; yea and that by 
some of those whose office in civil or religious society 
ought to teach them better. But though they ' call 
themselves christians' they are not ' led into all truth,' 
nor do they walk in newness of life ; neither do they 
' present all things that are presentable.' 'From such 
apostles, O ye mitred heads, preserve the church.' 
But supposing there were occasionally some extra 
allowance made even by the legislature of the country, 
to all the poor whose characters are consistent, I ask, 
what possible evil would arise therefrom ? Ought we 
not always to encourage virtue ? Is not the throne 
itself established in righteousness ? And would not 
the encouraging of virtue among the poor, be the 
means, most probably, of lowering the expense of 
keeping them? *Ye blind guides — ^ye strain at a 
gnat, ye swallow a camel.' " 

" January 26th, 1823. The following account was 
read at the chapel, at Warminster Common. 

Our departed friend and brother, Mr. John Gregory, 
so far as we can understand, was strictly moral before 
his conversion. He was a singer in the established 
church, at Little Bedwin in this county. At the age 
of about seventeen he went out of curiosity to hear 
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one of the Bev. Mr. Wesley's preachers ; under his 
preaching he was powerfully awakened^ he saw and 
felt himself at once a lost undone sinner, without 
help and without hope. In this state he continued 
for some time, during which period he regularly 
attended the same preaching. The people, noticing 
his serious deportment and constant attendance, in- 
vited him to a class-meeting: here his convictions 
were increased and he was on the very brink of 
despair ; such was his distress, that he never ate or 
drank anything for three days, and did literally lie on 
the ground groaning under a sense of his sin, and 
crying to God for mercy. In this state of conviction 
of sin he continued more than six months. His 
father, seeing the change produced, began greatly to 
persecute him and at length banished him from his 
house. The Methodists pitied his forlorn state, and 
Uook him in,' administering to him every possible 
assistance, botih of body and mind. During this time 
he steadily persevered in his attendance on all the 
means of grace, till the Lord spoke peace to his soul. 
He then resolved that ^this people should be his 
people, and their God his God.' Sometime after this 
he came to reside at Warminster : it was about the 
year L790 that he joined the Methodist society at 
Warminster. The preaching was at this time kept 
up at a room in Found-street. The cause was very 
weak, and it continued in a languishing state till the 
year 1801 : Mr. Gregory and one more were all that 
attended the prayer-meeting for a considerable time : 
the travelling-preacher came from Bath to preach to 
six or eight persons. In 1801 the cause began to 
revive ; at this time our friend opened his house for 
the accommodation of the preachers, and he was one 
of the principal supporters of the cause : he was also 
a faithful and affectionate class-leader ; several of the 
members of the society who are now living, will ever 
remember with unfeigned gratitude and love, with 
what diligence and earnestness he watched over them 
as one that must give an account, and how fully he 
k3 
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exemplified the apostle's Tiirection, * Feed the flock of 
God which is among you^ taking the oversight thereof 
not by constraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, 
but of a willing mind.' For seven years at least, 
some of us can recollect attending his instructions and 
sharing his christian affection and regard; he was 
never absent from his class, though at that time those 
who served God were counted as the filth and off- 
scouring of the earth. For eight years the travelling* 
preachers were accommodated at his house, which was 
always open to entertain any of the religious friends^ 
And it should be here particularly noticed for the 
honor of Almighty God, that during this period he 
prospered in the world. Let it not then be ever said 
that supporting religionwQ,8 the cause of his subsequent 
failure in his temporal affairs : no such thing, at the 
time that the travelling-preachers withdrew from his 
house he had considerable property for a man in his 
sphere of life. He was always found in his place 
also at the prayer-meetings, and occasionally acted as 
a local-preacher among us : but in no instance was 
his usefulness so conspicuous as in the building of 
the Methodist chapel at Warminster ; here his whole 
soul was absorbed, all his energies were brought into 
liveliest action : no difficulties appalled him, no toil 
was too great for him to overcome ; rising early and 
late taking rest, and eating the bread of carefulness, 
he rested not till he was enabled to raise the top 
stone with joy, and to bless the name of the Lord : 
no encomiums, as it respects this transaction, can be 
too profuse. Herein his name is greatly — ^is justly 
exalted. So far as human eye can penetrate, it is 
more than probable that the said chapel would never 
have been built, had it not been for Mr^ Gregory* 
Ye therefore who are indebted for any temporal or 
spiritual good there received, think of dear Mr. 
Gregory — think on the time, toil, sweat, and anxiety, 
which he spent to procure you a commodious place to 
worship in ; think of the immense sacrifice of at least 
a hundred pounds which he freely gave to God for 
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you : and never, never approach a thrdne of grac6 
without blessing the name of the Lord Most High, 
for the gift of this His faithful setvant. Long, very 
long, surely, shall these his works praise him in the 
gates. As it had pleased Almighty God thus highly 
to exalt him in giving him a name so conspicuous 
among his people, for reasons only to be disclosed in 
eternity, it now appeared that like Job of old, this his 
servant must pass through the most humiliating 
temptations. He had to witness the prosperity of 
the wicked, but for himself — alas, only adversity. It 
seemed that like his blessed Lord and master he must 
be perfected by sufferings. No sooner had he finished 
the building of the chapel, and so far established the 
cause of truth here, than his temporal affairs, which 
had hitherto been prosperous, became quite the 
reverse. The man who, to all human calculations 
was justly entitled to his hundredfold reward in this 
life, for what he had so liberally laid out for God, 
must now literally lose even what little he had. ' Ye 
who make your boast of God, and do his will and 
judge your brother,' what, I ask, would your feelings 
be in such a trying state ? Could you have stood true 
in such a fiery trial ? Could you have better glorified 
God in so painful a dispensation ? Could you have 
kept the faith more fully than this his humbled suffering 
servant did? Ask your own consciences — The man 
is dead ! — neither your good nor bad opinion will any 
more affect him. God, who judgeth righteously, will 
certainly reward him according to his works : 

'The dweet remembrance of the jast 
ShaU flourish when he sleeps in dust.* 

[Why art thou cast down O my soul, and why art 
thou disquieted within me ? O my faithful unwavering 
fiiend, I cannot forget thy unabated love to me. I 
cannot pay the inighty debt / owe. Thy memorial 
shall not perish with thee.] 

Our brother, however, had his infirmities, and it is 
our duty to notice one circumstance in particular^ in 
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order to justify so £u: as we can, the ways of God to 
man. He was always too much prone to follow his 
own judgment : in the choice of his new and un- 
profitable business he certainly went contrary to his 
best friends' advice ; a calling which none that loved 
him approved of, and (to use his own words which he 
lately uttered when in trouble) * had he more con- 
sulted the will of God in it, he should never have 
come to what he was.' This teaches us, that christians 
should always be careful never to act contrary to the 
light which God gives either to them or to their 
brethren. *In the midst of counsellors there is 
safety.' We should first, diligently wait on God — 
next, advise with all those with whom we are 
acquainted who are taught of God : if we do these 
things we shall never fail. 

A few more words on the death of this our beloved 
brother. It was not the embarrassment of his worldly 
afiairs, altogether, that produced the mental affliction 
which terminated his life. The painful state of the 
society to which he belonged preyed much on his 
spirits and he often adverted to it with deepest concern. 
Let this also be buried for ever in the grave with 
him. Suffice it to say, that sometime before the said 
mental affliction, he frequently expressed himself as 
apprehensive that death was near, he also thought 
that greater calamities awaited him. ^ But,' said he, 
*tell my friends that, whatever painful outward cir- 
cumstances I may die in, my soul will be safe, you 
need not fear, said he, * I shall be happy/' He had 
been a member of the Methodist society thirty-seven 
years. 

^ I heard a voice from heaven saying ^ Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth, yea 
saith the spirit, that they may rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.' Amen. 

[N.B. — Under this service there was a man 
awakened and afterwards truly converted.] 
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CHAPTER IX. 



TRACT SOCIETY FOEMED, DEATHS OF PIOUS 

MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY, AND OTHER 

INFORMATION. 

The following new, seasonable, and mo8t-impo£tant 
movement in spiritual matters at the Common, helped 
us much, and performed wonders ; surely, we said, it 
must have all proceeded from the Lord. At its joyful 
appearance we could almost or quite adopt the 
language of our blessed Lord, '^ I beheld Satan, like 
lightning fall from heaven." Through its valuable 
workings, the whole moral complexion of the place 
speedily assumed a more lovely aspect^ all our oppo- 
sition and persecution at once ceased : our services at 
the chapel were quickening, peaceable, and well 
attended ; and truly it seemed that the Lord had 
indeed ^' bruised Satan under our feet." Never shall 
I forget my feelings of holy joy, admiration, and Ipve, 
at the obtaining this great, glorious^ and signal 
victory. With what humble, deep, and devout em- 
phasis did I again say " Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me bless His Holy Name." 
llie long-continued struggle, we said, is at an end, 
our captivity is turned ; we have got Satan under our 
feet, and woe be to us if we do not keep him there. 
" All honor, power, praise, majesty, and dominion, be 
unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever and ever. Amen." 

DiA»Y. " November 13th, 1823, 1 began a Tract 
Society at the Common ; for a long time my mind has 
been impressed with the propriety of doing this. It 
meets with acceptance. Our steady, long-tried, friend 
and helper, Elizabeth Brown, though deprived of her 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



106 TRACT SOCIETY FORMED. 

natural eyesight, undertakes (with the assistance of a 
little girl to lead her) to distribute them throughout 
the place from house to house. The moral state of 
Warminster Common is certainly greatly improved : 
The people attend public worship better, and there is 
good reason to conclude that the wilderness where 
Satan so long hath dwelt and reigned, will yet blossom 
as the rose. This place has been for so many ages 
proverbial for its great wickedness, unquestionably 
for this reason; there never were any powerful, 
persevering exertions made to recover it. It is true 
there has been preaching there, and good preaching 
too, but it has been often intermitted, and the place, 
to say the best, has been carelessly cultivated. This 
would not do where Satan so reigned and where he 
had sown so many tares^ for by the time that some of 
them were removed others took root, and the ground 
gained was soon lost again. Of late there has been 
more preaching, more visiting from house to house ; 
upwards of a thousand bibles and testaments have 
been distributed there : Sunday-schools have been 
established ; and now a Tract Society is formed. The 
whole of this has been done humbly and heartily, and 
God Almighty of His great mercy has added His 
essential blessing ; thanks for ever be to His Most 
Holy Name. The mode which is adopted, namely, the 
changing them weekly, doing it lovingly and without 
ostentation, keeps aUve their attention, furnishes 
variety; and furthermore, it gives the distributor, 
who is well qualified for it, an opportunity of often 
speaking * a word in season.' Now I would ask 
why were not the bibles and tracts distributed before ? 
why were not more powerful exertions made here as 
to preaching, &c., twenty, thirty, yea fifty years ago ? 
The answer is plain, — Because the people in War- 
minster who had it in their power, had no heart to it. 
Their language was, generally, ' Am I my brother's 
keeper ? ' They had means in abundance, had they 
chosen to use them. Every man did not do his duty ; 
every religious society did not do its duty; every 
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gospel minister did not do his duty : both collectively 
and individually, they cried * a little more sleep, a 
little more slumber, a little more folding of the hands 
to sleep.' AH and each of them saw ^ lions in the 
way,' and doubtless guilty enough they are, and 
were, and ever will be; while so many souls were 
perishing for lack of knowledge. 

During the tract circulation, we proved to demons- 
tration, again and again, that there was a laudable 
disposition among the poor to be taught in any way. 
And a well-selected tract-subject, suited to their ca- 
pacities, and not too long, appeared to us to have 
greater effect than the indifferent reading of a chapter 
in the bible. The tract-subjects are recent, various, 
and entertaining, and if the parents are careless and 
neglect them, the children will read them with avidity. 
Moreover, it is a safe, simple, and yet powerful 
preacher : and though it may contain the very quint- 
essence of methodism, people will read it at home, 
who will never put their heads into a dissenting 
chapel. So, I say, we found it generally. By these 
means you also undermine the strongholds of sin and 
satan, silently and unawares, always the best way, by 
far, of doing it. And whoever is the distributor will 
find ample reward in his work. The expense attend- 
ing tract circulation, is comparatively small, — twenty 
shillings will purchase a thousand. The expense of 
only one useless feast, or other needless indulgence, 
would supply enough for an ordinary district, for a 
year. Thus immense spiritual seed would be easily 
sown, which would tell greatly in our spiritual ac- 
counts, anli insure in due time a blessed harvest. We 
also found that our exertions in this way, soon pro- 
voked other religious denominations to a correspond- 
ing laudable zeal and activity." 

Diary. " By the death of the father the care of 
the widow and fatherless children wholly devolved on 
me. One circumstance of great importance occurred 
at this time which I will relate. The youngest of 
the boys (I think he was about eight years of age) 
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had caught a bad cold^ which produced violent tooth- 
ache with swelling on one side of his face : the 
mother^ in order to soothe it as much as possible, 
injudiciously allowed the boy to sit in her lap with 
his head reclining in one position so long, that the 
muscular power of the opposite side of his neck 
totally lost all action ; the consequence was that, the 
poor boy's head fell close down on the shoulder, and 
there it remained till it became fixed, the opposite 
shoulder at the same time mounting unnaturally high, 
which, together, produced such deformity of person 
as was truly frightful. What was to be done in this 
sad case no one could tell, no medical man would 
undertake it : a physician's advice was taken who 
pronounced it incurable. There was now no known 
earthly remedy. My heart was albut overwhelmed 
with grief: from being one of the loveliest boys ever 
seen, he was now become one of the most deformed 
and disgusting ; and I all but despairingly asked the 
mournful question, what was to be done as to his 
future prospects in life ? I said in my heart that I 
would rather he should die than live. It was wellknown 
also in this case, that every day his head would become 
more fixed, and so be more distant from even a 
possibility of a cure. I say, all human help and hope 
having for ever vanished, all I could do now was to 
mourn bitterly in spirit for him before the Lord. My 
sorrow was most extreme. In this state one evening, 
while quite alone, an impression was forcibly made 
on my mind that I was to go immediatelv to his 
residence, and by physical force ptUl up his head. 
At first I shrank from the fearful thought, as well I 
might ; but the idea still pressed itself upon my mind 
and urged me to go forward. Still I hesitated, and 
carried it to the Lord in humble fervent prayer. A 
voice seemed again to say, 'Go and do it and the 
Lord will help you.' As I well knew my shepherd's 
voice, which never yet had deceived me, in faith, and 
without further delay, I hastened to the house : I 
made no apology for abruptness ,- I stated my special 
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business^ — I then peremptorily took hold of the poor 
boy^ fixed him firmly between my knees on the floor 
— lifted my heart again in prayer. The , mother 
shrieked dreadfully — the boy joined her heartily— 
the house was in an uproar — nothing moved me. In 
less than a minute I had his head in its proper 
position, and there I held it till the somewhat pacified 
mother and my self fastened bandages from the opposite 
arm to support it. And O how my soul did magnify 
the Lord most high ! that once more I had the satis^ 
faction of seeing this poor, dear, helpless, fatherless 
child, in his right shape and no injury sustained. It 
was several weeks before the muscular power was 
perfectly restored so as to dispense altogether with 
the bandages, but the cure at length was perfected 
without any other aid, and his natural beauty returned 
without any abatement. O ye that love His great 
and holy name, join with me now and ever, heartily 
and most devoutly to sing his praises with under- 
standing. Verily, 'A father of the fatherless is God 
in his holy habitation.' Who, I ask, can put a price 
on this amazing cure ? I am glad to state that it was 
never lost on the dear boy ; he became a virtuous 
youth, has long since given his heart to God, and has 
obtained from him blessings far beyond what earth 
can ever give. His precious soul is saved by grace, and 
he has never forgotten his earthly benefactor." 1850. 

"Nov. 15th, 1823. Last week a certain Sabbath- 
breaking master at the Common, who (quite in 
character) allows his servant, unreproved, to spend 
the sabbath in the same sinful way, was robbed the 
same day by this very servant ; and I yesterday heard 
him in the mdist furious manner cursing heaven and 
earth, bein^ tormented and tormenting all around, 
because he had such bad servants." 

"Nov. 30th, 1823. Widow C, a native of War- 
minster Common, aged eighty-five, had all her days 
been a bitter enemy to all ^over-righteous persons,' as 
she called them. Last week, our friend, Elizabeth B. 
called at her housp with one of the tracts ; as soon as 

L 
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she knew her business, — *Get out, get out/ — she 
Tiolently exclaimed, — ^'Get along about thy business, 
I wont have thy books here ;' with some difficulty 
however, the tract was left in the hands of an inmate. 
This took place on Wednesday: the next day a 
grandson of hers who has recently joined the Metho- 
dist society, was determined, however great the cross, 
to expostulate with her and to warn her in the name 
of the Lord. He did so, but she still resisted every 
argument and remained perfectly unmoved to the 
last. But thanks be to him who .hath all power both 
in heaven and in earth, *With his own right hand 
and holy arm, he hath again gotten himself the 
victory.' Two days after, without the aid of any of 
his creatures the convincing spirit entered her guilty 
sold so astonishingly powerful, that she was literally 
'tormented before the time.' Horrible convictions 
seized her, she could not lie in her bed ; ' The devil 
is come ; the devil is in the room ; O I am damned, I 
am damned.' The people of the house were greatly 
alarmed ; she made them rise from their beds and go 
and call the religious grandson alluded to, and now 
for the first time of her long ungodly life, she most 
earnestly entreated him to pray for her with all his 
miffht, for every moment, she said, she expected to 
sink into the bottomless pit. All the sins of her 
whole life were set before her in dreadful array, and 
now we see the poor long-despised Methodists are 
gladly sought for and respected ! One of them, the 
same person who first offered the tract, called again 
the next week, and O how the lioness was changed to 
a lamb. ' Come here my child, come to me, I am 

Slad to see thee, do sit down and talk with me : O 
[ie dreadful wickedness of my life ! O if I had died 
when you called last week what would have become 
of my wretched soul ; O the agony I have been in ; 
I have scarce been able to live, and the thought of 
dying was horrible to me. I have been crying bitterly 
to God for mercy ever since, and I have now some 
hope that he will hear me : O come and see me as 
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often as you can ! O pray for me, pray for me^ that I 
perish not ! After some time spent with her in this 
way our friend engaged in prayer with her ; shortly 
after sweet peace flowed into her soul^ and she is now 
rejoicing in God and holding unreserved communion 
with his people. Thanks be to Grod for his unspeakable 
gift. This is only one out of numerous cases of good^ 
occurring through blessed tract distribution. 

" December 25th, 1823. The distribution of tracts 
still goes on well ; out of nearly two hundred and 
fifty houses called at weekly by our sister, Elizabeth 
Brown, only two or three have objected to take them 
in. The mistress of one of them politely said that 
'she never had been in a meeting-house in aU her life, 
and it was her fixed determination never to go there ; 
that she would not have any intercourse whatever with 
any of those who belonged to it, for she considered 
them to be very bad people. [N.B. — She did not 
keep to her resolution long ; she has often attended 
our services.] The other is a thorough'-bred Com« 
moner, an old ignorant heathen, that for the knowledge 
of God or the things of God may be almost or quite 
placed on a level with the beasts that peri8h,^-K)ld 
James Ford, he was shortly afterwards converted and 
died happy, in 1825. There are a few more of them 
left, but from their great age they will probably soon 
be removed, and we hope then to see light and truth 
more universally prevail. In this blessed work 
numerous precious opportunities daily occur of speak- 
ing *a word in season.' Many of the poor at the 
Common wonder at and adore the goodness of Grod. 
* Well,' say they, 'it seems as though somebody cared 
now for our poor souls : we never before saw such 
things as these : we are glad that the gentlemen do 
look upon us.' The whole appearance of the place is 
changed. The system of changing the tracts weekly 
is excellent : an appetite for reading is created and 
kept up : some of them read them over three times. 
We calculate on immense good to appear in due time 
resulting therefrom. Excellent as the bible association 
l2 
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is, I hardly know that it exceeds this : we still proye 
that the poor will read a small tract when they will 
not sit down and read the bible. In this important 
undertakmg the toil may seem to be greats bnt it is 
all ideal : it is the slothful man only who sees ' a lion 
in the way.' It is a great and unspeakable pleasure 
to the faithful servant^ no man goes a wayfaring herein 
at his own charge : the oil of heavenly joy sweetly 
and constantly anoints the wheels of his affections and 
renews his strength. And ' with such sacrifices surely 
God is well pleased.' It is true that they * the poor 
cannot recompense thee, but thou shalt be recompensed 
at the resurrection of the just.' " 

*' 1823, Dec. 28th. A few weeks ago I warned a 
Sabbath-breaking family at the Common, of the awful 
consequences of their thus continuing to sin against 
Almiffnty God. This afternoon I passed their house 
and found their eldest son who was then in good 
health, now in the agonies of death ! ^ The way of 
transgressors is hard.' " 

'' 1824, Feb. 29th. Last week Widow Watts died 
at the Common, aged seventy-nine. On her death- 
bed she declared that she had received more infor- 
mation as to the wa^ of salvation at our chapel, than 
she had in all her life before : happily for her she 
obeyed the latest call of grace, and entered while 
there was room. After struggling with severe pain 
for several days, with a soul filled with heavenly love 
and patience, she died in full assurance of a blessed 
resurrection to eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Her last words were, 'Bless the Lord, O my 
sonl, and forget not all his benefits.' 

Last Sundav evening (February 22nd, 1824), I ex- 

Sunded at the chapel, the twenty-fifth chapter of 
atthew. This was my first essay ; I had frequently 
done this on week-day prayer-meeting nights, to a 
few people, but never before on a Sunday evening. 
There was a good congregation — several strangers 
were present. I felt no difficulty, and the people 
appeared satisfied. Our tracts are still circulated with 
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the most unqualified acceptance : doubtless this is one 
of the finest modes in the world of distributing religious 
knowledge. The prejudice against our cause wears 
rapidly away^ and persons already attend the preaching 
who never entered church or chapel before in all their 
lives. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift." 

" March 25thy 1824. Be-appointed to the office of 
assistant overseer. Whatever others may say of a 
* Methodist/ so called, filling this office, I contend 
that the best christian (all other things being equal) is 
the fittestperson by far to fill up every difficult office in 
life ; for who knows the mind and will of Almighty 
God on every occurrence, like that man who is truly 
devoted to Him. Depend upon it there is no 
office to be met with that more requires spiritual 
discernment, heavenly wisdom and patience, and the 
active exercise of edl other graces, than this does, in 
order faithfully to fulfil the important trust. With all 
their faults and failings, remember that the poor are 
the Lord's, and they are also thy brethren, and co- 
partners in all spiritual and eternal privileges and 
enjoyments. 

A few days ago I was standing in a carpenter's 
Bhop waiting for a piece of board, when suddenly 
there fell from an upper story, a heavy ladder, end 
Jbremosty on the spot where I had just passed. Its 
weight was so great as to break in the panel of a new 
door that happened to be lying on the bench. What 
is still more remarkable, one of the carpenters had been 
all the morning employed putting in the mouldings of 
the said door; he had left it only a few minutes, had he 
returned but one half-minute sooner he would inevit- 
ably have been struck dead in a moment. It is also 
equally marvellous, that while there was considerable 
hammering in the shop the ladder remained in its 
place, but when every thing was still it fell. What 
"was this but another unquestionable proof of that 
never-failing providence which ordereth or counter- 
Acteth all things in heaven and in earth." 

"September 7th, 1824. Died, William Haynes, a 
l3 
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Steady member of our little society at the Common. 
Eighteen years ago he joined the Methodist society. 
He kept his bed about a week, during which time he 
had an almost uninterrupted sense of the divine 
presence : no doubt or fear. When a friend asked 
him if dying was not hard work, — * No/ said he, * by 
no means ; dying is very easy work, my mind is in 
perfect peace.' He was a distributor of our tracts ; 
and it was his hands that placed the covers on all the 
tracts which had been issued by us up to his death. 
* Tell my friends,' said he, * that I know that when 
the earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, I 
have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.' His last words were — 
' Happy — very happy — Glory be to God !' For forty 
years he arose at four o'clock every morning. He 
was the most corpulent man in Warminster, and 
enjoyed uninterrupted health till after sixty years of 
age, he then took a chiU which terminated in death. 
It was this man whose corpulency was reduced nine 
inches in girth in a fortnight, and his proneness to leth- 
argy removed, by the appUcation of smallelectric shocks 
plentifully administered. How sweet are the follow- 
ing lines, where the unity of the spirit and the bond 
of peace have always subsisted ; but now death has 
for a season cut asunder those endearing bonds. I 
have more than once known where they applied in 
all their fulness. 

' Oar partner below, our brother in woe, 

From his sorrow and pain 
God hath called to the pleasures that always remain. 
He hath snatched him away, flrom a cottage of clay 

To a kingdom above ! 
A kingdom of glory, and gladness, and love. 
FoUow after! he cries, as he mounts to the skies ', 

Follow after your friend, 
To the blissful enjoyments that never shall end.' " 

Diary. "One time while under great trial and 
discouragement in the Lord's work, at the Common^ 
I was greatly refreshed and helped forward by the 
following dream. In my sleep, I imagined myself 
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introduced into a most splendid apartment, apparently 
a palace, where his majesty the king sat in state, 
surrounded with his nobles and numerous persons of 
high distinction : there was profound silence on my 
appearance. He instantly knew me, and beckoned to me 
with his right hand to draw near to him. With smiles of 
sweetest complacency and condescension he then ad- 
dressed me thus : ' I know how diligently and intensely 
you are applying yourself to my work, how deep and 
constant your labors and studies are for my honor and 
glory. I should be glad to be informed what reward 
you expect for your services Y Overcome with such 
astonishing condescension, I replied with profoundest 
awe, ^ I beg leave most humbly and gratefully to leave 
that entirely to your majesty's good pleasure.' He 
bowed with smiles of acceptance, and immediately I 
had the same respect from all those that sat with him. 
While an ^overflowing sense of the high honor 
thus put upon me was filling every part of my en- 
raptured soul, mind, and strength, I awoke, and these 
words were powerfully applied to my mind. This 
was a representation of the king eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God, in his kingdom, majesty, 
and glory, before whom I was soon with joy to appear. 
O how my humbled soul sunk again into the dust 
before him, and how indescribably distasteful did all 
earthly things seem. 

' Id hope of glory quite to be involved, 

To smile at death and long to be dissolved.' *' 

" November 7th, 1824. Death is making awful 
ravages among our acquaintance. Yesterday one of 
the churchwardens 3rielded up his spirit. An amiable 
clergyman also paid the same untransferable debt, in 
the very bloom of youth ; he was buried in Warminster 
churchyard the day before the churchwarden died. 
Only four months ago the learned and respected vicar 
of this parish had ' Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust,' mournfully read over him r the sure 
conclusion to earth's noblest song. [He was a sub- 
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Bcriber to our Warminster Common bible association 
— a lover of peace ; never agitating and distressing 
oar minds about unscriptural forms and ceremonies^ 
schism and succession:] Another young man who 
went to Weyhill fair, October 10th last, with his bones 
full of marrow, yesterday was taught the awful lesson, 
* Ye know not what a day will bring forth/ All con- 
troversy about ' buying and selling and getting gain/ 
with him, is for ever ended. About ten weeks ago, 
a certain rate-payer in our vestry, sorely grieved my 
mind, and called me every thing but an honest man. 
I committed my cause to him that judgeth righteously. 
In a fortnight's time the fearful, soul-piercing message 
to Hezekiah (Isaiah xxxviii. 1.) was irreversibly sent 
also to him, and he troubled me no more. I saw him 
in his affliction ; my spirit mourned over him ; and 
I hope though halt and maimed, that he may yet be 
entered into life. 

One of the greatest causes of all our misery and 
%vretchedness is, the not knowing the value of our 
privileges till we have lost them. What bitter, heart- 
rending, anguish often arises in our minds at the 
thought of what we might have been if we would. 
But now ' the harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
apd we are not saved.' Looking, as I am almost 
continually compelled to do, at these awfiil visitations, 
O how my anxious heart is roused to run the way of 
thy commandments. Verily there is no rest in my 
bones except what arises from the conviction of good 
contemplated or effected every day. These living, 
sparkling, gems, always shed an imperishable lustre 
in the midst of the gloom of affliction ; and steadily 
and sweetly illumine our path to heaven." 

It was about the year 1825, if I mistake not, that 
the national school in this town, where many of the 
Common children were educatedi was about to be 
discontinued, solely for want of funds, (religious zeal 
at that time, in that quarter, not being very fervent.) 
A public meeting was held for the purpose of coming 
to some decision thereon. Being extremely unwilling 
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that any means adopted for the education of the poor 
should be discontinued, I attended the said meeting, 
and suggested the idea of taxing the children with 
one penny per week for their education. The plan 
was at once adopted and the school resuscitated. It 
has ever since flourished. 

"November 25th, 1825. Died, James Ford, of 
Warminster Common, aged eighty-one. For eighty 
years of his life he lived without hope and without 
God in the world. He then was visited with sore 
affliction, and promised if God would restore him 
that he would lead a new life. Seing raised up again, 
he came to our chapel, and there, for the first time in 
his life, paid his vows. There, the word came with 
power in the Holy Ghost, and with much assurance. 
Never before had he heard the sound of the everlast- 
ing gospel. His heart was broken, and he deeply 
mourned over the sins of his long rebellious life. 
' The High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity ' 
was graciously pleased soon to regard his humble and 
contrite spirit, and to give him peace. He now 
became a diligent and faithful follower of his pardon- 
ing Lord, constant in all the ordinances, always 
greatly mourning over his past life, and always weep- 
ing undissembled tears. About a fortnight ago, he 
was taken ill. During his illness, he was kept in 

Jerfect peace, enjoying the full assurance of the 
)ivine favour. The friends who visited him received 
daily proofs of his having * entered by the door into 
the sheepfold,' and, of his being * made meet to be a 
partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light.' " 

On Sunday, Dec. 4th, 182.5, 1 preached his funeral 
sermon, from these words, John xi, 23, — " Thy 
brother shall rise again." Up to this time I had been 
accustomed to expound the scriptures, or read ser- 
mons, always humbly standing against one of the 
seats in the chapel. But this evening, the place was 
so densely crowded, (almost to sufibcation), that my 
old place could not possibly by any means be got 
access to, and therefore of necessity, for the first time 
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of mj life^ ImoumfuUy and tremblingly ascended the 
sacred pulpit, a place, which, by a kind of presenti- 
ment, I have held communion with, for at least twenty 
years, and always dreaded. Whether it was the 
probable greatness of the work expected, which pres- 
sed painfully on my mind, or whether it was the 
unhealthy state of the weather, I know not; but in 
the morning I was exceedingly ill in my bowels, and 
I thought my appointed time was come, and that God 
most High ! would have no more of my unprofitable 
services. In the OTening, however, after great 
searchings of heart during the day, with the arrows of 
the Almighty sticking fast in me, I feebly ventured 
on the important work. My strength held out well, 
and so far as I can understand, my services proved 
acceptable to the people. Glory for ever be to His 
great Name. O Lord, who is sufficient for these 
things ? Verily, not I. 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 



Case 18. Aged sixteen. — ^Violent pain in her knee for several 
days. At first it got worse, — in a few days, quite recovered. 
Shocks. 

19. Aged thirty-six. — Pain and weakness in his loins, thigli, 
and leg, owing to a chill which he took three months ago. It 
resisted all medicine. It made him so restless that he seldom 
slept half the night, — attended always with coldness in his legs, 
And violent tremblings; perfectly cured by receiving shocks 
through the affected part six evenings. 

20. Aged twenty-six. — Nervous head-ache for seven years, 
which resisted all medicine, — was said to be incurable, — could 
not lie down in bed for a fortnight together, — a ring-worm also 
on her hand,— «l80 a scorbutic eruption on the top lip, supposed 
to be the rudiments of a cancer. All cured in three weeks, — 
sparks. 

21. Aged thirty-three. — Pain in the loins and leg, three months, 
resisted all medicine ; once electrifled,^nred. 

22. Aged sixty-four. — ^Violent pain and swelling in her knee 
for three weeks ; three times, shocks, — cured. 
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BUILDING A CHAPEL CONTEMPLATED, 

COMMENCEMENT OF CHUKCH OF ENGLAND SERVICES 

AT THE COMMON, 

CHAPEL COMPLETED, AND OTHER INFORMATION. 

The spiritual state of the poor at the Common having 
so much improved, and their attendance on public 
worship having become so regular and full, it became 
manifest that better religious outward accommodations 
were urgently wanted. The cottage in the afternoon 
(though large) was crowded almost to suffocation. 
The chapel in Bread-street was in some respects 
exceedingly inconvenient and uncomfortable, being 
always very damp and cold. It also did not belong 
to us, it was borrowed — so that we never knew how 
long we might be permitted to hold it. Moreover, 
a most pressing application was made for the use of 
it, when most wanted, — namely, Sabbath afternoons, 
there being only about forty school children then 
occupying it, wluch was refused us. [I have before 
stated that no religious denomination lelt disposed to 
help us yet.] For years I had applied to the clergy 
of the established church, stating the imperative call 
which had long been existing for more religious 
instruction among the numerous poor at the Common — 
but all in vain — ^nothing was done by them. The whole 
work therefore exclusively devolved on us: it appeared 
that we alone must act, and thoughts began to arise 
in our hearts that we must have a chapel of our oum. 
The population was supposed to be continually in- 
creasing, and everything shewed that a powerful per- 
manent ministry should be established there. But first, 
before any new step was taken, I thought it advisable 
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to adopt the following plan. A new vicar haying 
been recently appointed to this parish, I felt it my 
duty immediately to communicate to him my views 
on the subject, the same as I had often done to his 
predecessors ; stating that such was the urgency of 
the case, if he did not immediately attend to the 
spiritual wants of the poor of Warminster Common, 
he would surely be "provoked to jealousy by a foolish 
people." 

"Feb. 15th, 1826, I received the following answer, 
'Mr. D. desires his compliments to you, he fully 
intended to have called this morning, but is obliged 
to leave the town, will call as early as possible to 
thank you for the great good which he has heard you 
have done, and are still endeavouring to do, at the 
Common. As soon as he comes to reside here, he 
intends to turn his attention more immediately to the 
spiritual improvement of the Common.' This was 
the first minister of the establishment that ever res- 
ponded to the important call. My heart greatly 
rejoiced, and immediately I gave humble and hearty 
thanks to God Almighty, and prayed thus, — ' Great 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls, grant, I humbly 
beseech Thee, that this man may come here anointed 
with the gift of Thy Holy Spirit, and be endued with 
great power from on high. Let him be Thy true 
ambassador, — Thy living epistle, known and read of 
all men. And then I hope that I shall receive him 
into the arms of my affection, with no small degree of 
christian joy and gratitude, and be always ready to 
assist him to the uttermost of my power in thy blessed 
work.' " 

"April 2nd, 1 826. The said new vicar (Rev. Mr. D.) 
began to preach at the Common in the evening, at 
the workhouse, at nearly the same time as we had our 
service, and not far distant. (I was not consulted). 
I am bold to affirm that this was the first church of 
England service ever performed on a Sunday at 
Warminster Common, from the foundation of the 
world. A good congregation attended — some of his 
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hearers went from the town, and great joy was pro- 
duced in all. This kind and prompt attention to the 
said call, gaye at once an entire new and pleasing 
aspect to spiritual affairs at the Common, and we 
began to question in ourselves whether, now, there 
being such efficient help at hand, we ought not to 
leave the whole management in his able and zealous 
hands, and henceforth desist from what we had been 
accustomed to do. Great searchings of heart were 
felt on this occasion, much prayer offered, and the 
best advice taken thereon from the most judicious and 
pious of both churchmen and dissenters. Their 
united answer was — *Go on as you did before, if the 
people will come and hear you it is your duty to 
preach to them ; if they all leave your chapel and go 
to hear Rev. Mr. D., your work is done — your call is 
ended.' I took this advice as the Lord's message to me, 
and again went forward in the work as well as I could, 
feeble enough of course, but still advancing : and strange 
to teU, our cause instead of being weakened by this new 
movement was actually strengthened and confirmed 
thereby : the two services helping each other greatly 
and causing a new, general, and laudable religious 
excitement throughout the Common and neighbour- 
hood, and great good appeared to be doing: therefore 
our previously-concerted plan as to obtaining a chapel 
of our own, received no check hereby, but rather a con- 
firmation. Moreover, be it known herein, that the new 
church service was only once on the sabbath, and the 
people's wants required it three times at least. This 
fact was unquestionable 

The church service at the workhouse having been 
found to answer exceedingly well, it was thought advis- 
able on the part of the vicar and his friends, to apply to 
the parish authorities for leave permanently to use the 
said workhouse for the said purpose ; or, at least, till a 
better place of worship could be provided. I was at 
the vestry-meeting when the subject was brought 
forward, and strange to tell, when a motion was made 
** that the vicar be permitted to go on to use the 

M 
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workhouse at the Common, for a place of worship," 
no one would second the motion ! Astounded at the 
apathy, if not enmity, manifested on the occasion* and 
fearing that the motion would be lost, notwithstanding 
every one present excepting myself was what is called 
a churchman, I instantly addressed the meeting almost 
or quite indignantly, (although I was their servant at 
X the time and perhaps ought to have held my peace,) 
and said, ^ What, is there no one present that will 
second the motion that Mr. D. might have the work- 
house to preach in?' AU were silent/ 'Then,' 
said I, ^I will second it!' and so I did, and it is 
entered in the vestry order-book by myself. May 3rd, 
1826. ' But remember,' said they, ^ whatever 
alterations he may make, he shall alter back again, 
when called by the vestry so to do.' And alterations 
in very deed were needed, for the place he had to 
preach in was scarcely fit for a stable; it was so 
dismally low, dark, and damp, that it is a wonder 
how he or his hearers could escape injury whenever 
they attended there. Be it also further known that 
all that was done by him here was pure christian 
charity: there was no earthly compensation ever 
desired or awarded for this important labor of love. 
My prayer is and shall be 'The Lord grant that he 
may find mercy for it in that day.' Truly it may be 
said he was no hireling here; verily he never ate the 
bread of idleness at Warminster Common." 

"August Slst, 1826. This day Mr. Cox and myself 
finished another perambulation of the whole parish, 
to see what bibles and testaments were wanted amongst 
the poor. We distributed about thirty-five testaments, 
chiefly at the Common ; and now we can say again 
that we believe there is not a poor family in the whole 
parish but has a good bible or testament in it. Thanks 
be to God for lus unspeakable gift ! The poor were 
all thankful for our visit — several are beginning to 
subscribe for bibles : we cannot therefore doubt of 
their still further improvement. We universally found 
that where the scriptures were most plentiful, there 
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cleanliness and good order appeared. Those families 
who were entirely destitute^ were generally in a most 
wretched state as it respects outward circumstances." 



** He that makes it his basiness to watch providences, shall never 
want a providence to watch."— Flavel. 

''Arise, get thee to Zarephath — ^behold, I have commanded a 
widow woman there to sustain thee."— 1 Kiiros zvii. 9. 

'' And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, 
send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my 
master Abraham. Behold I stand here by the well of water ; 
and the daughters of the men of the city come to draw 
water : let it come to pass that the damsel to whom I shall 
say, let down thy pitcher I pray thee, that I may drink ; let 
the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant 
Isaac. And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, 
that behold Rebekah came."—- Genesis zxiv. 12 — 16. 

Diary. "The latter part of this year I was 

called upon to survey a large quantity of oak timber 
at ■ intended for the use of government. It 
occupied six weeks of my time. Never in aU my life 
had I greater reason to acknowledge and adore a kind 
and gracious providence. Before I entered on the 
said employment; as it was likely to last for some time^ 
it was very desirable of course^ for me to procure 
private lodgings, more especially as this was the first 
time in my life of being so long absent from my 
home ; and a residence at an inn would have been 
both expensive and highly disagreeable^ if not dan- 
gerous to my spiritu^ welfare. My business was 
chiefly confined to a nobleman^s park and his estates 
in that neighbourhood. Every effort to obtain private 
accommodation seemed fruitless: my employer^ a 
gentleman of great infiuence, could not succeed. So 
lar, therefore, as human discernment could extend^ 
the case seemed altogether hopeless. As usual^ I at 
once carried the matter to my long-known and never- 
failing friend and refuge — the great and adorable 
Lord of heaven and earth. A way was soon opened. 
m2 
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One morning I took a solitary walk, to meditate : like 
Abraham, I went out not knowing whither I went. 
As Iproceedednpa certain obscure laae I came to a neat 
retired dwelling-house ; I stopped a moment admiring 
its situation and the delightful scenery surrounding it, 
when a thought crossed my mind to go and ask of 
them, if they could be kind enough to recommend me to 
private lodgings for a short time ? I was at once kindly 
asked to walk in, and soon found to my great surprize, 
although we were perfectly unknown to each other, 
that very family was disposed without delay to receive 
me. It was the more remarkable in this case, because 
the wealthy proprietor referred to had previously 
offered them almost any compensation for the same 
purpose, but could not succeed. The question may 
therefore very properly be asked, — How came you 
to meet with such easy and prompt success ? The 
following statement will give the answer, which some 
time afterwards I received from the lips of my kind 
hostess. 

They had an only son whom they dearly loved, 
who was gone to reside in the West Indies. It so 
happened diat there was in me such a perfect resem- 
bhmce to the said son, both as it respects person, 
features, age, manner, &c., that at first sight they 
scarcely forebore to recognize me cu their very son/and/ 
said she, 'had I been expecting him home and had 
then met you in London streets, I should certainly 
received you as suchJ As they had no other inmates, 
glad enough were they to have such a perfect repre- 
sentative of their beloved in their house ; and every 
mark of the highest esteem and love I received of 
them during the six weeks of my continuing there. 
They much wished my stay to be lengthened, and 
actually offered if I would remain, to take half the 
former price in future for my board and lodging. 
This wonderful similarity of person is further evinced 
by the fact, that a servant who had long worked for 
tne family, one day coming into the room where I 
was, wished to hold a familiar conversation with me. 
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which 1 rather declined. On my leaving the room, 
he complained to the mistress that, 'Master Michael, 
(the said absent son's name) did not speak to him so 
freely as he used to do^ and he could not conceive of 
the reason.' Furthermore — Two years before this I 

happened to attend an auction at house, in 

that neighbourhood^ where this woman, as she stated^ 
first discovered me ; she instantly left all thoughts 
about the auction, in order that she might attend me 
wherever I did go, and she much wanted to have 
some conversation with me. 

Now, I humbly ask, what greater proof can be 
desired than the one before us, of a never-failing and 
gracious providence always in operation, and that, the 
very hairs of our head are all numbered? Who 
could have known the strong affection which existed 
in this kind woman's breast? who could have directed 
me so correctly and thus so seasonably have supplied 
my wants, but that Great and Glorious Being who 
knoweth all things, and who can so easily supply us 
at all times out of his infinite fulness ? This occur^ 
rence may appear trifling to some, but in very deed it 
was not so to me. Here I had my unmolested seasons 
of sacred retirement, which are so much needed and 
which are far above all price : here was no temptation 
likely to draw the heart from God : I never recur to 
it without feeling new gratitude spring up in my 
heart to my kind benefactor, as well as to those 
friends who, when I was a timid, needy stranger, so 
kindly took me in. 

I returned home in perfect health, with the 'barrel 
of meal' replenished — with the thanks of my em- 
ployer—under new vows — and again most devoutly 
singing, 

* When all thy mercies, O my Ood, 

My rifling soul surveys. 
Transported with the view, I'm lost, 

In wonder, love, and praise.' 

*In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths.' — Prov. iii. 6. " 
M 3 
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A PRAYER BY W. BECKFORD, Esq. 

Like tbe low murmur of the secret stream, 

Which through dark alders winds its shaded way, 
My suppliant voice is heard : Ah ! do not deem 

That in vain toys I throw my hours away. 
In the recesses of the forest vale — 

On the wild mountain— on the verdant sod — 
Where the iVesh breezes of the mom prevail — 

I wander lonely, communing with God ! 
When the faint sickness of a wounded heart 

Creeps in cold shivering through my sinking frame, 
I turn to Thee ! That holy peace impart, 

Which soothes the invokers of thy Awful Name! 
O all-pervading Spirit ! sacred beam ! 

Parent of life and light I Eternal power ! 
Orant me through obvious clouds, one transient gleam 

Of thy bright essence, in my dying hour. 

"The following circumstance proves that there is in 
this town, some new zeal now to be found among 
professors of religion, in reference to "Warminster 
Common. There is lying in a cottage at the Common, 
a sick woman who is expected every hour to die ; this 
afternoon we carried a testament to her house — while 
we were standing at the door^ good old Mr. J. Payne 
(a member of the church) came to see h^ and to 
pray with her, — a few steps from him was Tliomas G. 
(one of our society) with a religious tract for her, — 
a few hundred yards farther off we met Kev. Mr. D., 
the vicar, going to the same house, — and we under- 
stood that a few hours before, those two genuine 
^ Friscillas,' Mrs. Shorto and Mrs. Cox (both members 
of the Independent meeting) had been there with 
pecuniary relief. We all met as friends ; as we ought 
unquestionably always to do^ especially in the Lord's 
work." 

^'November 29th, 1826. About a fortnight ago a 
woman of the Common who was in perfect health 
dropped dead in a moment. The Sunday following 
I endeavoured to improve the solemn event, from 
Bev. iii. 3, 'I will come on thee as a thief, and thou 
shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.' 
The chapel was crowded^ and a deep solemnity rested 
on us all. 
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Our public services at the Common are kept up, 
we have opened a new prayer-meeting at the east end 
of the village, at our friend James Gunning's, where 
for ages satan has had his seat : it is well attended and 
good is doing. The tracts are still circulated through- 
out the town and Common with great acceptance ; we 
have lately extended our territory, and have taken in a 
neighbouring village (Crockerton), where they are also 
thankfully received. Notwithstanding the vicar of the 
parish has kept up evening service at the workhouse 
constantly at the same hour as ours is held, and only at 
a short distance from us, and which is well attended 
and great good doing, yet we go on well — our con- 
gregations are good, the prayer-meetings prosper, and 
the society live in love and peace. Daily proofs are 
arising that there is most unquestionably a great moral 
change wrought in the Common. Thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

' StiU let Thy love point out the way.' 

We love to see Zion in prosperity — we neither 
think nor speak evil of those who help us in the Lord's 
important work — ^we are glad with their assistance : 
* Peace be to thy helpers,' I say peace be to thee." 

We have before repeatedly observed, that the 
cottage used for the sabbath afternoon service although 
very large, was crowded almost to suffocation — some 
could not gain admittance. It was indispensable that 
a larger place should be speedily obtained ; the time 
was come, the call was manifest. The most pressing 
application was again made for the afternoon use of 
the Independent chapel in Bread-street, then occupied 
for the teaching of only about forty Sunday-school 
children. It was again refused, although we offered 
to supply another place for the school. This, for a 
season, grieved us much, but it was soon overruled 
for good : nothing now remained but to look solely to 
our own resources. The idea of endeavouring to get 
a chapel of our own revived, and again most pressingly 
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urged itself. But how this great work was to be 
accomplished none could tell: for we had as yet 
neither temporal nor spiritual patronage in the great 
work assigned us. We were poor — we belonged, we 
say, to nobody, and nobody was disposed to belong to us 
or help us ; but the Lord himself was our helper, and 
it began in the following way. In the year 1818 I was 
appointed an agent in an electioneering concern in this 
neighbourhood; I spent a great deal of time and 
expense to obtain the return of the proposed candidate 
— ^my bill was nearly seventy pounds. Year after 
year I waited but no payment was made ; plenty of 
unavailing regret was also my portion for ever having 
accepted the office. At length (the debt having 
become all but desperate, as it is called) I made a 
vow respecting it, namely that, " If I ever obtained 
that money, I would give fifty pounds towards building 
a suitable place of worship at Warminster Common." 
Seven years after, in 1825, without my applying for 
it, the said bill was paid. Full of joy at Uie unexpected 
occurrence (having become also suddenly rich) and 
rememberiflg my vow, I immediately made my will, 
and ordered the said sum of fifty pounds to be paid 
by my executors to any religious denomination who 
would find two or three hundred pounds more, and 
so provide better religious accommodation for the 
poor. That sum of money was deposited for that 
purpose in the savings bank, I considered it always 
to be sacred — that is, to be the LonPa. Here then 
was a starting point, and this would most likely 
procure the land wanted But where was all the rest 
of the money to come from ? I say nobody could 
tell, nobody knew us in a religious sense. Nothing 
daunted however, knowing the cause to be the Lord's, 
and the call imperative and clear, and all of it 
intended solely for the spiritual benefit of his poor : 
divine love all the day-long burning like fire in my 
restless heart, I determined that all the worldly 
property I possessed should be in glad and iust 
requisition, rather than such a pure and exalted 
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purpose should fail. Therefore, in faith, I resolved 
to go forward and " say to the mountain — Be thou 
removed." 

Several enquiries for land were forthwith made but 
in vain, and we began to be discouraged: till ^uite 
unexpectedly, a woman of the name of SarcJi Foreman, 
in circumstances very low indeed, with a young family, 
sent us word that she had a piece of ground which 
her late father had given her, and on which a deceased 
neighbour whom she loved had often expressed a 
wish to see a chapel erected ^nd this she would 
gladly give us I " magnify the Lord with me," said 
I, ^ and let us exalt his name together ; He heard me 
and delivered me from all my fears.' It was just the 
thing we wanted, and it happened to be in the best 
situation of the whole Common : and long as I live, 
and longer too, this noble act of hers shall be kept in 
high and honorable remembrance. Verily it was our 
time of need. " She did what she could.'^ May the 
Lord of heaven and earth ever bless her. Further- 
more, the wealthy proprietor of the land adjoining, 
concluding that his property would be greatly injured 
by the contiguity of the proposed new chapel, became 
restless, and actually, unsolicited, offered it for sale. 
Both were immediately purchased, and for fear lest 
^^ Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant and 
their friends," (Nehemiah ii. 19), should hear of it 
and interfere, and stop the work (for we were weak 
and they were strong) we actually compelled the 
attorney to work all the next night, in order to get 
the writings ready to be signed without fail the 
following morning. Signed, sealed, and delivered, 
March 14th, 1827. Never shall I forget the eventful 
moment : my heart seemed too full on the occasion to 
do anything else but silently adore. But ' Sanballat' 
had hold of it the same or the next day, and the 

following message was hastily sent me * 

has heard that you have actually purchased a piece of 
land at Warminster Common for building a chapel ; 
at first he would not give credit to the report, but he 
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has since been assured tliat it is reaUy true. He begs 
to state^ that he is not only greatly surprised but 
excessively grieved at your conduct.' [Nehem. ii. 10.] 
The next Sabbath evening after service public notice 

was given at the workhouse that was going 

to build a church immediately^ in the Common, and 
the inhabitants were requested to preserve all their 
subscriptions till solicited /or that purpose. By seven 
o'clock the next morning this information was com- 
municated to me ; by ten or eleven I had purchased 
all the building stones at the quarries, and bound 
down the proprietor thereof that he should sell none 
to any but us, till after our building was completed. 
It is said " The king's business requires haste ;" now 
I ask, was not this transacting business in good earnest, 
with a witness ? And (leaving little petty jealousies 
and personalities out of sight) what piously-disposed 
mind but must most joyfiiUy hail the new, and blessed, 
and important religious era, now at last sweetly and 
for ever opening upon the hitherto benighted, much- 
neglected, but waiting and willing poor of Warminster 
Common? From tms time all spiritual intercourse 

between us and ceased. Subscriptions to 

the amount of about one hundred pounds having been 
received or promised : all alive to the glorious call ; 
love — divine love — prompting and perfecting every 
movement — only Thy precious, soul-saving, soul- 
absorbing love, O Thou, our great Zerrubbabel ! our 
all and in all! on Tuesday, April 3rd, 1827, at three 
in the afternoon, we laid the foundation of the new 
Methodist chapel at Warminster Common. Our dear 
old friend James Bond, aged eighty-one (sixty years 
a supporter of the Methodists, and a local preacher) 
laid the first stone, (for he was worthy), — Mr. Stephen 
Payne (a steady hearer and friend) laid the second 
corner-stone, — I laid the third, — and John Hawkins 
the fourth : after which we sung the hundredth Psalm 
— there was but one voice, though not less than 
perhaps three hundred persons were present. A 
pleasing solenmity rested on all our minds. 
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" Th* appointed place with shouts of joy 

At Ephrata we found, 
And made the woods and neighbouring fields 

Our glad applause resound." 

After the singing was over, every person present who 
chose, took the mallet and struck one of the corner- 
stones. But what delighted me more than all the rest 
was the undissembled joy manifested by the numerous 
little children present, who all with one consent ran 
to try which could strike the stone first, and they 
actually broke one of the corner-stones by striking it 
so much. I suppose that not less than an hundred 
of these accepted " little ones" will hereafter tell to 
their children of the glad ceremony which they then 
witnessed. Even sucking infants were brought by 
their joyous mothers and gently laid upon the con- 
secrated stone. 

** An offering in the bud, 
Of no vain sacrifice.'* 

At least a most acceptable one to me. This being 
ended we gave notice of a special prayer-meeting to 
be held that evening at the chapel in Bread-street, 
to supplicate the divine blessing on the undertaking. 
There was a crowded congregation and I believe all 
partook of the growing bUss. 

The building is to be forty feet by twenty-four 
and a half within the walls. And thus, in great 
human weakness, the consecrated ''grain of mustard 
seed" is sown, which we humbly hope will in due 

time become a tree. We have heard that 

is excessively grieved at it, which is no more than we 
expected : he and his churchwarden have been since 
calling on our supporters, to intimate that he shall 
want all the money they can spare, towards building 
a new church at the Common. This however has 
not hurt us at all, nor alienated any one's affection ; 
I believe that rather the contrary effect has been 
produced. A penny per we*ek subscription has also 
been begun for us, and there are about an hundred 
subscribers. Thanks be to our good and gracious 
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God for the favor which he has given us in the sight 
of those friends which are without as well as those 
which are within. 

In 1826 — 1827, the parish authorities consented to 
the sinking of three wells on their property (the 
greater part of the cottages having none) in order 
that the poor might have pure water to drink, which 
they never could have from the filthy channel running 
through the Common." 

" May 5th, 1827 The chapel walls are ready to 
take the roof; it is not yet five weeks ago that we 
laid the foundation. There has not been a day's rain 
since the commencement : every thing has prospered, 
and our souls truly bless Him who is our All in All ! 
O Lord we humbly beseech Thee, let the work be 
wholly Thine, now and evermore.'* 

"May 18th, 1827. is so moved at our 

building the new chapel^ that he is determined to 
beg in every parish in England (he says) but what he 
will have a church at the Common. A public vestry 
is to be held on Friday next to take the subject into 
consideration. He wants to lay considerable part of 
the expence on the inhabitants by a rate. Opposition 
to this measure is expected." 

" May 25th, 1827. The vestry alluded to has been 
this day held, and the vicar's motion was lost by a 
majority of an hundred and two votes. However, 
nothing daunted, he says that he has made a solemn 
vow, and that he will certainly persevere till he has 
accomplished his utmost wishes. ' Never will I cease 
to pray and labor till there is a new church erected !' 
* Very good,' said I, * go on, and the Lord be with 
you.' This is something like christian zeal" 

"June 13th, 1827. The exterior of the chapel 
was this day finished; not the least accident has 
occurred : we only want pecuniary help to finish it, 
but this also is in his mighty hand. Our unceasing 
prayer is, 

' Let us still to Thee look up, 

Tbee, thine Israel's strength and hope." 
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I certainly have bad some evil suggestions and 
some gloomy fears to encounter during its progress : 
but I have also had some seasons of the most solid 
consolation: I have truly felt again the luxury of 
doing good; especially of providing the pure, the 
everlasting gospel, for his long-neglected poor. We 
have begun another service (Sunday morning) at the 
old chapel, and it is well attended. We have now 
four services on Sundays. Flesh and blood sometimes 
complain of the labor and the cross — ^but death, judg- 
ment, and eternity, awaken terrible fears and drive 
us forward. Four of my acquaintance are now Iving 
dead : no more means of grace for them : perhaps 
only a limited season for me ! What is man ? O Lord ! 
mercifully help me who am but dust and ashes. 

' A worm, a leaf, a blant, a shade.' " 

Nine trustees having been appointed, the chapel 
was enrolled in Chancery, September 22nd, 1827. 
They were appointed in the confidence that they 
would always patronize the cause that they were now 
engaged in : and they are of course morally, though 
not legally, bound to renounce their trustship as soon 
as they withdraw their patronage. 

" Sept. 27th, 1827. The vicar's zeal has waxen hot 
indeed. It appears that a new church, after all, will 
be the result. He has been very diligent in appli- 
cations for subscriptions, and also very successful. 
Twelve hundred pounds, I believe, is granted by 
the commissioners in London out of the taxes towards 
it, and the thing is decreed surely to come to pass. 
In a printed circular sent to his numerous friends on 
the subject, among many pressing arguments for 
pecuniary assistance on this occasion are these sig- 
nificant words, ^ There is also a very commodious 
dissenting place of worship now erecting at Warminster 
Common, which is hastening to a completion.' After 
all, may we not say there is nothing like beginning 
new Methodist chapels for stirring up the zeal of 
those who affirm that they only have the spiritual 

N 
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jurisdiction of the parish: that they are the only 
legitimate successors of the apostles. I ask, should 
not these true watchmen of our Israel then be always 
the foremost in every, laudable undertaking. Alas ! 
alas ! I ask, where have been their zeal and sounding 
of their bowels for at least twelve or fourteen hundred 
of the poor lost sheep, long scattered in the wilder- 
ness of "Warminster Common, for the last twenty, 
fifty, yea an hundred years ; yea, may I not say truly, 
from the foundation of the world ? for, till the present 
vicar came, the place was always given up to dissenters, 
or left entirely desolate. We are informed that as 
soon as the church is completed all our hearers will 
go there. So be it-^so it ought to be, if the poor 
can there be better fed, and be assisted with greater 
diligence and success to run the important race set 
before them. Our business herein it appears is, to 
learn to be nothing that God may be all in all. All 
our public services at present devolve on me ; and 
alsp all responsibility as to the debt incurred in 
building the chapel : but I am not afraid of any evil 
tidings, my heart standeth fast, believing in the Lord. 
Often when I descend from the pulpit these words assault 
me, ^ What a poor preacher, thou art — what a medley 
of disjointed things are thy subjects — how weak are 
the people to listen to thee !' * True enough,' I reply, 
^ I do not for a moment contend on this point, I admit 
all, and more : but then I find there is a war in my 
members powerfully warring against my mind when- 
ever I think of giving it up, and knowing the terrors 
of the Lord, as well as I can, I continue to persuade 
men. O Lord,' I say, 'I am afi-aid of thy judgments!' 
And finding also some acceptance among the people, I 
dare not relinquish the work : I cannot give up the 
idea that, bad as it is it ought to be thus continued 
till better help can be obtained. I thus console the 
people and myself, and they bear with me and I bear 
with myself: so I live and labor a day at a time. I 
never thought, verily and truly, that it would have 
come to what it is. It is all the Lord's doing, not 
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mine, and it is marvelloas in our eyes : some impulse 
more than human was always felt which could not be 
resisted by us. Who could have thought that the 
following words would have been so soon verified^ as 
they certainly were in this transaction to the full, — 
^ Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for 
my name's sake, said, let the Lord be glorified. But 
he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.' 
— Isaiah btvi. 5. The very words which God by his 
blessed Spirit graciously applied to my wounded 
heart, at the time when I was- in tribulation on that 
account, when I say, I was in great trouble and my 
spirit was overwhelmed within me." 

As part of the services at the Common, for a long 
period previous to building the new chapel, I used to 
read Rev. Mr. Jay's, Mr. Wesley's, and Mr. Fletcher's 
sermons, but never afterwards. 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

Case 23. Aged fifty. — Rheamatism in her arm, very Tiolent for 
half a year. Cared. 

24. Aged twenty-one. — Deafness for six years; great benefit 
the first time — came a second time ; I saw him no more. Imper- 
ceptible stream through the ears. 

25. Aged nineteen. — Swelling on the back of her hand for four 
years, which occasionally suppurated ; had been refused admission 
at the infirmary.— it was called the " Evil," and considered to be 
incurable : part of the back of her hand had been already eaten 
away. Sparks all over the afflected part with slight shocks through 
the hand for a week; it then became apparently much worse, and 
my despairing patient refused to continue it any longer. I saw 
her a month afterwards, her hand was healed— it first broke and 
discharged considerably. 

26. A poor boy, aged fourteen.— Tooth-ache and swelled foce 
for a fortnight, so dreadfully bad that he alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood in the night with his shrieks. — ^Sparks, ten minutes ; 
the swelling subsided whilst under the operation, and the tooth- 
ache was instantly cured. His mother came the next morning, 
in an ecstacy, stating that the boy had not felt the least pain 
since, that he had slept all the night, and thai she was sure that 
I had performed a miracle. There were several witnesses present 
I have known many similar cases. 

n2 
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NEW CHAPEL OPENED, SACMMENT FIEST ADMIN- 

ISTEEED IN THE COMMON, AND PEOGEESS IN 

THE SEEVICES. 

^' January 1st, 1828. This morning at six o'clock 
we opened the new chapel at Warminster Common, 
with a prayer-meet|ng, and although it was dark and 
wet> we had all the body of the chapel filled. Oar 
dear old father and friend, James Bond, (eighty-two 
years of age), an Israelite indeed in whom there is no 
guile, gave out the first hymn ; he richly deserved 
that honor, his hoary head is truly a crown of glory 
to him and to us. We had a most gracious influence 
resting on all our hearts. No other service was held 
on that day. ' O give thanks unto the Lord, for he 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever.' ^ Grass- 
hoppers in their sight — so we were in our own sight.' 
No worldly, no religious patronage have we — entirely 
kept to ourselves ; yet, upheld by Thy right hand, I 
say, we go forward, deeply sensible how much we 
shall need continual help from above in the important 
work^ and what prayer and what watching thereunto 
must be kept up, or all will fail." 

"Sunday, Jan. 6th, 1828. This day we took full 
possession of the new chapel. A prayer-meeting at 
seven in the morning ; at half-past ten I expounded 
the lessons of the day. [A remarkable coincidence 
was noticed by us, which we never contemplated, nor 
was it discovered till the lesson was sought for in the 
church calendar, to be read. It was Epiphany 
Sunday: being the festival which is kept by the 
church of England to commemorate the manifestation 
of Christ to the Gentiles. The first lesson (Isaiah Ix.) 
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'Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee.' How exceedingly 
appropriate /] In the afternoon I addressed the people 
from 2 Chron. vii. 12 — 22. In the evening, from 
Haggai ii. 9, ^ The glory of the latter house shall be 
greater than of the former, saith the Lord of Hosts ; 
and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of 
Hosts." I had sweet liberty throughout the services 
— the place was well filled — the collection amounted 
to four pounds. 

But it might here be asked, perhaps, * Why did 
not you get some ministerial assistance, as is usual at 
the opening of chapels V Answer, plainly, ' Because 
we could not ! no preacher would assist us.' Know ye 
not, I say again, that we were still nobody in the 
religious world — that we were the outcasts of the 
people. We sent twice in the most humble and 
pressing manner, requesting that one of the Frome 
Wesleyan travelling-preachers would come and help 
us : we offered to pay his expenses and also to pay 
for his services. But ^ No ! it was contrary to our 
rules.^ But it was not, ^contrary to our rules' to 
assist a few weeks after in the opening of a new 

Baptist chapel at . So, I say, trusting alone in 

Him who was our only refuge, we opened it ourselves. 
We thereby saved all expenses of niring assistance, 
the people were satisfied, and the whole of the 
collection obtained went to help the defraying of our 
chapel debt. Furthermore (and what was of some 
value afterwards) we were hereby kept perfectly 
independent of all future obligations to any helpers 
of any sect or denomination : though hard indeed did 
we take it to be refused in this our time of need ; 
and refused too by men calling themselves humble 
and devoted ministers of Christ, when they knew well 
that ours was wholly a home-missionary work, and an 
effort of the purest charity, manifesdy intended only 
to help the long-neglected and perishing poor for 
whom Christ died. So in the short space of nine 
months our chapel is completed and our ^ coast greatly 
n3 
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enlarged/ — Thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ ! 

The following advertisement was drawn up and 
sent to the publishers of the Salisbury newspaper, 
but (for what reason I know not) they refused to insert 
it ; notwithstanding, at that time they occupied whole 
columns of their paper with the account of all kinds 
of vice, of murders committed, balls and assemblies, 
with full particulars of a recent disgraceful and dis- 
gusting ^ prize-fight' — shocking to read. I am quite 
sure that they received the communication from me, 
for a friend afterwards called at their office purposely 
to enquire, and they informed him they did receive it. 
The account however found its way into the Bath, the 
Devizes, a Devonshire, and several other papers. 
' On Sunday last a new Methodist chapel was opened 
at Warminster Common. This populous village is 
certainly in a state of progressive moral improvement 
through the instrumentality of the bible association, 
an active tract society, vigorous Sunday schools, and 
the religious instruction affi)rded by the different 
denominations ; it bids fair to be soon as remarkable 
for its good order and sobriety, as it once was for its 
vice and immorality. The chapel alluded to is cen- 
trally situate ; it stands on an eminence visible to all 
the inhabitants, and no expence has been spared to 
render it healthy, neat and commodious. It stands on 
an area of nearly one thousand feet, four-fifths of 
which are appropriated to free sittings. It is the 
largest Methodist chapel in the circuit.* Shortly after 
this, the principal Wesleyan preacher in this circuit 
called at my house, to reprimand me for inserting the 
last clause of the above advertisement, stating ' that it 
was not true.' I recommended him to reply to it, by 
publishing that the said chapel was built by those 
whom they had expelled from their society." 

" January 22nd, 1828. The new chapel is well 
filled. As proof that such accommodation was wanted^ 
the Sunday afternoon congregation, which heretofore 
assembled in the cottage, and consisted of forty or 
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fifty at most, is now from two hundred and fifty to 
three hundred. The little society love one another — • 
we have a good report from them which are without 
— a holy unction attends our public services — God of 
his infinite goodness and mercy has hitherto given me 
a boldness in the work which I never, before ex- 
perienced, so that I fear not the power of any 
adversary. All seem to rejoice excepting the old 
Methodist society in the town, who appear to despise 
us still ; they never prophesy good concerning us— ' 
but evil. * Ah,' say they, ^you will soon all come to 
nothing !' So they said and thought nine years ago : 
so we also thought. But God's ways are not our 
ways, nor His thoughts our thoughts. They should 
read Acts v. 38, 39." 

"Sunday, January 27th, 1828. This afternoon, 
for the first time, after much travailing in birth on 
the subject, with great fear and trembling, we took 
the sacrament of the Lord's supper at the new chapel 
at the Common ; our old friend James Bond admin- 
istered the elements, and I read the service. Perhaps 
this may give further offence to such as oppose us, but 
we cannot help it, we have lingered on their account too 
long already. In this, as well as in every other case, 
^ To his own master he standeth or falleth/ Be it 
ever known, I received none of my spiritual authority 
of man, I believe we may with certainty affirm that 
this is the first time that ordinance was administered 
to a religious society at Warminster Common, from 
the foundation of the world." 

"February 28th, 1828. Our congregation still 
keeps up, the prayer-meetings are well attended, and 
we live in love. Although we have sometimes curious 
and respectable hearers dropping in, which are never 
any assistance to a preacher, and especially to such an 
one as I ; still in his own country, among his kinsfolk, 
lately come out of Nazareth, occupied all the week 
with the secular concerns of the parish, (having more 
than a thousand of the poor constantly to provide for), 
and, what is worse, often loaded with the unfriendly 
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* 

wishes of those who wait for oar halting, yet a good 
and gracious God has not confounded me before them ; 
yea, verily, I have heard of some who came to mock 
but remained to pray. Be this as it may, there they 
are, from Dan even to Beersheba they come to hear 
what this babbler says. I ask what is to be done ? 
Are we to go on ? If some three hundred persons 
will regularly come and sit patiently and seriously, 
and hear and pray, and some of them truly repent 
and give thanks, who shall gainsay — who shall prevent 
it ? ^ But you have never been ordained, never had 
a ministerial call — you are only an outcast of the 
Methodist society.' ^ If he had but been ordained like 
us' say they, 'it would have been at least more consistent. 
Unauthorized, self-made preacher — ^belonging to no 
one. So, on his principles any man may start up and 
become a preacher, and draw away people after him. 
And what is worse, O how awfully sacrilegious! 
fearful innovation in holy things ! it is said he now 
administers the sacrament too ! — how can he escape 
the damnation of hell ? Poor deluded souls all of 
them; they must soon come to nothing; only wait 
till the new church is completed and you will soon see 
what will become of them !' Thus these prophets 
never prophesy good of us — ^but evil. I say it some- 
times presses hard on one's mind to bear this from 
professors of religion, but still I say we go on ' faint 
yet pursuing.' My mode of preaching it appears 
best suits the capacities of the poor : the utmost 
simplicity I always aim at. The following directions 
of die Apostle (1 Cor. xiv. 9.) always abide with me 
— 'So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue, 
words easy to be understood, how shall it be known 
what is spoken, for ye shall speak into the air.' It 
produces joy unspeakable to me, to hear the long* 
neglected poor thankfully say ' We always understand 
your preaching.* So, I say, we go on, however 
objectionable, however imperfect, tm better means 
can be obtained. We have hitherto found in this 
His blessed work, that it is not by might or by power. 
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but by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts. So be it 
always^ O Lord ! our Lord." 

An awfiil visitation has lately occurred at the 
Common. A youth who came to our chapel evidently 
to be idle, after having been reproved by us, went the 
next Sabbath evening to the church service at the work- 
house for the same wicked purpose: whilst at his 
sport, disturbing the people's devotions^ he was 
suddenly seized with a severe pain in his shoulder, 
which carried him into eternity that day week ! 

This year (1828) the Sunday-school which had been 
continued from 1819 by the Independents, was dis- 
solved. 

''Great is the mystery of godliness" says the 
Apostle ; and great to me is the mystery of preaching 
the gospel. Since I have undertaken the work I have 
made observations thereon which I never could before. 
One thing which at times has been a considerable 
trial to me is, that I can scarcely ever carry into the 
pulpit any preconceived ideas. I have sat down the 
day before or some hours before and looked out a 
subject, as it is called ; I have collected ideas which 
were pleasing, and I thought also profitable, I have 
endeavoured to remember them, but alas ! whenever 
I have wished to bring them forward in the chapel 
they have been all gone, and a new set has been 
presented. . Sometimes, in order to be perfectly sure 
of them, I have written them down and taken the 
paper with me into the pulpit, but even this has 
failed ; for I never yet could make use of it : the 
moment I have thought of tJie paper my mind has 
recoiled, and I dared not touch it. Sometimes the 
very subject which I had fixed upon, and on which I 
had long meditated, is itself altogether taken away 
and a new one substituted, and that only a quarter of 
an hour before I ascend the pulpit. Once I chose 
the text in the pulpit, and I never spoke with greater 
freedom. Another thing I have also noticed is, that 
in this work I feel equally averse to all formal divisions 
and sub-divisions : 1 never yet could bring my mind 
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to say firsts second, or thirdly, on any subject : this 
mode always appears to me a mechanical or artificial 
mode of preaching — never found in the scriptures — 
never adopted by our Lord or his apostles. So far as 
I am instructed herein, the object throughout is, to 
make the people understand the scriptures. I know 
that I never was formally educated for the ministry, 
that I am but a babe in this grace, and therefore I 
ought to speak with great fear and trembling ; but I 
have invariably found, I say, that all preconceived 
arrangements left me when in the pulpit. So, in my 
retirement, I first enquire in my heart if there be any 
special call or direction as to any subject then required 
to be more particularly discussed or enforced — 
whether any providential dispensation that requires 
noticing : if not, I look for a passage or paragraph of 
scripture some hours before the time comes, if the 
light which first led me to fix on it remains with me, 
I speak therefrom as well as I can from the freedom 
of the moment. (Observe, there is not even the 
semblance of what is called learning thought of or 
attempted.) If my mind wanders from that subject 
before the time comes, which it often does, then I 
look for another : I have always found that the 
people's attention is kept up in this way, and a goodly 
company is always present. ^^ The Common people 
hear him gladly.*' Generally, I trace out the meaning 
of the selected passage or paragraph by first com- 
menting on the context, and I make applications as 
truths occur ; I never wait to make a full and final 
one, because the capacities of the poor cannot receive 
much at once ; so I do not place before them a dish 
full of meat, but feed them with small portions at a 
time, giving them an opportunity of digesting a little 
before more comes. As I go on in the explanation I 
enfcMTce the subject ; perhaps the idea springs out of 
the context, or out of some more remote observation, 
but it is of no consequence, if I see their mouths 
open, I say, I instantly endeavour to strike home. 
Thus I find they are never tired of hearing me, and 
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I am never tired of speaking ; I often get new and 
living ideas, I trust from the blessed Spirit, which 
raise and cheer my heart, while I thus endeavour in 
simplicity and godly sincerity to instruct the people. 
I again repeat, that in this way the poor continually 
acknowledge their obligation and bless the preaching ; 
oiten do I hear it said, " We can remember all that 
you say, but we cannot remember what Mr. Such-an- 
one says, we do not understand him.' Now I contend, 
that the great object of preaching is, to give "the 
sense and cause them to understand the reading," — 
Nehemiah viii. 8. ; to make the people wise unto 
salvation. If they do not remember or understand 
what is said, how can they profit ? So far as I am 
able to discern herein, the art of preaching (if an art) 
does not consist so much in recent study and systematic 
arrangement, as in a long and confirmed habit of 
general study combined with deep experience in all 
the things of God : moreover, chiefly in much daily 
communion with Almighty God ! the only spring of 
all living experience and spiritual instruction. The 
apostles always wrote and spoke as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. Where the Spirit of the Lord is 
there are both life and liberty. When Philip preached 
to the eunuch [Acts viii. 35,] I presume he had no 
time to find a text or study a sermon : nor had Peter 
when he addressed Cornelius [Acts x.] 

ON SPEAKING TO EDIFICATION. 

" For from you first sounded out the word of the Lord, uot only 
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith 
to Godward is spread abroad."—! Thess. i. 8. 

*^ And these words which I command thee this day shall be in 
thine heart : And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walk est by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up." — Dsut. vi. 6. 

'<To speak for God, to sound religion's praise. 
Of sacred passions, the wise warmth to raise, 
To infuse the contrite wish, to conquest nigh. 
And point the steps mysterious as they lie. 
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To seize the wretch in foil career of lust. 
And soothe the silent sorrows of the just : 
Who would not b]fws.for this the gift of speech, 
And in the tongue's beneficence be rich 7 

But who must talk ? Not the mere modem sage 
Who suits the softened gospel to the age ; 
Who ne*er to raise degenerate practice strives, 
But brings the precept down to christian lives. 
Not he— wlio maxims from cold reading took, 
And never saw himself but through a book. 
Not he — ^who hasty in the mom of grace 
Soon sinks, extinguished as a comet's blaze. 
Not he— who strives in scripture phrase to abound, 
Deaf to the sense, who stuns us with the sound. 
But he who iilenee loveSf and never dealt 
In the fhlse commerce of a truth unfelt. 

Guilty you speak, if subtle fh>m within. 
Blows on your words, the self-admiring sin : 
If unresolved to chuse the better part, 
Your forward tongue belies your languid heart. 

But then speak safely, when your peaceful mind. 
Above self-seeking blest, on God reclined. 
Feels him at once suggest unlaboured sense. 
And ope' a sluice of sweet benevolence. 
Some high behest of heaven you then fulfil. 
Sprung from his light your words, and issuing by his will. 
Nor yet expect so mystically long, 
Till certain irupiration loose your tongue : 
Express the precept runs — * Do good to all!* 
Nor adds — <* Whene'er you find an inward call :' 
'Tis God commands, no further motive seek. 
Speak— or without— or with reluctance speak : 
To love's habitual sense by acts aspire. 
And kindle till you catch the gospel fire." 

Gambold. 



<< Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was 
sown in their hearts."— Mark iv. 16. 

I beg to ask the following question. Should the 
devil be previously informed what seed is about to 
be sown in the Lord's vineycird ; or, in other words, 
what subject a minister is going to preach about? 

If a minister writes his sermon, or if he at the 
commencement publishes the heads and divisions 
thereof, will not the devil be apprized of his whole 
intended mode of attack on him and his kingdom, 
and will he not prepare to pick up, or neutralize, or 
'^ catch away" the seed accordingly ? Did our Lord or 
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his apostles ever adopt this mode of warfare ? Would 
a skilful general thus accommodate his adversary 
before he entered the field of battle ? 

" May 27th, 1828, (Whit Tuesday.) Drank tea at 
the chapel at the Common this afternoon : this is the 
first tea-party we ever had at the new chapel, (before 
this we adways held it at the old one), fifty-six persons 
were present; the times of refreshing truly came 
again from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his power : great was our joy in the Lord. I 
administered the sacrament with some fear and trem- 
bling again on Sunday last — this is the third time. 
The congregation still keeps up and every thing says 
*go on.' We have the whole of the day occupied 
(four services) The vicar has his evening services at 
the workhouse, on Sundays, as usual, but it hurts us 
not. We expected, long ere now, to have seen the new 
church in progress ; but all rests. Obstacles of some 
kind or other withstand them, and it is not yet begun, 
nor, they say, is it likely to be this year. Fully alive to 
our circumstances we keep awake. 1 Chron. xxii. 18. 
We do not forget our blessed Lord's command, ^ Work 
while it is day,' " 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

Case 27. Aged twenty-seven. — Hysteric fits every day for the 
last twelve months; sometimes three times in a day; violent 
head-ache night and day. Small shocks to the back of her neck 
and legs; apparently cured the first time, — a month afterwards 
a sudden fright brought them back again ; another application 
instantly removed both the fits and head-ache ; I saw her a year 
afterwards.— No return. 

28. Aged twenty-eight. — Violent tooth-ache for a fortnight ; 
perfectly cured. Sparks, ten minutes. 

29. Aged fifty five. — Sore eyes for twelve months, very much 
inflamed ; could not use her needle. — Drew the negative aura 
four evenings. Perfectly cured; can sew as well as ever she 
could in all her life. 

30. Aged thirty. — Violent nervous headache for six weeks; 
had been blistered without effect. Sparks once ; perfectly cured. 

O 
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CHAPTER XII. 



EEPOET OF BIBLE ASSOCIATION, FURTHER PRO- 
GRESS OF THE SERVICES, 
AND OTHER INTERESTING MATTER. 

" October 22nd, 1828, (Wednesday.) This evening 
the anniversary of the Bible association meeting was 
held at our chapel : the place was crowded, — ^many 
could not gain admittance even to stand. During the 
service there came such a tremendous, clap of thunder 
accompanied with such vivid lightning as almost 
petrified the people : it was with the utmost difficulty 
we could go on with the meeting. But thanks be to 
Him who sitteth above the water-floods, both the rain 
and thunder soon ceased, and the evening ended much 
to the satisfaction of the people. Indeed, the solem- 
nity of the weather produced fresh matter for reflection 
and observation on the part of the speakers, who 
instantly embraced the opportunity of enlarging more 
fully on the consolations which the bible anorded in 
time of trouble. 

A woman who was present informed me many years 
after, that her mind was so wrought upon at this 
meeting, that it ended in a sound conversion. A 
person who needlessly left the meeting before the 
services were ended, was struck down by the lightning 
at a little distance from the chapel, but was not hurt. 
The following is an extract of the report then read : 

' Several years having elapsed since we last met in 
this way, it will be proper to advert to the resolution 
then made, and since acted upon. At that meeting 
it was recommended that every efibrt should be made 
to stir up the poor, of this village, more particularly. 
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to examine the contents of the blessed book, and to 
a practical embracing of the same. It was then 
announced that by recent investigation of the state of 
the poor, they were well supplied : this was a source 
of solid satisfaction to us all and the basis of much 
expected good. 

Your committee having sown liberally expected to 
reap liberally. We have to be thankful that our 
labour has not been in vain in the Lord. The 
wilderness has blossomed as the rose. Since that 
period there has been a much better disposition 
manifested by the poor of this village for hearing the 
word of God, for the education of their children, and 
for general moral improvement. Mr. Chairman, we 
can fully justify this assertion, by only comparing the 
present state of this village with its former condition. 
Fifteen years ago, when the first investigation was 
made, there were 449 families in this parish partially 
destitute, and 149 totally destitute of the bible. At 
that period there were not half the children educated; 
and, from the best observation, not a quarter part of 
the population ever attended a place of worship — vice 
in every shape triumphed. And as was their moral 
«o was their civil condition : their outward appearance 
exactly corresponded with their depraved minds, — 
their dress, their habitations, their roads, were alike 
discreditable ; and the few names among them who 
loved the bible were persecuted almost like Lot in 
Sodom. Many of the inhabitants had never attended 
a place of worship in all their lives. Indeed War- 
minster Common then was, as it ever had been, 
proverbial for all kinds of iniquity : its moral state 
was deemed almost too bad to be mended, and the 
wretched fame thereof was heard in all parts of the 
land. But thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, He that calleth the 
things which are not as though they were, said 
' Hitherto shalt thou go but no farther.' At his most 
gracious bidding the Sun of Righteousness arose 
with healing in his wings. Through the tender 
o2 
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mercies of our God^ the day-spring £rom on high has 
▼isited yon: and 'from this time it shall be said 
What hath God wrought V We should have observed 
that a third perambulation of this parish took place 
two years ago, when every lack of the scriptures 
was again supplied : not a house was left destitute ! 
We say again with humble adoration and praise, 
* What hath God wrought V Look now at the exterior 
of the village — look at the habitations — at the persons 
of the poor — ^their educated children — their moral 
habits — ^their attendance on divine worship : and with 
few exceptions, we say What hath the bible wrought ; 
what have the Sunday-schools wrought ; what have 
religious tracts wrought ; what hath the preaching of 
the gospel wrought ; what hath God wrought ? 

At such a sight well might the angelic hosts kindle 
again in heavenly rapture, joy, and love, and sing 
'Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, goodwill 
towards men.' 

But, Mr. Chairman, we have only hitherto been 
speaking of the temporal benefits derived from this 
blessed book. When the glory of all earthly achiev- 
ments is lost in oblivion — when conquerors, kings, and 
kingdoms are no more — this heaven-inspired book, the 
bible, in all its native vigour lives illustrious, for ever 
lives : ignorance and error mast yet be chased away 
from the earth by its light. Affliction and death shall 
be swallowed up in victory — 

' For the Great Shepherd reigns. 

And his unsuffering kingdom, yet shall come/ 

Only for a moment imagine how many blessed 
spirits have entered into the joy of their Lord from 
Warminster Common, through the instrumentality of 
the bible, since the commencement of this blessed 
institution : how many are now fighting the good fight 
of faith : and how many more will hereafter arise and 
call us blessed, in the kingdom of our common God 
and Father. The number of bibles and testaments 
already issued to this and neighbouring villages is 
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1948, besides what have been distributed by Sunday- 
schools and private subscribers. The association has 
also remitted thirty pounds to the parent society for 
foreign purposes, thereby affording help to the poor 
abroad as well as at home. 

We conclude this report by congratulating the poor 
of Warminster Common on the laudable disposition 
manifested by them for general improvement. We 
sincerely hope and trust there" will be no relaxation 
in any part of the good work. We pray, that every 
institution adopted for their spiritual interests may 
greatly prosper ; that the religious education of their 
children, especially, may be kept up ; that the bible 
may be constantly read by them in their families; 
that the public ministry of the gospel may be more 
than ever reverenced by them; and that very soon all 
may know the Lord from the least to the greatest. 
This being the case, Warminster Common will assume 
a moral and christian dignity unknown before; its 
respectability among men yml increase in the same 
proportion; its ancient reproach will for ever be 
wiped away ; blessings from above and blessings &om 
beneath will be its portion. Influenced by the blessed 
truths of the book we circulate, it will be daily send- 
ing forth into the world new and useful servants,— 
valuable members of civil and religious society. 

Thus, finally, in the blessed communion which the 
spirit of the bible always produces, we shall gladly 
live and love and labor through life ; and in the end, 
we trust both rich and poor together meet around the 
throne, and enter triumphant into the everlasting joy 
of our Lord. Even so. Amen." 

" November 7th, 1828. ' How is it' say they, ' that 
you are never afflicted ? you intend to Uve for ever 
we suppose.' Not so, 1 reply,— I thankfully acknow- 
ledge the divine goodness ^n giving me such continued 
health ; God, even my God, in this respect anoints 
me widi the oil of gladness above many of my fellows, 
but, remember, I have no claim to this mercy. It is 
true, I think that I know the just value of health, and 
o3 
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therefore watch for it, and work for it, and pray and 
give thanks accordingly; but still, I say, all is mercy: 
and I know no more. than jou do how soon I may be 
called to drink of this cup, and to be baptized with 
this baptism ; and herein we see again how little we 
can know respecting what Almighty God will do to 
us, or/or us, hereafter. My mother always prophesied 
that 1 should be the subject of much affliction in this 
life, and yet, though I am almost forty-five years of 
age, I have never employed a surgeon or apothecary 
except once to extract a decayed tooth ; 1 have never 
lost a regular meal in my life, nor have I been once 
confined to my room or bed by sickness. It is true I 
have had frequent transient visitations of pain, but 
through mercy, have alwavs conquered them by the 
use of exercise in pure air, of sunple medicines of 
my own selecting, fasting, and prayer ; and it is not 
to be on any account forgotten that, however I may 
be indisposed at other times, it always leaves me by 
chapel time. My merciful benefactor knows that I 
receive not this nis precious gift in vain, I never yet 
* called it common/* I therefore watch, I say, most 
diligently against everything that I know hinders or 
destroys hedth ; I embrace everything that I know 
promotes it ; and this I do in the fear of the Lord, 
knowing herein also, that Paul may plant and Apollo9 
water, but God only gives the increase. That curious 
machine — my body — so fearfully and wonderfully 
made, I duly respect as of and from Almighty God 
alone, and I am daily confounded with its great and 
inscrutable mysteries. Here I ever see divine good- 
ness — I adore and love. 

< If BO poor a worm as I 

May to thy great glory li?e, 
AU my actions sanctify, 

All my words and thoughts receive. 
Claim me for thy service, claim 
AU I have and all I am.' " 

'' January 1st, 1829. Anniversary praver-meeting 
held at six o'clock in the morning, at the chapel — 
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two hundred persons present. Great was our joy in 
the Lord. The evening of Christmas-day we had our 
religious tea-meeting as usual — fifty persons present. 
O our good and gracious God, great is thy faithfulness ! 
We began the chapel in great weakness — we began 
the services with much fear and trembling, but not 
one fear has been realized, not one evil has overtaken 
us ; weak as we are we take the prey. I have not 
had a soul to help me in the preaching the whole 
year, and yet the people do not complain, they rather 
abundantly rejoice and give thanks. Good is certainly 
doing ; the congregations constantly keep up, and we 
have a good report of them which are without; neither 
discord, affliction, or death, has yet invaded our little 
society, and 'Israel still dwells alone and is not num- 
bered among the nations.' Blessed for ever and for 
ever be His glorious name for this and every token of 
His love ; however despised. He assuredly makes the 
sound of the ' rams' horns' to shake the fortress of 
sin and satan at Warminster Common." 

"April 16th, 1829. God is still good unto us as a 
religious society : He has not forsaken His inheritance, 
the chapel is well attendled, and the people live in 
love and usefulness : the distribution of tracts, weekly, 
all over the Common, still continues, nor does any 
man forbid us ; on the contrary, very many bid us 
God speed. I am never persecuted for what I do ; 
my enemies, if I have any, either keep silence or 
worship at my feet. This is the Lord's doing and it 
is marvellous in our eyes. Some said, 'Now you 
have builded a chapel and set up preaching they will 
turn you out of your parochial offices !' But no such 
thing, quite the contrary, I never was more respected ; 
not one of my employers opposes me on a religious 
account ; so, I say, I have not yet lost any temporal 
good, by what I have done spiritually, at the Common. 
And I would further add that, whatever others may 
have experienced, I have found generally through 
life, that by well doing, I could and did put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men. All the services at the 
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chapel except the help at the prayer-meetings still 
devolve on me^ yet there appears no lack of attendance. 
By thus laboring myself I save expense of hiring, 
and what is thus saved goes tovrards liquidating the 
unpaid debt of the chapel, which is large, and which 
all rests on me. 

Nothing is done yet as it respects the new church, 
some think that it will not be begun this year. This 
undertaking has certainly hitherto met with great 
obstacles. Whether the thing proceeded from the 
Lord or not, time will most probably determine." 

Some years ago, the following kind providence 
appeared on my behalf. One day I set out on a 
journey ; a few miles on the road the weather suddenly- 
changed and became very wet. As I advanced it 
increased, and I became quite discouraged, especially 
as I was now at a distance from every place which 
could afford me accommodation or shelter, and I was 
nearly wetted through. I knew not what course to 
take ; I was quite exhausted ; my fears increased, and 
yet I had not accompUshed any part of the business 
which I had undertaken. All I could do was^ as 
usual, humbly to pray to the Lord. It so happened 
that I had to call at a solitary respectable house not 
far distant. When I arrived a servant hastily ran 
out, took my horse, and with great officiousness kindly 
invited me to walk in. I was then informed that tl^ 
master was from home, but had left special directions 
that if a stranger called in his absence they were to 
accommodate mm with the best the house afforded, and 
to make him quite welcome. My clothes were therefore 
dried, and suitable refreshment speedily provided for 
myself andhorse. Duringmystay theweatherchanged 
and I was enabled afterwards to pursue my journey 
without frirther difficulty. What appeared to me 
most remarkable in this occurrence was, that I was 
perfectly unknown to the master and £eimily — quite 
unexpected there. I alwa3rs supposed that some one 
else was intended : be that as it may, I received the 
much'^needed blessing with unfeigned gratitude to 
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Almighty God and my kind benefactor, and prayed 
much that his labour of love might not go unrewarded. 
Who can say but that this timely assistance prevented 
perhaps, a dangerous illness ; and how manifestly did 
the love of my never-failing friend again appear, and 
shew me that the very hairs of my head were all 
numbered. Glory be to His Great Name ! 

"July 5th, 1829. I this evening*preached a funeral 
sermon for our friend John Ponton, who died June 
the 26th last, aged fifty-seven. Such a congregation 
we never had before, every part of the chapel was 
crowded to excess, some could not get admittance. 
He was a man who had feared God for many years, 
but it was chiefly through coming among us that he 
was deeply convinced of sin, and afterwards brought 
into the liberty of the children of God. He then 
assisted at our prayer-meetings, visited the sick, dis- 
tributed our tracts, and always endeavoured to forward 
the work of God in the neighbourhood. He was a 
man of uninterrupted affliction: for forty years 
he had a most oflensive cancer in his face, which 
at his death had eaten away his nose and all his top 
jaw, leaving only one eye : it was beyond description 
shocking to the sight and to the smell ; yet he kept 
the faith and finished his course with joy. His last 
words were, 

* There I shall bathe my weary soul, 

In seas of heavenly rest ; 
And not a wave of trouble roll 

Across my peaceful breast.' 

A little before his death he told me that he remem- 
bered the time when not above one adult person out 
of forty ever went to a place of worship on the Sabbath, 
from the Common : now, said he, thanks be to God, 
I have lived to witness not above one in forty who 
stays at home the whole day." 

"September 22nd, 1829. One of the healthiest 
and most respectable tradesmen of this town after 
being often reproved for his ungodly course of living, 
by one of our members, promised faithfully to attend 
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our chapel the next day (Sabbath) ; but he did not 
fulfil his solemn promise. . The Tuesday morning 
following he was counted unworthy of any more 
offers of grace. That awful truth, ^ Behold the fig- 
tree which Thou cursedst^ Lord, is withered away,' 
is again verified. There is a general gloom created 
throughout the town at the awful event." 

We may well say ^^ Lord what is man !" and again, 
''All flesh is grass, and all the glory of man is as the 
flower of the field." I see death continually so near 
me that I am lost in astonishment daily at finding 
myself alive ; so many of my acquaintance dropping 
off continually on the right hand and on the left, 

" I scarce believe I still survive." 

Six thousand corpses, at least, have been interred in 
Warminster church-yard since I have lived ! I do 
not so much regard dying on my own account, but I 
cannot yet desire it, on account of the needy cause 
at the Common. I sometimes go mourning all 
the day long, fearing that their poverty, as it respects 
this world, will cause them hereafter to be neglected 
in spiritual things. Again, our little society live in 
love, zeal, and unity, and we cannot spare one member : 
we have therefore continual need of putting in a 
special plea in the court above, that judicial pro- 
ceedings may not issue against any of us yet. And 
we trust that long-sparing mercy will not be lost sight 
of by any of us. We all seem desirous of toiling a 
little longer together in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus, before we go hence to be no more seen : and 
we seem to have more work to do. Lord, in Thy 
sovereign hands are the issues from death ; hear we 
humbly beseech Thee, our prayer, and let our cry 
come up to Thee. Spare Thy people and bless Thine 
heritage, govern them and lift them up for ever. O 
let us live, so will we glorify thy name. N.B. — The 
prayer was answered. 

At the chapel all goes on well, we have not lost 
any of our glorying in the Lord. Nothing is yet 
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doing as it regards the new church : the vicar says that 
in every thing else he succeeds easily, but as it respects 
this transaction, obstacles are always intervening. 

I have lately painfully witnessed two cases where, 
after living and walking in the ways of God for forty 
or fifty years ; the parties acted, to say the best of it, 
very foolishly if not sinfully, and thus dishonored the 
blessed cause which they had so long espoused. Does 
not this make one fear the consequences of old age ? 
Whether these events are owing to decayed or decay- 
ing faculties, or other infirmities. He only knows who 
knows all things; and probably aged people only 
know aged people's circumstances. Lord save us for 
thy mercies' sake. We had better die than dishonor 
thy name and cause ! Read Luke xvii. 1, 2. 

"November 1 1th, 1829. ' This morning departed 
this life our aged father and friend Mr. James Ludlow. 
For a long period he cordially supported Methodism 
in this town, and occasionally officiated as a local 
preacher. When we were separated from the Metho- 
dist society, and had no place of refuge, he kindly 
provided two places of worship for us at the 
Common, and preached there himself as often as his 
health would permit : and the people loved him. I 
can never forget his christian kindness manifested to 
me and to the cause of God in times of persecution. 
He was a sincere lover of my soul ; his counsel and 
sympathy, when I so much needed help, were always 
at hand: for more than twenty-five years my afiection 
remained undissembled and unabated ; and I owe, and 
shall for ever owe, to him and also to Mrs. Ludlow, 
a large spiritual debt, which this record can but feebly 
pay." 

"November 12th, 1829. This evening we began at 
the chapel the children's experience-meeting, in the 
same way as is recorded Dec. I, 1822, with only this 
difierence, the reward for saying a hymn or portion of 
scripture is only a halfpenny instead of a penny; this 
plan makes the stock hold out longer. We are obliged 
to adopt this mode because the children come in such 
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numbers. At first I thought of limiting it to our own 
people's children, but this was overruled by other 
assistance coming forward. About sixty children 
attended the first evening : we hope to continue it at 
least for a few months during the winter. Our chief 
object is, personally to apply divine truths to the 
> children's hearts ; so every one is questioned as to 
whether he or she prays daily — whether he loves to 
hear or read the bible — whether he thinks of Jesus 
Ciirist — of God's law — of his own soul — of heaven, 
hell, eternity, &c. — whether he abstains from bad 
words and actions, from Sabbath-breaking — whether 
he honors his father and mother, &c. ? Now this is 
properly speaking, religious education, which certainly 
is the only essential education. If we can succeed 
here the work is done. It is truly lamentable to see how 
much depravity still prevails among educated Sunday- 
school children. We certainly do not not want learned 
but virtuous children. By far the greater part of the 
poor must inevitably be poor still; they must be 
laborers. No education whatever will exempt them 
from partaking deeply of the original sentence, ^ In, 
the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread.' It is only 
sweet religion that softens and sanctifies their daily 
toil : give them this, and you give them all in all. 

Great Shepherd and Bishop of Souls, we humbly 
beseech Thee to bless this work ; sanctify both it and 
us ; still suffer the little children to come unto Thee 
and to us, and forbid them not ! Cause their hearts 
to burn within them while we are talking together by 
the way, and while we are endeavouring to open to 
them the scriptures. Thou hast said ^ of such is the 
kingdom of heaven;' so be it Lord, — let that kingdom 
now appear in their hearts and ours, and we will bless 
Thee and bless them. It is all we want. Amen." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



PAEOCHIAL STfilFE AS TO ALTERING THE PROPOSED 
SITE OF THE NEW CHURCH, THE LAYING THE 

FOUNDATION THEREOF; 

INFANT BAPTISM COMMENCED AT THE CHAPEL ; 

AND FEARFUL RIOTING AMONG THE LABOURERS 

IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

"December lOth, 1829. There is at present a great 
agitation in the minds of the leading inhabitants of 
this town, owing to the following circumstance. The 
vicar has given notice of a public meeting to be held 
on Monday next, with a view to alter what has so long 
been agreed on, namely, — the proposed purchased 
site of the intended new church. The committee 
have disagreed among themselves ; the subject there- 
fore is to be referred to a general meeting. The vicar 
says that he must build it in the centre of the Common. 
That he is sure it will never answer the desired end 
to build it at Sambourne; that is, he must come 
nearer to us than at first he intended. His opponents 
say. No ! it shall be nearer the town, if altered at all. 
Hence a schism is already begun, how it wiU end 
nobody knows. ^ItisaUyour fault,' say they, ^for 
had you not built a chapel the vicar would not have 
wanted a church !' To help them in this dilemma, 
the vicar's opponents have proposed to borrow or to 
buy our chapel (that is, I suppose, if they can) for 
the use of the vicar, and thus end the controversy. 
Indeed they have gone so far as to say that the vicar 
fears our growing success, and therefore he intends to 
come to close quarters in the business. Circulars are 
rapidly issuing from the press, pro and con., on the 
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subject. Both parties are powerful and (they say) 
obstinate : unprofitable strife is already generated and 
more is expected. We have agreed to take no part 
whatever therein, but carefully to watch unto prayer 
every moment, casting all our care on Almighty God, 
who we trust cares for us. The words of the first 
lesson read last Sunday morning abide with me — 
[Isaiah v. 1,] 'My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a 
very fruitful hill, and he fenced it, &c.' The words 
* and he fenced it' have a lively cheering influence on 
my mind : divine light shows me that while the vine- 
yard is fruitful, God will surely fence it. We 
therefore, all of us, keep at our post continually, 
trusting alone in the Captain of our Salvation and 
working with all our might; and although the darts 
are flying backwards and forwards, not one of them is 
as yet aimed direct at us. In this transaction, this, I 
say, is to be steadily our motto throughout, humble — 
watchful — quiet. Heavenly Father, we humbly 
beseech Thee, to keep through Thy own name, them 
that have believed on Thee in the world. Continually 
hide us in Thy pavilion. 

' Make ns, O uniting Son, 
One, as Thou and He are one.' 

The children's experience-meeting goes on well, 
from eighty to a hundred attend, all saying out of 
book a hymn or chapter. We all rejoice in the work, 
we hope that it is the Lord's, and ever will be. O 
for more grace and for all love." 

"December 13th, 1829. Improved the death of 
Mrs. Frances Jervis, widow, aged seventy-four, from 
the following text (one of her dying expressions), 
2 Tim. iv. 7, 8., 'I have fought the good fight, &c.' 
She was one of the members of the Methodist society 
who first took me by the hand, and watched over me, 
and fed me with the sincere milk of the word, when 
I was a feeble lamb, unable (spiritually) to feed and 
protect myself : so I am under personal obligations to 
her to a large amount. I gladly therefore bestowed 
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on departed worth this last tribute of gratitude and 
love. She had long loved and supported the cause of 
God in this town, and in her early days had suffered 
persecution. At her house the travelling-preachers 
were then accommodated^ and for a season the public 
services were there performed. She had often to 
partake deeply of the cup of domestic affliction, but 
never therein charged God foolishly. She was a 
pattern of christian fortitude, simplicity, and purity, 
— a true godly matron — a mother in Israel — a sub- 
scriber to all religious institutions — a class-leader — an 
affectionate parent ever deeply concerned for the 
welfare of her children — a good neighbour — a faithful 
friend. No blots ever disfigured her high christian 
reputation, or wounded the blessed cause which she 
gladly espoused during her long and useful life. As 
she drew near her end she seemed continually in the 
spirit of devotion. After reading a chapter to her, 
her daughter said ^ Mother, you are very happy, are 
you not V she replied * Happy, happy, happy ! in the 
prospect of being happy for ever !' Just before her 
departure, the question was asked if all was peace 
within, she answered ^ Peace, peace, 'tis all peace.' 
These were her last words. On Sunday, Nov. 29th, 
1829, she entered into the joy of her Lord. In 1810 
her husband died happy in the Lord. In 1818 her 
youngest daughter died triumphant, — ^her christian 
experience is published in the Youth's Instructor, 
November, 1821. 

' So thoa with sails how swift, hast reached the shore 
Where tempests never beat nor billows roar : 
And thy loved consort on the dangeroas tide 
Of life, has long since anchored by thy side." 

"Dec. 14th, 1829. The above pubUc meeting was 
this day held. Great exertions were made on the part 
of the vicar to get the church removed nearer to us, and 
so far as the Common people were concerned, he was 
undoubtedly right, but he failed utterly: he lost 
his motion by a very great majority. Allusions by no 
means disrespectful, 1 was informed, were made to us 
p2 
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and to our chapel services during the debates. The 
Marquess of Bath was chairman, several of the clergy 
and nearly all the respectable inhabitants of the town 
were present. Our place of worship was said to be 
'in full operation and well attended.' ' You want to 
crush them' said one of the speakers, 'but you cannot 
do it.' So our ^ood and gracious God still encom- 
passes us with his favor as with a shield, and saves us 
to the uttermost. Thanks be to His holy name for 
ever and ever. 

' And shall we not ting oar Saviour and King, 

Thy witnesses we 
With rapture ascribe our salvation to Thee/ " 

I have just heard that a himei who was in our 
market on Saturday last, in perfect health, is now 
(Monday) numbered with the dead ! Lord what is 
man? Vanity — ^his days are vanity! These awful 
events drive me on again (I had almost said furiously) 
in the Lord's work : I carry it all to the Common, 
and at once turn it to spiritual account, greatly fearing 
lest that day should also come on me unawares. 

''December 25th, 1829. Drank tea at the chapel 
this afbemoon with the christian friends ( a purely 
religious meeting always). There were a hundred 
and seven persons, including about fifty children, 
present. A holy unction attended what was spoken 
and great was our joy. We could all say (we trust 
experimentally) 'To us a child is born, a son is given.' 
There seemed to be a remarkable influence resting on 
the minds of the children. I am more than ever 
convinced of the propriety of admitting children to 
aU religious ordinances : I should like to know, were 
our blessed Lord again on the earth, which of the 
ordinances he would exclude children from? He 
said ' of such is the kingdom of heaven.' You vir- 
tually say No ! — you forbid them the enjoyment of 
gospel privileges. My brethren these things ought 
not to be. 'Have you never read, out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings Thou hast ordained strength.' 
Depend on it that, the more you feed ' my lambs' the 
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more He will feed you. So saith truth. So I hare 
long sweetly proved." 

" February 7th, 1830. Funeral sermon for Widow 
Sarah Tabor^ of Warminster Common, who was found 
dead in her bed a few mornings ago. She loved our 
cause fervently. There was a crowded congregation. 
She died — we have no doubt — as she lived, in the 
Lord. I drank tea with her on the last Sabbath. 
Just as I came out of the pulpit, I was informed of 
another similar case having occurred in the town, this 
morning. 

* Sach is the state of man, to day he pats forth 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow blossoms, 
And bears his blashing honors thick upon him : 
The third day comes a frost, a killing frost, — 
And when he thinks, good easy man, full surely 
His gpreatness is ripening, nips his root, 
And then he falls.' " 

Tn 1830 the whole surface of the road leading to 
Behobath, (about three hundred yards in length) 
which hitherto had been covered with the water which 
issued from the aforesaid springs, and of which the 
inhabitants of the Common always drank, and through 
which all travellers and cattle of necessity went, was 
raised by an immense quantity of earth, brought by 
the unemployed chargeable poor of this parish from 
the sides of the hill beyond ; the water was thereby 
turned into its present channel. Another improvement 
of considerable value. 

"April 15th, 1830, (Thursday). This day the 
foundation or comer stone of the new church at 
Sambourne, near the Conmion, was laid by the vicar. 
A preparatory sermon was preached by the Bev. 
Dr. Griffith of this town, in the old church, and then 
the procession moved forward in regular order to the 
destined spot. It consisted of magistrates, constables, 
churchwardens, clergymen, gentry, tradesmen, all the 
national school children, and an inmiense concourse 
of spectators. Here were combined, to a large 
amount, both power, wealth, and learning. Our 
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chapel is visible from this spot ; and when we saw 
the spacious place, and the power, and the people, 
and the patronage, we can truly say we had no more 
spirit in us : in very deed we appeared grasshoppers 
in their sight, and so we were in our own sight. We 
had but just strength enough left to go feebly on, 
being almost ready to say, Who can stand before such 
competitors. But our faith did not utterly fail even 
then. We have had numerous fears before in the 
Lord's work, which never were realized." 

The foundation-stone of the new town-hall, in the 
Market-place, was laid the same day. 

"June 27th, 1830. This day we commenced infant 
baptism at the chapel, in the same way as we did 
everything else, namely, becaus.e we were compelled 
to do so : the parents absolutely determining that if 
we would not do it it should not be done at all. Our 
friend John Gunning performed the ceremony." 

I beg to offer here a few ideas on the subject of 
infant baptism : — 

I am well convinced that there is no scriptural proof 
that, in the apostles' days children were baptized, 
nor, on the contrary, is there any proof that they 
were not : the scriptures are silent on this head. But 
they are not silent on another very important head, 
namely, as to the public presentation or first offering 
of infants, to Him who so graciously and marvellously 
created them. It is said [Luke ii. 22.] " They brought 
him (the child Jesus) to Jerusalem, to present him to 
the Lord." Good Simeon (verse 28) took him up in 
his arms and blessed God, &c., while the Holy Ghost 
was upon him. [Luke xviii 15.] "They brought 
unto him infants that he would touch them" " Jesus 
said suffer little children to come unto me, &c." See 
also Mark z. 16. It is quite clear in these cases 
that there was then neither sprinkling nor immersion ; 
but there is something of far greater importance 
recorded : He blessed them, — that is, he conferred 
some gift. And I presume that he intended his 
representatives, namely, his ministers^ in his great 
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name and authority always to do the same. I mean 
to receive them and bless them for him. And this is 
what I should suppose is now meant, by obeying his 
special instructions, " Suffer them to came to me^'* As 
to the sprinkling of them, (although I approve of it) I 
leave others to contend about ; but as to the humble, 
devout, and grateful presentation of the lovely babe, 
early as possible, to its great Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, and to his church, on his own day, in his 
sacred courts, in the presence of the largest congre-* 
gation of his people, — I maintain that all godly 
parents are ever bound to do. I say that they must^ 
in some way or other, still bring their child to Jesus. 
And I am quite sure that all who do it with a single 
eye to his glory, will find " this duty their delight." 
I believe that the blessed Redeemer will certainly 
confirm his own great ordinance, and smile on the 
work. Depend upon it, that nothing more tends to 
the edification of the parents, and the congregation, 
and the minister himself also who performs it, than a 
well-conducted service of this kind. Therefore, if 
sprinkling be objected to by some, let there be per- 
formed, without gainsaying at any rate, the early, 
formal, public act of presentation or first oflfering, 
alluded to, and the laying-on of hands ; and finally, 
above all things, let the purchased, promised, spiritual 
blessings in Christ Jesus, be devoutly implored by all 
present in the child's behalf, and you shall never be 
confounded. This is a good beginning. 

"November 27th, 1830. This week has been a 
week of such terrible desolation and fear as the oldest 
man living never knew. The labouring classes of 
society have assembled in large riotous mobs in several 
adjoining counties, and they have burned the corn 
and destroyed the farmers' machinery in every direc- 
tion. They also levied contributions when they chose 
and nothing it seemed could resist them. The storm 
came so near to us as Heytesbury (three miles off), 
there God mercifully stopped it: twenty of the rioters 
were secured by the cavalry and taken to prison. But 
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it was in the neighbourhood of Hindon (only ten 
miles off), where it raged in all its fury : here the 
mob daringly attacked the cavalry, and a regular 
miUtary engagement took place. One of the mob 
was shot on the spot ; another was found dead in the 
adjoining wood ; one or two others, they say, have 
since died of their wounds ; several have had their 
hands and fingers chopped off: about a hundred, it is 
supposed, are wounded more or less. Twenty-nine 
prisoners were taken to Salisbury gaol ; the waggon 
which conveyed them was covered with blood from 
their wounds. It appears that this has, for the present, 
arrested the storm : the rioters have all dispersed. I 
heard the Heytesbury prisoners say to some of our 
poor, as they were being conveyed through the town, 
* We were coming over to help you !' The Hindon 
rioters had fixed the hour when on the above fatal 
day they intended to have been at the Deverills 
(only three miles off), and the Deverill labourers had 
agreed to join them, and proceed to Warminster — 
beginning at the Common. These, together, would 
have composed, probably, a thousand persons armed 
with scythes, reap-hooks, axes, sledges, clubs, &c. 
all elated with their hitherto uninterrupted success. 
We ask — Was there not reason to fear ? We, the 
special constables, had orders to be ready to resist 
them at a moment's notice. But what resistance 
could a few untrained, unarmed constables make to 
such a terrible and desperate enemy ? We trusty and 
believe, that our help was alone in Him that made 
heaven and earth ; and so it proved. On the first 
gleam of hope we truly and devoutly said, * With Thy 
own right hand and holy arm hast Thou gotten 
Thyself the victory,' for vain was the help of man. 
'O Lord I will praise Thee, for though Thou wast 
angnr Thy anger is turned away, and now Thou 
comfortest me. Behold God is my salvation, I will 
not fear. God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. Blessed for ever be His 
Great Name.' 
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No language can describe the terrible searchin^s of 
heart which I have endured in this severe conflict. 
I trembled for the government, I trembled for all our 
civil and religious privileges : the whole pressure of 
the Common poor seemed to rest on me, with all its 
responsibility. O how did I *roar in Zion.' How 
did I lift up my voice like a trumpet and show the 
people their transgressions. His word was aU the 
day long like a fire in my bones. It appeared that I 
feared nothing as it respected how I might give pain, 
either to professor or profane. In very deed I took 
the two-edged sword and mightily turned it every 
way, in defence of His injured eternal truth. It is 
truly astonishing to see how the people are humbled. 
The very magistrates, as is meet, are acknowledging 
the finger oi God herein, and greatly fearing before 
His terrible majesty. I would humbly ask what it 
was that, during this fearful agitation, kept the 
numerous and needy inhabitants of Warminster 
Common from taking any part therein. Observe, 
only a few years ago, they would have been the 
foremost in any vicious transaction. Was it not 
chiefly Thy blessed gospel long and faithfully preached 
to them, O God, my God ? During this most dis- 
tressing visitation the scriptures have appeared to me 
in a new and most impressive light; every word 
seems quick, powerful, and piercing, like a two-edged 
sword. O how diflferent now were my feelings when 
I read the various accounts recorded of the desolations 
heretofore brought on the Jews by their sins. In 
order to help to * stand somewhat in the gap,' if 
possible, in this dreadful controversy, in this evil day, 
I had printed and circulated eight hundred of the 
following hand-bills. 

* The certain and only remedy for bad times. 

While I was sitting, in a melancholy frame of mind, 
musing on the dreadful desolations going on in the 
Country at this time, (November, 1830), I thought 
within myself, that I would try to compose my mind 
with the Consolations of Religion ; and, therefore, I 
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took again my Bible (that best of books, and the only 
book that can perfectly quiet a troubled mind.) 
Among other portions of scripture of the same import, 
I found the following : 

Zechariah viii. 10 : For before these days there 

was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither 

was there any peace to him that went out or 

came in because of the affliction : For I set all 

men every one against his neighbour. 

2 Chron. XV. 5, 6 : And in those times there was 

no peace to him that went out, nor to him that 

came in; but great vexations were upon all the 

inhabitants of the countries. And nation was 

destroyed of nation, and city of city : For God 

did vex them with all adversity. 

I then searched the greater part of the Sacred 

Book to see if I could find it said any where, that 

using Machinery was the cause of these evils : the 

result was, that I am perfectly convinced to the 

contrary. The name 'Machine' or * Machinery,' is 

not to be found in all the Scriptures. So there were 

bad times when little or no Machinery existed. 

All that I could find said on the subject, is to be 
found in Exodus xxxv. 35, and Job vii. 6, where a 
weaving Machine is alluded to ; and Dextt. xxv. 4, 
I CoR. ix. 9, 1 Timothy v. 18, where a Thrashing- 
Machine (if I may so call it) is alluded to. What 
was used in days of old for thrashing corn, was oxen : 
* Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox which 
treadeth out the corn.' To the present day they 
practise this mode in Portugal ; that is, they make 
oxen tread out the corn by continually walking over it. 
I say, that it was not becuse they thrashed the con;i 
by oxen, nor because they weaved their cloth by a 
loom, that bad times were sent. The Prophet nowhere 
says, that GOD was angry with the Machinery, and, 
therefore, that the people must meet together and 
destroy it,— but HE was angry AT THEIR SINS. 
Whenever the people feared GOD, he sent them more 
corn than they could thrash or eat, and more wool and 
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flax than they could weave or consume. — Depend upon 
it, if all the Machinery in the world were destroyed, 
there will still be bad times, if the people are wicked. 
Let the people do immediately what the prophet 
directs, (Zechariah viii. 16, 17), namely, put away 
their sins. Let them also do what is mentioned, 
Hagoai i. 14, provide places of worship throughout 
the land, and diligently attend to the Ordinances of 
God's House. Let His fear reign in our hearts, from 
the least to the greatest ; — then our captivity shall be 
instantly turned, and all the promises of Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace shall be ours. 

*I smote you, yet ye turned not to me, saith the 
Lord. Again, ye have returned to me, and now will 
I return to you.' 

One word to those who join riotous Mobs. Re- 
member ! if any life be lost, all those who are present 
at the time must share in the consequences : for, if 
you had not been there to assist, the man, probably, 
would not have run himself into the danger which 
cost him his life. And, O ! what shall I say at the 
thought of the everlasting spirit having departed this 
life under such awful circumstances ! 
• My dear Friend ! be wise while you may ! 
ft5" Let the * Watchmen in IsraeV give the Trumpet 
a certain sound at this eventful period. — Let a 
copy of this be immediately sent to every Family in 
the Land; and let every Man hear the following 
words : ' It is a Message of God unto thee" 
My object in their distribution was, if possible, to 
stir up the people to prayer and repentance. This is 
our only hope. The times are very awful. Within 
the last few months there has been a revolution in 
France, another in Brussels, and now we hear of a 
third in Poland. What God is about to do none 
knows: we can only say * Men's hearts are failing 
them for fear.' It is supposed that there are upwards 
of five hundred of the rioters at present in the different 
gaols. 

Some texts taken, and sermons preached, are cer- 
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tainly ominous, at least, I think so, — Last Sonday I 
was led to speak much from these words, ^And there 
went out another horse, that was red, and power was 
given to him that sat thereon, to take peace from the 
earth; and that they should kill one another; and 
there was given unto him a great sword.' Rev. vL 4. 
I had uncommon liberty of speech on the occasion, I 
earnestly entreated the people immediately to flee to 
repentance, prayer, and faith in Christ, the only hope 
set before us. 

It was remarked in this sad commotion, that many 
persons headed those mobs who actually were not in 
poverty or want. It is true, most people admit that 
the labourers' wages were generally too low, and they 
have therefore since agreed to advance them. But it 
appears that this was not the sole cause of the tumult. 
A wicked rebellious spirit was abroad, and many 
influential persons took advantage of a dissatisfied 
spirit in the poor, and thus led them on to such terrible 
results." 

"Referring to the fearful rioting alluded to, and 
which is now (November, 1830), at our very doors, it 
is quite in season, and very imperative, that the case 
of me complaining poor should be thoroughly gone 
into. 

While I was lamenting one day over the terrible 
desolation in the country, at this time going on, owing 
to the rioting and incendiarism that so generally 
prevail, a person threw out the following important 
suggestions : — ^ It is no use' said he ^ to oppose it : it 
is Just retribution: it is a debt which has been accu- 
mulating for years : it will go on until the vial is 
exhausted. A visitation so universal and so irresist- 
able is not accident or casualty, — ^it is righteous 
vengeance, — it is the finger of Almighty God !' 

*I shall be glad,' *said I, 'if you will more fully 
explain yourself.* 

'I will tell you then,' said he, 'In the legislature 
, of this kingdom the landed interest has its repre- 
sentatives; the commercial an4 mercantile interests 
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have their representatiTes : the ecclesiastical interest^ 
and indeed every other interest, has its representative 
— all have a voice there excepting the poor : They 
(the poor) have no representatives : their cry is not 
heard. Now, in this fearful transaction, they under- 
take to represent themselves : they are accomplishing 
by physical measures, what the country ought to have 
done for them by legal and moral ones. They are sure 
enough to be heard now. Let it go on till the countrv 
is brought to its senses ; we must all suffer, I say, till 
the thing is fully purged.' , 

I confess I did not know how to reply, for I had 
never seen things in this light before. His arguments 
led to reflection ; they soon appeared to me unanswer- 
able ; and ever since I have been convinced that what 
he said was right, and that, till the country is disposed 
to admit the same, there will be a controversy. It 
should always be remembered that in the economy of 
human affairs, when moral arguments cease to operate, 
then painful physical ones appear, and continue till 
the evil be corrected. A father never uses the rod 
till his counsel is despised : he must continue the 
correction till his counsel is respected. A fearful 
controversy evidently exists — something is still wrong. 
The case of the poor must and shall be considered 
impartially. 'It is quite novel, if not ridiculous' 
perhaps some one will say, to talk about the poor 
having a representative or representatives in parlia- 
ment. But why, I ask, should they not ? Are they 
not a substantial and very important part of the 
nation ? 

Births' Register. — Warminster District. 

Out of 2875 Births registered 
1255 were the Children of Labourers 

686 X Mechanics 

531 Tradesmen 

162 Professional Persons 

5 Gentlemen 

236 Illegitimate. 

Q 
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And are they not, numerically considered, vastly 
more interested in the decisions of the legislature than 
any other portion of society ? It may be replied, * They 
are unworthy of legislative notice/ Ah I there lies 
the fault — there is the true cause of the existing evil. 
We despise and oppress the poor and they have no 
helper. We consider them as a burthen, and we 
want to get rid of that burthen : we would stop their 
increase, we would reduce their numbers, we would 
send them out of the country. Is not this the fact ? 
We want, not to raise and bless the poor and thus 
glorify their Great Creator, but to diminish, remove, 
or destroy them. So, I say, they have no friendly 
representative anywhere. ' Yes they have,' you reply, 
*for in every parish there are always helps provided in 
their behalf; namely, the magistrates, the parish- 
officers, and the vestries, where the poor can always 
find speedy and ample redress.' I ask, ' Can they V 
Let this be examined : first, as to their appeal to the 
magistrates — Are they always heard and redressed 
here ? Some magistrates live at a great distance from 
the residences of the poor, who hence have not easy 
access to them, or they are referred back by them to 
the monthly sessions or the vestries, where they are 
never welcome. As before stated, the governing 
temper now abroad is, to remove, abate, or destroy — 
but even should there be occasionally a kindly spirit 
found here or there, an opposing spirit arises in 
another quarter, and very little, perhaps nothing, is 
done for them. And what, I ask, are parish officers? 
In large towns and cities they are generally nobody, 
or next to nobody, they most probably refer every- 
thing pertaining to relief to the assistant overseer or 
to the select vestry. And what is an assistant over- 
seer ? One who is paid purposely to save all that he 
can for the rate-payers. Is he not ? The lower that 
he can keep the rates, the better for his official 
reputation ; that is, the more he can drive away the 
applicants from the pay-table, or the less that he 
relieve them there, the* better for him. Verily his 
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official eye is always on the less and more of Ids 
disbursements. Taught by the spirit of the times^ 
he seldom considers the poor in any other way than 
as a burthen to the ratepayers. And why ? because 
however his own heart might relent or his bowels 
yearn, he is kept in continual check by the large 
ratepayers, who of course pay the greater part of his 
salary. They are sure to be ever watching him with 
an eagle's eye, and if he fails in strictness he is 
instantly ousted from his office. 'We shall soon be 
ruined if we do not get rid of him.* They are also 
the six-voters in all parochial vestry business. The 
assistant overseer, it may be, is dependent wholly on 
his salary for his very subsistence, he must succumb 
to keep it ; therefore he is a hireling, and his friend- 
ship towards the poor is of necessity frozen down to 
all but nothing. 

But the select vestry — what are they ? probably all 
of them greatly interested men — often self chosen — 
for the most part ignorant of the true state of the 
poor. They never visit them — they go by report or 
by imagination, and their friendly feeling, if any, is 
also sure to be blunted by the clamour of the large 
ratepayer. The monthly or general vestry, where 
every rate-payer may attend — What is it ? Nominally 
and avowedly a meeting for hearing and redressing 
the complaints of the poor ; but, I ask, is it really so ? 
I admit that it may occasionally happen that a friendly 
considerate spirit prevails, (I have sometimes seen it), 
but, remember that the paid assistant overseer is 
always there, and his eye (at least obliquely) is sure 
to be on the parish purse. He alone is the responsible 
party in money matters, and either by habit or 
influence, or both, he is compelled, at any rate, to 
keep down the expenses. Moreover, he always sees 
the said dissatisfied large ratepayers at his right hand, 
and woe be to him, if he does not (however reluctantly) 
plead against the proposed allowance. If by neglect, 
or accident, or otherwise, a trifle has been overlooked 
at any time in his reckonings, a voice of thunder is 
q2 
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quickly heard in his trembling ears, ^yon are not fit 
tor your office^ you ought to have known the man's 
character — ^his circumstances/ If he has earned a 
trifle in the week secretly, or if he keeps a pig, or has 
a few sacks of potatoes provided before-hand or has 
received money from a club, or if his wife or child 
has earned a sixpence, and the assistant overseer fail 
quickly to recognize it at the pay-table, I say ' fVoe 
be to him ! So when the poor man is obliged to apply 
to the said ^assistant overseer for relief, ne has only 
one adversary to contend with, when he applies to the 
vestry he has probably ten or twenty." 
A humble and hearty Prayer and Thanksgiving to 
Almighty God ! presented Nov. 28th, 1830, at 
the chapel, at Warminster Common, in reference 
to the foresaid fearful, riotous, mobbing in this 
immediate neighbourhood. 
"AocBFT, O most merciful Father, from Thy poor 
creatures, otir overflowing gratitude and love for 
another special answer to our humble, hearty, and 
fervent prayers while passing through the fierce and 
fiery trials, wherewith thou hast in righteous judgment 
so painfully exercised the inhabitants of this town 
and neighbourhood during the past week. We have 
walked as it were with our lives in our hand : all faces 
have gathered blackness. The storm hovered, awhile, 
over our heads, in dreadful suspense : we went softly, 
in the bitterness of our soul : we looked for some to 
take pity but there was none — and for comforters 
but found none. Thou didst set our sins in the light 
of thy countenance, and thy ofiended law cried like 
thunder in our ears, ' Pay me that thou owest.* We 
could scarcely think on mercy ; but we trust thou hast 
in pity now said unto us, ^Keturn again ye children of 
men.' Thou hast staid thy hand : thou hast in love 
to our souls delivered us from the pit of corruption : 
thou hast cast all our sins behind thy back : thou hast 
comforted us with fresh tokens of thy love : thou hast 
withdrawn thy frown : thou hast brought us all in 
pieace and safety once more to this thy house of prayer^ 
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gladly to pay our vows and to renew our covenant 
with thee, to be thine for ever. Give us thy heavenly 
grace we humbly beseech thee, that we may be hence- 
forth wholly thine, and that our future lives may shew 
forth all thy praise. May a lively sense of thy mercy 
be always on our minds ; ever keep us humble and 
watchful, and ever stimulate us we beseech thee to 
use all our powers for thy honor and glory, and for 
the furtherance of thy blessed and eternal truth in 
the earth. Bless all our fellow*creatures, high and 
low, rich and poor : may they fear thee and work 
righteousness all the days of their life, that in all 
their future trials and temptations the remembrance 
of thy present goodness may encourage them to hope 
to the end, and cast all their care on thee. 

These mercies we implore through Jesus Christ our 
only Lord and Saviour, Amen." 

'' December 23rd, 1830. The storm just alluded to 
has been gradually subsiding ever since ; we have 
heard nothing of the kind for the last ten days. 
Thanks be to His Holy Name ! A special commission 
has been issued to the judges to try the prisoners, and 
we hope this will settle the business. One such a 
terrible campaign in one's life is quite enough to break 
us down, and to make both professor and profane go 
softly and cry out O Lord> it is enough, we beseech 
thee stay now thy hand. 

I could not help being very thankful for a kind 
providence specially showed me at this time also, 
which I wish to record. I am always very tired when 
Sunday labours are ended: after five hours actual 
speaking, of course, I much need a refreshing night's 
sleep. One Sunday night an express arrived trom 
Devizes, stating that the rioters were about to pull 
down the gaol there; the alarm trumpet forthwith 
sounded, and all the town was agitated ; about three 
o'clock in the morning nothing was heard but rattling 
of fire-arms and galloping of cavalry horses: and 
fearful anxiety was generally felt as to the result. I 
slept sweetly all the time, quite unconscious of the 
q3 
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event ; but it is the more to be admired as to mjr 
case, it turned out in the end that the alarm was 
altogether unfounded — ^it was a false report and there 
was no need whatever thus to have disturbed the town 
or the cavalry. So I rested in the day of trouble. 
Also when it came to my tum^ in conjunction with 
my townsmeui to watch the streets all night, which 
for a considerable time was done, some friendly excuse 
was always found for me ; for, said they, his Sabbath 
services at the Common must be allowed to exempt 
him. Faithfulness to my religious duties thus saved 
me from all painfrd civil duties : so there was found, 
throughout the conflict, neither sword nor spear in my 
hand. 

' O God of good, the unfathomed sea. 

Who would not give his heart to Thee!' 

I would make a few observations more on this 
terrible catastrophe before I quit the subject. On that 
fearfril day referred to, when the Hindon rioters were 
coming in a body to Warminster, I was present at the 
meeting of the special constables, when we each 
received a constable's staflf and had orders to be ready 
for the much-dreaded collision, expected to take place 
in half-an-hour at farthest. I shall never forget the 
death-like silence then produced in the room ; literally 
and truly all faces gathered blackness, or rather, 
whiteness, for just then the news was brought of the 
bloody engagement which had taken place that morning 
at Hindon, and also that the Deverill rioters were 
actually at the sides of the roads collected in great 
numbers, waiting to form the proposed junction and 
proceed to Warminster. In the half-hour allowed us 
to prepare, I hastily ran home to lock up or hide what 
valuables I could collect, not knowing the issue of 
this awfril day. The little peace I had arose from my 
hope, my all, being alone m my God. Some of the 
constables prepared fire-arms ; I did not — and so we 
waited in awful momentary suspense, till further 
information arrived, stating the glad news that the 
rioters were not then coming. I also was present 
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when a special meeting of all the authorities in this 
neighbourhood was held on the subject, and there I 
witnessed the amount of official power and courage 
when severely tested ; they were actually little or no 
better than we, the poor panic-stricken constables 
were : truly they did look gloomily enough at one 
another, and on us — all alike seemed afraid to speak. 
I thought of the words of the prophet Nahum iii. 3, 
— ^Behold, thy people in the midst of thee are 
women,' and verse 17, *Thy captains are the great 
grasshoppers, which when the sun ariseth they flee 
away, and their place is not known where they are.' 
In very deed we seemed all to be smitten by the 
withering frown of Almighty God, and were all but 

his dead men. The of was one of them, 

and verily he had reason to fear, for be it known that 
the rioters had given public notice that his mansion 
was to be shortly destroyed. Another of them 
informed me that he had not been in bed for several 
nights that week, and that he had actually ridden his 
beautiful Arabian charger to death to save his own 
life. Our county member, at Pythouse, had been 
knocked off his horse and injured greatly : in fact we 
were literally overwhelmed and confounded with fear. 
The little moral courage which was left me, arose from 
a confidence that 'he that dwelleth on high was 
mightier than the noise of many waters.' Such were 

the fears of that a large body of his tenants 

and of the tradesmen of the town, were obliged forth- 
with to go to his residence on horseback, (some, I 
believe, were armed), on purpose somewhat to soothe 
his mind and to shew their determination to defend 
his person and property to the uttermost : for he was 
worthy. The cavalry at this time, who scarcely had 
any rest night or day, were at Devizes guarding the 
gaols : and the government was so distressed on account 
of the numerous and pressing calls for military aid in 
every direction, that they could send us only twenty 
of the lancers. It was one of these lancers that told 
me, as he passed through the town to go to Hindon, 
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that they had received orders from their superiors not 
to take any of the rioters prisoners, because the gaols 
were full, but to shoot them at once / I also saw one 
of the Hindon rioters a day or two after the said 
bloody engagement took place, and he informed me 
with great confidence and effrontery^ that they should 
have certainly beaten the cavalry had they been all of 
them together: that the cavalry attacked them by 
surprize, at the time when half of their body was gone 
off to destroy some machinery in the neighbourhood. 

When the storm had subsided and our fears gave 
way again to hope, joy, and confidence, I took an 
early opportunity, as was very meet, of thanking the 
captain of the cavalry for the very valuable and 
efficient aid, which he and his troop had afforded this 
town and neighbourhood on this distressing occasion ; 
and I said that I thought that we should never be able 
to make them amends for their important services. 
With a spirit of humility and devotion which I shall 
never forget, most impressively he replied, 'Don't 
thank us — Thank God / 'tis his kind hand alone that 
has saved us !' My humbled heart instantly, and I 
trust as truly as fervently, responded. Amen. Amen. 
[In this painful visitation, we have had a terrible 
specimen of the righteous retribution which in due 
time will be sure to find all those who, whether 
collectively or individually, ' oppress the hireling in 
his wages,' and who dare venture to invade the sacred 
rights of the poor.] 

I ask again, — Where were all the numerous poor 
of Warminster Common, at this time ? (Observe, they 
reside only two miles from Deverill) ; and what were 
they doing? Answer: — They had work provided, 
and they were quietly minding their work, and 
molesting no man. O blessed bible, blessed tracts, 
blessed Sunday-schools, blessed preaching of the 
everlasting Gospel to the poor, doubtless these, and 
these only were, and ever will be, the precious 
counteractives of tumults. These were the peaceful 
leaven that leavened the whole lump. Furthermore 
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and finally, let me ask what the value in a pecuniary 
point of view, was to this parish, of this most merciful 
and gracious exemption from the sore evils which so 
long and so painfully prevailed elsewhere ?" 

[^'Should I be asked, What is the- grand remedy 
against undue fear of every possible kind ? I answer 
in one word, Communion with God! He who would 
be little in temptation must be much in prayer. To 
which I add, wait at the footstool in holy stillness of 
soul; sink into nothing before the uncreated majesty ! 
If he shines within, you will fear nothing from with- 
out. What made the martyrs fearless? Their souls 
were filled with Christ. Jesus lifted up the beams of 
His love upon their minds, and they smiled at aU the 
fires which man could kindle. ***** 

After all, I apprehend, that the very essence of 
assurance lies in Communion with God ! While we 
feel the sweetness of his inward presence, we cannot 
doubt of our interest in his tender mercies. 

It is when we come down from the mount and when 
we mix with the world again, that we are in danger 
of losing that precious sense of his love, which is 
the strength of saints militant, and the joy of souls 
triumphant." — Topladt.] 



" I seek the valley, all alone 
I Beem in this sequestered place ; 

Not so, — 1 meet unseen, yet known. 
My Maker face to face. 

My heart perceives his presence nigh. 
And hears his voice proclaim, 

(While bright his glory passes by) 
His noblest name. 

Love is that name, for God is love j 
Here, where unbuilt by mortal hands 

Mountains below, and heaven above. 
His awful Temple stand? ; 

I worship. Lord, though 1 am dust 

And ashes in thy sight. 
Be Thou my strength, in Thee I trust. 

Be thou my light." 

Montgomery. 
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CabbSI. Aged thirty. — ^Violent rheumatic goat which had con- 
fined him to his bed for a week ; great swellings at the joints for 
a mpnth, with ezcniciating pain. Sparks at first, then slight 
shocks at intervals for a month. Perfectly cured. 

82. Aged twelve. — Sore throat. Sparks once. Cured. 

33. Aged twelve. — Deafness for years. Imperceptible fluid 
through tbe head : a few slight shocks several evenings. Appears 
to be cured. 

34. Aged thirty. — Pain in her shoulders and stomach and in 
dificerent parts of her body for a considerable time. Slight shocks 
passed through the stomach several evenings produced little or 
no benefit; but a strong shock from a full pint jar, which 
accidentally escaped and passed through the lungs, immediately 
relieved her. [I am no advocate for strong shocks, but I believe 
that there may be occasionally a case where they may be suc- 
cessfully applied.] 

85. Aged thirty. — Violent head-ache for years ; perfectly cured. 
Sparks and slight shocks, six evenings. 

36. Aiired thirteen. — Left arm perfectly helpless, all the fingers 
contracted and immoveable, occasioned it is supposed by her 
falling down stairs and bruising her shoulder two years ago ; no • 
ill effects appeared till the beginning of the next year— the arm 
then suddenly became useless for a month, it then got better but 
still continued weak. A second time it became useless for two 
monthSi then recovered a little till about two months ago, when 
all sense of feeling went away, as above; hand and arm always 
cold : all medical applications had proved useless. Sparks only 
were first administered, without efTect — shocks were then had 
recourse to. Such was the coldness and torpidity of the part 
that she could not feel the strongest shocks any where but at the 
top of the shoulder. The ninth evening left her as perfectly 
helpless and hopeless as at first ; thirty to forty shocks besides 
sparks were administered every time. Her arm was blistered all 
over by the numerous applications. After tbe tenth evening, 
when all hope of success had failed, as she was sitting by tbe fire 
about half-an-hour after her return home, a violent pain seized 
the palm of her hand, which gradually ascended up her arm 
accompanied with profuse perspiration, and the perfect use of the 
whole was at once restored. She then went to service. Nine 
months after she got wet through, a chill seized tbe arm and the 
use of it was again lost, accompanied with tbe contraction of the 
fingers as before. Electricity was applied immediately — I first 
drew the negative imperceptible stream from the hand, and then 
administered a few small shocks ; the cure was perfected by one 
application before she left the room, in the presence of several 
astonished spectators ; one of whom protested, that all the world 
should not have persuaded him to believe it, had he not witnessed 
it. 
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CONSECRATION OF THE NEW CHUECH, AT 

SAMBOUKNE; 

GEEAT NATIONAL AGITATION ON ACCOUNT OF THE 

EEFOEM BILL BEING LOST ; 

ALAEMING EIOTS AT BRISTOL, AND FIEST 

APPEOACH OF THE CHOLEEA-MOEBUS. 

"May 13th, 1831, (Friday), This morning the new 
church at Sambourne was consecrated : it was a very 
fine day. The bishop, with a numerous body of 
clergymen — the Marquess of Bath — many magistrates, 
constables, and gentry, with their carriages — many of the 
tradesmen of the town — the school children, &c. seemed 
to me to form a perfect contrast to the insignificant 
simple ceremony of opening our little chapel in Janu- 
ary, 1828, when poor unworthy I had all to do, (for 
no one would help us), and all the attendants on me 
were a congregation (chiefly) of the lowest class, and 
some poor children ; and so feeble was I then in the 
work, that how I had strength to proceed at all 
therein, I cannot tell. And yet, weak and despised 
as we were, it has ever since manifestly appeared, we 
think, that the thing must have proceeded of the Lord. 
At the time of laying the foundation of the above 
edifice, before reierred to in this work, seeing the 
immense concourse of people — the wealth — the rank 
— and the patronage, I had sore conflict of mind and 
great difficulty to keep my confidence : I said, surely 
they must swallow us up. TTiis day my mind has 
been unmoved throughout. That blessed Being 
whose I am, and whom I trust I serve, has bade me 
cast my care on him, and be careful for nothing. My 
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answer to those who ask, ^ What will you do now the 
new church is opened V is, ^ I must work the work 
that He has given me to do while it is called day.' 
When I am laid aside by sickness, or when the people 
will no longer come to hear the word from me, my 
public work is done. Till then, having put my hand 
to the plough, I dare not look back. The services at 
the said church, we hear, are to be only in the morning 
and evening, so the afternoon will still be ours. Some 
think that we shall gain rather than lose by what has 
taken place, because the distance is considerably farther 
for the poor of the Common to go than it was before, 
when the evening service was performed at the work- 
house. Be that as it may, we hope to be more 
humble, diligent, watchful, and prayerful: and we 
hope and believe, that the Great Head of the Church 
will, if we look to him steadily, pour out more of his 
blessed spirit upon us and upon all the assemblies of 
his people. We wish it to be fully understood that 
we hitherto have been, we are, and we trust ever shall 
be (at least in spirit), in perpetual communion with all 
denominations who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity. 

It is generally asserted and believed that, if there 
had been no chapel builded at the Common there 
would never have been a church at Samboume. The 
following fact, corroborative of this opinion, I received 
from Mr. W. L., the then churchwarden, a little 
before his death. 'When I applied to rich Esquire R. 
of B. for a subscription, he replied that he should not 
give any thing : just as I was about to leave his house 
in despair he stopped me and asked, ' Is there not a 
dissenting meeting lately builded in that neighbour- 
hood.' * Yes, Sir.' 'Then I will give you pounds, 

if it is only to oppose that.^ " 

" July 4th, 1831. Our cause at the Common still 
prospers. The services at the new church (strange 
to tell) do not affect us in the least : our congregations 
are as large as ever. This is an additional proof, we 
think, as it respects the building of our chapel and 
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the whole work therewith connected^ that the thing 
proceeded from the Lord^ and that we are yet to have 
a name and place amon^ His people. We hope that 
we are scripturaily authorized thus to conclude, and 
therefore ought not to fear, but go forward, ever 
awake to duty, fulfil our work faithfully, be humble 
and thankful. Death is still making his accustomed 
ravages among us. Neighbours and acquaintances 
are almost daily passing away ; loudly sounding in 
our ears, 'We have no continuing city here.' When 
I begin to shrink back from the work and from 
declaring *His whole counsel,' then the darts of 
death, flying thick about me, drive me through every 
obstacle, and I fervently speak again, I trust, Thy 
word unto them, as a dying man, whether they wiU 
hear/or whether they will forbear. 

I ^have lately taken account of the population of 
this parish under the authority of an act of parliament. 
I believejthat more than three-fourths of the families 
have been removed or dissolved since my remembrance. 
To me it has been a solemn undertaking — quite a 
meansjjof grace : I find that there is scarcely anything 
but change going on ; truly the world and the fashion 
of it pass away. According to the official registers 
1173 persons have been buried in this parish in the 
last ten years. What .a reflection ! what living 
instruction it affords ! what a subject to preach about ! 
And this it appears is the constant ratio of the mortality 
of the town, and probably of the kingdom also. Lord 
what is man ? What am I ? 

The official report of the above census is — 

HOUSES. INDIVIDUALS. 

The Town :•;•••• 931 4708 

The Common, omitting ? ^^^ ^Afyj 

Samboume ^ 

Total 1246 6115 

Considerable kind attention is now regularly paid 
to the wants of the sick poor, by a committee of ladies 
of the town, who take districts at the Common, and 

R 
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visits and relieve them firom a fund set apart specially 
for that purpose. — All tending to further the general 
good going on there. Observe, there was nothing of 
this kind only a few years ago. Their labour of love 
must not be forgotten. 

"October 9th, 1831. The country at this time is 
all in an uproar on account of the proposed ^ Beform 
EiU,' being thrown out of the house of lords, last 
Saturday. One forebodes one evil to arise there&om, 
and another another evil. [^ We need not detail the 
history of the Eeform struggle, which completely 
engrossed the nation and maddened its hopes and 
fears. On looking back, no thoughtful mind can Ml 
to be astonished at the crisis having passed without 
one appeal to physical force. Tens of thousands were 
then prepared for such an alternative. It needed only 
a word> a whisper, and the people would have been 
arr^ed in deadly strife. Nothing but the providence 
of God saved us.' — Eclectic Review, April 1850.] 
But I think that there is a far worse scourge at this 
time threatening this guilty nation : I mean, that 
ravaging disease which is so dreadfully avenging the 

Juarrel of Divine truth on the Continent — * The 
Iholera Morbus* — which has already cut off so many 
thousands, and which is gradually advancing in the 
direction of England. It is daily expected, they say, 
in France; many persons are leaving that country 
from fear of it. At Germany it has been doing its 
awful work. Wherever it goes it bids defiance to all 
medical skill : after it has accomplished its work at 
one place it withdraws or advances onward, as it came, 
without any regard to human interference. One of 
the newspapers states that, at Vienna, through it, all 
conversation and care about poUtics are at an end, so 
dreadful are its ravages. I say, only let this destroying 
angel make his appearance in London, — there will then 
be an end at once of all rioting, and of petitioning against 
the representation of the country, or complaining 
about the incompetency of the house of lords. When 
the plague last raged in London, it is said that the 
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people had enough to do to repent of their sins and 
prepare to die. The fact is, that when the nation is 
ripe for punishment, punishment will be awarded : and 
it is not the government of the country that can avert 
it. And as it is with nations, so it is with families and 
individuals: ^When sin is finished it bringeth forth 
death.' It is quite absurd to talk of reformation in 
the government of a country when the whole com- 
munity is corrupt. Let individuals begin — ^let families 
go on — let villages, towns, and cities complete the 
work, and I'll engage that, if it is wanted, reformation 
in government shall soon follow. The government 
would.be far likelier to be won over by the holy lives 
and conversation of the people, than by their clamorous 
petitions and insulting reflections. Let me ask, ^Who 
of you who are so clamorous herein do sincerely 
desire to do the will of God in what you propose ?' 
Now, if you do not seek his glory, y(m sin. It is 
then only -one evil spirit combating of another, and 
the end will probably be, that these potsherds of the 
earth dashing against each other will both be broken. 
The scriptures say ^ The powers that be are ordained 
of God,' and if tney violate their sacred trust. He 
will judge them as he will you and me. But what part, 
I ask, did Warminster Common people take in the 
above political agitation? JVbne. They were dili- 
gently taught to be quiet, humbly to work out their 
salvation, and let these things quite alone. Only fill 
the mind with the pure truths of the gospel, and then 
it will not long after, or* wander for, other food. ^My 
kingdom,' says our blessed Lord, ^is not of this 
world.' ^Eat of my dainties and be satisfied.' Nature 
wants but little — grace less." 



RIOTING AT BRISTOL. 



" October 31st, 1831. Just heard of dreadful riots 
at Bristol, which were committed yesterday (Sunday). 
r2 
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All the gaols are burned; the inansion-hoase^ the 
custom-house, the bishop's palace, the bridges, and 
about forty houses all destroyed. It makes one tremble 
to relate it. Innocent people turned instantly out of 
their houses, their furniture thrown into the streets or 
burned ; many killed or wounded. And all this took 
place, I say, on the Lord's blessed and holy day! 
What depravity — ^what guilt — what hastening with 
rapid strides to fill up the measure of national iniquity 
— what treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath ! 
' Shall not I visit for these things saith the Lord, and 
shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as 
this.' Done also at the very time when the destroying 
angel is just about to begin his awful work amongst 
us ! when the cholera morbus is actually at our doors I 
How can we escape ? 

It is said that the soldiers at last dispersed the mob, 
but not till many, very many, had paid for their folly 
at the expense of their lives or limbs. An* acquaint- 
ance of mine (one of the Wesleyan local preachers) 
told me that he had one person at each side of him 
killed. Nothing but a special providence preserved 
him. Here, I say, is an awful proof of deepest 
depravity. They say that a great proportion of the 
o£fenders were young men and boys. Ought we not 
here to ask the important question — Were they ever 
educated ? If so, was it a religiotis education ? Had 
they ever heard the gospel of God our Saviour? 
Alas, alas ! what has learning of letters, or spelling 
words, or reading well, or multiplying figures, to do 
with a purely religious education ? One of the most 
wicked young men I* ever knew in Warminster 
Common, was a most excellent reader. Human 
learning does not renew the heart nor produce godly 
tempers : nothing but the pure spirit of the everlasting 
gospel can do this. Perhaps these audacious rebels 
have been altogether spiritually neglected. No man 
has ever yet cared their souls to save. If so, is it not 
a righteous retribution ? We take the profit of their 
daily labour gladly, but leave their immortal souls to 
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pemh for lack of knowledge ! Thus the Holy Spirit 
is grieved by us. God abhors such christians^ as 
they are called, who are always by their conduct 
saying* Am I my brother's keeper.' And the con- 
sequence is, the sword, or the pestilence, or the 
famine, or the riots, are commissioned to awaken our 
drowsy souls from their guilty slumber, and avenge 
the just quarrel of His insulted covenant. Further- 
more, it is well known that we are always objecting to 
the expense of religious institutions. ' We cannot 
nfford it /' And then a vindictive providence taxes a 
city or a town with unprofitable expenses, a hundred- 
fold. They say that the damage done by these rioters 
is not less than half a million of pounds ! the interest 
of which, at four per cent, per annum, is twenty 
thousand pounds! What a number of tracts — of 
religious teachers and institutions in perpetuity, would 
such an amount furnish. Observe, the loss sustained 
is capital sunk. How true it is that we hold health, 
strength, comfort, prosperity, talents, just so long, and 
no longer, as our Heavenly Father wills : He frowns, 
and they vanish. 

To render tliis visitation the more awful, we are 
informed that all the places of worship in Bristol 
were closed in the evening of this sad day. So public 
prayer was* also restrained, and religious worship and 
worshippers all given over to the power of sin and 
satan. I ask. Wherefore ? O what solemn reflections 
arise herefrom ! Perhaps the prophets had been more 
or less compromising the truth, and daubing the 
people with imtempered mortar; and the people 
loved to have it so : perhap» a general lukewarmness 
prevailed, and the withered branches were cast into 
the fire : perhaps the poor were neglected or despised. 
Be the cause what it may, as a city, they have bee^ 
weighed in the fearful balance and have been found 
wanting ; and their judgment will be known in all the 
earth. I trust that I look on- these things and receive 
instruction. Depend on it I quickly echo the voice of 
such events, load as language can utter, both in public 
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and private ; surely Warminster Common, so far as I 
have ability, shall not lose at least some of the spiritual 
benefit intended by this painfiil dispensation. I am 
of opinion that these visitations, if properly considered 
and felt, will awaken dormant energies, and help 
to make fiiithful soul-searching preachers, and also 
devout hearers. 

' While thou visitest the nations, 

Thy selected people spare; 
Ann our cautioned souls with patience, 

Fill our humbled hearts with prayer,' " 

[It ought to be recorded, that within a year the 
cholera morbus paid a visit to this riotous people ; I 
suppose in order, if possible, to bring them to their 
lost senses and settle the sad account. O Lord ! who 
can stand when thou art angry? We are crushed 
before the moth. We are * Thy dead men.' Another 
special and most important call is just issued to all 
preachers ; O Lord ! help me to hear it profitably.] 



FIRST APFEARANCE OF CHOLERA MORBUS IN 
ENGLAND. 

"November 4th, 1831. Wrath then in very deed 
is gone out from the Lord, the plague is begun. 
England, guilty England, is weighed in the balance 
and found wanting. At Sunderland the cholera is 
broken out. The cup is prepared and we must drink 
it. ' Prepare to meet thy God, is now sounded by 
more than human tongue^. Most sincerely do I hope 
and pray, that I may b^ fuUv awake to the danger 
and the remedy. With quick-disceming eye I hope 
to publish the true signs of the times ; and to make it 
my chief business to see that * That day shall not 
come unawares,' either on me or on the poor of the 
Common. In Thy great and terrible name, O God 
most holy ! O God most mighty ! Thou worthy Judge 
eternal ! I would cry aloud and spare not. Continu- 
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ally calling on the people at once to consider their 
ways and be wise. Truly the town, the kingdom at 
large, are put in great fear and are beginning to awake 
from their guilty slumber to the sense of their danger. 
O that genuine repentance may begin from the least 
to the greatest, before the plague comes into out 
dwellings and cuts us off. O that there may be in us^ 
all; at once, 

' A mind 
Quick and severe, its own offence to find.' 

It is stated that on the Continent, where it has 
appeared, one sixth of the population has been swept 
away. At Astrachan, in Russia, five hundred died 
daily. At Cairo, in Egypt, five hundred and fifty to 
six hundred and fifty daily : in the whole, millions 
have already been hurried into eternity. No medical 
aid avails — numerous medical attendants have them- 
selves fallen victims : no one either understanding the 
disease or the remedy. No, nor will there be a 
remedy till the people repent, and God most high in 
mercy says to the destroying angel, * It is enough, put 
up thy sword into its sheath.' 

I ask, is there none to be found who can now stand 
in the gap at Warminster Common. Have mercy, 
have mercy, O Lord, we humbly beseech Thee, upon 
Thy cause and people. Spare, O spare, those who 
truly love Thee, and those (for there are such) who 
continually sigh and cry for the abominations done in 
the midst. Let not the heathen say to such, • Where 
is now thy God.' May I humbly ask, are there none 
to be found among us to whom the following sweet, 
seasonable, and gracious words apply ? * The Lord 
hear thee in the day of trouble, the name of the God 
of Jacob defend thee : send thee help from the 
sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion. Remember 
all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifices. Grant 
thee according to thy own heart, and fulfil all thy 
counsel.' — Psalm xx. 



* Thou heard'st Thy Abraham's prayer 
When Sodom's day was come/ " 
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'^ November 2l8t, 1831. The disease alluded to is 
making fearful progress. Upwards of one hundred 
persons have already been attacked^ many of whom 
have fallen victims. There is a great anxiety prevailing 
throughout the kingdom on this account* Boards of 
health are being established, and a general cleansing 
of drains^ removing nuisances, &c., is going on. 
These things are doubtless laudable, so far as they go, 
but the people of Nineveh did something more than 
this. There is moreover, a form of prayer coihposed 
specially for the occasion, to be used in all churches 
(good also). Still there is a comparative indifference 
to be found among many, and some hardness of heart. 
A little more time, however, will most likely settle all 
doubts on the subject But while doubting lasts, 
repentance is delayed. It is said of old, * They put off 
the evil day.' As in the days of Lot, they bought^ 
they sold, they builded, they planted, till the brim- 
stone and fire consumed them : so again it shall be in 
the day when the Son of man is revealed. We read 
that ' blessed is the man that feareth always,' and that 
early secures himself in the city of refuge. For my 
own part, I do not cease to sound an alarm in Thy 
holy mountain : O Thou my only help and hope ! I 
trust I can discern the signs of the times, and am 
truly looking for my Lord. Our chapel is well filled ; 
the people are very attentive ; and they seem to love 
the reproofs of wisdom. Some of them, I have no 
doubt, will be made wise unto salvation, and will lay 
hold on eternal life." 

A poor man of the name of William Tabor, a few 
days ago took his flight to the realms of bliss, praising 
God that, late in life, his erring footsteps were led to 
our chapel ; where he first found the Gospel to be the 
power of God unto his salvation. 

" November 28th, 1831. The cholera is still going 
on at Sunderland, but it has not yet extended further. 
We hear of plenty of scouring drains, &c., but no 
general stirring about removing moral nuisances. Till 
this is done heartily, there can be no scriptural hope 
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of deliverance indulged. At our boards of health 
we hear nothing said of this ; there is jqo avowed 
recognition of an avenging providence in the visitation. 
Looking at the proceedings in a scriptural point of 
view, you could not imagine that true christian prin- 
ciples governed us at all ; we are more like Deists. 
It is expediency, or rather, dire necessity, that moves 
us : solely selfish principles working in us ; much the 
same as might be expected if we were all jews, turks, 
infidels, or heretics. We talk plentifully of guarding 
our towns and villages from infection, but not a word 
is said about repentance, fasting, or prayer. So after 
all we are a set of unbelievers or hypocrites ; prac- 
tically, we do not believe God's word or providence. 
On the Sabbath, tis true, we say ^O God, whose 
never-failing providence ordereth all things both in 
heaven and in earth!' on week-days we doubt of, 
forget, or deny a special providence altogether : and 
no doubt this infidelity brings and continues the 
scourge. Our plans are not formed, I say, on pious^ 
but on judicious, principles: hence there is no Divine 
light — no open vision : and most likely an angry God 
will go on to. purge away this filth, by the spirit of 
judgment and the spirit of burning. Depend upon it 
we shall begin to pray in earnest soon, when the 
sword of the Lord comes a little nearer : that power- 
ful teacher will be heard. We must be taught that it 
is the spiritual world that governs the moral, and the 
moral the natural ; and the Almighty arbiter of life 
and death overrules and disposes all as is meet. To 
Him therefore, let us instantly, and humbly, and 
heartily submit, before he rules us with a rod of iron, 
and dashes us in pieces like a potter's vessel. Better 
bend than break. The people of Warminster Common 
are still fully and faithfully admonished in reference 
thereto, and I hope that they have ears to hear and 
hearts to believe. ' God that is holy shall be sanctified 
in righteousness.' — Isaiah v. 16." 

" December 3rd, 1831. A week of great searching 
of hearts for all men. Every preparation is going on 
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in this town to meet the expbcted enemy. Men's 
hearts are failing them for fear : every one of us 
seems to be mournfully saying to himself, ^ Lord^ is it 
If The scourge, we find, spares neither professor 
nor profane : so what God is about to do with us he 
reveals to none. Perhaps there are no true prophets 
left; at least none who are worthy of having the 
available word of the Lord in them. With regard to 
myself, I am quite tranquil on the subject ; my heart 
standeth fast, beUeving in the Lord. The solemn 
spiritual trustship reposed in me at the Common, I 
humbly hope faithfully to fulfil ; giving to every man 
his full portion in due season. Verily I think I do 
lift up my voice in Thy great name, as a trumpet. In 
my official capacity, as overseer of the poor, I shall be 
peculiarly exposed to infection, as all application for 
pecuniary and medical relief, as well as for funerals, 
must be made direct to me. Yet I know in whom I 
have believed. I call to remembrance former days, 
when special deliverances have been most graciously 
wrought out for me in time of trouble : tne steady 
language of my heart still is, ^One thing have I 
desired of the Lord, and that will I seek after, that I may 
abide in the house of the Lord for ever, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord^ and to enquire in His temple.' 
To-morrowis His blessed Sabbath,which to me is always 
a delight. I trust what my hands find then to do, I shall 
do with all my might. I have found that faithfulness in 
Sabbath duties always ensures to me the promised six 
days prosperity and peace. I am of opinion that the 
solemn visitation referred to, is the special season for all 
ministers to 'sow plentifully.' These judgments may 
be called the ploughshare which prepares the ground 
for the good seed. The stewards of His mysteries 
will now, I hope, be found more than ever faithful. 
Lord help me — help «M' all; for Thy great name and 
mercy's sake. 

^ Thoufi^h Tempest frowDs, 
Though Nature shakes, how soft to lean on heaven, 
To lean on Him on whom archangels lean. 
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With inward eye and silent as the grave, 
They stand collecting every beam of thought^ 
Till their hearts kindle with Divine delight^ 
(For all their thoughts, like angels seen of old 
In Israers dream, come from, and go to heaven), 
Hence are they studious of sequestered scenes.'" 

YOUKO. 

" December 17th, 1831. We hear that it is broken 
out in several new places : more than a hundred and 
fifty have already died. It is generally believed that 
it will most certainly go through the land. What 
need of being always ready : what new, what pressing 
calls for lifting up our voice like a trumpet ! O for 
unremitting ministerial fidelity ! Our chapel is well 
attended. The Common people hear the word gladly. 
'O holy and most merciful Saviour, Thou most righteous 
Judge eternal, pour out we beseech Thee with these 
Thy judgments, the convincing, the all-conquering 
spirit of truth and righteousness, and get thyself a 
great, a glorious spiritual victory, and our lips shall 
praise Thee. O let there be at least at Warminster 
Common found ^A man among them that should 
make up the hedge, and stand in the gap.' — Ezekiel 
xxii. 30." 

" December 28th, 1831.* Had our usual tea- 
meeting at the chapel. Afterwards those who chose 
related their christian experience, much to our mutual 
edification and comfort. We never had more joy 
of the Lord, or clearer evidence that his blessed work 
is still going on in our hearts. All power, praise, 
might, majesty, dominion, and glory, be Thine for 
ever and ever, and Thine only. O Lord, our Lord ! 
Amen." 

" January 1st, 1832. Anniversary prayer-meeting 
at six o'clock in the morning : a good and joyful 
season. In the evening the anniversary sermon was 
preached. No falling oflT of the people : from the 
opening of the chapel four years ago, to the present ^ 
moment, all has prospered. Blessed be the Lord, our 
Lord, who hath hitherto given us such favor in the 
eyes of the people. 
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< O may we ever walk in him. 
And nothing know beside : 

Nothing desire, nothing esteem, 
J)ut Jesus crucified.' 



Among other outward improyements made in the 
Common within the last few years, numerous of the 
old wretched hovels have been pulled down and neat 
and comfortable cottages have occupied their places." 

" Jan. 20th, 1 832. This week, the town-hall, whidi 
has stood near the Market-place in this town for (it is 
supposed) ages, was pulled down. It appeared still 
strong and m good condition, being built of oak, and 
would most probably have stood for ages longer ; but 
the inconvenience to the public of its standing in the 
centre of the turnpike-road rendered the removing 
thereof very desirable. Very serious reflections arise 
out of this transaction. Where now are the hands 
which erected this spacious building? Where the 
thousands who from time to time have met there, for 
either business, amusement, edification, or chastisement 
— for it was used sometimes for reli^ous meetings ; 
annually for the county quarter sessions ; part of it 
for temporary imprisonment. How many hundreds of 
my acquaintances have I met on that spot, who now, 
like the building, are ' as water spilt on ^e ground 
which cannot be gathered up again.' How many 
thousands of the poor (mostly of the Common) have 
sought parochial relief (for the overseers' weekly pay 
table was there). I look pensively indeed on those 
things and receive instruction. I see also my day 
approaching. What, I ask, shall I then do or be, 
when my tabernacle is taken down ; when of me it 
shall be said — irrevocably said-7- 

< Tbou hast no part in all that's done 
Beneath the circuit of the sun ?" 

However, the result has been, if I may so speak, 
* a better resurrection.* The new town-hall is very 
superior to the old one, at least in outward splendor. 
O may I and all who seek it, in due time, also find ' a 
better resurrection.' May we soriae after our fall as 
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this building has. May the dissolation of the earthly 
house of this our tabernacle, only precede for us the 
better building of God, the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. It is written ^As we have 
borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly.' Grant this, O merciful 
Father, we humbly beseech thee, for our Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen." 

'^ Without an indwelling God, what is religion? 
Without his all-penetrating and diflEusive light, what 
is the soul of man ? Those who are deeply experi- 
enced in Divine things converse with God and God 
with them. God and a holy heart are in continual 
correspondence." — ^Dr. A. Clarke*. 

"March 21st, 1832, (Wednesday). This day was 
set apart as a day of national fasting and prayer, chiefly 
on account of the cholera morbus, now prevailing in 
London and in the North of England. Truly the day 
has been devoutly observed in this town and the 
Common. Never was there such a day of devotion 
before. It appeared indeed more solemn than even 
the Sabbath. The places of worship were all thronged, 
and a liberal collection was made for the sick poor 
and for Salisbury infirmary. This is certainly a good 
omen. I have heard that the same solemnity prevailed 
in other towns and villages also. Mercifully accept 
it, O Lord, Thou Mend of sinners. Thou lover of 
mercy." 

"April dth, 1832. The cholera has abated in London 
and it has not increased in other places. But O, 
Prance ! Guilty, trifling, infidel. Sabbath-profaning, 
God-dishonoring France ! It makes one's ears to tingle, 
one's eyes almost to weep blood. At Paris there are 
two or three to five hundred deaths daily. There 
Almighty God is most fearfully avenging the just 
quarrel of his neglected or despised truth. The dis- 
ease shews no respect of persons. The prime minister 
is laid low, in awful suspense as to its issue. High 
and low, rich and poor, are all proving that it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

s 
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Ezekiel's roll of a book is wide open before their eyes 
— and truly they find written therein, mourning, 
lamentation, and woe." 

"April 24th, 1832. The news from Paris is rather 
more favorable : the deaths are reduced to about four 
hundred daily: — one day it was eight hundred. 
!N obility and gentry aUke tail victims. All these reports 
are regularly and carefully read, and specially com- 
mented on in our chapel at the Common, as is meet." 

"June 12th, 1832, (Whit-Tuesday). We had our 
tea-party as usual, and as usual were abundantly 
satisfied. Prosperity still attends every part of His 
blessed work : the tracts are still circulated, and His 
work is our delight. Several persons present stated 
that they were either the children or grandchildren of 
the first Methodists in this town, who suffered so much 
religious persecution. So the fourth generation arises 
to call him blessed. ^ ^ I will shew mercy unto thousai^ds 
of them that love me and keep my commandments." 
The services at the new church do not at all interfere 
with our services. We know nothing of what is 
called ^opposition' to that cause. We trust that we 
cordially love and help each other. I am happy to 
state that there has been a larger Sabbath attendance 
there, since the said church was opened, than hereto- 
fore was found from Warminster Common at all the 
places of worship in the parish." 

"July 30th, 1832. This evening the board of 
health resumed its meetings in this town. The cholera 
menaces us again : it is raging awfully at Bristol : two 
cases, they say, have occurred at Sath: numerous 
towns at a distance are visited, and the people generally 
are ^eatly alarmed. I do not wonder at it : for before 
the late passing of the Beform Bill the country seemed 
ripe for rebelHon. So much ungodly rejoicing has 
followed the success of that measure, I judge that 
the national guilt is thereby greatly increased. I 
greatly fear that we are again weighed in the balances 
and are found wanting, and that the mercy designed 
will not now be granted," 
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*' August 8th, 1832. The accounts from Plymouth, 
Bristol, and Gloucester, are very distressing." 

[Tar, a protection against infection. — The 
Rev. Mr. Heilmann, of Hohtein, states, in one of the 
Danish periodicals, that his grandfather, who was 
practising as a physician at Hamburgh in the year 
1711, when the plague was raging there and carrying 
off thousands, effectually protected his own dwelling 
against infection, by placing a vessel full of TAB just 
inside his street door, and directing a hot stone* to be 
frequently thrown into it ; thick fumes consequently 
arose from the vessel, and it was remarked, that the 
expedient not only preserved his own house, but the 
residences of his immediate neighbours, in a most 
effectual manner, from the contagion. — This plan was 
tried by numbers of persons in Berlin, and with great 
success. 

* a warm poker or piece of iron (not red hot), will answer the 
purpose as well, and be more convenient than a stone. 

^ Tar is very cheap. One Pound wiU last a considerable time.'] 



*^ August 24th, 1832. This day an unquestionable 
case of Asiatic cholera occurred in this town. A 
traveller who came yesterday from Bath, was taken ill 
at the lodging-house, he had all the usual symptoms, 
and died in a few hours. He was the same evening 
buried in the south-east corner of the new church- 
yard, at Sambourne; the first corpse ever interred 
there. All his wearing apparel and all the bedding 
were immediately burned. So the plague is begun. 
At Bristol a hundred die daily. The funeral of the 
said deceased happened to take place just at the time 
that we had service at our chapel, and we could see it 
from thence. We now *go softly' indeed. Never 
shall we forget the solemnity of the season ; we had 
hard work to pray in faith. Full well we know, that 
* after we have done all that is commanded us, we are 
unprofitable servants ;' and mercy, good Lord, is all 
our plea." 

s2 
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''Not. 13th, 1832. The cholera has been yisitiiig 
Panlton, near Midsomer Norton, about seventeen 
miles from this town ; so the desolation is drawing 
nigh. Wehaye had long warning : great forbearance 
has been shewn. At Tknbigh me people with one 
acx»rd, held a day of prayer from morning till 
night, with all their hearts, and it is affirmed that not 
a si]4[le case of diolera afterwards appeared among 
them. At onr chapel at the Common we hold a short 
prayer-meeting in reference thereto, every Sabbath 
evening after preaching, and we believe that the 
people do pray in earnest. There has not been a 
single case of the disease, as yet, in the Common. 
We hear that in those places which have suffered 
most, there have been great revivals of religion going 
on amongst them. ^Diis is all that is wanted. But 
why not have revivals before it comes ? Only let pure 
truth prevail, and the order will soon be issued to the 
destroying angel to ' put his sword into his sheath.' 
God is love: He doth not afflict willingly: He 
delightedi in die prosperity of His servants. Blessed 
for ever be His holy name. 

Although no new case of cholera has since occurred 
in this town, the ordinary afflictions of life abound 
greatly. Neighbours and acquaintances, friends and 
relations, like leaves of trees in autumn fall away, 
causing great searchings of hearts. The celebrated 
Dr. Adam Clarke, Wesleyan Minister, has fallen a 
victim to the desolating scourge ; causing survivors to 
go softly in bitterness of spirit. Lord what is man, 
what me best of men ? In reference to Thy Awful 
Self, truly they are nothing, less than nothing, and 
very vanitj^. O save, we beseech Thee, save the 
preachers nrom thinking that Thou canst not do without 
them. O chastise us inwardly by thy reproving spirit : 
do not let the world know our barrenness, and that 
thou art angry with us also. Let not thy enemies 
triumph. Lord, let them not know our guilt or 
impotence ! Here we are, send us once more, and we 
will preach without reserve or delay the preaching 
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which thou biddest us. We need thy compassion. 
Be not angry with us, O Lord our God. 

' Use the rod but not the sword, 
Correct with kind severity.' 

Oar chapel at the Common is still well attended. 
The friends live in love and usefulness. A small 
Sunday-school has this summer been commenced by 
our dear friend and valuable helper in the Lord's 
work, Mr. Thomas Moors, (who is himself another 
remarkable monument of God's mercy: he having 
obtained the great salvation since coming among us), 
and the school promises to be successful. Our chapel 
is well situate for the purpose, and especially for little 
children, who cannot go far from home." 

"Nov. 22nd, 1832, (Thursday.) A day of pubUc 
thanksgiving by all denominations in this town, for 
the mercies vouchsafed by Almighty God in preserving 
us from the cholera morbus. All the places of worship 
were well attended, the shops were shut, and the day 
throughout was well observed. We had a good 
attendance at our chapel. Not a single case of chol^a 
has appeared among the poor of Warminster Common, 
nor in the town except the one alluded to. We hear 
that generally, throughout the kingdom, the said 
disease is abating. At the before-mentioned village 
(Paulton) it has ceased entirely, leaving about two 
hundred poor children who have lost one or both of 
their parents." 

•' December 26th, 1 832. Drank tea with the adults 
at the chapel as usual, much to our edification." 

"January 2nd, 1833. Drank tea with eighty-four 
little children, at the chapel, nearly all of a size, all 
dressed neat and clean, and well behaved. One of 
the most delightful sights I ever beheld. This is the 
first children's tea-meeting ever held at Warmini^»r 
Common." 



" When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it, for he 
hath no pleasure in fools : pay that which thou hast vowed. 
s3 
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Better it is that thou shouldest not vow, than that tbon 
shouldest vow and not pay." — Eccles. v. 4, 5. 

In the year 1829 a certain tradesman in this town 
owed me eleven pounds. He was taken ill ; he sent 
for me, and paid me five pounds, intimating that he 
hoped shortly to pay the rest. Two months after, he 
sent for me again : I found him in a rapid consumption, 
evidently with his days numbered : he said that his 
mind could not be easy till he had paid me. Forth- 
with his wife was ordered to bring the money, which 
consisted wholly of sixpences and shillings. Here, 
saith he, is all the money which we have taken since 
I last saw you. Knowing full well that very shortly 
his children would be fatherless and his wife a widow, 
and also that certain and lasting poverty must be then 
their portion, I hesitated at first as to whether it was 
my christian duty to take the whole of it ; but the 
idea was overruled in my mind, by a secret pledge 
that I would hereafter refund some part thereof, when 
the family could better take the benefit of it. Death 
shortly intervened, and all the family, as was expected, 
were at once subjected to only parochial care, jind 
my vow was soon forgotten. Several years after, at a 
certain time, my mind became unaccountably burthened 
— spiritual light and peace were obstructed — I went 
mourning all the day long : outward providences frowned 
also, till at length I feared that I should not be able to 
proceed any longer with the chapel services. I prayed, 
I mourned in spirit before the Lord, I could get no 
light nor relief, till at last, driven to extremity of fear, 
which hath torment, I retired to my closet, and there 
solemnly resolved to remain, humbly and specially 
praying and waiting for explanation as to the cause of 
this severe spiritual chastisement. I had not been 
there many minutes before it was suggested to my 
mind that, I had never yet paid the above solemn 
vow : my guilty conscience quickly responded ; away 
I ran to seek for the said family : I found the poor 
widow in a cottage, with her head reclining on a 
pillow on a table, apparently drawing near the grave. 
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I tried all I could to rouse her, but in vain : it appeared 
that her fainting spirits were sunk too low for con- 
versation. However, I had urgent business to transact, 
and I must then do it, at any rate. I forthwith put 
into her hand a sovereign. It had no effect whatever 
at first. I sat down, almost in despair as to a favorable 
issue, to wait silently on the Lord. Presently she 
raised herself up, unasked, opened her hand, looked 
with astonishment, and with great emphasis said, 
" Sir, it is the Lord that hath sent you to me this 
day." She again laid her head upon the pillow, and 
there ended the conversation on hdr part. Verily my 
heart, as you may suppose, well understood that 
language. I further directed her immediately to send 
her daughter to my house, and I would give her a 
bottle of wine. This being done, away went all my 
darkness, doubts, and fears, and once more I looked 
with humble cbnfidence and joy towards His holy 
temple, thankful enough that I was let off on such 
easy terms. In a few days I had the pleasure of 
seeing this poor widow walking cheerfully down th,e 
street. She looked, as it were alive from the dead. 

< Long on the iEgyptian coast by calms confined, 
Heaven to my fleet refased a prosperous wind ; 
No vows had we preferred, no victims slain, 
For this the gods each favoring gale restrain ; 
Jealous to see their high behests obeyed, 
Severe, if men the Eternal rights evade." 

HoM. Od. iv. 473 

'* January 3rd, 1833. This evening our venerable 
father and friend in the gospel, James Bond, departed 
this life, aged eighty-seven years, three-and-a-quarter 
years of which he was confined to his bed, by a para« 
lytic affection of one side." 

^^ Jan. 9th, 1833. His dear and honored remains 
were this day consigned to their resting-place, there 
to await * the first resurrection.* Upwards of four- 
score persons, of all religious denominations, attended 
his funeral, cheerfully to pay this last token of just 
respect due to departed worth. We all joined most 
humbly and devoutly in singing over his peaceful 
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grave, the beautiful and appropriate hymn (76th), mak- 
ing solemn yet joyful melody in our hearts to the Lord. 



' What are these arrayed in white, 



Brighter than the noon-day sun.' " 

^' Jan. I3th, 1833, (Sunday). His funeral sermon 
was preached at the Common in the evening. The 
chapel was filled with a dense mass of people, very 
many of whom had to stand all the time ; many more 
could not get admittance, not even to stand. Text — 
Rev. vii. 13 to 17. 

When we contrast the former days of persecution 
and reproach in this town, in all of which our dear 
friend so deeply shared, (see a short account of it at 
the beginning of this work), with the present day of 
Gospel light and liberty, we can hardly believe that 
we are Hving in the same world ; the most incredible 
change has tal^en place in this respect in the town, 
but more especially in Warminster Common ; and this 
in the latter place partly in only ten years. So does 
the Gospel invariably bear down all opposition, when 
perseveringly exhibited in all its native purity and 
loveliness. We never know now what religious 
reproach is: our services are always peaceable and 
devout — none wishing to make us afraid. 

Two more funeral sermons were preached for our 
dear father Bond, one in the town the other at 
Crockerton, to overflowing congregations. Truly he 
has been greatly and justly honored in his death. The 
account of part of his life, christian experience, and 

Seat persecutions, is published in the Weslejran 
ethodist Magazine, for November, 1835. He 
preached many times at Warminster Common. Every 
body loved him. In his case, how exceedingly suit- 
able are the beautiful words of the Church Liturgy — 
'We bless Thy holy name for all Thy servants 
departed this me in thy faith and fear, beseeching 
Thee to give us grace so to follow their good example, 
that with them we may be partakers of Thy heavenly 
kingdom.' " 
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IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS AT THE COMMON AS 

TO DRAINAGE, 

HEALTH OF THE INHABITANTS, 

PROGRESS OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES, AND OTHER 

INFORMATION. 

Any person reading the long account herein recorded 
of the sickness^ deaths and dismay^ occasioned by that 
terrible disease called the Cholera-Morbus, might be 
ready to ask^ what has all this to do with a History 
of Warminster Common, any more than with a his- 
tory of the kingdom ? I beg to answer this question 
in the foUowing way — The said disease, besides 
furnishing special matter for religious instruction, 
gave birm to, and kept up everywhere, a diligent 
and vigorous public surveying of drains, removing 
nuisances, &c. ; and the Board of Health then estab- 
lished in this town, was not behind in its duty. 
/ was the secretary. The poor of the Common 
were more particularly in want of their attention in 
this respect. A favorable crisis having arrived, I 
gladly seized the long-sought opportumty afforded, 
pressed hard the importance of the subject, got 
consent of the parish vestry (I3th Dec, 1832,) and 
the following most lasting and most important benefits 
were the result. A memorandum made at the time 
will best explain my meaning. 

" March 2nd, 1833. It ought to be recorded, the 
manifestations of the Divine goodness from time to 
time at Warminster Common, in the improvements 
continually going on in their outward circumstances. 
Since the Gospel has been heartily embraced by them. 
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they have clearly proved that godliness is profitable 
to all things. That all- wise and gracious Providence 
which bade me feed the people with the bread of life, 
has also entrusted me with a considerable degree of 
temporal, or secular, influence over them. I am not 
only the Assistant Overseer, who administers pecu- 
niary relief to the poor every week, but also the 
Surveyor of the Highways of this parish : these 
offices have been filled by me for several years. 
When we first undertook their moral concerns, we 
found their habitations, and the roads which lead to 
them, just like their minds : no soundness in them : 
*all unclean, unclean. It was with the greatest diffi- 
culty that I could get them to consent in any way to 
be cleaned and mended : they had so long lived like 
the beasts that perish, that it seemed as though all 
thoughts of ever being bettered were for ever 
banished &om their degraded minds. By firm and 
steady perseverance however, I at length conquered 
all opposition, and now it may truly be said, literally, 
^ The wilderness and solitary place are glad, and the 
desert blossoms as the rose.' The village throughout 
is become neat, dean, and respectable. This week 
we have completed, after three months' anxiety and 
toil, a work which, next to the preaching of the ever- 
lasting gospel, is of greater importance by far than 
any benefit hitherto conferred, or perhaps that ever 
can hereafter be conferred, on the inhabitants of 
Warminster Common. We have removed all the 
numerous filthy drains which crossed the road, and 
which openly conveyed every species of filth from 
their dwellings into the beautiful stream of water of 
which they constantly drank ; and instead thereof, 
we have made a new capacious underground drain, 
separate therefrom, close by their cottages, which 
intercepts and conveys unseen all their nuisances into 
a distant meadow. They will now henceforth and 
for ever be blessed with a good road, a healthier 
atmosphere, and with purer water. We may truly 
say, this also is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
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in our eyes. The undertaking was truly great, and 
arduous, and it required sometimes most painful 
exercises of faith and prayer to go on, for another 
opposition arose ; Sanballat and Tobiah [Nehemiah 
ii. 19.] found us out here also. But these words 
were frequently sweetly applied to my mind, and in 
the end were fully verified in this important trans- 
action. 

' He aU sbaU break through, his truth and his grace 
ShaU bring me into the plentiful place, 
Through much tribulation, through water and fire. 
Through floods of temptation, and flames of desire.' 

And now we gladly sing again, ' Thine, O Lord, is 
the victory, and the majesty, and the glory : thine is 
the kingdom ; and thou art exalted as Head above 
all.' To-morrow (Sunday) I intend to make some 
special allusion to the Divine goodness, so providen- 
tially and mercifully displayed to them in this, and 
many other respects ; and to exhort the people to be 
humble and thankful. 

The said drain is 554 yards inJength; made of 
bricks and paving, about 18 inches square : it has 53 
branch drains, with grates. There were sixty 
thousands of bricks used in it, besides paving. 

I ought also thankfully to mention that I had most 
seasonable and efficient help, in getting through the 
arduous work, from a master mason, there residing, 
named Henry Bedford, whose heart appeared as 
much in it as mine. 

The above drain, I have said, is of the utmost im- 
portance to the health of the people ; but there is 
still a defect remaining with regard to obtaining 
perfectly pure water from the said spring, which 
wants to be remedied sadly : there ar^ numerous 
impurities still mixing with it. The principal nuisance 
is, the running of the liquid manure of farm and 
other yards, constantly into it. Strange as it is, it is 
true, that the very best part of the manure, which 
ought to be preserved in a tank, or reservoir, and 
quickly spread over the land, and which would abun- 
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dantly re-pay all the expenses attending it^ is^ in 
most farm-yards^ througli the carelessness or ignorance 
of the proprietors, entirely wasted or lost. But that 
is not all: in this case, it is allowed grievously to 
defile the water of which, for a certainty, at least a 
thousand persons have constantly to drink. It there- 
fore will never be pure, till it is brought by under- 
ground pipes direct from the spring head. And O what 
a boon would be conferred on this large and needy 
population, if some body corporate, or some benevo- 
lent individual, would accomplish it. There would 
be no more difficulty than there is in conveying gas 
through our streets; and a pipe of l|-inch oore, 
would be large enough to furnish what would be 
wanted for drinking, which would.be sufficient for 
health: and this would not interfere with private 
rights as to watering the intervening meadows. 
[N. B. — This much-desired object was most unex- 
pectedly and joyfully accomplished in 1849.] 

Referring once more to farm-yard liquid-manure 
before I quit this subject, — as I trust I love those 
valuable animals which His goodness has created for 
the use of man, I beg to state that I know of many 
cases in point, where there are to be found large 
reservoirs or ponds, for collecting the runnings of the . 
said yards, but not for manure. I am sorry to say 
that one day I happened to pass by two of them, in 
one the cows were drinking it, in the other the horses ! 
It quite shocked me — it was the color of strong coffee. 
I immediately enquired how it was that the cattle 
were allowed to drink that filthy compound. Beply, 
^'Because they have nothing else to drinls^* *^If I 
could have my will," said I, "just so long as tie poor 
cattle are compelled to drink it, the owners thereof 
should be made to do the same." No wonder that our 
milk and butter, and cheese and meat, are often ill- 
tasted, and no doubt unwholesome. One of the 
laborers further stated that, the cattle when first 
brought on the premises did not like to drink it, but 
after awhile they did get used to it Of course they 
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did, because they had nothing else. [Some human 
beings will accustom themselves to drink ardent 
spirits and opium till they say they cannot do without 
it.] If this be not cruelty to animals, I do not know 
what is ; and I think such conduct ought at once to 
incur the full legal penalty thereto attached. Speaking 
in reference to this disgusting custom, an agriculturist 
one day stated to me that, " the cow's stomach did 
purge away all the foulness of this liquid manure !" 
Surely some one ought to reply to such, and ask^ 
when will your just and long-standing reproach of 
ignorance and obstinacy be wiped away ? 

Mention has been made in the former part of this 
work, of the prevalence of typhus fever among the 
inhabitants of Warminster Common, heretofore; I 
cannot state with accuracy the number of deaths 
which took place immediately preceding the making the 
aforesaid underground drain, but I can do it since, for 
a general improvement in their health was experienced 
immediately. I can also state with confidence that I 
have carefully examined the deaths' register for this 
parish throughout the whole of the period (1837 to 
1849 inclusive), and I find that the number who have 
died at Warminster Common of typhus fever in 
thirteen years, is thirteen, out of a population of one 
thousand four hundred and seven. Who, I ask, can 
put a price upon the amazing benefit derived, not only 
as it respects the individuals immediately concerned, 
but also as it respects the relieving thereby heavy 
parochial burthens, which often arise solely through 
premature deaths and diseases ? 

■'May 14th, 1833. The disease which is now so 
universally prevalent is called the influenza ; very few 
die of it, but whole families are affected : we never 
knew it so distressing before in this town. I attempted 
last evening, at the chapel at the Common, (as I always 
do in such visitations) to improve the painful dispen- 
sation, by preaching from the 4th chapter of Hosea. 
I observed that, while all the vegetable world smiled 
and displayed the fullest perfection, Man, only, 

T 
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mourned. I said it was manifestly the Lord's con- 
troversy, for the depravity of the land, all for lack of 
knowledge. So, in fact, very few enjoy God's glorious 
works, because he frowns in other respects. The 
natursd sun shines every day without a cloud, and the 
earth looks like a terrestrial paradise ; the birds and 
the beasts are happy ; man, their Lord, I say, through 
affliction, loses all enjoyment. So God takes good 
care that where the heart is not right with him, though 
there may be possession of eartnly good, there shall 
be no enjoyment of it. * We looked for peace,' it is 
said, *but behold trouble.' The cholera was certainly 
more £ital, but the influenza is far more universal. 
Our Lord's prayer was, ^ Sanctify them through Thy 
truth.' — We object to this cheap, mild, and merciful, 
plan — and then unwelcome and expensive affliction 
supplies the lack. It is said * In their affliction they 
will seek me early.' *' 

" May 28th, 1833, (Whit-Tuesday). We drank 
tea together at the chapel, as usual, in christian love 
and unity, and great was our joy in the Lord. The 
next day upwards of a hundred Uttle children did the 
same ; a lovely sight as well for ' their angels' to behold, 
as for us. Heaven seems very near us on those blest 
occasions." 

"June 27th, 1833. A few clamorous influential 
rate-payers of this parish, combined to bring a charge 
against me in my official capacity, at the vestry- 
meeting, this day held. When there, neither of them 
had resolution to do it, so it fell to the ground. There 
was not the least effort made by me to resist them — 
there was neither sword nor spear in my hand. Per- 
sons who were friendly to me, came in, unsolicited, so 
that I had a large majority ready, if wanted : they 
came to help me, because Ood sent them. The adverse 
party seeing them present were overawed, ' And the 
battle was the Lord's.' I have ever since been 
groaning beneath my gratitude. Well may we say, 



' Fear Him, ye saints, and ye shall then 
Have nothing else to fear.' 
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* O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto Thee for 
ever !' It is thy blessed cause at the Common, which 
they are aiming at ; — * Smite the shepherd/ say they, 
* and the sheep will be scattered.' " 

About a year after this, the principal one concerned 
therein sickened ; he was reduced to a little child, glad 
to receive repeated visits from me. His worldly 
hopes and prospects soon faded away, and he died in 
a few months, leaving his temporal affairs in a very 
embarrassed state. This is not the first time that I 
have soon seen the hand wither, which was stretched 
out to smite me. 

"August 1st, 1833. The cholera is again raging in 
London, but the country is not half so much alarmed 
as it was before. Sin does not appear to be checked 
thereby, nor holiness advanced. ' A stiff-necked and 
hard-hearted race ; what more can be done for the 
vineyard.' " 

"August 20th, 1833. I was present at that dread- 
ful fire which, in about two hours, consumed two 
thousand pounds worth of buildings and farming- 
stock at . The Lord pardon his servant in 

this thing, if I should make an improper reflection on 
the sad event. But the following fact I will relate. 
About a year ago, the proprietor of the said farm was 
applied to by the Wesleyan preacher of this town, for 
leave to preach in one of his cottages: a few months 
after he was again applied to, for a subscription 
towards enlarging the chapel. In both cases the said 
preacher met with a refusal on the following account, 
namely, ^ He was afraid that it wofuld injure the 
church /' It is said that the loss sustained, wiU exceed 
by five hundred pounds, the insurance guarantee." 

"November 13th, 1833. Our cause at the Common 
still flourishes. The congregations are large and 
serious. The Sunday school of between sixty and 
seventy children, is well attended to by zealous Mr. 
Moors and other friends. The tract distribution is 
constantly kept up. The society live in love, peace, 
and usefulness. I have exceeding little assistance as 
t2 
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it respects the preaching, yet there is no lack ; I feel 
that the toil of the Sabbath duties (always three 
services) sometimes relaxes my bodily frame, but by 
the next Sabbath all is repaired. We give Thee all 
the glory of Thy work, O Lord, our Lord. Verily it 
was never our work: it is all of grace, all Thine. 
Still I see that my days are as a shadow — I hold con- 
stant communion with death; I cannot escape it, 
because of the numerous cases which, in my different 
official capacities, are daily coming before me and 
quickening me. I do not fear death on my own 
account, but I linger on account of Uis very poor but 
blessed cause at the Common. * What is to be done, 
should you be removed ?' is a question often asked 
both by myself and others. My answer is, * I cannot 
tell !' Sense is quite in the dark about it, but faith 
says, Met the people live to God and he will provide.' 
This is all the light which I have at present on the 
subject ; perhaps this is all I should have. Depend 
upon it, in all cases, the poorer we are kept in spirit, 
the better, in all the Lord's work, in order that our 
sufficiency in all things might be of God only. ' I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end, saith the Lord ; I am He that liveth and was 
dead, and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen, 
and have the keys of hell and of death ;' and 'because 
I live ye shall live also.' ^Even so, Amen.' We want 
such precious promises to feed on." 

"November 30th, 1833. A week of sore conflict, 
chiefly on account of bodily infirmity. Ihave had a pain 
for days, in my left jaw-bone, so excruciating at times, 
that I did literally groan aloud with anguish ; (never- 
theless it was a chastisement that I was compelled to 
QsiXijust.) Nothing would remove it. It did attack 
me almost in a moment, and after putting me in torture 
for about a minute, did entirely leave me for a season. 
My mind was mostly concerned about the important 
services at the chapel at the Common, on the coming 
Sabbath ; yet I struggled hard to exercise faith, for, 
be it observed, with liveliest gratitude to my never- 
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failing friend, that for years, I always had boasted that 
whatever bodily infirmities afflicted me in the week, 
they always left me on the arrival of the blessed 
Sabbath: — I therefore hoped against hope. This 
morning (Saturday), I seemed worse^ if possible, than 
ever : a terrible conflict now arose in my mind about 
the approaching chapel services ; Still I said, I will 
not make arrangements for my absence till the last 
hour. While mourning over my sad state it occurred 
to my mind, this morning at eleven o'clock, that it 
would be advisable to take a long walk. The air was 
cold though dry. A long solitary walk is always my 
resource on these occasions, and it scarcely ever faUs 
me. It furnishes exercise, pure air, deep self-exami- 
nation, humiliation, meditation, and prayer ; excellent 
remedies for diseases of both body and mind. But 
be it remembered, that it is always best to be there 
alone — company injures, if not spoils, the effect. 
After about a mile's walk, my face grew worse, if 
possible, than before, the keen air so affected it. I 
shall never forget the spot where I groaned most 
dreadfully, and cried aloud ' Lord help me, I am 
afraid 'tis all over with me !' I instantly turned about 
to go home in despair, thinking the Lord was angry 
with me, it was suggested to my mind, ' Don't return 
yet, bear the pain, but walk faster.' I did so — pre- 
sently a perspiration arose and I was easier. It was 
still suggested ^ keep on walking fast and encourage 
the perspiration.' I followed this till I had accom- 
plished four miles; I then* hastened homewards quite 
heated and easy. A little before I arrived however, 
the pain again returned : again my heart failed me, 
and I said * Lord if thou dost not now thyself save 
it is all over, I can do no more, I cannot perform the 
chapel services to-morrow.' I sat down in my house, 
to mourn and try to rest myself, endeavouring to 
come to some conclusion how to act ; the pain still 
continuing. While I was musing on my distressed 
and all but hopeless condition, my mind was led into 
a deep self-examination, both as to the cause of, as 
t3 
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well as the spiritual use intended by, this afiSiction. 
Presently, in my heart I formed fresh vows solemnly, 
to live and labor more for God, if he would graciously 
spare me. My mind then became somewhat assured, 
I shortly ifell into a sweet sleep, and all my pain 
subsided. I am now perfectly easy both in body and 
mind, my joy in the Lord abounds, and I am saying, 
in reference to new and greater devotedness to his 
work, ^Herie lam^ tend me f^ Truly ^I was brought 
low and he helped me.' With what deep emphasis 
did I again say ' Return unto thy rest, O my soul, for 
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with me.' I sought 
the Lord and he heard me,and delivered me from all 
my fears. The next day (Sunday), I performed the 
three services at the chapel, with ease and sweet 
liberty : the people were satisfied ; and I have never 
felt a symptom of that pain since (1850). 'With 
Thy own right hand O Lord, and holy arm, hast 
Thou again gotten Thyself the victory.' 

' Care, anguish, sorrow, flee away. 
Where'er thy healing beams arise ; 
O Jetiis, nothing may I see, 
Nothing desire, or seek, bat Thee.' " 

"December 22nd, 1833, (Sunday.) This evening, 
while I was preaching from the text, Luke xii. 21 , 
— ' So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich towards God,' while pointing out the sin and 
folly of seeking and holding unsanctified treasure, a 
man started up in one of the pews near the pulpit, in 
^eat agitation, and exclaimed aloud, 'Oive me my 
nat, give me my hat; I carCt heat it; PU have no 
more of this ; I never heard such stuff in all my life? 
In his eagerness to get out of the pew he left his 
spectacles behind — ^he nearly trod on some children in 
his wav, and hastened up the aisle like a fury, 
muttermg something about money, and some other 
expressions which we could not understand: the 
people near the door said he went off swearing — ^he 
had never been in the chapel above twice before — he 
possesses some property. I had previously designed 
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to speak from another passage, but could not get my 
mind at liberty. At the sudden and unexpected shock, 
I could scarcely proceed, but I quickly recovered 
myself. It took place just at the time when I was 
enlarging on the words 'God said unto him, thou fool, 
this night shall thy soul be required of thee.' He is 
in the habit of regularly attending the parish church, 
— and when one of our friends questioned him the 
next day, ds to his recent and strange and unlawful 
conduct, he said 'Why, I could not bear it, I have 
been for forty years to church, and never felt anything 
like it before ; what did he tell all the people for, of 
what I and my father had been quarrelling about.' 
(Referring to some dispute about property). I have 
heard numerous most alarming sermons preached in 
my time, but never witnessed such an occurrence as 
this before. The report of it spread throughout the 
parish the next day." 

" December 27th, 1833. Drank tea with the adult 
friends, as usual much to our edification." 

" January 1st, 1834. Anniversary prayer-meeting 
at six o'clock in the morning, — good attendance — 
refreshing season. In the evening our Sunday-school 
children, about seventy, drank tea together. One of 
the loveliest sights in the world. And yet, with all 
the manifestations of Divine goodness to me, I seem 
to be comparatively useless — I literally groan under 
the weight of my own unprofitableness, and dread 
rather than delight in the work. Lord, I beseech 
Thee, be Thou evermore my strength or I must fail : 
I cannot live without Thy light I the indescribable 
^uilt and the slavery of being accounted unprofitable 
in Thy awftil work. O the deep, the solemn import- 
ance of preaching the gospel! O dread eternity! 

"February 14th, 1834. Applied this day to the 
owner of some garden-ground adjoining the chapel, 
wishing to purchase a small portion thereof for the 
purpose of building a school-room and vestry thereon, 
which would be a great addition to the chapel ; he 
refused us, stating that it was wanted to plant vege- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



212 EXTRACTS FROM A DIART. 

tables in. It was only about three poles, and he was 
ofFered the full value thereof. He is what is called 
a professor of religion ; he has property sufficient to 
have freely given it to the Lord's cause and to his 
poor, for whom alone we want it. We are obliged, 
therefore, to relinquish our object. 

Mrs. Jeremiah Payne is now lying dead. She was 
a sincere lover of our cause. She died happy. 

"March 17th, 1834. Sorely tried. One of our 
members at the Common has opened a flood of 
reproach upon us. The ark has trembled. None 
knows but the Searcher of Hearts, what a furnace I 
have lately preached in : in endeavouring to do His 
work, I have scarcely any spirit in me, yet I do not 
altogether fail; and strange as it may appear, the 
congregations keep good, and the prayer-meetinffs are 
actually reviving : so what the devil intends tor an 
occasion of falling is actually a cause of reviving, — 
notwithstanding, my mind is sore enough. As soon 
as I enter the pulpit I think of pain, yet I have liberty 
in preaching, although I am ashamed of my dead, 
dry, and formal prayer. Moreover, I have been 
paiiifuUy exercised with a small swelling near my 
ancle, so that I stand and walk in some pain. Yes- 
terday the services occupied five hours : pain in my 
foot — pained greatly respecting the state of the cause 
— ashamed of my unprofitableness — expecting also 
some disagreeable change in my temporal employment 
— all seemed against me. In the evening, however, 
I felt revived at hearing how the people had that day 
fed upon the word, and how they rejoiced greatly in 
the great salvation. This morning I awoke with a great 
calm on my mind, fearing nothing. How long this 
is to last I know not, I can only cry out * Lord help 
me!' ^Unsustained by Thee, I fall." When it is 
said *What a poor preacher thou art — who would 
hear thee, or beUeve thy report ?' I say * true, one 
would suppose none P " 

" April 18th, 1834. After a week of sore conflict 
of mind respecting both temporal and spiritual con- 
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cerns, which well-nigh drank up my spirits, my joy in 
the Lord has been all restored, by hearing of a glorious 
account of a woman at the Common (Mr. Stent's wife), 
who died this week triumphant, ascribing all her 
blessed enjoyment to the good which she got exclu- 
sively at our chapel; blessing God her Saviour — 
blessing the preaching — blessing the people. Ever- 
more be Thou exalted O Lord in thine own strength. 
Thine is the work, and only Thine. I sadly wanted 
this encouragement." 

"May 20th, 1834, (Whit-Tuesday.) Tea-meeting, 
Very profitable, as usual. Death and removals have 
been lately going on. The next day the Sunday- 
school children took tea together — about seventy — a 
most lovely sight." 

"June 28th, 1834, (Saturday.) This is the first 
morning that I have been absent from paying the poor 
of this parish for fifteen years, excepting once, when I 
was obliged to be in London. All this time a good 
and gracious God has continued both my health and 
ability. That duty therefore has ceased, and with it 
nearly all my parochial influence over the poor. No 
doubt a good and gracious providence still governs all 
things — as such, I take it as wise and best for me. 
In this transaction, I also hear a solemn voice saying 

* Tlie fashion of this world passeth away.' Set thy 
house in order. Earthly professions, as well as earthly 
possessions, are all leaving us or we are leaving them. 

* The voice said Cry. And he said. What shall I cry ? 
All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as 
the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth.' Lord help me, leave me not, neither 
forsake me, O God of my salvation ; Thou knowest 
that I have a great and arduous work to perform for 
Thee, and who is sufiicient for these things ? Not I ! 
Thy cause — Thy poor — seem to want my help — I 
cannot willingly give them up." 

" July 19th, 1834. The bell is now tolling for the 
funeral of my old friend and helper in the Lord's 
work, Mrs. Ludlow. Hundreds of times have I 
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taken sweet counsel with her and her late husband^ 
in the things of God. Nearly all my early christian 
friends are gone, and their place of usefulness in this 
world, and in the Lord's cause, knows them no more 
for ever. " The fathers, where are they ? The 
prophets, do they live for ever ?" So it is continually 
at the chapel. We preach to the same people only 
for a season. Deaths or removals are continually 
taking place ; so that when we rejoice at the addition 
of a new member, it is joy granted us only for a 
short time. We plant ; another waters. So a kind 
of perpetual painful poverty is our spiritual portion — 
alway beginning afresh. Fountain of Goodness, Thou 
never changest / Help us to live continually on none 
but Thee. This is rock, and all besides is sand or 
sea. 

' Dead to the world and sin, ye live — 
Your creature-love is crucified.' " 

'^August 10th, 1834. Death has again invaded 
our little society, and made us hang our weeping 
harps on the willows. Mrs. Gumbs, a stranger lately 
come to reside at the Common, was led to hear the 
word at our chapel ; and she soon found the God of her 
salvation there. She had long grieved the Holy Spirit 
by sinning: she knew nothing of spiritual things 
before. A few weeks ago, she was sent for to go to 
Wales, to take possession of some property recently 
left her by the will of a deceased relation. Instead 
of her inheriting and enjoying the same as she in- 
tended, the all-wise Disposer of human affairs, saw 
fit to put her into quick possession of a treasure in the 
heavens. On the day that she was expected home, 
here to settle in peace and comfort with her young 
family, news was brought that she was buried ! Aged 
forty -three years. This evening, I endeavoured to 
improve this solemn event, at the chapel, with a 
mournful spirit. Her eldest daughter, who was 
present at the death of her mother, informed me, 
that^ on the day of the awful recent death of her late 
uncle, she was riding with him in a gig, (Sunday), 
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the horse suddenly started; he was killed in a 
moment ; she was not hurt." 

" October 14th, 1834. Some persons who did not, 
it seems, much rejoice at our prosperty at the 
Common, had set about a report (and I have no doubt 
that they believed it,) that our chapel at the Common, 
was always filled solely through my influence among 
them, as overseer or paymaster of the poor. ^Let 
him be out of that officCy said they, ^ and you will 
soon see what will become of his chapel.' I have 
now been more than three months out of that office^ 
and still the chapel keeps full ; the society also, and 
the Sunday-school, go on well. What wiU they now 
say ? I ask, who supports the work now ?. O Lord 
of Hosts, blessed is the man who trusteth in Thee. 
Thine, O Lord, is the victory, and the majesty, and 
the glory : Thine is the kingdom ; and Thou art 
exalted as Head above all. Thou Imowest well that 
the above charge was always wholly groundless." 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

Case 87. Aged thirty-two. — Violent pain in his left cheek for a 
week, had a tooth drawn in hope of relieving it, without effect. 
Twice sparks, and slight shocks \ perfectly cared. 

38. Aged ten. — Swelling under his chin for a month which 
increased daily, supi>o8ed to be the evil. Sparks seven evenings ; 
perfectly cured. Afterwards fell down and violently bruised his 
knee which made him lame. Once shocks \ cured. 

89. Aged twelve. — Chilblains and sore throat. Sparks three 
evenings 5 perfectly cured. 

40. Aged forty.— Violent pain in her right cheek. Sparks; 
perfectly cured. 

41. Aged eleven.— Sore eyes for six years, eyelash swollen; 
received benefit 

42. A recruiting sergeant happened to come into the inn where 
the machine was performing; he was suddenly seized with a 
violent pain in his hip, which perfectly lamed him— could not 
proceed on his journey. Shocks to the affected part ; quite well 
in half an hour. 
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43. Aged forty-eight. — Violent pains in his foot for a week ; no 
rest night or day — very lame — unable to attend to business. 
Once shocks ; perfectly cured. 

44. Aged thirty-two. — Violent pain on one side of his head. 
Sparks once; perfectly cured. 

45. Aged thirty."- Pain in her head attended with great general 
debility for some time. Great benefit; gets stronger daily. 

' Sparks chiefly. 

46. Aged forty.— Violent asthma. Very ill indeed; had been 
bled, &c., without relief. Shocks through the lungs; shortly 
cured. 

47. Aged thirty.— Pain in her flace for two months; had been 
blistered, &c. ; all medical applications fruitless. Positive sparks 
twice, insulated ; perfectly cured. 

48. Aninfant one-and-a-half year old.— Great weakness in its 
loins. Great benefit ; imperceptible stream. 

49. Aged sixty. — Violent bruise on his breast bone and inward 
pain, through a fall. Sparks and a few slight shocks : well in a 
few days. 

60. Aged fifty-four. — Weakness and pain in his finger, for 
sometime nearly useless. Sparks once; cured. 

51. Aged eleven. — Chilblains, which had been broken for three 
months, very bad — ^pain also in his face. Sparks three evenings ; 
perfectly cured. 

52. Aged twenty-five. — Weakness and pain in her hand for 
some time. Sparks and shocks twice ; perfectly cured. 

53. Aged thirty-two. — Violent rheumatism in his thigh — 
obliged to walk with crutches. Shocks once ; better in a few 
minutes. 

54. Aged sixteen. — Chilblains very bad— had been broken for 
six weeks — eaten into holes, and very black. Sparks, insulated, 
three evenings ; perfectly cured. 

55. Aged fifteen. — Constipation very obstinate — no evacuation 
for the last fortnight — spills, salts, castor-oil, had no effect ; fever 
had commenced, alarming symptoms appeared. I hastened to 
apply sparks all over the abdomen ; no effect at first — the next 
morning I repeated them much stronger, with six shocks directly 
through the bowels: in twenty minutes relief was obtained, 
accompanied with sickness and vomiting ; perfectly cored. 

56. Aged twenty-two. — Pain in her head and face at intervals 
the last two years. Sparks twice, insulated ; perfectly cured. 
The next morning a detective tooth came out of the affected side 
of her head. [Electricity has a tendency to loosen the teeth if 
long continued.] Three other persons were cured of tooth-ache 
at the same time. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



STREETS AT THE COMMON NAMED; FUNERAL SER. 
MONS ; AND OTHER INFORMATION. 

"October 22nd, 1834. This day a committee of 
gentlemen, appointed for the purpose, in due form, 
went over the Common and named aU the streets, 
lanes, and alleys, there, and affixed the said names on 
cast-iron plates, at the respective entrances. At the 
same time we gave all the school children who lived 
there (four hundred and forty-eight) two-pence each, 
in order that they might keep up the remembrance of 
it. The joy expressed by these 'little ones' proved a 
delight to all our hearts, better felt than expressed. 
The street where our chapel stands is called Chapel- 
street : this name was proposed not by me, but by 
our magistrate, and readily adopted by the com- 
mittee. So far it appears we have a good report of 
them who are without, and we thankfully accept it 
as a token of the divine favor towards us. The said 
magistrate, the vicar, and many other gentlemen 
accompanied the procession. Warminster Common 
it clearly appears rises into respectability in exact 
proportion as the inhabitants heartily embrace the 
blessed gospel of God our Saviour. 

The same evening, for the first time, the streets of 
the town were lighted with gas." 

"October 23rd, 1834. God's judgments are again 
abroad; last week both houses of parliament were 
burnt to the ground, and the cholera has broken out 
at Westbury Leigh only three-and-a-half miles distant 
from this town. It is now at our very doors. I cease 
not to sound an alarm in His holy mountain." 
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'' October 30th, 1834. A day of thanksgiving by 
them that no new case had occurred there. Twelve 
have died. Many greatly afflicted." 

"December 7tn, 1834. Last night I dreamed that 
I saw an old man, who for some time past- has regularly 
attended our chapel, pointing with great earnestness 
and holy joy up to heaven ; he seemed ill and unable 
to speak, but kept on making signs to me in this way. 
I asked him what it was that he wished me to under- 
stand? Presently he received strength to speak ; he 
began blessing God for the good which he had received 
exclusively at our chapel — he told me that he was 
going to heaven, he then blessed me in the name of 
the Lord, and bade me go on in the good work. 
When I awoke I had much joy in my soul, and 
resolved to go and see the said old man, who I had 
heard the evening before was very ill. Two of our 
friends this morning (Sunday) at the chapel, informed 
me that they were just come from him, that he was 
rejoicing in the Lord, that he appeared near his end, 
and that he wished to see me. Immediately after the 
afternoon service I visited him; I found him apparently 
insensible, and for a short time doubted much whether 
I should be able to have any intercourse at all with 
him: he appeared to be dying. A person present, 
however, resolved to speak to him ; he then shewed 
some small signs of consciousness, but, as soon as my 
name was mentioned he awoke as one out of sleep, 
and rallied with such vigour and joy that he appeared 
as though he was in perfect health. He then spoke 
freely and delightfully of what God had done for his 
soul — of his firm faith in the Bedeemer's merits — 
of his sure and certain hope of glory — and of the 
goodness of that God that had so graciously led his 
aged, erring, footsteps to hear the gospel at our chapel. 
There appeared such a heavenly serenity of mind, such 
joy unspeakable and peace, that it was impossible to 
be gloomy in his presence. We then prayed with 
him, and gladly commended his happy spirit into the 
bands of his merciful and ever-blessed Redeemer. 
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Within an hour after this took place he entered into 
the joy of his Lord, and I was informed of it just 
soon enough to acquaint the congregation at the 
chapel of the circumstance, and to sing in reference 
thereto the appropriate hymn, page 52, — 

' Blessing, honor, thanks, and praise, 
Pay we gracious God to Thee.' 

He. was at the chapel the Sunday before, but so 
decrepit that he walked with two crutches, bending 
almost double. His name was Joseph Hopkins, aged 
(I suppose) about eighty." 

"January 1st, 1835. Anniversary prayer-meeting 
at six o'clock in the morning. Seven years have 
elapsed this morning since the chapel was opened : 
during that period I have spoken the Word of Life 
there fourteen hundred times — ^many hundreds of 
people must, of course, have heard that word, many 
of them we know have died happy in the Lord, and 
many more are now following on to know the Lord. 
The congregations are still good ; the society live in 
love and usefulness — the tracts are still distributed — 
the Sunday-school flourishes. Above all things the 
Blessed Spirit's influences are clearly felt. We had a 
heart-cheering sense of the Divine presence this 
morning, while hundreds attended to usher-in the 
new year, with humble gratitude, love, and praise. 
Glory be to His great name. At the adults' and 
childrens' tea-meetings we had the same accustomed 
spiritual blessings vouchsafed." 

" January 24th, 1835. For the last ten days I have 
been in a state of sore trial and conflict — unwell in 
body, tossed to and fro in mind, refusing to be com- 
forted, bad cold which affected my voice,- great heavi- 
ness in my head ; could neither think, read, pray, or 
meditate, with any comfort. Could not carry-on the 
service at the chapel on Sunday last — evil suggestions 
to the mind — *Thy work is done, all is over with 
thee and with thy poor cause, an unprofitable servant 
cast out of the vineyard.' The language of my 
u2 
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deeply-humbled heart was, 'O Lord I am oppressed, 
undertake for me !' I clos^y examined all my works 
and ways — my secret thoughts, tempers, actions, and 
intentions — I confessed all my faults to Him who 
seeth in secret — I made those sacrifices and paid those 
vows which I thought He required, and I feebly looked 
again to His holy temple. Soon, all vanished, and at the 
chapel I had again precious health, great liberty, and 
joy unspeakable. Glory for ever be to His great 
name. Who, though He brings low, can soon raise us 
up again, and who always dehghteth in mercy. 

' Sudden I found Thee near to save, 
The fewer owned thy touch and fled.* '* 

" January 25th, 1835. Funeral sermon for Richard 
Carr, a poor man who had long been greatly afflicted. 
He received all his spiritual good at our chapel. He 
died, blessing God for His long-manifested love to 
him, and prayed that all the society might follow him 
to glory. His disease was the iropsy in the worst 
stage ; his body was literally a mass of most ofi^ensive 
corruption, yet no murmuring word ever escaped his 
peaceiul lips. His last words were, ' All is well, all 
is well, I am coming.' " 



" Honor thy father and mother." 

One day, walking in Warminster churchyard, as I 
love often to do for pensive edification, while reading 
an epitaph^ a stranger came hastily towards me wearing 
a saUor's uniform, he was apparently just come from 
sea. He eagerly sought for some particular spot or 
grave, and having found it, instantly burst into a flood 
of undissembled tears which pierced my heart. For 
some time he could not speak — at length, with difli- 
,culty, I got him to assign the reason of his most 
distressing grief. " 0," said he, " there lies my poor 
mother, and I broke her heart /" In solemn silence I 
withdrew, leaving him to his deep but unavailing 
grief: at the same time ^' I looked on it and received 
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instruction." I trust it made me a better preacher. 
" Honor thy father and mother^ which is the first 
commandment with promise ; that it may be well with 
thee, and that thou mayest live long on the earth.** — 
Ephes. vi. 2, 3. 

Reader. — Knowest thou not that it is written in 
the fiery Law of the great, the terrible God ! the God 
of the spirits of all flesh, (Deut. xxvii. 16.) ^^ Cursed 
be he that setteth light by his father or mother.^^ If 
thou hast incurred any measure of this sad guilty then 
hear my voice^ I have a most peremptory message of 
God to thee. Instantly put this book out of thy 
polluted hands, and, before wrath is revealed, go 
quickly and make the best atonement in thy power to 
thy injured parents : humble thyself before them and 
before Almighty God ! Cost what it may, I charge 
thee, without reserve or delay, to make full compen- 
sation and sin no more. Depend upon it there is a 
day of terrible visitation coming, " the sound of his 
master's feet is heard behind him" — Ezekiel's roll is 
about to be unfolded^ and "it is written therein 
mourning, lamentation, and woe." I perceive that 
the storm is hastening in thy direction, Eemember 
it is unchangeably decreed that ''heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but not one jot or tittle of the law 
shall fail." I say then (all excuse apart) "Agree 
with thine adversary quickly whiles thou art in the way 
with him ; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee 
to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, 
and thou be cast into prison. Verily I say unto thee^ 
thou shalt by no means come out thence till thou hast 
paid the uttermost farthing." — Matt. v. 25, 26. 

Only let the dreadful dart once strike through thy 
liver (Prov. vii. 23), and dread eternity itself shall 
never extract it The Lord help thee to look on the 
poor sailor and at once be wise. 

" February 22nd, 1 835. Preached Mrs. Amy Gibbs* 

funeral sermon — though she died at Frome, yet we 

always considered her as one of us. I shall for ever 

owe her a large debt of christian obligation. At her 

u3 
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particular request I was to perform this last christian 
duty — truly she highly deserved this respect. The 
text was ' God is love.' She was aged ninety-two years, 
and had been a steady member of the Methodist society 
for sixty years. Her late husband was once one of 
the Kev. J. Wesley's itinerant preachers. She was 
quite ready to meet the Bridegroom — was singing his 
praises the greater part of the last night — she knew 
the Rev. J, Wesley and many of the old preachers — 
I have been intimately acquainted with her for thirty- 
four years — hundreds of times I have taken sweet 
counsel with her. When a resident in this town she 
always had some weekly religious meeting held at her 
house. She was ^a widow indeed/ a true godly 
matron. She always loved and blessed our cause at 
the Common — nothing rejoiced her so much as to 
hear of our prosperity. Her last words were 

* My God I am thine, what a comfort divine. 
What a blessing to know that my Jesus is ^line.' 

It was at her house that the little select band of 
four or five persons met weekly for many years, on 
Sunday and Tuesday evenings, for singing, reading, 
and religious conversation. It was from them issued 
all the improvements in George-street chapel, also all 
the religious services at Warminster Common. The 
first ten years (up to 1818) we had met there one 
thousand and forty times, and six hundred times also 
at William Haipes's. The total of those meetings up 
to the removal of the former, and death of the latter, 
could not be less than two thousand times." 

"March 17th, 1835. Another member just gone 
to glory, — old Thomas Bedford. He died blessing 
Almighty God for the good which he had gotten 
exclusively among us. * I have no doubt' said he ' of 
my future happiness ; Christ is all in all to me ; I 
shall bless God to all eternity that your chapel was 
ever built.'" 

" April 30th, 1835. A day of much interest to me, 
to my friends, and the public at large, but more 
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especially to the cause at the Common. A most 
unkind and powerful combination was formed, to 
remove me from the secular office which I have held 
in this parish for the last sixteen years. My praying 
friends, hearing of it, were all at their posts : at the 
appointed time for deciding it, up came a body of 
voters to help me, and I had a majority of ninety- 
three. Thanksgivings on my behalf are redounding 
from many hearts, all of them praising Almighty 
God, and again singing ' With Thy own right 
hand and holy arm hast Thou gotten Thyself the 
victory.' Be it remembered that the needy cause at 
the chapel must have support ; and I must still con- 
tinue to pay largely for the privilege of preaching the 
gospel to the poor. Therefore I must earn something^ 

" May 3rd, 1835, (Sunday). Gladly paid my vows 
again in the Lord's house, in the presence of his 
people. I had great liberty of speech while preaching 
on these words, ' So let all thine enemies perish O 
Lord, but let all them that love thee be as the sun 
when he goeth forth in his might.* It was a blow 
aimed again at thy blessed cause, chiefly.'' 

[The popular leader in this transaction, within a 
year, fled for ever his native country. The day before 
this took place, with tears, he informed me, that 
his treacherous friends had at last betrayed him. 

O what an odour, rank as from the bottomless pit, 
was diflfused far and wide, when this splendid bubble 
burst.] 

"May 31st, 1835. Baptized a child three months 
old, purposely brought from Frome, by friends who 
love us not in word only, but in deed and in truth, 
who during the whole ceremony fixed its lovely little 
eyes steadily on me, smiling all the while ; appearing 
to partake substantially of the joy of the sacred 
ordinance — a sense df the divine presence seemed to 
rest on us all. I ask, when our blessed Lord ' took 
them in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed 
them,' did he not make them happy ? And cannot he 
do the same now ? Doubtless — to them, he is aU love" 
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This year (1835), a new and very commodious 
building was erected at Sambourne, near the church, 
for the education of the poor; numerous children 
from the Common as well as from the town constantly 
attend there. Infants' and girls' school on week-days 
— boys and girls on Sundays — teachers very efficient. 
The children are all expected to attend the established 
church. The expenditure incurred on this accounty 
in addition to that of the new church, must have been 
very great. 

"June 10th, 1835. Drank tea with about seventy 
little children, a most delightful season — quite as much 
so as the adults' tea-meeting. About an hour before 
the time for assembling, there came one of the most 
dreadful thunder-storms ever witnessed in the town j 
the houses in George-street were flooded. Faith was 
sorely tried thereby, but it all ceased, and the weather 
was fine by the appointed time. 

^ And fear gave place to filial love, 
And joy o'erflowed our hearts.' " 

"December 21st, 1835. The last few months I 
have had severe exercises, inwardly and outwardly — 
both as it respects my worldly circumstances, and my 
bodily health — the probable loss of relations, and of 
some valuable acquaintances. At times, the weight 
of these things has pressed down my soul, and although 
they have not operated to the hindering of the chapel 
services, yet I have often labored therein in the very 
fire. God, my God, has not however utterly forsaken 
me, or forgotten to be gracious ; for some days I have 
enjoyed great serenity of mind, which assures my 
heart afresh before him. This morning I awoke with 
a sweet sense of his soul-composing presence, and I 
can again say 'I am waiting for thy salvation, O Lord." 
The outward storms, if they have not been entirely 
removed, have assumed a milder aspect, and I am 
striving again to receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child — ^laboring to do His will more fully— learning 
more than ever to be nothing, that God may be all in 
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all. Let the Lord be magnified who hath pleasure in 
the prosperity of his servant. 

* So even in storms my faith shall grow, 
So shall I thy hid sweetness know ; 
And feel, what endless age shall prove, 
That thou, my Lord, my God, art loVe.' " 

" December 30th, 1835. Drank tea with the society 
as usual ; a refreshing time — ^no falling off — rather 
the contrary." 

"January 1st, 1836. Six o'clock morning prayer- 
meeting — good attendance. The Divine presence 
most sensibly and thankfully felt. This is the ninth 
time which we have been permitted to meet in this 
way ; about two hundred persons with many children 
were present. Children's tea-meeting in the evening 
— a delightful treat : so there is no reason to complain. 
The cause flourishes, the tracts are distributed as usual, 
deaths and removals sometimes grieve us, but the 
Lord is good ; he does not take his Holy Spirit from 
us. With the new year, fresh vows are laid upon us, 
we hope to be faithful. The good Lord pardon, 
strengthen, and save us all, and make us wise unto 
salvation, now and ever. Amen. The services at the 
new church are regularly kept up ; they do not at all 
interfere with us. We trust that they help the Lord's 
blessed work in one way and we in another, and we 
hope that we neither think nor speak evil of one 
another." 

"May 15th, 1836, (Sunday). A large eclipse of 
the sun, just at the time of the afternoon preaching. 
The people were very solemn while I spoke from the 
text, 2 Peter iii. 10. * But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night, in the which the heavens 
shall pass away, &c." In the evening I continued 
the subject from the llth and 12th verses, 'Seeing 
then that all these things shall be dissolved, &c.' 
The same day we commenced collecting for the 
Wesleyan Missionaries, by a box placed near the door 
of the chapel, and the beginning was good. Another 
small advance in good things I hope." 
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"Mbj 24th, 1836, (Whit-Tuesday). Delightful 
tea-meetings, both the adults' and children's. Our 
cause still prospers, the chapel is well attended, 
although two other denominations have recently 
commenced services at the Common, at the same time 
as ours, and very near our chapel. Observe ! all the 
Commoners are not yet converted. 

The union workhouse was builded this year, near 
the Common." 

"August 7th, 1836. Preached a harvest sermon — 
Text Levit. xxiu. 14, presenting at the same time in 
the Lord's blessed courts, three of the best ears of wheat 
that could be procured ; a small but genuine specimen 
of his great, imfailing, providential, power and love ; 
designed as a gratefdl representation of the whole 
com harvest: being the consecrated y^rx^yrut to as we 
called them, or a free-will offering. The people 
seemed much edified. I never yet understood that 
all formal thank-offerings were abolished with the 
Jewish ritual. Why, I ask, should there not be an 
annual service everywhere, specially appointed, to 
celebrate the Divine goodness, and to magnify Uis 
holy name, for sending ^ the appointed weeks of the 
harvest.' If others neglect this important and delight- 
ful duty, I hope always to be alive to it. I thought 
it also very seasonable to urge the people to remember 
the missionary box, which is now regularly placed at 
the chapel door ; and I am happy to state that the 
call was gladly responded to." 

" September 20Ui, 1836. A young man was killed 
by a cart opposite my door, about an hour before I 
was going to preach : he was just going to be married. 
I took the text from Psalm xc. 6. ' In the morning it 
flourisheth, and groweth up ; in the evening it is cut 
down, and withereth.' " 

''October 3 1 st, 1 836. His service is perfect freedom 
— ^my worldly callings, which are numerous, have 
lately created me no difficulty or toil. Generally I 
find that in proportion to my hearty, earnest, and 
faithful administration of His eternal truth on the 
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Sabbath, so does he manifest His most gracious 
presence and blessing in all things in the ensuing 
week. Blessed be His holy name. 

I have lately found great benefit arise from regularly 
explaining the lessons as I read them. . Many of the 
people expecting it, provide themselves with bibles, 
and turn to them as I proceed ; and it is truly pleasing 
to see their attention throughout. They always thank 
me for this edifying mode of exhibiting truth to their 
minds — some of them prefer it to preaching, so they 
say. It is said, Nehem. viii. 8. — * So they read in 
the book, in the law of God, distinctly, and gave the 
sense, and caused them to understand the reading.' 

The last week was a week chiefly of outward trial, 
inward conflict, and some bodily weakness ; but yes- 
terday (the Sabbath) a good and gracious God restored 
me to the full joys of his salvation, inwardly and out- 
wardly. I had great vigour of both body and mind, 
with great acceptance by the people. Surely I could 
say again, His service is perfect freedom. This day 
my worldly calling has created me no toil or difficulty ; 
His most gracious presence has been sensibly felt in 
all." 



RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTION. 

" Woe unto him that giveth hi? neighbour drink, that puttest thy 
bottle to him, and makest him drunken also ; the cup of the 
Lord's right hand shall be turned unto thee, Slc" — Uabak. 
ii. 15, 16." 

From time immemorial it was the custom in this 
town, after holding the annual " Court Leet/^ for the 
parties summoned there to dine together. I am sorry to 
state that on those occasions intemperance, dissipation, 
and impure conversation, always greatly prevailed. 

In process of time, there was, however, great im- 
provement made in the regulations adopted there, 
and they settled at length wisely and permanently 
down in the laudable temper mentioned in the Book 
of Esther i. 8., and thenceforward persons of sober 
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habits conld and did unhesitadngly attend, without 
danger or molestation. 

It was at one of the worst of those bacchanalian 
dinner parties, that the following painfol occorrence 
took place : — ' 

A yonng man who held an office under the lord of 
the manor, and who was at that time a yalnable mem- 
ber of the Methodist sodety, was required to attend 
in the capacity of waiter. The dinner hour was always 
late. Two of the leaders present who were **mighty 
to drink wine, and men of strengtli to mingle strong 
drink," (Isaiah ▼. 22.) set their evil eye on this 
religious attendant, '' this saitUy* as they called him, 
and watched diligently for an opportunity to ensnare 
him. Shortly after their dinner, they invited him to 
drink. He, not having taken food from break£eut 
time, and having been much employed, was greatly 
exhausted : he consented — ^finding him yielding easily, 
they filled what is called a rummer glass, with wine 
which they had previously mingled with a large 
portion of brandy : unconscious of his danger, and 
being unfortunately off his guard, he drank the whole. 
In a very short time, in their presence, he became 
violently sick and perfectly insensible. In this sad 
state he was speedily removed to his own habitation, 
there long and deeply to distress his amiable wife and 
friends, and also to bring a lasting reproach on the 
blessed cause of religion. As a matter of course, he 
was at once expelled the Methodist society: being 
thus greatly degraded, spiritually, he became hence- 
forth careless of his temporal concerns; his aflyrs 
soon became embarrassed, and in a short time he left 
the town, never more to return. I witnessed the 
whole of this transaction, and long and much did I 
mourn over him in the Lord, and in my wounded 
indignant heart often truly said, "Seest thou this, 
righteous Father, seest thou this ; and wilt thou ne'er 
repay ?" Unquestionably here was a most grievous 
instance of '^causing offence," as mentioned in 
Luke xvii. 1, 2. I believe the case substantially 
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applies in its most awful sense. It was impossible to 
calculate the amount of spiritual injury which the 
individual, as well as the cause of the blessed E>e>- 
deemer, hereby sustained. 

A few years rolled on, when one of the offending 
party ^^^6^. He was now particularly cautioned 
by nis medical attendant to avoid all excitement and 
excess: but the ^ Court Leef again drew near — ^he 
loved it — was very popular at the meeting. He ven- 
tured to risk his remaining strength on forbidden 
ground : he took his full part in the proceedings of 
that last fatal day ; and in that very room where he 
had ensnared the poor unsuspecting youth, and on 
the same occasion too, and also by drinking toine, he 
quickened the incipient disease in his constitution, 
which thenceforward rapidly progressed, and soon 
ended in death ; his affairs also, like the poor youth's, 
became greatly embarrassed, and his splendid career 
went out in great darkness. 

The other (his ungodly colleague in this transaction) 
survived two or three years longer. But at another 
feast — Abated, unceremonious death rudely paid him 
an unexpected visit, in the following way. Whilst in 
the act of drinking wine, suddenly his taste became 
vitiated : he cursed the waiter for bringing him 
such nauseous wine. In order somewhat to ap- 
pease his wrath, another bottle was furnished ; this 
also he equally cursed, although the waiter and the 
company alike bore testimony to its superior quality. 
"Then," said he, "I suppose that my cursed throat 
is out of order.^^ He had however a tew days more 
granted: that was aU. When his mortal remains 
were being conveyed to the place where they were so 
soon to see corruption, it so happened that the mourn- 
ful procession passed a certain ale-house, where a 
number of the lower class were purposely assembled 
to witness it ; on its announcement there was a 
simultaneous burst of bacchanalian joy manifested, at 
the thought of their iron-hearted parochial enemy 
being for ever removed ; and they actually called for 

X 
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more liqoor^ in order^ as they said, to celebrate the 
glad event. '* His cmsed body," said they, ''is gone 
to the grave — ^his soul to ." 

** There axe oo acts of pardon past. 
In the coM giaTe to which we haale ; 
Bot darknessy death, and long despair. 
Reign in eternal nlenee there.'* 

''Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." — 
Matt. vii. 14 

''And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God ; and the books were opened : and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life : and the dead 
were judged ont of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works. And whoso- 
eyer was* not fonnd written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire." — Rev. xx. 12. 

"O holy and most merdfol Savionr deliver ns not 
into the bitter pains of eternal death. Thou knowest. 
Lord, the secrets of onr hearts, shnt not thy merdfol 
ears to oar prayers ; but spare ns. Lord most holy, 
O God most mighty, O holy and merdfol Savionr, 
thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not at our 
last hour, for any pains of death to £dl from thee." — 
Burial Service." 

" November 28th, 1836. I was diis day appointed 
to the office of Registrar of Births and Deaths for the 
Warminster District, under the new B^ktradon Act. 
An objection having been stated from an influential 

Juarter, 'that I was not eligible to the office, because 
was what was called a dissenting minister; and 
therefore I should use that influence to proselyte 
persons to my persuasion.' [N.B. — I humbly hope 
that my persuanan, as it is called, ispure christiamty, 
if not, I must be in an awftil state indeed.] Finding 
that the said objection was likely to have weight if made 
at the time of election, I antidpated it, by previously 
writing the following letter to the chairman who was 
expected then to preside : — 

*Sir, — After your suggestions made to me this 
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morning, I referred to the register of baptisms kept 
at our diapel, and the result is, that, after possessing 
parochial influence, as assistant overseer of the poor 
of this parish for eighteen years, over two thousand 
individuals ; and ministerial influence over Ave hun- 
dred; after distributing, as secretary to the Warminster 
bible association, sixteen hundred copies of the 
scriptures among the poor of this parish ; circulating 
ten thousand tracts ; administering medical electricity 
for years, gratis, to hundreds ; fiirnishing hogsheads 
of wine to the poor in their sickness ; assisting yearly 
in the distribution of the Christmas gifts; and 
addressing them at the chapel two thousand five 
hundred times ; I have only baptized twelve children. 
So, it appears, that my zeal for proselytism has not 
been fervent/ 

This letter carried full conviction with it. When the 
influential character alluded to raised the said objection, 
it was met by this letter, and I had all the votes of the 
meeting excepting two (namely himself and his tenant) : 
there were twenty-fiv« voters. When I subsequently 
thanked the said chairman, for the valuable support 
which he had so kindly given me on this occasion, he 
told me that he had jHreviously communicated the 
contents of my letter to the vicar (Rev. W. D.) who 
said that he believed they were true. New vows. Thy 
vowSf are upon me, O Lord ! So I find that serving 
Thy poor, in the gospel of Thy Son, has not at afi 
injured me in temporal concerns yet : be it under- 
stood, that I am obliged to accept any lawful pecuniary 
help offered, because of the great demand continually 
made on me in this way, to carry on His blessed work 
at the Common." 

" December 28th, 1836. Tea-meetings as usual, 
with the same solid pleasure and profit. But, not- 
withstanding this season of the year is generally 
expected to associate therewith great joy and gladness 
— death — cruel, inexorable, interposing death, has 
been again blasting sensual enjoyments and causing 
some families to ^ go softly.' 
x2 
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* GreeD as a bay-tree, ever green, 

With its new foliage on, 
The gay, the tfaonghtleas^ I have seen ; 

I pattied, and they were gone.' 

*0 Lord, how soon is the fig-tree which Thou 
carsedst withered away.' And what am I ? A poor 
pensioner on Thy daily bounty; nothing else ! *So 
teach me to nnmber my days, that I may apply my 
heart unto wisdom.' " 

*' Dec. 28th, 1836. We have had sadly to mourn 
this season, on account of the immense injury done to 
the cause of God by the almost universal imgodly 
feasting. Christmcu Day came this year on the 
Sabbathy and the attendance on Divine worship was 
most disgraceful, not half the usual number were 
there ; even the Sunday-school children greatly par- 
took of the unhallowed joy. Drunkenness and 
gluttony prevailing everywhere, giving birth to 
moumnil calculations; distressing the ministers — . 
strengthening infidelity — creating plenty of new work 
for repentance. Depend upon it, it will be a long 
while before the lost spiritual ground will be recovered 
and the iniquity pureed. O soul- destroying, God- 
dishonoring conduct, mus treasuring up wrath against 
the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgments of God." 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

Cabb 57. Aged fifteen. — Deafness for half a year ; broken chil- 
blains ; weak eyes — coold eee but little on one of them. Chilblains 
cored, sparks twice ; sight and hearmg benefited. 

58. Aged twenty-five. •— Scorbutic eroption all over her face for 
the last seven years. Sparks a fortnight ; perfectly cared. 

59. Aged sizty-foar.— Rheumatism, could not raise her arm to 
her head. Sparks twice ; perfectly cured. 

60. Aged fourteen. — Wen in her neck for a considerable time. 
Sparks; great benefit. 

61. Aged thirty. — Swollen knee for a month, could not walk» 
occasioned by a violent bruise — it resisted aU medical applications. 
Ten applications of sparks chiefly ; perfectly cored. 
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INFLUENZA AND TYPHUS-FEVEE LET LOOSE MOST 

GRIEVOUSLY ON THE WHOLE KINGDOM; 

MIS8I0NAET AND OTHEB MEETINGS j NEW 

GALLEET ERECTED IN THE CHAPEL; FUNERAL 
SERMONS; AND OTHER INFORMATION. 

" January 18th, 1837. An angry God has taken up 
the above insult so grossly offered to His truth, to 
His ministers, to His holy day and people, and is 
beginning terribly to avenge the just quarrel of His 
covenant. Truly our God is now a consuming fire. 
The influenza and tjrphus-fever are let loose on the 
guilty nation: thousands are already 'turning their 
faces to the wall,' or are made to 'go softly.' In 
this town the influenza is rapidly advancing; almost 
every house has sickness in it. Every Sabbath I am 
compelled by the signs of the times to lift up my 
voice as a trumpet, and to shew the people their sins. 
I can scarcely tlunk of preaching any consolation ; 
the wrath of God is so clearly revealed and so fear- 
fully working." 

''January 30th, 1837. The last week has been a 
week of most awful visitation throughout the kingdom. 
Guilty England has been weighed in the balance and 
found wanting. Truly it is now found a fearful thing 
indeed to fall into me hands of the living God. 
The late Christmas Sabbath-breaking and soul-des- 
troying bacchanalian feasting has been quickly turned 
into grievous mourning and lamentation. What the 
people then profanely swallowed down, God most 
high in His righteous wrath, has made them truly to 
x3 
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Yomit up again. They sowed the wind, they are 
reaping the whirlwind ! O Lord, who can stand when 
once Ihou art angry ? 

The influenza has raged with such unprecedented 
violence that scarce a house hsjs escaped. The medical 
men have scarce strength left to attend to their 
numerous patients. The whole nation is alike affected 
— cities, towns, villages; yea, even the most seques- 
tered cottages, are all alike visited. In London the mor- 
tality is dreadful : it is reported that a thousand were 
buried in one day. In the country some die. Taking 
it in a general point of view, it is far worse than the 
cholera, because it is so universal. It came very near 
me ; my housekeeper had a severe attack : I only had 
a slight cold : through mercy, it did not interfere with 
me in Sabbath duties. In some places it is said that 
the churches and chapels have been closed, there 
being no ministers able to officiate. The attendance 
in every place is extremely thin, and the minister's 
voice can scarcely be heard for the loud and incessant 
coughing. Surely this is the Lord's controversy : 
truly the voice is as when the Almighty God himself 
spedketh. Five Sabbaths ago the sanctuaries were 
well-nigh deserted through ungodly feasting, now 
they cannot be attended because of affliction and 
death. It seems that the iniquity must be first 
throughly purged away before that privilege shall be 
restored. * The Lord is righteous in all His ways, 
and holy in all His works.' It appears to me that, 
were it not for these seasonable visitations, painful as 
they are, vital godliness would soon disappear from 
among us. Without them, the ministers may preach 
themselves to death and despair, but the people 
would not believe. In their affliction, it is said, they 
will seek me early. Now is the time, more par- 
ticularly, for the watchmen to be all awake, and to 
give the trumpet a certain sound — to roar in Zion — 
to cause the people to know their abominations — to be 
of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. O 
Lord, my Lord, I humbly trust that I am awake to 
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these, thy just judgments, and that I do, profitably, 
discern the signs of the times : assuredly tlus day did 
not come on me unawares : for months past I have 
done little else than warn the people of Warminster 
Common of approaching judgments : in my mind's 
eye I saw this day afar o£ O Lord, I beseech Thee, 
in wrath remember mercy. We are brought very 
low ; do Thou in mercy remember all those who have 
long sighed and cried for the abominations done in the 
midst. 

< Whilst thou Tisitest the nations, 

Thy selected people spare ; 
Arm oar cautioned souls with patience, 

Fill our humbled hearts with prayer.' 

The outward and visible means whereby this terrible 
desolation was commenced and is still kept up, is, an 
excessively heavy, dull^ damp atmosphere — neither 
sun, moon, or stars, can be seen — ^night and day the 
dulness and dampness are the same — no frost, no hard 
rain, no wind — the streets are covered with mud ; it 
has been so for several weeks. The dampness pene- 
trates our clothing and habitations ; we breathe it 
night and day, and no doubt for want of circulation, 
it must be greatly impregnated with noxious effluvia. 
The deaths are still truly alarming." 

"February 10th, 1837. The influenza still prevails, 
although it is supposed that it is generally a little 
subsiding. Many are getting better, but many are yet 
struggling hard with the disease. Twenty deaths 
occurred in this town in one week : in neighbouring 
places, they say, that the mortality is still greater. In 
London it is, and has been, most dreadful. It is chiefly 
persons advanced in life who fall victims, few children 
die ; the constitutions of thousands who may survive, 
no doubt will long feel its sad effects. Medical men 
say that the spring of the year will introduce fevers : 
but I say this entirely depends on the moral effect 
which has been hereby produced. If one visitation 
brings the people to their spiritual senses, one will do 
— if not, the controversy will go on. The Divine law 
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most be magnified and made honorable. Let the 
people all accept their punishment; let them confess 
and forsake their sins, and truly turn to God, and 
their captivity shall soon be turned ; for He delighteth 
in mercy. In a moment He can say to the destroying 
angel, ' It is enough, stay now thy hand.' 

We had a gracious sense of the Divine presence 
this evening, at our prayer-meeting: we cQd truly 
rejoice in the God of our salvation. Not one of our 
society has died ; a few of them have been slightly 
affected. My unceasing prayer is on all occasions. 
Evermore spare useful lives, Lord, we humbly 
beseech Thee, spare Thy people, govern them and 
lift them up for ever. * Then shaU ye turn and dis- 
cern between the righteous and the wicked, between 
him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.' 
— ^Malachi iii 18. Amen." 

*' February 18th, 1837. The influenza is abating 
very fast; we hear of no new cases; the general 
health is improving ; a great weakness of body how- 
ever attaches itself for some time afterwards. I hope 
that great moral good has been produced : the people 
have had a deep and distressing dispensation in very 
deed to pass through : affliction has made them more 
wise and humble, we hope. The last Sabbath all the 
places of worship were better attended, and there is a 
general acknowledging of the hand of Almighty God 
in this righteous visitation. There is moreover greater 
liberty of speech in the ministry, which it is good 
always to feel : it is a bad sign when the preacher's 
chariot "wheels drag heavily. 

Blessed be His great and holy name, my heavenly 
Father throughout has mercifully spared me : in time 
of trouble. He kindly hid me in His pavilion. I 
rejoice greatly in His work ; and I think that I never 
had greater Divine conmiunion than during this painful 
visitadcm. O for grace to keep it ! 
^ Give me to tnut In thee, 
Be thou my sore abode ; 
My hora, and rock, and backler be, 
My Saviour and my God.' " 
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"April 9th, 1837. At our chapel service this 
evening, I made some allusions to the recent death of 
the Marquess of Bath. I gladly did it, for he well 
deserved great christian respect. The attendants at 
his fonerd extended for half a mile in length ; every- 
body loved him, and I believe that the mourning 
displayed at his loss was both just and genuine." 

" May I7th, 1837, (Whitsuntide). Tea-meeting at 
the chapel, as usual ; the dear 'litde ones' forming an 
interesting part thereof. At our public services I 
always pray specially for the children who are present, 
taking care therein to use such simple language as 
they can weU understand. As I happened to call at a 
cottage one day, where a number of little children 
were taught, their teacher informed me that, there 
was great murmuring among the children that mornings 
because, they said, *the strange preacher, who preached 
yesterday at the chapel, never prayed for the children^ 
they therefore did not want him to come there any 
more !' In my heart I said. Lord help me greatly to 
profit by this just reproof, and if I ever hereafter 
forget to pray for ' Thy little ones,' let my right hand 
forget its cunning." 

** June Ist, 1837. Attended the anniversary of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Meeting, at George- 
street chapel, and for the first time in my life trem- 
blingly ventured on the platform, and made what is 
called *a speech.' It seemed to be my christian 
duty so to do — and, observe, it was the first ever heard 
specially from the Common. What I said, referred 
chiefly to the great work accomplished there ; a true 
field of missionary labour, where missionary exertions 
were needed quite as much as in any dark spot on the 
face of the whole earth. I contrasted its former state 
of darkness and depravity, with its present state of 
improvement and prosperity ; and when I presented 
the proceeds of our missionary box, £9 : 10 : 6, (the 
humble first-fruits of Warminster Common to that 
great cause) there was a general shout of acclamation, 
which showed deep and heart-felt joy. My motion 
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\ seconded by the Bey. Thomas Martin, the chair- 
man of the Badi district, who, on hearing my report, 
and seeing onr success, especially as to the unexpected 
amount of contribution to their fund from so poor a 
place, kindling with sacred fire forthwith took up the 
subiect heartily and devoutly, enlarged on the work 
with uncommon zeal and abiUty, and dearly shewed 
how it exactly corresponded with numerous cases in 
their great field of missionary labour. ' How certain,' 
said he, 'how delightful, are the blessed effects alwa}^ 
produced where a fidthfnl ministry is established.' 
He concluded by most affectionately bidding us God 
speed. ' But,' says he, ' you shall no longer call your 
place barren, desolate, depraved, degraded Warminstar 
Common ; but it shall have a new name, it shall be 
called ' Paradise J ^ It is a, paradise, compared with 
what it formerly was : its ancient reproach is wiped 
away for ever and it lifts up its head. I say again it 
shall be called Paradise ; this, now and fix>m hence- 
forth shall be its honored name.' 

It is impossible to describe the effect produced by 
this most eloquent and appropriate speech ; for nearly 
an hour the people's attention was rivetted, throughout 
its delivery every eye glistened with joy, and every 
tongue, every heart, responded. And to confirm the 
whole, the hand and die pocket also shewed the 
genuineness of feeling, by the liberal collection then 
made. 

I would observe that the most delightful prospect 
of this village, now so wonderfully transformed and 
newly called ' Paradise,^ may be haa by taking a walk 
from the church at Samboume towards Henford's- 
marsh ; when advanced about a quarter of a mile let 
any person look back and take a view of the lovely 
scenery there presenting itself, and let him imagine, u 
he can, that the ' High and Holy One that inhabits 
eternity,' does in very deed dwell with man on the 
earth, and that to the humble poor he ever looks, and 
to them always sweetly reveals his adorable truth, 
goodness, and love, — he will most assuredly be deeply 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EXTRACTS FROM A DIARY. 239 

impressed with the grandeur and the glory of the 
place. O Lord^ all is Thine !" 

[N.B. — The above should be read in connexion with 
the extract from a diary, dated July 28th, 1818, page 
62 in this work.] 

"You know what it is to dwell in Christ, and Christ 
in you. like Jacob's ladder, although your bodies 
are on earth, yet your souls and hearts are in heaven, 
and by your faith and constant recollection, like the 
blessed angels, you do always behold the face of your 
Father which is in heaven." — Whitfield. 

" July 8th, 1837. This day the funeral of the late 
King of England takes place. Last Saturday the late 
Marquess of Bath was consigned to his last resting- 
place. Only a few months ago his truly honored 
father was buried. I attended the said funeral, and 
stood on the spot where about forty-one or forty-two 
years ago I witnessed the interment of his grandfather. 
So three generations of nobility have passed away in 
my short time. Lord, what is man, what am I? 
Nothing, less than nothing, except what I am spiritu- 
ally in Thee : except what I daily possess of that 
eternal life which Thou givest me in Thy dear Son, 
— 1 John v. 13. Vanity, vanity, all besides is vanity." 

" December 27th, 1837. Our usual tea-meetings 
for both adults and children are still kept up, and still 
enjoyed, — no lack." 

" January 1st, 1838. Six o'clock morning prayer- 
meeting at the chapel. Although the weather was 
wet and the morning very dark the chapel was almost 
filled ; eleven persons engaged in prayer, and a sacred 
influence rested on the whole assembly : great indeed 
'was our rejoicing in the Lord. It was exactly ten 
years ago that we opened the chapel, and all our 
proceedings in reference thereto, hitherto have proved, 
we think, that the thing proceeded wholly from the 
Lord. Under such unquestionable manifestations of 
His abiding love, we cannot but thank him and take 
courage." 

" January 20th, 1838. Last year at this time we 
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had that distressing scourge called the influenza let 
loose on this guilty land. The weather is now exceed- 
ingly severe — for the last fortnight it has frozen ni^ht 
and day without the least intermission : this morning 
at six o'clock the thermometer was at twelve degrees. 
Last week the Eoyal Exchange, London, was burnt 
to the ground, for (no doubt) local as well as national 
sins. Perhaps there was little or no fear of God in 
that place. See Matt. xxi. 12, 13." 

"February 27th, 1838. Twenty-seven deaths in 
this parish in twenty-seven consecutive days ! I have 
had (officially) to register them. I scarce believe that 
I still survive. If this will not give energy to 
preaching, I ask, what will ? O Lord who can stand 
in thy sight when thou art angry ? ' We are crushed 
before the moth.' " 

"June 6th, 1838. Whitsuntide tea-meetings as 
usual, both of them enjoyed much." 

" June 1 1th, 1838. I have this year already regis- 
tered (officially) one hundred and thirty-one deaths in 
this parish, in one hundred and thirty-one consecutive 
days! commencing February 1st to June llth. So I 
have daily communion with death, in very deed. The 
funeral bell is tolled nearly every day. I have had 
matter enough to preach about. The small-pox and 
measles have done much towards this great and awful 
mortally, but other diseases have fully done their 
part. Our chapel is still well attended and the people 
hear with attention, and the preacher preaches truly 
as a dying man to dying men, never knowing which 
will be the last time. O Lord ! Thy will be done. 
It is hardly anything else now but * Earth to earth — 
ashes to ashes— dust to dust.* " 

"June 28th, 1838. Coronation of the Queen of 
England, llie excitement now generally abroad 
makes all faithful ministers warn the people, to take 
heed that their hearts be not overcharged with sur- 
feiting and drunkenness. A most idteresting sight 
presented itself in our Market-place this day— one 
thousand children and upwards dined there together ; 
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the weather was very fine. In the evening I drank 
tea with our teachers at the chapel. Ours was pore 
christian joy, which leaves no sting behind. At this 
meeting the idea originated of erecting a gallery in 
the chapel. We thank Thee, O Lord, for all." 



The apostle's direction to the Thessalonians must 
be understood to apply, of course at this time, chiefly 
to themselves, to their own salvation and happiness. 
They were holy persons; matured believers ; as such, 
they had for themselves, most unquestionably, a solid, 
permanent source of rejoicing. So has every believer 
now. There may, and will be some painful attacks 
made on his joy, and some obstructions attempted ; 
occasionally he may be in heaviness through manifold 
temptations : notwithstanding, I do not deny, but 
believe, that there may be such an abiding in God ! 
' such an overshadowing of his adorable presence ; such 
an habitual drawing of comfort from himself alone, 
as not to be greatly moved by any outward things. 
It is a fact I believe, that whenever we experience 
disappointment in any way, we expected good to arise 
out of the desired object : ihat is, we thought that our 
happiness somewhat consisted in the enjoyment of 
this or that thing. It may be a good thing intended,, 
even the success or prosperity of truth or religion, or 
the accomplishment of some other laudable design. 
Now, good as these desires are, and pleasant as they 
may be to us in their fruition, yet, observe, these 
things are not God / they are at best but emana- 
tions of his love, and though now blasted or obstructed, 
they need not by any means lessen our supreme love, 
hope, or joy. Observe, I am now speaking of very 
high attainments in the divine life. I beHeve that 
the perfection of Christianity, consists in a most 
incomprehensible absorption of all the powers of the 

Y 
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soul and mind into God: into complete unity and 
fellowship with him. When this is the case, you do 
not, yon cannot, feel the fluctuations of human affairs 
— no, not those even of a religious nature, so as much 
to move you ; for God is all in all to you, he fully 
occupies and satisfies your soul. 

'< Yes thou knowest thy joyful spirit, 

Knew no unfulfilled desire ; 
Longing stiU, and still receiving 

Fuel for that heavenly fire." 

"Sept. 23th, 1838. The new gallery is finished, 
and was immediately occupied; it will seat about 
seventy persons. We had a special children's tea- 
meeting on the occasion ; upwards of a hundred of 
these accepted little ones were present, who gladly 
brought at least one penny each towards the expenses 
incurred. We do not much regard their money, but 
we rejoice greatly to have their precious hearts^ 

** December 2nd, 1838. Improved the death of our 
dear young Mend and helper, Elizabeth Gaisford, 
aged twenty- two years, who died on Monday last, *in 
sure and certain hope of a blessed resurrection to 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' She 
had long been a useful tract distributor and Sunday- 
school teacher amongst us. Her christian experience 
was sound and scriptural. On the Friday immediately 
preceding her death, she said ' O mother, how happy 
I am.' On the Sabbath following, she expressed some 
disappointment at not being permitted to spend that 
day in heaven ; but added, 'if it be for the glory of 
God I am willing to suffer longer !' On the day of her 
death, her mother seeing her so exhausted said, 'you 
will not hold it long;' she replied, * Glory be to God; 
I have no doubt or fear!' adding, 'when I am so 
weak that I cannot speak, if I am happy in the pros- 
pect of eternal glory, I will hold up my finger if I 
am able.' These were her last words. Shordy after 
the appointed signal was given, she held up her finger, 
sank into a composed state, and died. 

She wished me to improve the event, chiefly in 
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reference to her class of school children and young 
pei^sons generally. ' Be sure to tell them/ said she, 
*that if they have not the grace of God in their 
hearts, they can never die happy.' She then gave 
me three shillings and sixpence to put into the mis- 
sionary-box, adding these important and significant 
words, 'I cannot do this when I am gone.* The 
chapel was crowded to excess, even the new gallery 
was found insufficient to meet the demand for room ; 
a deathlike silence pervaded the whole service ; but 
the most affecting of all was to witness the school 
children, profusely weeping undissembled tears, who 
had thus for ever lost their beloved teacher. I looked 
till I almost wept too. One of them, with streaming 
eyes, took hold of Mr. Moors' hand (the chief man- 
ager) and in all the eloquence of the most poignant 
grief, said, ^I will be a good girl so long as I 
live.' I had hard work indeed to get through the 
service ; I was obliged to cry bitterly in the spirit to 
the Lord for help. I so loved our useful departed 
friend that I could hardly bear the loss : it seemed a 
real chastisement, and in my rebellious heart I almost 
said. Lord, why hast thou so distressed us, by so 
prematurely removing such a valuable helper. As I 
proceeded, however, my strength increased, and after 
a service of two hours length, I ended stronger in 
body and in mind than when I began. ^Be thou 
exalted Lord, in thine own strength ; so will we sing 
and praise thy power.' But many long and moumml 
seasons did I afterwards spend in that chapel, on 
witnessing 'David's place empty,' and no adequate 
supply given us in the needy and important work in 
which we were engaged." 

" December 27th, 1838. Profitable tea-meetings, 
as usual." 

"January 1st, 1839. The new year's six-o'clock 
morning prayer-meeting was excellent. O how near 
we all seemed in spirit ' to the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem; and to the innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church 
y2 
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of the first-bom which are written in heayen, and to 
God the Jadge of all ; and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect : and to Jesus.' How reluctantly did 
we separate from such glorious fellowship. At the 
same hour of new-year's-day, 1828, the chapel was 
first feebly consecrated by the poor despised outcasts, 
'Grasshoppers in their sight, and so we were in our 
own sight.' But we are strangely living, labouring, 
and loving still ! Wonderful grace." 

'' January 6th, 1839. Epiphany Sunday returned 
for the first time since the chapel was opened, and the 
same Sunday lessons were read. See the account of 
the remarkable coincidence recorded Jan. 6th, 1828. 

The whole of the past year I have refrained from 
drinking all fermented ' liquors [N.B. — During my 
whole life I drank but exceedingly little of them] and 
I never enjoyed better health ; never worked harder. 
In addition to the six days' labour, I go through the 
three services of a Sabbath with only water, weak tea 
and a very little meat broth. I have never in all my life 
used tobacco or snuff; always considering them filthy, 
if not sinful habits, never to be indulged in by those 
who are, or ought to be, in soul and body dean. Of 
course I except any cases (if such there are) where 
they may be used purely medicinally — ^but not else. 

Epictetus, a Greek author, says, ^Do you wish to 
gain the prizes at the Olympic Games ? you must 
observe a strict regimen, must live on food which you 
dislike, you must abstain from all delicacies, must 
exercise yourself to bear heat and cold, and drink no 
wine as formerly.' 

' Inflaming^ wine, pemicions to mankind. 
Unnerves the limbs, and dulls the noble mind ; 
Let cbieft abstain.' 

Homer's Iliad. 

' Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy 
sons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, lest ye die : it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations.' — Lev. x. 9. Ezekiel 
xliv. 21. 
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Copy of a letter written by Sir Astley Cooper, Bart., 
to one of the members of the Temperance 
Society, London : — 

* July 4th, 1831. 
* My dear Sir, — No person has a greater hostility 
to dram-drinking than myself, insomuch that I never 
suffer any in my house, thinking them evil spirits. 
And if the poor could witness the white Uvers, 
the dropsies, the shattered nervous systems^ which I 
have witnessed, as the consequences of drinking, they 
would be aware that spirits and poisons are synony- 
mous terms.' " 

TElfPERANCE. 

The dying testimony of Archdeacon Jeffreys. He 
died within a week of its delivery. 

" Thirty-one years' experience in India had shown 
him the bad results of the use of strong drinks. He 
had had a lar^e number of European soldiers and 
sailors under his care, and he found that he could do 
them no good but as he persuaded them to adopt the 
principle of total abstinence. As to the moderate use 
of strong drinks, either as a preventative or a remedy, 
it was altogether in vain. Indeed, to be moderate in 
the use of strong drink they found to be impossible. 
He had found, from the experience of many years, 
that men could not be moderate — but that they could 
abstain. Almost all the crimes committed in the army 
— courts-martial — ^soldiers sentenced to be shot, hung, 
or transported — proceeded from the use of strong 
drink. When they obtained liberty for a day, if they 
had a little money in their pockets, they generally 
went to some place where strong drinks were sold, 
and seldom left till they were drunk. Hence he (the 
Archdeacon) took the position of a teetotaler, which 
he had sustained for about ten years. He had 
enjoyed uninterrupted health for thirty-one years, 
and his health had rather improved than otherwise, 
since he had been a teetotaler. But not only were 
many soldiers and sailors injured by strong drink, but 
y3 
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through its use the cross of Christ was despised, hi« 
name was blasphemed, and the preaching of the bles- 
sed truth was rendered of none effect. A large por- 
tion of native christians were spread over Madras ; and 
inconsequence of the numerous cases of intemperance 
among them the name of christian was synonymous with 
that of drunkard : and when the Hindoos called a 
man a christian, they, for the most part, meant that 
he was a drunkard. So, among the converts of the 
Church Missionary Society and of the American 
Board of Missions, many had fallen through strong 
drink ; for when once the natives broke caste, and 
became christians, they were no longer restrained from 
the use of strong drinks, and they became far worse 
than if they had never embraced Christianity. For 
one really converted christian, as the fruit of missionary 
labour — for one person * born again of the Holy Spirit' 
and made ^ a new creature in Christ Jesus' — for one 
such person, the drinking practices of the English had 
made one thousand drunkards. That was a sad 
thought, but it was the solemn truth. If the English 
were driven out of India to-morrow, the chief trace 
of their having been there, would be, the number of 
drunkards they left behind." — 

Friendly Visitor, July, 1850. 
I beg leave to add the following to the above sad 
statement. (1850). For more than thirty years I 
have regularly attended the petty and quarter sessions 
of the peace held in this town, and I am convinced 
that nearly or quite two-thirds of the disgraceful 
transactions there exhibited, have arisen directly or 
indirectly from excessive drinking. I have also been 
intimately connected with a religious society for nearly 
fifty years, and I can boldly affirm that the greater 
part of the numerous cases of backsUding, apostacy, 
and other offences, that have there occurred, have had 
the self -same origin. The apostle says 1 Cor. viii. 13, 
" If meat make my brother to o£fend, I will eat na 
flesh while th« world 6tandetb> lest I make my brother 
to offend," 
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"March 29th, 1839, (Good-Friday.) Good indeed 
to me from morning till night. All day engaged in 
nothing but the Lord's blessed services : twice at the 
church, — twice at the chapel. In the evening I 
addressed the people from the text * It pleased the 
Lord to bruise him, &c.' — Isaiah liii. 10, 11., with 
great liberty ; there was a good congregation. My 
soul was so filled with heavenly light, life, love, and 
joy unspeakable, that I literally groaned under its 
pressure : I could not bear more : it was a weight of 
glory. * I dared not in his presence move.' O what 
a manifestation ! what a foretaste of the powers of the 
world to come ! It remained with me all the evening 
and part of the next day. 

* Jesus substantial bread, 
If thou our spirits feed, 
Nothing can we want beside.' 

' In such access of mind, in such high hour 
Of visitation from the living God, 
Thought was not*— in er{joyment it expired. 
No thanks he breathed, he proffered no request, 
Rapt into still communion, that transcends 
Th* imperfect offices of prayer and praise.' 

Wordsworth. '* 

"April 28th, 1839. Funeral sermon for our friend 
Thomas Payne, a thoroughly-good poor man, univer- 
sally respected. There was a crowded congregation. 
Thirteen years ago he joined our society, and has 
continued a worthy member of it to the end : he was 
a tract-distributor, a Sunday-school teacher, and 
chapel-keeper. His general bodily health was always 
bad : a few days before his death he expressed himself 
as quite ready, quite happy, having no doubt or fear. 
His sufferings the day before his death were exceed- 
ingly great; we prayed hard for an abatement of pain, 
but could not be heard. He died 20th April, 1839. 
Had not his spiritual concerns been previously settled, 
it would have been quite impossible to have done 
anything therein now." 

" May 22nd, 1839. Tea-meetings as usual ; ninety- 
two children present, some of whom are in a promising 
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State as to their religious attainments." 

"June 17th, 1839. Anniversary missionary meet- 
ing. Went on the platform, pleaded earnestly for 
the good cause, and delivered them ten pounds, the 
proceeds of our missionary-box at the chapel in the 
last year." 

Oct. 25th, 1839. Centenary of Methodism. We 
had no other service or sacrifice but those of having 
the Sunday-school children and their teachers to tea, 
in the chapel, (there were ninety-eight — a most lovely 
sight), and a prayer-meeting held afterwards : and the 
best of all was * God was with us.' " 

"Jan. 1st, 1840. Anniversary, six o'clock morning 
prayer-meeting — a most refreshing season. Twelve 
persons engaged in prayer and praise ; a good con- 
gregation. The evening before (Sunday) I read the 
directions for renewing the covenant: during the 
whole time there was a death-like silence in the chapel, 
and good, we trust, was done. This evening we had 
our usual tea-meeting ; there were about sixty per- 
sons, many of whom related their christian experience 
with great freedom and much to the edification of 
all present. The following evening we had the 
children's tea-meeting. So, throughout this festival 
everything has gone on well, much to our satisfaction. 
We have all had the Bread of Life, we have eaten of 
His dainties, and been satisfied. 

* And blessings more than we can give, 
Be Lord for ever thine.' " 

" February 2nd, 1840. Thomas Scudamore died, 
aged seventy-nine years ; for forty years he had been 
a useful, upright member and officer of the Methodist 
society at Frome : he then fell grievously into sin. 
In order to shelter himself from the terrible storm 
which gathered around him, he left Frome and con- 
cealed himself at Warminster Common ; our chapel 
was a place of refuge for him. Bitter repentance and 
diligent attendance on all the means of grace^ soon 
raised him again to a place among His people : for 
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several years he has perfectly satisfied us respecting 
his spiritual recovery : and had it not been for this 
one foul hloty Thomas Scudamore would have ranked 
among the most eminent christians of his day. His 
last words were 'I'll praise, I'll praise, I'll praise Him 
evermore.' There was no funeral sermon." 

"June 9th & 10th, 1840. Whitsuntide tea-meetings 
as usual. About a hundred children." 

"November 26th, 1840. Stood on the platform at 

George-street chapel, and again pleaded the cause of 

the poor perishing heathen ; presented the meeting 

with ten pounds, being the last year's proceeds of our 

missionary-box at the Common. There was a Wes- 

leyan speaker from Bath present, who riveted our 

attention for an hour — 

' And regaled the ear 
With strains it was a luxury to hear.' " 



MEDICAL ELECTEICITY. 



Case G2. Aged twenty-two. — Sore throat for seven weeks. 
Sparks four evenings; perfectly cured — general health greatly 
benefited. 

63. Aged twenty.— Swollen face and violent tooth-ache : had 
applied blisters. Once sparks; perfectly cured. Sometime 
afterwards took a cold and it returned ; electricity was again 
applied with the same effect. 

64. Aged ten. — Scorbutic eruption behind the ear, which re- 
turned every spring for the last five years. Twice sparks ; per- 
fectly cured. 

65. Aged eighteen. — Swollen face for a considerable time. 
Twice sparks ; perfectly cured. 

66. Aged forty. — Pain in the right arm, and left leg and hip 
for fifteen years. Small shocks three times ; perfectly cured. 

67. Aged seventeen. — Strain in his left ancle, for a quarter of a 
year. Perfectly cured ; three times shocks. 
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68. Ag^ thirty-five. — Chill in all his limbs through sleeping in 
a damp bed ; hands and arms swollen, attended with constant 
shivering. Perfectly cured : twice shocks all over the body. 

69. Aged thirty. — Swollen fkoe and tooth-ache, very violent. 
Perfectly cured; twice sparks. 

70. Aged thirty -five. — Swelling in her neck, and pain in her 
left arm, for three-quarters of a year, with scorbutic eruptions in 
different parts of her body — ^no relief from medicine. Consider- 
ably relieved. 

71. Aged fifty. — Violent pain in his right shoulder for some 
time. Perfectly cured ; twice sparks and small ^hocks. 

72. Infant, aged two years. — Sore and weak eyes for half a 
year. Perfectly cured ; once positive aura. 

73. Aged thirty. — Great enlargement of the glands on one side 
of the neck for eight months — resisted all medicine — got larger 
every day; was recommended to try electricity, consulted her 
medical attendant who ridiculed the idea, quite laughing it to 
scorn. Was however at length resolved to try. Perfectly cured 
in a fortnight ; positive sparks. 

74. Aged eight. — Weak and sore eyes ever since she was a year 
old — could not learn to read or sew — could not bear the light of 
the sun. Electric aura for a week without effect, sparks were 
then administered ; perfectly cured in a fortnight. 

76. Aged twenty. — ^Wen in the neck, for a quarter of a year. 
Considerably reduced ; sparks. 

76. Aged thirty-two.— Diseased eyes. Perfectly cured ; sparks 
once. 

77. Aged fourteen. — Chilblains in her bands for a month- 
could not use her fingers, swollen considerably. Perfectly cured ; 
twice sparks. 

78. Aged twenty-five. — Nervous head-ache for some time; 
Perfectly cured ; twice positive sparks. 

79. Three years old. — Diseased eye, very much inflamed, erup- 
tion on the eye-brow for some time ; was blind for a week together 
last summer, could not admit the least light. Negative aura — 
the child was so pleased that it desired to come again : I repeated 
the application in the same way. The next day the eye and 
cheek swelled greatly, the day after an eruption took place all 
over that part of the face where the electric aura had been applied. 
The parents now became alarmed, but I assured them that it was 
a good omen. I continued it in the same way three evenings 
more ; in the course of the next week the eruption disappeared 
and the cure was perfected. This was the worst case that I had 
ever met with. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



DEATHS OF VALUABLE MEMBERS OF SOCIETY; 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE VIOLENT AND PERSEVERING 

ATTACK MADE ON OUR CAUSE AT THE COMMON, BY 

THE DESOLATING SPIRIT OF THE TIMES, 

CALLED PUSEYISM; 

LETTER TO THE NEW VICAR THEREON; AND OTHER 

INFORMATION. 

"December 25th, 1840. Within the last few weeks 
four friends have died ; all lovers and supporters of 
our needy, struggling cause. O Lord, Thou knowest 
the sore anguish I feel ; I am truly loaded with grief. 
*Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of Thy water- 
spouts : all Thy waves and billows are gone over me." 

< The daily death I prove. 
Saviour to thee is known.' 

Our cause greatly suffers, and our souls are vexed 
within us." 

"January 1st, 1841. Six o'clock in the morning 
anniversary prayer-meeting, well attended. Twelve 
persons engaged in prayer, and a gracious influence 
rested on the whole congregation. In the evening 
the christian friends all drank tea together in the 
chapel, much to our edification, and our. spiritual 
strength was again renewed. 

' He (the Spirit) unites himself to believers by his 
gifts, which consists in delivering them from their evil 
passions, restoring them to that state of innocence 
which they had lost by sin, in enabling them to know 
the future, and to comprehend the mysteries of the 
Gospel.'— Basil, A. D. 370. 

'^January 3rd, 1841. Sunday evening I made some 
remarks on the aforesaid recent deaths. 
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John Beynolds, aged thirty-six, received all his 
spiritual instruction at our chapel ; he was a steady 
member, a tract-distributor, helper at the prayer- 
meetings ; had a long affliction, which he bore with 
christian fortitude: his last words were 'To die is 
gain.' 

Mr. Moors' case was adjourned for a season (aged 
fifty-two.) 

Mrs. Martha Steedman. Between fifty and sixty- 
years ago she joined the despised Methodists in this 
town, and shared in their common persecutions ; she 
was in christian fellowship with all the old cross- 
bearing fathers of Methodism in Warminster, and 
knew most of the old preachers, who have long since 
entered into the joy of their Lord. She always loved 
and blessed us. She died in peace, aged seventy-six. 

Mrs. Sarah E though not of our society yet 

she dearly loved us and bade us God speed. Upwards 
of fifty years ago she joined the Baptists : has ever 
since lived, loved, and supported the gospel. Con- 
tributed towards our chapel and school. She had long 
waited for the joyful coming of her loved Lord — 
there was no doubt, fear, or anxiety on her peaceful 
mind. 

' Her God sustained her final boar, 

Her final hour brought gloiy to her God.* 

She entered into the joy of her Lord on Christmas- 
day, leaving a sweet-smelling savour behind her, ' yea 
saith the spirit, that they may rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.' Aged eighty years. 
As to the removal of these His saints, it is true 
enough that to them, to die is gain, but what is it 
again I ask, to us who live, — 

* Still tossed on a sea of distress, 

Hard toiling to make the blessed shore.' 

I can truly say I go mourning all the day long. 
We are stripped of our earthly helps— our sanctuary 
looks bare and desolate — some of our best members 
are gone for ever — the world and the devil of course 
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strive with us : we have no christian fellowship but in 
and of ourselves. Valuable members are not easily 
replaced, and now we can only look to Him who can 
do all things, again to revive our drooping spirits ; I 
labour on it is true and keep up the work, but none 
but the Searcher of Hearts knows what fiery trials are 
sometimes^ my portion : my greatest of all is, when 
the ark trembles. Lord help me ! I preach consolation 
to others, but scarcely can call any my own at present. 
*0 Absalom ! my son, my son !' " 

"February I4th, 1841. I preached a funeral, 
sermon for my friend and neighbour, good old Mr. 
James Drapelr, a steady, upright member of the 
established church, — he was well deserving the highest 
christian respect. I have known him all my life, and 
never heard of a blemish in his character. He loved 
to hear the gospel wherever preached, and he loved 
all who loved the Lord Jesus Christ. He was one of 
the select party who for so many years steadily 
supported that little religious cause, hereinbefore 
referred to, kept up by good old Mr. Pearce in 
Meeting-lane.. He was the man whom my honored 
mother used to point out to her children as * sure to 
obtain the divine blessing, specially promised to all 
children who honor their parents.' ' For a long period' 
said she, 'he paid the most kind and unremitting 
attention to the wants of his sick mother, who was an 
incurable paralytic, totally unable to walk or help 
herself.' A little before his death, I took an oppor- 
tunity of enquiring from him as to the truth of the 
alleged fact. With a smile of heartfelt, heavenly 
joy, he replied, * Yes, for seven years I carried her 
up and down that staircase every day in my arms, 
and I never would suffer any person to do anything for 
her as long as she lived, but myself.' He lived to be 
eighty-eight — had scarcely any worldly trials, and 
never any violent sitkness. His end was peace." 

"February 28th, 184L Funeral sermon for Mrs. 
Moors, another member of our society. The great 
spiritual benefit derived by her late husband by coming 

z 
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to our ch^ely induced her also to join us. For about 
ten years, she, with her husband, regularly sup- 
ported our cause. A class met weekly at their 
house. As death drew near, she stated that she had 
giyen to her by the Holy Spirit, a clear evidence of 
the Divine acceptance, and she rejoiced in hope of 
the glory of God. She left a small diary of her 
christian experience and trials. She had been the 
mother of thirteen children, only one of whom sur* 
vivos her. Nearly the last of her religious expressions 
was, ' You are to entertain no doubt of my safety, I 
certainly shall be with Him in glory.' She died 
February 19th, 1841. There was an overflowing 
congregation. 

But alas, what are our circumstances, spiritually ; 
O how unceremonious, cruel death has lately thinned 
our needy cause. Truly our harps are on the willows. 
We know not what will become of us. I am crucified 
as it were almost to the very cause itself. So we 
labour hard, literally to become poor, distressingly 
poor. It is exactly the same as it respects the Sunday- 
school children ; as soon as they become creditable to 
us, and we begin to glory over them, they are sure to 
be gone, and we have to begin the work afresh. O 
Lord, poor as we are and unprofitable, still do Thou 
remember we are Thine, and we hope the work is 
Thine. 'We beseech Thee leave us not, neither 
forsake us, O God of our salvation.' * XJnsustained by 
Thee we &1V As we are truly passing through the 
watery deep, O grant the promised aid. Thou knowest 
we greatly need it. 

* Tarn aside, a sight admire, 

I the living wonder am ; 
See a bush that bums with fire, 
Unconsumed amidst the flame.' " 

''March 28th, 1841. Began again to hear the 
Sunday-school children sav hymns or chapters from 
memory, on Sunday mornmgs, in the presence of the 
congregation at the chapel, after prayer and reading a 
lesson. This plan originated with us in the year 
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1 822, and is hereinbefore referred to. It then shewed 
signs of great spiritual benefit produced, but solely on 
account of the expense attending it, it was discon- 
tinued. It was revived in 1829 for a season. About 
twenty children are heard and personally addressed; 
a ticket of approval is then given to each, which 
ticket is reckoned of the' value of one halfpenny : in 
due time, as soon as the tickets amount to it, a book 
of some kind is purchased by the proceeds, and thus 
we hope real religkms education will be advanced and 
established. The whole of this work, also, we humbly 
offer to thee, O Lord, for what is it without thy blessing. 
The loss sustained by the recent deaths of the 
aforesaid Mr. and Mrs. Moors especially, is very great, 
is severely felt, and has greatly distressed us. Both of 
them loved and supported our cause. Mr. Moors was 
a leader of the singing, a valuable helper in the jnrayer- 
meetings, chief manager of the school, a bold reprover 
of sin, never absent from the means of grace, and 
was the means of bringing many hearers to the 
chapel ; nothing but death moved him from the steady 
love of our cause. He always used to accompany me 
to and from the chapel, and now I go alone in bitter- 
ness of spirit, and truly say, if I am bereaved of my 
children I am bereaved. In his case, I fear we must 
have somehow greatly grieved the Holy Spirit, or we 
should never have had such heavy chastisement. O 
Lord, pity, O Lord, forgive ; * When Thou art angry 
all our days are gone,' and all our comforts. Canst 
Thou not turn and revive us again, that our souls may 
bless Thee? O how we need Thy mercy, do not 
delay Thy help, quickly withdraw Thy withering jfrown, 
for we cannot bear it. 

< The daily death I prove, 
Saviour to thee is known' " 

"Sept. 25th, 1841. The hearing of the Sunday- 
school children say hymns, chapters, &c., from 
memory, at the chapel, on every Simday morning 
during service, is still kept up, and it is truly 
astonishing to witness the blessed progress which they 
z2 
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make. Some of them have actually learned upwards 
of twenty portions of scripture, or dialogues, or 
pieces of poetry, or catechism, since March last ; and 
a divine unction always attends this service, which 
gives us joy, — but some other parts of the public 
services languish. The last few Sabbaths the con- 
gregations have not been so large, chiefly owing to 
the great exertions made by the new vicar of this 
parish to reduce us. He is very popular, has great 
ministerial talents, a large congregation, and uncommon 
zeal; and we are among the objects of his direct 
attack. The Baptist preacher has also commenced 
preaching out of doors, not far from the chapel. A 
chartist lecturer has also been performing at the very 
"time of our service. These oppositions, all working 
at one time, make our hands hang down, and greatly 
depress our spirits. Full well we know, ttat we are 
unprofitable servants at best, and well might the Lord 
of the vineyard dismiss us and employ other husband- 
men: but we do not utterly despair; we are cast 
down, but not forsaken. We had a good prayer- 
meeting last evening ; our hearts again burned within 
us. Very deeply have I drunk of the spirit of 
bitterness lately ; not only as it respects our cause, but 
as it respects evangelical religion generally. The 
powerful, prevailing, and desolating spirit of the 
times in which we live, puts me in great fear, as to 
whether His whole heritage is not to be given up to a 
strong delusion, and to be destroyed. Rank Puseyism 
is every day getting more and more rampant — nearly 
all Christendom is under its baneful influence. We 
have our share in the general attack, and we find that 
all the powers of faith, prayer, self-denial, and 
diligence must be kept in continual action, only to 
stand our ground in this evil day. As to making an 
advance in the cause of truth, it seems to be at present 
all but impossible. Its pressure has driven us to deep 
self-examination, humility, and prayer, both as it 
respects life and doctrine; and it was not till we 
adopted new and special measures as to the religious 
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education of the children^ that we in any way were 
allowed to hope. It was in this department of his 
blessed work that we discerned again his first &yorable 
goings in our weeping sanctuary; and this much- 
needed help we were determined, by grace^ to hold 
fast of as an anchor to save us, if possible, in this 
fearful, desolating storm. The vicar has great support 
and great boldness. Two of 'the powers that be' 
have also joined him in the said work; they have 
made personal and pressing applications to me forth- 
with and for ever to discontinue the services at the 
chapel, and come to their church ; and they all but 
<iemand compliance. Lord help me. Thou only canst. 
Fighting with clergymen and magistrates I am not at 
all accustomed to, the devil and sin are, and ever have 
been, all I wish to attack." 

" October 10th, 1841, (Sunday.) Distributed some 
rewards amongst the chUdren of the Sunday-school 
who had excelled in repeating from memory — hymns, 
chapters, &c. This part of the work prospers. We 
humbly hope and believe that here we are safe ; here 
we discern ' Thy tokens,' and conclude that this thing 
proceedeth of the Lord. And the smallest evidences 
that he has not utterly forsaken us, greatly cheer and 
strengthen our mournful hearts. It is like a gleam 
of sunshine after many dark and dreary days. Still, 
however, opposition is going on, — and such kind 
of opposition, and from such a quarter, as we have 
never before known. The new vicar keeps up open 
hostility against us; and is still using the utmost 
exertions to reduce us and to draw away all the 
people. He personally applies to them ; and presses 
them hard ; and it is said, that he actually sometimes 
rewards them to come to church. His influence is 
very great, and his pecuniary means are ample. We 
have every wish for his bringing over the drunkards, 
the swearers, the sabbath-breakers, &c. which every- 
where abound, (and many of them at his own door,) 
to better habits ; but what profit, I ask, is it, to draw 
away from other folds, — sheep, which the Lord's 
z3 
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ministers had labored long and hard for^ and who are 
the only crown of their rejoicing? Surely, the Great 
Shepherd, does not authorize him to do this. Fur- 
thermore, it is reported that he wants our chapel for 
a school-room ; and that he says, ^ a person who is 
employed, as I continually am, in secular callings, can 
never be qualified to preach. From pure religious 
motives, he says, that he ought to silence me. This 
evening, I took up the subject, and shewed the 
people that, according to the scriptures, the Divine 
Being had heretofore generally preferred such instru- 
ments as are now opposed, to do his sacred work. — 
Elisha, the ploughman, 1 Kikgs xix. 19. — David, the 
shepherd, Ps. Ixxviii. 70.— Amos, the herdman and 
gatherer of sycamore fruit, Amos vii. 14. — Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John, the fishermen. Matt. iv. 
18 — 21. — ^Matthew, the tax-receiver, Matt. ix. 9. — 
The 'other seventy* also, Luke x. 1, were no doul^ 
of the same class as the twelve ; not one of whom, 
it appears, had ever been educated by man for the 
ministry : and as to the purchasing of hearers, in their 
ministerial capacity they carried neither parse, scrip, 
nor shoes, with them, Matt, x, 4; yet the devils 
were subject to them, through Thy name, verse 17. 
Even so — Amen. 

* Give me Thy strength, O God of power, 
Then let winds blow and thunders rour ; 
Thy faithful witness will I be, 
Tis fixt, I can do all through Thee.* " 

"October 28th, 1841. A few days ago, the fol- 
lowing occurred. One of our tract*distributors was 
at a poor cottage with the tracts : she unexpectedly 

came in contact with ' What are you about, 

good woman?' Answer, 'Distributing Mr. D.'s 
tracts. Sir.' * Ah, you are doing wrong, very wrong; 
you are opposing the church. Mr. D. does wrong to 
preach ; he was never ordained.' ' Sir, I don't know 
anything about that: all that I know, is, that his 
preaching has been made a great blessing to my souL 
The Lord hath worked with him to the good of many 
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souls/ 'Yes, and so he did when Judas preached ; 
that is no proof that he ought to preach.' ' Sir, I 
never read that the Lord worked with Judas.' ' O 
yes, perhaps he did. I do not mean to say that Mr. 
D. is like Judas ; I say he is not called to preach any 
more than this man is,' (pointing to a drunken pen- 
sioner, then present.) ' Sir,' says the pensioner, ' I 
have heard Mr. D. preach several times, and he is a 
good preacher.' * That may be, but you are deceived : 
he was never ordained : he causes a schism : he 
separates from the church. If you tear this tract off 
in the middle, you spoil it — you make a schism. You 
are all wrong who leave the church.' At this instant, 
the pensioner's wife came in : on hearing the debate, 
she replied, ' Sir, I go to Mr. D.'s chapel, and I like 
to hear him much ; his preaching has done me good, 
and he does a great deal of good to the poor souls at the 
Common.' 'I do not say that he is not a good man, 
but I say that he ought not to preach ; he is full of 
worldly engagements, and he cannot attend to preach- 
ing, and also, he never was educated to be a minister.' 
* Sir,' says the tract-distributor, * I think I have read, 
that when Elijah was about to be translated, the Lord 
ordered him to go and anoint Elisha, to be his suc- 
cessor, who was ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen.* 
*Very true, but that does not apply.' 'Sir, I know 
that I am a poor ignorant creature, and do not know 
bow to talk with you ; but Sir, I can say that I was 
very distressed in my mind about my soul/ (and now 
she cries,) * and I went to Mr. D.'s chapel, and there 
the Lord blessed the word to my soul, and I have 
ever since been happy. I can bless the Lord from 
the bottom of my soul, that I ever heard Mr. D. 
preach ; and I hope to attend his chapel so long as 
I live.' * Ah, you are all wrong, you separate from 
the church ; but mind, I do not say that Mr. D. is a 
Judas, because I am a little acquainted with him.' 

This poor woman, who is the mother of sis children, 
informed me, that ' it was a terrible trial to me, at the 
time, but the Lord seemed to put words into my 
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mouth, and after I got home, I was so glad that I was 
enabled to stand my ground, and that his conversation 
never hurted me.' This is truly striving about words 
to no profit. — I ask, is it not ? The vital question at 
issue, at all times, in souls' concerns, is, not whether 
you go to church, or I go to chapel ; but who of us 
will stand with boldness when 'the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat,' [2 Pet. iii. 10] and churches and 
chapels, sects and systems, are no more. 

* See the stars from heaven falling, 

Hark ! on earth the doleful cry ; 
Men on rocks and mountains calling, 

While the frowning Judge draws nigh. 
Hide us, hide us, 
Rocks and mountains from His eye.' " 



LUTHER ON REGENERATION. 

See History of the Great Reformation of the Six- 
teenth Century, vol. 3, p. 73. 1841 edition. 

" Ask them,'' said he, in writing to Melancthon, 
" if they have known those spiritual heavings, those 
pangs of God's new creation, those deaths and heUs, 
which occupy a real regeneration. And if they speak 
only of soft and tranquil impressions, piety and 
devotion, as they phrase it, don't believe them ; not 
even though they should assert that they have been 
caught up into the third heaven. In order that Christ 
should enter into his glory, it behoved him to pass 
through the sufferings of death, — thus the believer 
must pass through the tribulation of his sin before 
he enters into his peace. Would you learn when, 
where, and how God speaks to men, listen to the 
word — *As a lion He has broken all my bones : I am 
cast out from before his face, and my life is brought 
down to the gates of death." 

The poor of Warminster Common, I am glad to 
state, are no strangers to this deep doctrine. Eternal 
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thanks to him, who of God is made unto us wisdom 
in such important things ; and who often chooses the 
foolish things of this world to confound the wise. 

"Nov. 10th, 1841. Died WQliam Stent, aged 
eighty-eight years; and (Nov. 1st,) Thomas Scott, 
aged seventy-one, — both of whom died happy, giving 
thanks to Almighty God, that ever they had been led 
to attend our chapel, where they got all their spiritual 
good. So that although the hostile spirit now abroad 
studiously opposes and distresses me in every possible 
way, in my ministerial capacity, finding out and 
addressing our poor simple hearers personally and 
asserting that ' I am not ordained — have never been 
to college — ought not to preach — am full of secular 
occupations,' &c. yet it appears that the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls, does not wholly despise my 
feeble endeavours to do his blessed work. To him be 
all the glory. 

I am sorry to state the following, — I can warrant it 
to be true. The late fervent, personal, and perse- 
vering addresses on the subjects of apostolical suc- 
cession, schism, and ordination, have so puzzled the 
capacities of some of our poor young converts, that 
the little light which they had is thereby put out, and 
they are turned out of the way altogether. They are 
now gone back to their old sinful courses, and neither 
go to church nor chapel. This is truly awful ! 

I beg to ask, humbly and devoutly, as in the 
presence of Almighty God, the solemn question — 
what account will be given of this fatal undying 
transaction, when the sectets of all hearts shall be 
disclosed^ when we and they must together and alike 
give account of ourselves to God? Will not the 
soul-searching 'words, Luke xvii. 1,2, be then read 
in our trembling ears, and without respect of persons 
or office, come into terrible operation ? O eternity, 
eternity ! If only one soul should be thereby for 
ever lost?— O eternity, eternity ! 



* Ye clergy, vbile your orbit is your place, 
Lights of the world, and stars of human race; 
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But, if eccentric, ye forsake your sphere, 
Prodigies ominous, and viewed with fear ; 
The comet* s baleful influence, is a dream, 
Tour*$ real, and pemicioos in the extreme.' " 

COWFXE. 

" November 18th, 1841. Had an interview for the 
first time, with the said new vicar, of an hour and 
twenty minutes length, of closest and most important 
conversation. I commenced it, by complaining of his 
unkind and persevering attempts to hinder my useful- 
ness, by persuading my hearers that I am not called 
to preach, that I was never ordained, &c. He would 
retract nothing, but firmly maintained his position, by 
arguing that Itoas not ordained^ and therefore, 8fc. &c. 
He said that he most earnestly entreated me, at once, 
and for ever, to give up all preaching — ^no longer to 
live in the awful sin of schism — and to become a hum- 
ble hearer at his church. Moreover, he said that if I 
wanted spiritual employment, he would give me a 
district at the Common, to visit and read to the sick ; 
or, if that would not do, I should be a teacher at 
their Sunday-school. The next day I received a 
note, explanatory of his reasons for saying 'that 'he 
should certainly refase to administer the sacrament to 
me, were I to desire it,' and also with it, he sent me 
the canons and homilies of the church. [N.B. — ^I 
received the Lord's supper in Warminster church, 
before he was born.] 

The following is an answer to the note referred to. 
•Warminster, 20th Nov. 1841. 

Bev. Sir, — The 27th canon of your church, referred 
to in your note of yesterday, on which you say you 
ground your strong objections (were you applied to 
for that purpose) to admit me to be a partaker of the 
sacrament of the Lord's supper, does not, in any part 
thereof, apply to me. Tour references also to certain 
texts of scripture, are likewise defective in their 
application, in my case. As to Bom. xvi. 17 ; I have 
never caused a division in doctrine*— I preach in my 
humble way, all the fundamental doctrines of the 
gospel to the poor, (which accord with the articles and 
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homilies), and they gladly hear me, and turn (many of 
them) from their sins. As to 1 Cor. i. 10, and xi. 18, 
I answer, that our little party live in christian love and 
usefulness, we know nothing of divisions. As to 1 
CoR. xii. 25, — There is no schism among us : we have 
the same care one for another, and we also care for, 
and love, all other christians. And as to Titus i. 5, 
— It is true that I never was formally ordained, any 
more than the apostle Paul was (Gal. i. 12), but I 
had ' Eunice' for my mother (2 Tim, i. 5). From a 
child, I knew the holy scriptures (2 Tim. iii. 15.); 
and, like Obadiah (1 Kings xviii 12), I feared the 
Lord from my youth. The constant, fervent prayers 
of the pious poor for my prosperity, and the numerous 
instances of those who have lived and died in the 
Lord among us, exclusively gathered by our exertions, 
and cherished by our care, from the commencement 
of our services to the present day, constitute, in my 
case, I think, the true spiritual call, if not ihe formal 
one, to the work. The ministry I never sought, I 
always dreaded it. The spiritual wants of the long- 
neglected poor of Warminster Common, and the 
refusal of my numerous applications on their behalf 
to the regular clergy, and the love of Christ in my 
heart, laid on my anxious mind the oppressive burthen 
alluded to 1 Cor. ix. 16, and compelled me to act. 
The fact is. Reverend Sir, your ordained predecessors, 
up to that time, had most grievously and awfully 
neglected their duty to the perishing poor, and the 
Most High in His righteousness, as is meet, provoked 
them to jealousy by them that were no people. 

Thei scriptural meaning of the word ' schism' Sir, 
if I rightly understand it, is, a division or separation 
of sentiment or doctrine, not of persons ; or, if of 
persons, it is of persons in the body, (I CoR. xii. 25). 
The schismatics referred to in 1 Cor. iii. 3, were still 
of the then church, * There is among you, &c.' The 
epistle is written to a church, 1 Cor. i. 2, not to a 
parish : so that those who separate from you, only to 
do the Lord's work, and leave you the quiet enjoyment 
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of all your christian privileges, and who desire nothing 
but to advance your good and the common cause of 
Christianity, are not schismatics, but co-workers with 
you ; and they cannot fail to strengthen the true cause 
of Christ. 

On accidentally opening your book on the homilies, 
in the preface, page 1, finding these significant words, 
there, * And how that all they which are appointed 
ministers, have not the gift of pleaching sufficiently 
to instruct the people which is committed unto them, 
whereof great inconveniences might rise and ignorance 
still be maintained, &c.,' / was utterly astounded. 
And this will somewhat prepare my way to meet your 
very great and insurmountable objections to lay, or 
unordained preachers. Now I beg, Reverend Sir, to 
ask you respectfully, were the preachers just alluded 
to ordained f If so, what an awful breach of the 
command, 2 Tim. ii. 2, and what a disgrace to the 
church ! 

That I by no means object to the ordination of 
ministers, elders, &c., specially set apart for that work, 
I am free to declare. But that the Great Head of 
the Church has used none but these in his vineyard, I 
deny. Who I ask ordained, /onwa%, Enoch (Jude 
14) — Noah (Gen. viii. 10, and 2 Peter ii. 5) both 
the preacher and ark -builder? — Abraham, the rich 
and great Agriculturist (Gen. xviii. 19) — Moses, the 
shepherd (Exod. iii. 1) — Daniel, the chief president 
of the court of Persia (Dan. vi. 3) — Amos the herd- 
man and gatherer of sycamore fruit (Amos vii. 14) ? 
And how came Elisha the ploughman (1 Kings xix. 
19) to be preferred to the educated sons of the prophets 
(2 Kings ii. 15) ? How came our Lord to reject all the 
students at the universities of Tarsus and Jerusalem, 
and all the educated Levitical priesthood, and 
choose his ministers from poor fishermen (Matt. iv. 18) 
— ^from tax-gatherers (Matt. ix. 9) — Luke, the phy- 
sician (Col. iv. 14) — The * other seventy' also (Lukk 
X. I) ? of whom it is said *The devils were subject to 
them through Thy name,' (verse 17), who through 
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the whole period of their ministrations alternately 
worked for their bread and preached (Luke v. 5;) 
And 80 they did also after the day of Pentecost. See 
Paul employed at tent-making, Acts xviii. 3, and xx. 
34. Who, I further ask, ordained Apollo, the eloquent 
man, (Acts xviii. 24); and who his humble but better 
taught instructors, the tent-makers, Aquila and Pris- 
cilla ? (verse 26, and Rom. xvi. 3). Whe?:e did the 
woman of Samaria get her ministerial qualifications, 
(John iv. 39), and the man late possessed of devils, 
his soul-commanding eloquence, (Mark v. 20), and 
many others ? And these poor uneducated fishermen, 
&c., you say, are the foundation of your order. Be 
it so. Let the great Lord of the vineyard do what he 
will with his own. Let him fulfil his faithful promise, 
(Joel ii. 28), If he still chooses the rams' horns, 
(Joshua vi.4 ), occasionally, in conjunction with the 
silver trumpets, let him be glorified, and let us all 
rejoice together in the extension of His blessed cause. 

The celebrated Dr. Morrison, the Chinese Mission- 
ary, thus writes to the London Missionary Directors. 

* May not two or three persons be preparing for a 
mission to China ? one of them connecting with his 
main object, medicine — another, astronomy — and a 
third, watch-making ? Paul made tents to obtain 
bread, and he would have made watches too, if it had 
been a likely means of obtaining access to thousands 
of heathens, to whom he wished to bear the name of 
Jesus.' — Memoirs, vol. 2, p. 171, 1839 edition. 

As to tempting persons by pecuniary rewards to 
embrace religion, I am of opinion that it is at variance 
with the whole tenor of the gospel. Our Lord's 
directions are, * carry neither purse nor scrip,' — Luke 
X. 4 J * Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass, in 
your purses,' — Matt. x. 9 ; ' Silver and gold have I 
none,* — Acts iii. 6 : * Ye seek me not because ye saw 
the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves,' — 
John vi. 26. Rewards may make hypocrites, but not 
christians. 

My time, Reverend Sir, is exhausted, but not my 
2a 
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arguments. I can hardly expect that you can any 
longer patiently listen to the proscribed * SchUmatiCy 
and the obtrusive *rate and tax collector* of War- 
minster parish, therefore I conclude by most earnestly 
wishing you all manner of success in the ministry to 
which the Lord, I hope, has appointed you, and that 
to the end you may do His work faithfully." 
"To the Eev. Arthur Fane." 



MEDICAL ELECTEICITY. 

Case 80. Aged thirty-fiye.— Pain in the left sicle incessantly, 
attended with great debility ; so weak that it was with great 
difficalty she could walk- Some months before, she raptared a 
blood-vessel in her stomach, and for some time her life was des- 
paired of. On account of her great debility, I applied it, of 
course, very cautiously, as it was not certain that an acceleration 
of blood might not take place, and produce a new rupture ; the 
pain being always felt at that spot. There being apparently no 
alternative but death, I resolved in this very dangerous case to 
try the experiment. I drew the imperceptible stream (uninsu- 
lated) through the stomach, receiving it exactly at the affected 
spot. To my great surprize, in about two minutes the pain 
ceased ; the next day it returned ; I then applied it a Httle stronger 
— her health now improved very fast. After a few days I ventured 
to administer a few very gentle shocks through the stomach, and 
all over the body. The pain returned no more. In a fortnight 
she appeared perfectly cured. Two Sundays after, she sung an 
anthem in Warminster church. At its first application she was 
BO extremely weak that two persons were obliged to support her 
only to receive the flaid in its simplest form. She lived to old 
age. 

81. Aged fifty. — ^Pain in her knee for a month, no restniglit or 
day. Perfectly cured; shocks a few evenings. 

62. Aged fbrty^five. — Rbeuraatiflm la her shoulder for two 
yean. Perfectly cured ; once sparks. 

«8 Aged twenty-three. — Nervoos head-ache for six months ; 
«ould not sleep a whole night in a month. Cured ; once positive 
sparks. 

64. Aged thirty-five ^Great debility for eight or nine yease 
through a chill, which was increased six weeks ago, attended with 
trembling in all her limbs. Perfectly cured \ shoclcs six evenings. 

85. Aged thirty. — Tooth-ache, so violent as literally to produce 
asony. About a dozen, very small shocks passed through the 
afected part; perfectly ovred Id an hour ; pain did not retani. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



CONTINUED OPPOSITION MADE TO OFit CAUSE AT 
THE COMMON BY THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES; 

PAINFUL STRUGGLES AND REFLECTIONS ON 

ACCOUNT THEREOF; FUNERAL SERMONS, AND 

OTHER INFORMATION. 

*^ Decembbr 22nd, 1841. Our chapel is rather better 
attended. We hope that it is somewhat recovering 
the shock given us by the amazing and unkind exer- 
tions lately made, and still continued, bv our steady 
opposer and his associates, in order to reduce us. It 
has been a time of long and sore travail indeed. Our 
school has suffered as well as our congregation. Every 
other denomination in the town also, hzs been alike 
attacked and injured. Such is the spirit now abroad^ 
that it not barely aims at checking all our progress^ 
but it is nothing more nor less than downright 
annihilation. " Down with them — down with them, 
even to the ground.' Nothing, I say, but uttei 
destruction will suffice. We have not heard for the 

last fortnight of any new cases, where haa 

applied personally to our people; but one of his 

influential associates, , has actually pressingly 

offered a poor woman of our society (Mary Pearce) 
a new cloak worth a pound, to leave us and come to 
church; which she nobly refused to accept. 'The 
Lord evermore reward her for it. It is worth record- 
ing. We are in trouble and want such helpers much. 
I trust her name has long been in the 'Book of Life/ 
there for ever to remain. O Lord save us. 

The Christmas tea-meetings, held as usual, were 
much to our edification. The school children's (87) 
2a2 
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especially, gave us joy. Every little hfclp is truly 
rejfreshing to those who are compelled to prophesy in 
sackcloth, as I do almost continually. Sad times 
indeed in spiritual matters.'' 

"January 1st, 1842. Anniversary prayer- meeting 
at six in the morning. In 1828 we commenced this 
service. Some of us have never been absent at this 
season. There was a good attendance : ten persons 
engaged in prayer : it was a most refreshing time. 
When the chapel was opened, fourteen years ago, I 
could scarce live under the pressure of my unworthi- 
ness and unfitness for the great work. There was 
also a heavy unpaid debt on it which rested wholly on 
me. A new church was afterwards erected, (as it 
was said) to oppose me ; but nothing has hurt us. 
We still live, and labour, and love. The chapel debt 
is nearly cancelled, and we delight in His work. 
But never before were there such sad searchings of 
heart amongst us, as since we have had to sufier the 
fierce, powerful, and continual attacks, on the part of 
the spirit now abroad, designed and determined to 
blot us for ever out of existence ; but I say we are 
notwithstanding, still strangely living, and marvellously 
supported, — yea and encouraged to. So we humbly 
hope that our poor chapel will not yet be * converted 
into cottages,' nor be * made into a malthouse.' O for 
more of His blessed spirit, of His heart-cheering 
presence ; it is all we want. How sweet to the soul ! 
it is like holy oil to our bones." 

THOUGHTS ON THE TIMES. 

By the Eev. W. Cams Wilson, m.a., Kector of Whit- 

'tington. 
" And what shall we say ? W^ill any one deny that 
Popery is making a grand effort at this moment? 
Blessed be God, we know the eventual doom of the 
man of sin ; but still he may die with a hard struggle, 
and I believe we witness it. 

Look at the chapels increasing in all directions I 
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Look at the working of the Jesuits, and of the Sisters 
of Charity ! And O, that here we could drop the 
pen ! 

But truth compels us to direct our eye within the 
pale of our own Church, and to admit that even there 
the spirit of Popery is at work. If there ever was a 
time when it behoves all to be on their watch towers, 
it is now ; and the responsibility of those who venture 
to administer to the religious guidance and direction 
of others will be ill discharged, if they do not lift up 
the voice of warning, and speak out boldly against 
the errors that prevail. Sentiments have for some 
time been maintained and preached, which plainly lay 
the foundation for any Popish superstition that men 
can wish to establish. 

Baptismal regeneration is one: the attaching an 
undue importance to the outward sign, and taking it 
for granted that all baptized persons are, as a matter 
of course, made partakers of a new and divine 
nature ; so that to preach conversion to the baptized, 
is considered as unscriptural. 

Reserve in declaring the grand doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith in Christ, is another. 

Our blessed Reformers deemed this the turning 
point with a standing or falling Church ; and so it is. 
If I forget thee, O my Saviour, as the Alpha and the 
Omega, the First and the Last, in all that is precious 
to my own soul, and in all that I have to preach to 
my fellow-sinners, let my right hand forget her 
cunning. Never, never, may I determine to know 
anything in my public ministrations, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified ! Never, never, may I be ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ, which is the power of God 
unto salvation ! 

Another prevailing mischief, is the spirit of exclu- 
siveness, [which says :] That salvation is, to say the 
least, very doubtful out of the pale of our own 
Church. I know the clergyman who emptied his 
Church by the constant enforcement of his authority 
on the ground of apostolical succession^ and the 
2a 3 r- T 
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abandonment of all Dissenters to the uncovenanted 
mercies of God. I know another young clergyman 
who told a gentleman, that his servant had better 
throw herself into the mouth of hell than enter a 
Methodist meeting-house. And another clergyman 
might be named who keeps his surplice in his bed- 
room^ and never ventures to say his private prayers 
except when wearing it. 

Now all this, and much more which might be stated, 
goes upon thoroughly unsound and dangerous prin- 
ciples of Church importance. I will yield to no one 
in attachment to that Church to which I belong : 
every year convinces me, more and more, of its 
superior excellence. I trust that no reader will be 
ready to reflect on our Church because of the follies, 
and worse than follies, of her false members. But I 
am satisfied that the most devoted attachment to the 
Church of England requires not that we should go to 
such outrageous lengths, as to make the Church the 
judge of scripture truth, rather than scriptural truth 
the test of the Church's excellence. 

I defy any one to prove, clearly, an unbroken line, 
from the apostles to the clergy of our Church. But, 
supposing it can be proved ever so satisfactorily, 1 
maintain that the clergy have no ground for self- 
importance because of such a discovery. If apostolical 
spirit be wanting, what avails apostolical succession ? 
The Churches of Asia can fully trace their pedigree ; 
but what avails such a distinction, amidst all the 
wretched ignorance, superstition, aud ungodliness 
under which they are lying. 

I am no advocate for dissent ; but what would have 
become of our increased population, amidst the neglect 
of our Mother Church, if it had not been for the 
labours of Dissenters ? I could have wished that our 
Church had sent labourers to put in the sickle to the 
harvest ; but in her failure to do so, souls are too 
precious, as well as the Saviour's glory in their con- 
version^ to allow of any quarrelling with those who 
take the field when we desert it. 
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It is not the Church which sanctions such exclu- 
siveness. Her spirit is truly Catholick ; that is, she 
disclaims that any are saved by virtue of the church 
to which they belong ; and she teaches us to pray 
that the good Spirit may guide and govern all who 
profess and call themselves Christians, There she 
recognizes the Catholick or universal Church, not 
merely the members of her own communion. 

I love my Church, and, with growing years, I love 
her more and more ; but never will I part with a 
thought in which that love merges, viz , that there is 
a universal Church throughout the world, consisting 
of the faithful; to build up and perfect which, all 
the enclosures of separate communion are respectively 
the instruments. 

But in the system we deplore, there is the very 
essence of Popery." — Friendly Visitor, Feb. 1842. 



MOURNFUL and PREMATURE DEATHS. 

<< For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of 
God."— 1 Peter iv. 17 

<* Our Qod is a consuming fire." — Heb. xii 29. 

''If the great concerns of eternity, the everlasting welfare of 
body and soul, depend upon the short and uncertain space of 
time) is there any time for vain amusements, empty, not t-o 
say sinful recreations, and all the soul-destroying vanities 
which the wit of man has invented to kill precious time, and 
to dishonour our Maker and hasten our eternal ruin : O, no, 
the language of reason, of common sense, of the bible, and 
of God himself, is, < To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts."— Taylor. 

Sometime ago, under a deep impression of most 
painful spiritual duty, I called on three high professors 
of religion, to reprimand them for openly giving their 
patronage to a large company of stage performers, 
just come to this town, intending here to remain 
awhile, solely for- the exhibition of vain and empty, 
if not downright sinful, sports and pastimes. One of 
them not only erected a capacious stage for the said 
exhibition, but also allowed his name to appear in their 
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corrupt handbills and advertisements, as being their 
acknowledged supporter. A sad specimen indeed of 
those precious gospel, sin-counteractives, called " Salt 
of the earth and lights of the world'* Their answers 
were, " It was in the way of business*^ they did it. 
" They took considerable money of them /" 1 sternly 
replied "But what does the bible say of those things?" 
One of them with apparent unconcern, and quite in a 
business spirit, answered me thus, " O, I should be in 
a pretty predicament indeed, if I was to regulate all 
my trading concerns by the bible." Chilled to the 
very- centre of my soul by his God-dishonouring and 
manifest worldly temper, I at once " Shook off the 
dust of my feet," and mournfully withdrew. I had 
no idea that this was my last earthly religious interview 
with him. " So is every one" says our blessed Lord, 
" who layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
towards God." — Luke xii. 21. He did not die the 
common death of all men, nor in full age, nor that 
night — nor can I now state exactly how many weeks 
it was after this warning was given that it took place. 
I saw him on the fatal morning — it was a business day 
— " It was in the way of business/ " All I can say- 
is, I sincerely hope it is one of those cases referred to 
1 Cor. v. 5, where, as it respects the never-dying 
soul, exemption from eternal penalty is sometimes 
granted. 

The two other cases, of equal religious celebrity, 
who were then like him in good health, where christian 
reproof had been alike faithfully administered, and 
who sheltered themselves under the same guilty plea, 
within the year had the self-same sentence executed 
on them, though not in the same way. Two of the 
leading ministers of this town (both of them since 
gone away to inferior trustships, who, though they 
never directly sanctioned it — never once ministerially 
denounced it), had also an unexpected peremptory 
visit from cruel, unceremonious death, within a very 
short period, in their families, causing them in very 
deed to "go softly." 
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But this is not all — one of the actors himself, while 
here, prematurely paid the same untransferrable debt, 
and "Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust," was 
soon read over him in Warminster churchyard. My 
doleful tale is not yet fully told — I have other names 
upon record, equally concerned, both in the painful 
charge, and also in the sad events of this their closing 
day of grace, and last fatal year, but 1 forbear. O Lord ! 
who can stand in Thy sight when once Thou art 
angry? Rather let me die than grieve Thy Holy 
Spirit. Ye erring mortals ; ye worms of the earth, 
who are crushed before the moth ; if you have ears 
to hear, at once attend to the voice of the sin-discern- 
ing, sin-avenging God Most High ! and be wise while 
you may. '*I will teach you whom ye shall fear; 
Fear Him, which after he hath killed, hath power to 
cast into hell : yea, I say unto you. Fear Him.^^ — 
Luke xii. 5. 

We had mourcfful services to perform at the chapel 
at the Common, on these accounts — all happening 
during, or immediately subsequent, to the said stage 
exhibitions. 

"Jan. 2nd, 1842, (Sunday). Eead the directions 
for renewing the covenant, at the chapel. It was a 
most solemn time. All our services at this season 
have been refreshing, and we have strengthened our- 
selves in the Lord. We calculate on coming good, 
though surrounded with evil. To Him be all the 
glory." 

" February 6th, 1842. Funeral sermon for Josiah 
Tucker, who died the 28th of January last, aged 
seventy-eight years. For many years he had sat 
under the Gospel. His mother was the person who 
first took in the Wesleyan preachers in the Common, 
ninety years ago \ her name was then Ann AVatts. It 
was a time of persecution. Our friend witnessed a 
great deal of what is recorded in this work as having 
occurred in the years 1773, 1774. Since our chapel 
was built he has constantly attended, and for the last 
few years assisted at our prayer-meetings. His ex- 
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perience was scriptural — ^his end peace. His grand- 
daughter, Sarah Bush, (1847), has repeated from 
memory, one hundred and thirty pieces of poetry, in 
the chapel, on Sunday mornings, one of which was 
one hundred and fifty verses, common metre, said at 
one time, and with scarcely a mistake. * And his seed 
is blessed.' * I will shew mercy to thousands in them 
that love me and keep my commandments.' " 

"February 19th, 1842. Had a long interview with 

minister of . He seems displeased at 

my having printed and circulated throughout his 
district (as he calls the Common), a quantity of the 
aforesaid papers, * Thoughts on the Times.' He thinks 
it personal, which I assured him was not the case, for 
I highly respected him and his valuable labours. 
They are distributed all over the town as well as the 
Common. I said that I would send one to every 
house in England if I could. I expect to hear more 
yet from the quarter exposed thereby. We liye in 
eventful times indeed, and extra energies must be 
brought to bear, or we must sink. * Leave us not, 
nor forsake us, O God of our salvation.' " 

" Feb. 20th, 1 842. Funeral sermon for Betty Eose, 
aged seventy-four years. For several years she had 
been joined to us. She died in great peace, attesting 
that Christ was hers. This makes four more of our 
society, who, in a few months, have left their dying 
testimonies to the good they got at our chapel. Bless- 
ing Almighty God, blessing the people, blessing the 
preaching. So, though the hostile spirits now abroad 
labour and wait for our halting, yet our best, our all- 
sufficient, our Almighty Friend does not forsake us 
utterly. Blessed for ever be His holy name." 

" March 6th, 1842. Another constant attendant, 
Mary Deans, aged sixty-six, died almost suddenly. 
There was hope in her death also, because of her 
previous life. 

'' March 17th, 1842. The above paper C Thoughts 
on the Times') is circulating rapidly, and is very 
annoying to . He calls them my ^checks on him.* 
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Shortly after their publication an order for three 
hundred came from Southampton : another order from 
Bath for four hundred : another from Frome for two 
hundred : they were reprinted and circulated also at 
Salisbury." 

"May 14th, 1842. A gentleman of Southampton 
assured me that a friend of his had sent one of them 
to every bishop in England, and to numerous of the 
clergy. The Wesleyan Methodist Book Eoom, Lon- 
don, is printing them, and selling them at one shilling 
per hundred. Desolating puseyism and popery are 
making rapid and fearful advances among us. Every 
energy is, or ought to be, most promptly called into 
action, to defend the pure truths of the everlasting 
gospel, in this time of urgent need. Watchmen of 
Israel, to you be it spoken— be all awake, and call 
npon the name of your God, that He may help you ; 
and also see that you help yourselves." 

" May 1 7th and 18th, 1842, (Whitsuntide). About 
seventy of the friends drank tea together in the 
chapel ; also the school children with their teachers. 
Never were there more sensible manifestations of the 
Divine presence : every heart was filled with love, 
and every tongue with praise. All our fears vanished 
and our strength was again renewed. To Him be all 
the glory." 

"May 26th, 1842. Another of our friends re- 
moved by death. Mr. Stephen Payne, aged eighty 
years; a constant attendant, a steady lover of our 
cause, and one of the trustees of the chapel." 

*' June 1 0th, 1842. Another sharp and powerful 

encounter with , of an hour's length. He still 

demands of me, unconditionally, and at once, and for 
ever, to shut up our chapel, to leave off all preaching, 
and become a humble hearer at his church. He 
insists on it ' that I am altogether uncalled to, and 
unqualified for, such a work; reiterating the old 
objections, that I was never ordained^ &c. ; that I am 
an intruder into the ministry; another Uzziah, — 
2 Chron. xxvi. 16. ; daily obnexious to the righteous 
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judgments of Almighty God, and that I shall soon 
have the leprosy in my guilty forehead.' He parted 
from me in great wrath, and I could clearly see by his 
temper, that if he had the power so to do, if argu- 
ments would not make me bend to his will, something 
else should, and that quickly too. ' O,' said I, ' what 
an awful state we are all in !' And supposing that 
this spirit, now so prevalent, and so patronized, should 
work its fearful way into the government of this 
country, and new enactments should take place, as to 
religion and religious liberty. I can truly say that 
I went all day long in great bitterness of spirit, I had 
no rest in me. I searched my heart — I searched my 
doctrines — I cried — I groaned unto the Lord. I had 
recently ordered the Methodist Book Eoom in London, 
to print ten thousand of the aforesaid papers called 
' Thoughts on the Times,' and to distribute them in 
every circuit in the kingdom, and I was determined 
to make still further sacrifices, and, if possible, * stand 
in the gap' in this evil day — this day of terrible 
rebuke, dismay, and dishonour. O Lord, who shall 
save us, if Thou dost not ?" 

"October 6th, 1842. Drank tea with the school 
children and their teachers at the chapel, about one 
hundred in all. A most delightful season. This is 
an additional step taken by us ; we used to have them 
only twice a year : but new efforts being called for, 
and greater sacrifices, and my annual contribution 
towards the National School in this town, having 
lately been rejected by the spirit of the times, the 
money thereby saved, I have appropriated to this pur- 
pose, — and it seems wisely done it too; for verily it 
appears that * the net is cast at the right side of the 
ship.' To Him be iiU the- glory, who alone gives 
wisdom profitable to direct in all things. It was here 
that I first discovered His blessed ^ goings in the tops 
of the mulberry trees,' (1 Chron. xiv. 15); and I 
caught as eagerly at the help afforded, as a drowning 
man would at any succour. In this trying dispensa- 
tion, I can truly say^ ' my soul waited for the Lord 
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more than they that watch for the morning : I say, 
more than they that watch for the morning,' Psalm 
cxxx. 6. The said spirit still goes about among the 
poor, endeavouring to hinder my usefulness, dis- 
tressing me much, — urging, as usual, that I never 
was ordained, &c. j&c. A strange and melancholy 
sight, I presume, for the holy angels to mourn over, 
to report, and long to reflect on, A christian min^ 
isler / so called, of set purpose, continually picking 
up or neutralizing the good seed, so disinterestedly 
sown. If I could, I should for once like to have the 
following seasonable and searching question answered, 
by these our spiritual despisers and opposers ; I mean 
they the said boasted 'Successors of the apostles,"* who 
say * / am, and there is none else /' If the bishop 
were to offer to ordain you to be a minister of religion 
to the poor of Warminster Common, nearly a mile 
distant from your residence, where you must (all 
excuse apart) attend and perform service at least five 
times every week ; where you must pay a considerable 
sum of money for your privilege of thus labouring 
there; where every ministerial difficulty, toil, and 
discouragement must be patiently borne year after 
year, without a prospect or even possibility of obtaining 
the least reward or preferment, or honour which cometh 
from man, during your whole life ; and also in order 
to procure for yourself the bread that perisheth, you 
must submit to be the unhonoured parochial rate and 
tax gatherer — I ask, would you readily accept of stick 
an ordination ? Would you not rather meekly say, 
'I must first go and bury my father.* — Matt. viii. 21. 

'Ye different sects who all declare, 
*Lo here is Christ* or * Christ is there 5' 
Your stronger proofs divinely give, 
And show me where the christians live. 
Your claim, alas! ye cannot prove, 
Ye want the genuine mark of love/ 

God is my witness, that I never had the least tem- 
poral compensation whatever, no, not even a cup of 
tea, for twenty years' services at WarminsterCommon." 
2b 
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'' 1842. This year we had the satisfaction to see 
our chapel debt quite cancelled. It was accomplished 
by the continual appropriation of the income of the 
(^apel to that laudable purpose, — the person who 
adyanced the money thereon, in 1827, never charging 
interest. It has been in our mind for a length of 
time to build a yestry and a school-room, which are 
much wanted, but we have been hindered solely by 
the refusal of the proprietor of the premises adjoining, 
to sell us a bit of land. Applications have been 
repeatedly made by ourselves, and others on our 
behalf, offering almost any price, or any exchange of 
praperty, as an equivalent, but all in vain. Bather 
than appropriate it to the Lord's blessed work, he 
prefers occupying the spot with a mean, disgusting 
furze-hovel, which, when filled with that combustible 
article, places our chapel in continual jeopardy, as to 
its being destroyed by fire. This is a sore trial to us, 
but no arguments it seems will avail, and we must 
therefore pray for grace to bear it." 

" November 23rd, 1842. A few months ago, one 
Sabbath morning, I reproved a young man for pro- 
faning the Sabbath ; he was standing near our chapel, 
and idly disposed. He scornfully replied, * You may 
go on your way, we don't want your advice.' I was 
excessively grieved: he knew where I was going. 
This day I registered his death. It is said that he 
ifeientioned the circumstance on his death*bed, with 
regret. 

A poor boy at the Common, aged three^and-a half 
years, while dying, put his little feeble hands together, 
lifting them up towards heaven, and with uncommon 
fervency cried out * O daddy, daddy, teach me how to 
pray !' My heart quickly responded, I hope as truly as 
fervently, * I am dying as well as he !' Many a useful 
ministerial lesson have I learned of poor children, and 
I hope to learn more yet. O Lord, help me in Thy 
great and awful work evermore to be faithful, and 
especially to love children." 

'^December 1 1th, 1842. An awful sermon (2 Fbtbr 
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iii. 17), preached on the death of young Thomas M., 
who was found dead in his bed, at London, on Tuesday 
last, and is to be buried this day. He used to be a 
constant attendant at our chapel. After abandoning 
sound religious principles, grieving and impoverishiikg 
his parents, and forsaking the people who loTed and 
cherished him in his youth, he joined the Socialists ; 
resisted the remonstrances of his friends, as well as 
the calls of several attacks of affliction,^-*/* now at 
length cut down. The shock which it produced to his 
wife, then lying by his side, far advanced in pregnancy, 
brought on premature labour, and the latest infor- 
OKition stated that there was no hope of her life ! So 
in a few years, this large family of fifteen members is 
extinct. Is not the way of transgressors hard ? Five 
more of my acquaintances have died suddenly in four 
weeks ! 

* Wisdom Dirine ! wbo tells the price 
Of wisdom's costly merefaandise 7 
Wisdom to silver we prefer, 
And gold is dross compared to her. 
Her hands are filled with length of days. 
True riches, and immortal piraise ; 
Riches of Christ, on aU bestowed. 
And honour that descends from God.' " 

''December 26th, 1842. Heard what is called a 
* charity sermon.' [N.B.-*-It is the sermon only, whi<& 
is paid for out of this ancient charity ; the other part of 
the service is the ordinary service of the Saint's day. 
I presume that the pious testator, did not intend that 
controversial subjects should be then preached.] Some 
part of the discourse was truly edifying ; and I was 
beginning greatly to rejoice in the profitable ser^Htee^ 
both as it respected mvself and the congr^ation, when 
all of a sudden there issued from the preacher a burst 
of most impassioned eloquence, such as I never before 
witnessed in the sanctuary. It was a furious attack 
upon dissenters: and when he spoke of self-made, 
unordained preachers, it was truly painful to hear him. 
His wrath was intense, his indignation most extreme 
and offensive. I scarcely knew whether to pity or 
2b2 
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condemn. I sat in the gallery just opposite the pulpit. 
There were many hearers, chiefly of the lower class, 
the candidates for this and other charities. He re- 
peated almost verbatim what follows, * Born in our 
establishment, baptized and confirmed by us, indebted 
to us for all their early religious instruction ; and tlien 
without the least shadow of pretence, to abandon 
the religion of their forefathers — forsake our holy 
church — form new sects to oppose us— become self- 
taught and self-ordained preachers : and, what is most 
horrible, [here his countenance assumed such an aspect 
of gloomy wrath as was indescribably painful to 
behold], yenture to administer that sacred ordinance, 
[looking towards the communion table], the holy 
sacrament / O let them quickly discern their fearful 
condition before God — ^let them tremble at their 
enormous guilt — let them look upon Korah, Dathan^ 
and Abiram — let them assuredly expect the righteous 
judgments poured out on Uzziah, for venturing to 
touch consecrated things with their unauthorized, 
unhallowed hands. Or rather, would to God I could 
hope it, [here his temper softened down a little], let 
them humble themselves deeply — let them at once put 
away their grievous sins — let them come back quickly 
to the fold from which they have so wickedly departed, 
and once more submit to be taught by us, who are 
the only qualified and duly authorized ministers of 
God's holy word and ordinances. Let them thus 
escape sure destruction, and become wise to salvation. 
So shall we become one body, united in the Lord's 
work; no longer opposing each other, but become 
ready to attack the common enemy, and so fight 
successfully the battles of the Lord,' &c. &c. 

This subject is become a common topic of conver- 
sation: it IS well known to whom it refers. And 
depend upon it, if this spirit should prevail a little 
more generally, we may pretty correctly calculate on 
what we shall most assuredly have further to pass 
through. Lord help us to know nothing among men, 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified. Mercifully pre* 
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pare me for every event — give me grace, I humbly 
beseech Thee that in this terrible conflict the weapons 
of my warfare be not carnal. Grant evermore, that 
our reproach may be the true reproach of Christ and 
nothing else. O Lord ! wilt Thou not save us in our 
low estate. 

I immediately issued a number of tracts, which I 
had parchased, just suited to the occasion; these I 
trust will prove a salutary counteractive to this most 
unkind, unscriptural, and unavailing attack on us. 
I have lately had another manifestation of a kindred 
spirit existing in the breasts of two of ' the powers 
that be,' against our poor despised cause at Warminster 
Common. * Down with it, down with it, even- to the 
ground.' 

Be it known, be it ever known, that in both my 
public and private ministrations, I have always most 
scrupulously avoided speaking disrespectfully of either 
the doctrines or clergy of the establishment. TJn- 
questionably I ought so to do, for verily I owe them 
much spiritually, I am indebted to them for all my 
early religious in-struction. I can truly say that the 
opposition which I have lately experienced from tke 
quarter referred to, has done more to alienate my 
affection from the church of England, than all that I 
ever before received." 

"January 1st, 1843. Anniversary prayer-meetmg 
at six o'clock in the morning, (Sabbath). Good 
attendance — weather fine. Our utmost wishes were 
gratified. Twelve persons engaged in public prayer. 
We were so united in purest spiritual affection that 
we scarcely knew how to part. It was announced to 
the meeting that in the past year there had been a 
hundred and forty-eight deaths registered in this 
parish ; thirty-three of them of the Common, two of 
our society. There was a profitable solemnity pre- 
vailing indeed. So whatever pain we may have felt 
Bt the fierce and unavailing opposition still abroad 
against us, it was most amply compensated here. 
* Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is withia me 
2b3 
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bless his holy name.' In the evening the ' directions 
for renewing the covenant* were read. Altogether t 
good beginning of the new year. Give unto the 
Lord, O ye his saints, the honour due unto his name, 
and worship him with holy worship, He only is our 
Great Deliverer. 

The usual tea-meetings followed, much to our 
edification and joy ; and we again girded up the loins 
of our mind, and went forward. 

' Jesus, our aU in all Thou art.' " 

"Jan. 9th, 1843. Wesleyan Missionary Meeting, 
George-street chapel. Made a speech, as it is called, 
and paid in ten guineas, being the last year's contri- 
bution of our chapel to that fund. The speaker who 
seconded my motion, caused a burst of soul-stirring ac- 
clamation, when he blessed me in the name of the Lord, 
and styled me * The Bishop of Warminster Common^ 
* Not all the bishops in England,' said he, * could bring 
so interesting an account of their dioceses, as you have 
done of highly privileged Warminster Common. I 
say, henceforth and for ever, you shall be styled tb^ 
honoured bishop of Warminster Common.' Such a 
simultaneous feeling of undissembled joy, I never 
before witnessed, in anything pertaining to my ministry 
— Surely it must have proceeded from the Lord. I 

Seatly needed this help, for I have for a long time 
i)oured under great and sore ministerial difficulties and 
discouragements ; arising chiefly, from the unfailing 
opposition still kept up against our needy, despised 
cause. Nothing less than total destruction is steadily 
aimed at. My strength is again renewed, praised be 
His holy name. The language of my heart is, 'Here 
I am, send me,' and in Thy name I will go forward 
and not be afraid : the lame shall take the prey." 

" Jan. 20th, 1 843. has again been violently 

attacking one of our poor members, on the impropriety 
of her coming to our chapel to hear an unordained 
preacher. When she stated her opinion that our 
blessed Lord could give his Holy Spirit to whomsoever 
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he would, and thus qualify them to preach His gospel, 
he vehemently replied ' You are mad /' " 

" January 21st, 1843. Calling this day at a cottage 
in this town, I received the following information. 
' We have been just talking about your chapel. A man 
who has been here, said that he attended regularly 
your preaching for a year, and greatly profited thereby 
— during which period he prospered in his worldly 
circumstances, and saved more money than he ever 
did in any year before or since. It was then asked, 
* Where do you go now V Answer, * to church.' * But 
why did you leave the chapel, when you were doing 
80 well V * An evil report was spread respecting me, 
and I left the chapel and went to church ; and I am 
sorry to say that I have since given way to drinking!' 
So it appears that these boasting * Successors of the 
jipostles^ do not convince all men of the evil 
and danger of living in sin, althovgh they *go to 
church,* 

Had printed and circulated a quantity of the sub- 
joined papers, and shortly after came again into most 

painful contact with . He charges me most 

violently with opposing him and his church. I 
assured him that I opposed nobody; that my sole 
object was to defend truth and to do good. I stated 
that part of what I had circulated, which he referred 
to, was what the clergy of his own church had pub- 
lished. He informed me that, as he was a rate-payer, 
and paid part of my salary, it was therefore his 
intention to bring his complaint against me before a 
public town meeting : and also that he would write to 
my master, the registrar-general, against me. I in- 
formed him that whatever might be the result of such 
unkind proceedings, it would not alter my conduct at 
Bl\,inthat respect: I should not sell my religious 
liberty for a salary. He parted from me apparently 
in great wrath. As the churchwardens refused to 
call the said meeting, therefore 'Ahithophel's' cruel 
counsel was defeated, and once more I had to proclaim 
my Or^at Deliverer's name/^ 
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DODDRIDGE, WILBERFORCE, AND LEGH RICHMOND. 

["At a time when there are so many publications 
abounding with articles in favor of Puseyism, we feel 
more than ordinary pleasure in extracting the fol- 
lowing article from a Church newspaper. Our 
readers will perceive that it bears testimony to the 
fact that there may be some good effected by those 
who are not in the apostolical succession. Yes ; God 
is with them. He blesses their labours, and renders 
them greatly successful in the salvation of men. The 
truth is, God's blessing, Christ's gracious presence, 
are limited to the preaching of the true Gospel, that 
which opens to the sinner the way of deliverance by 
faith in Christ. This always is ' the power of God 
unto salvation,' even if preached out of the suc- 
cession. Any other doctrine never is, even if 
preached in it. — Ed.] Cottagers Friend, January, 
1843. 

About a century since, th^re lived an honest oilman 
in London, who left behind him an orphan of such 
promise, that a noble lady offered him an University 
education for the Church, with her patronage after- 
wards. This offer, which set before him a certain 
provision for life, the youth declined, casting in bis 
lot with the Independent Dissenters, among whom 
he lived and died, the minister of one of their meet- 
ing-houses in a country town. He left behind him 
a little volume, entitled ' The Rise and Progress of 
Eeligion in the Soul,' of which it is but moderate 
praise to say, that it has been the means of conferring 
' the gift of the Holy Ghost' on more souls than any 
Bishop since the Apostles' times can hope to welcome 
as his spiritual children. Just fifty years after, a 
copy of this little book fell into the hands of a young 
gentleman of gay and worldly habits, immersed in 
pleasure and public business, and who, though bap- 
tized and confirmed in the Church and educated at 
one of our Universities, was an utter stranger to the 
very first rudiments of spiritoal religion. It was f eady 
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and thought over, and in his case, as in thousands of 
others, it was made the means of changing his heart. 
He became a * new man ;' he received ' the gift of 
the Holy Ghost;' and the medium by which this 
entire change was effected, was that little volume, 
the work of a Dissenting Minister, *The Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul.' But the change 
became manifest by its fruits. The young gentleman 
himself, though only a layman, felt inwardly moved 
to become a teacher of religion. He writes and pub- 
lishes a book, called, * A Practical View of Christi- 
anity,' of which it may, perhaps, be said with truth, 
that the good wrought by it emulated that done by 
the volume to which its Author owed his conversion. 
We pass on a few more years, and we behold a vola- 
tile young Clergyman, who had just taken orders, 
without any just or serious views of his responsibilities, 
and without any personal knowledge of that Christi- 
anity which he had undertaken to teach. A copy of 
the * Practical View of Christianity' was put into his 
hand. He opens it ; is arrested by the power of the 
Holy Spirit : the night passes on, but he is unable to 
lay down the book until its perusal is completed ; and 
he rises up a changed man. And the fruits of this 
change, even if we only think of what has already 
past, have probably exceeded either of the former. 
But when we add together the three works, * The 
Rise and Progress of Religion in the. Soul ;' * The 
Practical View of Christianity,' and * The Annals of 
the Poor,' and contemplate their united effects on the 
church of Christ, not in England only, nor merely in 
Europe, but throughout the world, how do these 
squabbles about 'apostolical succession' fade into 
insignificance, or only excite a feeling of indignation 
that men's minds should be drawn aside from realities, 
to dispute about external forms and points of order ? 
When we trace up the 'Annals of the Poor' to its 
providential cause, and find it to spring out of the 
* Practical View of Christianity ;' and then follow that 
work upwards to its source, the * Rise and Progress 
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of Religion in the Soul/ and find its author a Dis- 
senting Minister, we call to mind [Him] from whom 
'all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed,' and we see, in the evidence of unde- 
niable fact, that it is not true that * the gift of the 
Holy Ghost' is limited, as Messrs. Keble and New- 
man would teach us, to any external lineage of so- 
called apostolical succession. — Record,^' 

" March 29th, 1 843. Children's tea-meeting at the 
chapel, and a very delightful season. The opposing 
spirit has not annoyed me lately, further, than by 
going to the houses of the poor and forbidding them 
to receive our tracts. He calls them bad h)oks, — 
(Enough one would suppose to make an angel weep). 
Some therefore, who had long read them to edification, 
have discontinued taking them in : they state that, * it 
is with great grief they have done it, but they must 
obey their learned superiors.' So far then, it appears, 
that this spiritual seed is permanently picked up. If 
you ask ' by whom 9' 1 mournfully reply, — * TTtat 
question remains to be openly and unevasively, and 
eternally answered too, when ' the great white throne 
shall appear, and the judgment shall sit, and the 
books be opened', — Rev. xx. 1 1 ; and you and I, and 
mj/ witnesses also, shall be there.' 

Our chapel is still well attended, the people love 
one another, and the times of refreshing sweetly come 
from His presence and the glory of His power. 
Blessed for ever be His holy name; through His 
ever-watchful eye and unchanging love, our little 
ship, though tossed violently, has not foundered. We 
marvellously live yet in the desolating storm." 

EXTRACT PROM A SPEECH, 

Made by Rev. W. Carus Wilson, a. m., Rector of 
Whittington, Westmoreland, at the 44th anni- 
versary of the Religious Tract Society, held at 
Exeter Hall, London, 5th May, 1843. 

" In more recent days, too, contumely and reproach 
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have been my portion, as a writer and distributor of 
tracts, in consequence of an article which I wrote 
sometime ago, in a little periodical which I conduct. 
It pleased the members of a religious body, (the 
Wesleyans), to adopt that article for themselves, and to 
circulate it throughout the land in all its length and 
breadth. You would be amazed were you to see the 
pile of vituperative letters that I have received from 
all parts of the kingdom, not only because of the tenor 
of the article, but because of the Wesleyan agency 
by which I was supposed to have effected its most 
complete circulation throughout the country. It was 
published without my knowledge, and I never knew 
of it till after it had been put in circulation ; I will 
not say whether this step was right or wrong, but 1 
state the fact, to show, that I know what calumny — 
what ridicule means, in the service of tract writing, 
and in tract distribution." — Christian Spectator 
AND Monthly Hecord, No. 54, Jones, 56, Pater- 
noster- Row. The article referred to is " The Thoughts 
on the Times," — See May 14th, 1842, and June 10th, 
1842, in this work. [Tlus blessed minister Rev. W. 
C. Wilson, has no idea who the real *' Wesleyan 
agent" was, that circulated the said ** article" through- 
out the country]. Truly I love him in the Lord, and 
bid him God speed. 

" June 6th, 1843, (Whit-Tuesday). Seventy-five 
christian friends at the tea-meeting, many of whom 
spoke of the Lord's dealings with their souls, with 
great consistency and freedom. Great indeed was 
our joy in the Lord, and much did we feel of the 
comforts of the Holy Ghost. The usual children's 
tea- meeting followed, which is always a most delight- 
ful treat to me." 

" July 3rd, 1843. Sent five pounds, out of our 
chapel funds, to the treasurer of the Wesleyan mis- 
sions, to help to repair the chapels in the West Indies 
injured or destroyed by the recent dreadful earth- 
quakes. 

The opposing spirit is somewhat abated. It may 
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be that his fruitless efforts to reduce us, have taught 
him that it is best to let us alone, and * neither curse 
them at all, nor bless them at all,' — Numb, xxiii. 25. 
Or perhaps he has read Acts v. 38, 39. Our con- 
gregations are still good, and the Society lives in love 
and usefulness. All praise to Thy great and glorious 
name, O Lord! our Lord! Thou alone art our 
Deliverer and our hope. We have hitherto trusted 
ill Thee, and have not been confounded. Still be 
gracious to us and bid us go forward, and we will 
bless Thee, now and evermore." 

"September 13th, 1843. A. H. is now lying dead. 
For more than twenty years she was a valuable mem- 
ber of our society, and very useful in the school. 
After being a widow for a short time, she foolishly 
married a man who could not benefit her either in 
body or soul. This sad transaction eclipsed her 
spiritual glory, injured our cause,and greatly obstructed 
her usefulness. Soon after this took place, affliction 
and extreme poverty were her lot ; and her sun is now 
set in a cloud. It appeared to us that she was one of 
those characters, who are ^ delivered to satan for the 
destruction of the fiesh, that the spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus.^ There was no funeral 
sermon." 

" October 5th, 1843. Children's tea-meeting, much 
enjoyed." 

•* Oct. 1 6th, 1843. Anniversary Wesleyan mission- 
ary meeting, at George-street chapel. Made a speech, 
as it is called; paid in ten guineas, the amount 
collected at our chapel towards that fund ; and came 
home to be sorely buffeted by the devil; which is 
always my certain portion, after having had great 
liberty of speech in the Lord's work, and obtaining 
human applause — that poison of the soul.*^ 

" December 18th, 1843. Very poorly in body, but 
after performing three services at the chapel, I was 
actually stronger than at the beginning. The con- 
gregations were good, and very attentive. I had great 
liberty of speech throughout, and my humbled soul 
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again fell down at His adorable footstool, and most 
thankfully acknowledged Him to be my all in all. 
* Thy vows, O God ! are upon me.* " 

" December 27th, 1843. Sixty-eight persons at the 
tea-meeting ; a very refreshing time. The next day 
we had all the school-children to tea, and verily and 
truly we again found that * He that receiveth these 
little ones in ray name, receiveth me,' — for we certainly 
had all the joy, for the time, that could be had out of 
heaven, at least, we thought 50." 

"January 1st, 1844. Six o'clock in the morning 
anniversary prayer-meeting. Previous to the appointed 
hour, so far as the eye could extend throughout the 
whole Common, there were lights to be seen in the 
bed-room windows, the friends getting ready for the 
service. It was very dark and wet, but nothing 
hindered them from ' early in the morning directing 
their prayer to Thee.' The chapel was all but filled — 
eleven engaged in prayer, and it was a most refreshing 
time It was stated that a hundred and fifteen deaths 
had been registered in the past year, in this parish, 
twenty-five of them of the Common. Surely such a 
service, at such a time, and so devoutly conducted, 
must 

* To heaven ascend, 
Grateful accepted sacrifice.' 

I was so happy, that I afterwards sequestered myself 
from all secular concerns, in order that, for a season 
at least, the world should not intermeddle with my 
deep and sacred joy. ' Thine, O Lord is the victory, 
and the majesty, and the glory ; Thine is the kingdom, 
and Thou art exalted as head over all.' " 

"on the vanity and deceitfulness of the 

WORLD. 

" To get a true knowledge of the world, and set things 
in their true light, it is necessary to retire at some 
distance, and take our view from thence. For, while 
we are in the midst of it, and engaged in its aflTairs 
and enjoyments, we walk in a mist, and are blind to 

^"^ r I 
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our own condition. Thus it first puts out our eyes, 
and then leads us wrong. It corrupts our distinctions 
between good and evil, and then lulls us asleep with 
a profound, but false, security. It binds us with 
cords of silk, and makes us content to be deceiyed 
and enslaved. It falls in with the inclinations of sense 
and ruins us to our heart's desire. It shews us the 
kingdoms of the earth, and the glory of them, and 
finds our greedy ambition disposed to fall down and 
worship. It shews us damaged goods, and will not 
allow us to carry them to the light. It hath Ahab's 
four hundred false prophets, which keep us from 
hearing the counsel of one honest Micaiah ; and stifles 
reason and conscience when they would tell us the 
truth. It lays before us pleasant baits, but if we 
nibble at them, strikes us with death upon the 
hook. It ofiers us, like Babylon, golden cups, but 
the drink is mingled with deadly poison. In a 
word, it is an alluring Jael, proffering us shelter, 
but murdering us if we accept it; a flattering 
Joab, embracing us with one arm, and stabbing us 
with the other ; a treacherous Judas, that betrays us 
with a kiss. It torments them that love it, deceives 
them that trust it, treats them worst that take most 
pains to serve it, and damns them to all eternity, who 
give their hearts up to it. How long then ye sons of 
men, how long will ye turn your glory into shame, 
how long will ye love vanity, and seek after a lie ? 
For such in truth is the world ; falsehood and frauds 
and treacherous malice, lie at the bottom of all its 
fair pretences." — I 'arsons^ Chiistian Directory, 1700. 
" January 7th, 1844. Improved the death of our 
departed friend, John Gunning. He died at Black, 
bridge, near Frome, 30th December last. For upwards 
of forty years he was a laborious and useful preacher 
of the gospel : he had travelled not less than eighty 
thousand miles, on foot,for that purpose — had preached 
not less than ten thousand times. He had suflTered 
the loss of a valuable wife, a short time previous to 
his last affliction, and his spirits seemed greatly de- 
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pressed, but on an interview with some christian 
friends, the burthen was removed and his peace 
restored, and in a few days ' he breathed his soul into 
its rest, the bosom of his God.' He used occasionally 
to preach for us, and he loved our cause greatly." 

"January 10th, 1844. The cottages and gardens 
adjoining the front of our chapel, were assigned in 
perpetuity to trustees, for the furtherance of that great 
and important work; and afterwards enrolled iu 
chancery." 

" February 18th, 1844. My birth-day — sixty years 
of age — awful consideration^— my days flee as a shadow^ 
yet goodness and mercy still follow me. It being 
Sunday, in the evening I improved the event, by 
relating to the congregation the most prominent parts 
of God's dealings with me, from my childhood to the 
present day, both providentially and spiritually. The 
people's attention was intensely fixed for an hour and 
a half; I hope good was done. I returned home 
however, to have a week's sore buflfeting of the devil 
for what I had done. It seemed as though I had been 
* taking stock' and casting up pleasing spiritual accounts 
— which is at all times a dangerous earthly experiment, 
I had also a bad cough let loose upon me, diencefor- 
ward to be my painful portion, till deep poverty of 
spirit was recovered, and I again became nothing" 

" February 25th, 1844. Had sore conflict about 
getting through with the services at the chapel, on 
account of a bad cough. In great agony of soul, I 
cried unto the Lord, and he helped me. I had great 
liberty in the evening, while I preached firom the text 
' Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption.' True 
enough it is, that while we bruise his head he bruises 
our heel. I never have great liberty of speech 
without great temptation following it. If Christ talks 
much with me or by me, the prince of this world 
surely cometh quickly to dispute with me, both as 
to my enjoyment and success : and perhaps for one 
day's communion with my blessed Lord and master^ I 
2c2 
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must have a week's trial, vexation, opposition, or 
temptation, inwardly or outwardly. O Lord most 
high ! evermore help Thou me, I beseech Thee, and 
save me for Thy great name and mercy's sake. The 
congregations are good, the work revives, and the accus- 
tomed opposition appears to be suspended, if it has not 
entirely ceased. We attribute our peaceful victory 
entirely to the increased attention now constantly paid 
to the religious education of the children — that im- 
portant and delightful work." 

"March 24th, 1844. At the close of the service 
this evening I made some observations on the death of 
Seth Hill, one of a large family at the Common, who 
all steadily love our cause, and greatly help the school. 
He was only five years of age — was in perfect health 
last Sabbath — was buried this afternoon ! We sang 
the hymn (143rd) which the dear little fellow was 
learning when taken ill, with a view to repeat it with 
the rest of the Sunday scholars, this morning, at the 
chapel, 

^ Jesus lover of my soul, 
Le me to thy bosom fly.' 

Such undissembled grief— such general weeping, I 
never witnessed since we had the chapel : I had hard 
work to finish the sermon, I felt so much, and justly 

BO." 

"March 28th, 1844. Another joyous tea-meeting 
with about a hundred of these accepted ' little ones' 
and their teachers. O how our hearts burned within 
us." 

"May 28th, 1844, fWhit-Tuesday). Adults' tea- 
meeting at the chapel, much to our edification." 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 

Case 66. Abundance of yonng females cured of a pain on one 
fide of the face and bead, by positive sparks once or twice applied. 
Some of them had applied blisters, &c., without effect. Some- 
times there was suppression — sometimes not. It is very remark- 
able that I have generally met with, I should think, ten females 
to one male, who are afflicted with this complaint. 
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87. Aficed forty-four.— Pain in her leg, side, and arm, through 
a violent chill took twenty years ago. Perfectly cured 3 strong 
shocks, for five evenings. 

88. Aged five. — A little boy with very sore eyes from infancy. 
Three times negative aura, an eruption immediately appeared aM 
over his face : in eight days he was quite well. The same boy 
afterwards wounded his thumb with a thorn, it swelled to such a 
degree that at first I dreaded touching it ; however as I had seen 
such amazmg effects produced by electricity, I ventured to draw 
the imperceptible stream through the affected part. The next 
morning it broke and discharged profusely ; well in four days. 

89. Aged six. — Bad eyes for four months, extremely weak and 
inflamed, could not admit the least light in one of them, it con- 
stantly discharged an offensive humour, could get no relief from 
medical applications. Perfectly cured 3 positive aura for a fort- 
night. 

90. Infant aged two. — A swelling on one of his eye-brows as 
large as a pigeon's egg, which had been increasing for six months. 
Negative aura ten minutes, immediately it burst and discharged, 
three more applications perfected the cure. 

91. Aged fifteen. — Swelling under her chin for six years as 
large as a nutmeg, also a swelling in her left elbow which rendered 
the arm useless. Negative imperceptible stream cured the arm 
in three days ; positive sparks cured the neck in a fortnight. 

92. Aged fifty-five.— Great weakness and debility in all her 
limbs for a considerable time, through a chill. Shocks for a 
fortnight ; perfectly cured. 

93. Aged sixteen. — Diseased eye from childhood, which resisted 
all medical applications ; also obstruction. Negative aura from 
the eye three times ; eye cured. Shocks through the body for 
a fortnight; nothing appeared, but as her health was perfectly 
restored I did not continue any more applications. 

94. Aged eight. — Swelling in his neck for some time, attended 
with general debility. Sparks once, simple insulation three 
times ; appears perfectly cured. 

95. Aged thirty. — Palsy in his hand ; it came in the night 
without any previous pain ; the arm soon became useless. Im- 
perceptible fluid drawn through the part, and a few shocks five 
evenings; perfectly cured. 

96. Aged sixteen- — Inflammatory rheumatism, so badly that 
she could not use hand nor foot, was obliged to be carried about 
like a child, it had long resisted all medicine. In three weeks 
perfectly cured ; sparks chiefly at the joints, a few shocks (as her 
strength increased) through her body. 

2c3 
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CHAPTER XX. 



NEW, LARGE, AND HIGHLT-INTEEESTING CHIL- 
DREN'S TEA-MEETING; NEW VESTRY AND SCHOOL- 
ROOM BUILDED; FEMALE AGENCY IN ADVANCING 
THE GOSPEL; FUNERAL SERMONS, AND 
OTHER INFORMATION. 

**May 29th, 1844. One of the most interesting 
children's tea-meetings held that we ever witnessed. 
Hitherto, be it observed, that our children's tea- 
meetings were confined exclusively to those of our 
own school, and their teachers. On Sunday last, quite 
unconscious of the result, I gave public notice that 
any brothers or sisters of the children belonging to 
our school, who went to other schools, might join us 
at the coming tea-meeting, on their bringing two- 
pence each towards the expenses. The plan proposed 
was designed to shew a friendly disposition on the 
occasion without regard to sects or parties. We 
thought probably that a dozen, or at most, twenty, 
might thus be added to the meeting. To our great 
surprize, however, when the appointed time arrived, 
we found that it had been somehow understood, and 
widely circulated, (we know not by whom, certainly 
not by us), that we invited any children to come ; the 
consequence was, that many from all schools in the 
town earnestly applied for admittance, and at first, 
great doubts arose as to how they were to be so 
suddenly provided for. But such was their anxiety 
to join us, that I said in my heart it looks verily as if 
their great Lord had himself sent them, and there- 
fore, cost what it would, I certainly would not send 
them empty away. ITiere were a hundred and forty- 
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seveny besides teachers and assistants. We first 
walked in due order through the Common. The 
neighbours witnessing such an unusual and interesting 
sight, forthwith put their tea-kettles, boilers, &c. into 
requisition, and gladly supplied us with all the boiling 
water needed. While He who alone has the water 
of life at His blessed disposal, kindly, and at once, 
smiled on the whole transaction, and quickly convinced 
us that they who thus received His little ones in His 
great name, received Him. Such undissembled joy ; 
such delightful singing of hymns, &c., with repeating 
pieces of poetry, &c., and suitable addresses given, 
truly filled us all with love overflowing. We seemed 
thereby actually introduced altogether into a new and 
unearthly element — we could only wonder and adore. 
At the close of the meeting I informed the children 
that, as they had behaved so well, and we had all been 
so unspeakably happy, I should be glad to see them 
again. What this meeting is to lead to, I know not : 
all we can say is, ' It is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes.' The universal joy diffused 
among all, young and old, parents as well as children, 
seems to foreshow that the next meeting will be over- 
whelming. As to our conduct herein, we can only 
say that we have gone so far in it, we cannot possibly 
retreat. We are compelled to conclude that, surely 
the thing propeedeth from the Lord, and as such, 
whoever may object, we must follow His blessed 
leadings. It appears to me that it is the opening of a 
new, blessed, and highly-important era in the religious 
world. O Lord of hosts, grant we humbly beseech 
Thee, grace, that we may in all things be nothing, that 
Thou mayest be all in all." 

"June 16th, 1844. A proselyte of of some 

importance, after an absence of three-quarters of a 
year, returned back again to us in great grief, she 
states that she has never been happy since she left our 
society. This transaction ended in some small spiritual 
disgrace to the party concerned, it injured our little 
cause^ and never benefited the general cause of truth 
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in any way. Surely ministerial influence ought to be 
exerted in a more profitable way than in gaining 
proselytes. This circumstance has a little lifted up 
our head again, and strengthened our cause. AU 
glory to whom alone it is due." 

" June 23rd, 1844. Improved the death of Widow 
Giles, aged eighty-three, who had been for some 
years a steady, valuable member of our society. Her 
experience was sound and scriptural. Though poor, 
she always subscribed to the missionary fund. She 
died full of joy and peace." 

" September 26th, 1844. Children's tea.meeting. 
Two hundred and eighty besides adults. Such a 
lovely sight was never before witnessed at Warminster 
Common. Enough to increase an angel's joy. We 
first walked in due order through the Common. 
Boilers, fountains, and tea-kettles were all put in glad 
requisition. Nearly half a bag of flour had been 
previously made into plum cake, besides a further 
supply of plain cake, bread, &c. ; and all were well 
filled — nothing was lacking. Then followed the 
spiritual services as usual, and all present were filled 
with love, and joy, and peace ; and when it was pro- 
posed to hold another meeting, hundreds of little 
hands were held up in joyful approbation. It was a 
•most beautiful evening, the moon shone full into the 
chapel, and seemed, as it were, greatly to rejoice with 
us in our new and highly-important undertaking, 
not an article of the tea-ware was broken — not the 
least accident occurred. Not a single objection has 
been raised, excepting by our old antagonist, who 
has severely reprimanded what he calls his school 
children for attending. That this thing proceedeth 
from the Lord we cannot doubt ; therefore, having 
put our hands to the plough, whoever may object, we 
cannot, we dare not look back. In our glad hearts 
we say * here we are, send us/ and we will go for- 
ward." 

" October 1844. Builded a new vestry, fitted-up 
with a boiler, its apparatus, and all other conveniences 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



EXTRACTS FROM A DIART. 297 

suited for holding large tea-meetings. It cost thirty- 
four pounds ; solely done on the children's account. 
O Lord, all is Thine, and of Thine own have we 
given Thee ; mercifully be pleased to accept and bless 
our feeble offering." 

" November 27th, 1844. Consecrated the above 
with prayer and thanksgiving. All of one mind — fully 
disposed to further His blessed work to the utter- 
most." 

'* December 19th, 1844. Children's tea-meeting; 
three hundred and ten besides adults. Chapel quite full. 
The new boiling- apparatus worked well — five hundred 
persons can be served thereby in forty minutes. All 
was love and harmony; it lasted five hours. The 
parents of the children, also, equally partake of the 
hallowed joy, and another meeting is announced. All 
our other public services are hereby greatly quickened, 
and we are again lifting up our heads, with new vows, 
saying O Lord we will praise Thee, our great and 
only Deliverer : we ^re more than conquerors through 
Him that hath loved us. Satan is once more bruised 
under our feet, we hope for ever. Amen." 

"January 1st, 1845. Anniversary prayer-meeting 
at six in the morning : a good congregation and a 
refreshing time. This meeting has been regularly 
continued ever since the chapel was builded. Adults' 
tea-meeting followed in the evening, and great indeed 
was our joy in the Lord. So, thanks be to His holy 
name, whoever may despise us and wait for our 
halting, we know that the glory is not departed from 
our favored Israel ; we never had better attendance, 
never lived in greater love and usefulness, never had 
greater encouragement to go forward." 

"February 9th, 1845. Funeral sermon for Rebecca 
Gunning, who died January 3 1st, aged seventy-four 
years. It is since our chapel has been erected that 
she heard and received the truth in the love of it. 
She had been a steady member of our society some 
years, and she long and gladly opened her house for 
a weekly prayer-meeting to be held there. Her last 
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affliction was protracted, but in patience she possessed 
her soul. * Thy will be done' was the constant temper 
of her peaceful mind ; there was no guilty gloom. *! 
have no doubt or fear,' said she, *I am willing to 
depart to be with Christ, which is far better.' Her 
last words were * Come Lord Jesus, come quickly' " 

"March 27th, 1845. Children's tea-meeting at 
the chapel. Two hundred and eighty-six besides 
adults. The most intense interest was kept up for 
five hours : singing hymns, anthems, repeating pieces, 
giving addresses, &c., occupied every moment: the 
children much wanted to remain longer. In the con- 
cluding prayer, although the chapel was filled, there 
was such a death-like silence throughout, as assured 
our hearts of an influence present far more than 
earthly. In receiving His * little ones,' we again truly 
received Him. It happened to be Easter week, and 
it was the last day of the Jewish passover, when they 
held their great and holy convocation. The apostle 
says 1 Cor. v. 7, 8., — * Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us, therefore let us keep the feast, not with old 
leaven, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth.' Never was it more exemplified, I think, 
than at this happy meeting. Every hand and every 
voice were lifted up for another meeting ; and when 
I announced the proposed day for holding it, there 
was such loud shouting, that the whole neighbourhood 
must have heard it. 

With such overwhelming manifestations of Divine 
love and the great benefits derived, I ask what is to 
be done ? Can we possibly refuse gladly to co-operate, 
when the thing so clearly shews itself to be of the 
Lord ? Unquestionably our duty herein is, thankfully 
to follow His blessed leadings and give Him all the 
glory. * Great and marvellous are Thy works, Lord 
God Almighty ! Just and true are Thy ways Thou 
King of Saints.' * Thee we adore Eternal Name.' 
* Thine, O Lord, is the victory, and the majesty, and 
the glory: Thine is the kingdom, and Thou art 
exalted as head above all.' In great mercy still hide 
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US in Thy blessed pavilion. save us, for ever save 
us.' 

' Never let the world break in ; 

Fix a mighty gulf between : 

Keep us little and unknown, 

Prized and loved by God alone." 



ON FEMALE AGENCY IN ADVANCING THE BLESSED 
GOSPEL OF GOD OUR SAVIOUR. 

"I entreat thee also, true yoke-fellow, help those 
women which laboured with me in the gospel, with 
Clement also, and with other my fellow-labourers, 
whose names are in the book of life" — Phil. iv. 3. 
Ye who object to female assistance in the Lord's 
blessed work, answer this question. It is said that 
these women did labour with the apostle in (he gospel 
— If so 1 ask in what way ? You answer perhaps by 
referring to I Cor. xiv. 34. " Let your women keep 
silence in your churches,' a passage long ago worn 
threadbare by constant use in endeavoring to silence 
those tongues, which, when attuned by heavenly 
wisdom and love, always yield sweetest, soul saving 
harmony. But I contend, that whatever the said 
passage may mean, it certainly can never be intended 
to neutralize the very contrary instructions given in 
the former passage, by the same apostle. I conclude 
therefore, that the forbidden conversation referred to, 
must be of some other nature than that of spiritual 
teaching or " helping." 

**The very first 
Of human life, must spring from woman's breast. 
Your first small words are taught you from her lips. 
Your fir«t tears quenched by her, and your last sighs 
Too — often breathed out in a woman's hearing, 
When men have shrunk from the ignoble task 
Of watching the last hour." 

Perhaps the apostle refers to some young, inexperi- 
enced, officious converts, who then annoyed him, 
and obstructed the work in some way in that particular 
church, but not to ^'Holy women who trusted in 
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God," "Godly matrons," Spiritual heaven-taught 
.mothers in Israel, many of j^hom I have known, who 
so far surpassed their male opposers in intellectual 
attainments, as well as in high and holy fellowship 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ, and 
in heavenly wisdom, patience, zeal, and love — as the 
light of the sun does that of the moon. Away then 
with such an empty, deadening, grace-obstructing, 
soul-destroying idea, that holy women are not to be 
helpers in the gospel. Women were always welcomed 
by, and always waited most diligently and faithfully 
upon, our blessed Lord. Observe, there was no 
Peter or Judas ever found among them — no sinful 
fear or shame. They were last at the cross— -first at 
the sepulchre. The first missionary to the Samaritans 
was a woman, and how successful, see John iv. 39. 
I ask, did our Lord forbid her ? I also ask, who 
taught the way of God to the eloquent Apollos? 
Acts xviii. 26. Did not Josiah, the good king of 
Jerusalem, send Hilkiah the priest, with the scribe 
and others, to enquire of a woman respecting the 
important concerns of himself and his distressed 
kingdom, and God answered him by a woman, to his 
perfect satisfaction, see 2 Chron. xxiv. 22. It is said 
that Philip had four daughters which did prophesy, 
Acts xxi. 9. — See also the elect lady 2nd epistle of 
John. 

"Help those women therefore !" says the Inspiring 
Spirit. " Help those women !" says the apostle. " Help 
those women !" says every believer who is in all things 
led by the same pure Spirit of Almighty zeal and 
love. And I say woe be to every counteracting spirit, 
wheresoever found. Who can for a moment doubt 
that the most spiritual minds are the fittest at all 
times, to convey spiritual instruction and consolation 
to others. Have I any objection to receive care, or 
advice, or medicine for my body, from female kindness. 
Why then object to their help in^ blessed spiritual 
matters ? 
.Go on then, ye holy women, who trust in God: 
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in His great name, I say, go on ! and the Lord of 
heaven and earth be always with you. I most heartily 
and devoutly bid you " God speed". Be instant in 
season, out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all long-suffering and doctrine. With all holy bold- 
ness still declare the truth as it is in Jesus, as the 
blest Spirit of your Master gives you utterance. Ee- 
gard not the contempt or persecution, which even 
some of those who call themselves the stewards of 
His mysteries, may pour upon you : if God himself 
own your work, your credentials are clear — ^your 
calling manifest. Be ye not then the servants of 
men ; in the Lord's blessed work call no man Rabbi. ' 
Only steadily move and act under the influence of 
" the holy anointing which teaches all things" and ye 
shall never be confounded. In the wisdom of His 
eternal counsels, God, Most High ! often chooses the 
foolish things of this world to confound the wise, and 
weak things to confound the mighty. I say then, go 
on, ye holy women, ye spiritual helpers in His blessed 
work, without fear or delay ; never slacken your pace 
— ^never grow weary. " Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee a crown of life." 

Who, I ask, finally and specially, have been the 
instruments of bringing about the great moral and 
social change wrought amongst the poor of Warminster 
Common, (observe particularly, I have no sect exclu- 
sively in view). Answer, *' To a large amount women 
— godly women, ^ Whose names,' says the apostle, 
* are in the Book of Life' " And I say so too ; and I 
also say that if your honored names are suppressed, 
your sex shall not be, in my book. 

*' There is neither bond nor free, 
Male nor female Lord, in Thee." 



" The blue, deep, glorious heavens ! I lift mine eye, 
And bless Thee, O my God I that I have met 

And owned thine image, in the msgesty 
Of their calm temple still ! that never yet 
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There hath thy face been shroaded from my sight. 
By noontide blaze, or sweeping storm of night. 
I bless Thee, O my God I 

That I have heard thy voice, nor been afraid, 

In the earth's garden — 'midst the moantains old, 
And the low thrillings of the forest shade ; 
And the wild sounds of waters uncontrolled ^ 
And upon many a distant plain and shore, 
— iVb solitude—for there I felt Thee more. 

I bless thee, O my God ! 

And if Thy Spirit on thy child hath shed. 
The gift, the vision of the unsealed eye. 
To pierce the mist o'er life's deep meanings spread, 
To reach the fountain urns that lie 
Far in man's heart : — If I have keep it free. 
And pure — a consecration unto Thee ; 

I bless Thee, O my God ! 

Now art Thou calling me in every gale. 

Each sound and token of the dying day ! 
Thou leavest me not, though earthly life grows pale, 
I am not darkly sinking to decay : 
But hour by hour, my soul's departing shroud. 
Melts off to radiance, as a silvery cloud. 

I bless thee, O my God !" 

Mrs. Hemans. 

'' May 13th, 1845, (Whit-Tuesday). Adults' tea- 
meeting, great indeed was our joy in the Lord ; every 
moment of the time was occupied in relating our chris- 
tian experience, and at the close of the meeting we 
wanted to begin afresh. Three cases were reported of 
remarkable interpositions of providence occurring 
while under deep and despairing convictions, when 
suicide was actually attempted. Now the parties are 
rejoicing in God their saviour — walking uprightly — 
and all useful in their day and generation. Glory 
be to Thee, O Lord, Most High ! I humbly ask, 
especially in their cases, what is such a salvation worth ? 

In consequence of the very great prosperity 
which has constantly attended every step which we 
have hitherto taken, as it respects the religious educa- 
tion of the dear children, and the manifest quickening 
as it respects the whole work at the chapel, — after 
much prayer and deliberation, we have begun building 
a commodious school-room, we humbly hope and trust 
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for the Lord, It is what we have long wanted, and 
have long endeavoured to obtain, but have been hitherto 
greatly hindered, solely on account of the proprietor 
of the adjoining premises refusing to accommodate us 
with a convenient site. We wanted a small portion 
of the land at the north end of the chapel, so as to 
make the whole frontage uniform ; eleven years ago 
we first applied for it but were refused ; again and 
again we begged hard to be accommodated ; instead 
of obUging us and helping our cause, he erected a 
mean, disgusting, furze hovel immediately contiguous 
to the chapel, which not only disfigured the frontage, 
but always greatly endangered the safety of the 
building as to the risk of its taking fire. We offered 
him any price to remove the said nuisance — we 
threatened law proceedings — we offered other land in 
exchange, or any other compensation — we repeatedly 
employed other friends to expostulate with him on the 
subject. Time after time did we do it heartily and 
in the name of the Lord, but all in vain, no arguments 
could avail ; his paltry furze hovel was of more value 
in his estimation than a building erected solely for the 
advancement of the honour and glory of the Great 
Lord of heaven and earth, and for the present and 
everlasting good of His poor: yet this man has 
property enough cheerfully to have given us the said 
land for so laudable a purpose. Moreover, he has 
witnessed the great moral change wrought in his 
neighbourhood. His honoured grandfather was one of 
the blessed men who, in the year 1774, shared gladly 
in the great persecution of the Methodists in this 
town^ remained steadfast to the end, and it was said 
that he died in consequence of the personal injuries 
then received. So we were obliged to build the school 
in the front, as it now stands ; a lasting memorial of 
his want of christian love to us^ and ' long as my 
toritings shall your fame remain* I can truly say 
that this unkind transaction pained my mind more 
than did all the other opposition I ever met with in 
preaching the gospel at Warminster Common." 
2d2 
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'^JuneStb^ 1845. I preached a funeral sermon 
for my dear departed friend Mr. James Webley, a 
useful member of the established church. He loved 
our cause^ and cheerfully distributed tracts at the 
Common. I often held profitable christian communion 
with him. That day did not come on him unawares." 

"June 26th, 1845. Children's tea-meeting. A 
day or two previous to holding it, my mind was sorely 
buffeted by the fear that it would become an utter 
failure ; and that all the time, trouble, and expense, 
of getting it up would be lost. But when the time 
arrived, thanks be to His holy name, our fears soon 
vanished — about three hundred and ten children were 
present besides adults. We had a fine afternoon for 
walking round the Common. The whole of the 
services went off well : five joyful hours were spent 
in heavenly harmony and love, and another meeting 
is announced for the 18th of September next, if the 
Lord will, of course. About a hundred of the 
children drank tea, for the first time, in the unfinished 
school-room, and seemed much to enjoy the privilege. 
^ Feed my Lambs.^ " 



ON SPIRITUAL RECOLLECTION. 

" Sir Isaac Newton used to say that all his discoveries 
were not so much owing to any superior capacity above 
other men, but to a steady unbroken attention which 
waited till truth rose up and appeared clear to his 
mind." 

" As the wicked by recollection find hell within, so 
the righteous by recollection find heaven there." — 
Rev. Mr, Fletcher, 

•* In order to preserve this humble, gentle love, it 
is needful to do all things with recollection, watching 
against all hurry or dissipation of thought, as well as 
against pride, wrath, or surliness. But this can be no 
otherwise perceived but by continuing instant in 
prayer." — Rev, Mr. Wedey. 
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" Let US cast ourselves at the adorable feet of Him 
who stands between the Father's wrath and us ; there 
may we wait with deep recollection^ humble attention, 
and firm confidence, till we feel that word fulfilled in 
all its power — *' I will instruct thee in the way thou 
shouldest go, I will guide thee by mine eye.' This is 
the point, then let us ask it in faith. Jesus give us 
the power to abide in thy presence ! One says * Re- 
collection is faith and silence in the presence of God.' 
This presence of God (or rather the recollection of it) 
implies a silence of spirit cutting-off useless thoughts, 
and waiting as Mary at the Master's feet, sweetly 
sinking under every cross, and making it our one 
business never to turn away our eye from the Saviour. 

Let us try what prayer can do, let us keep in the 
faith and silence of true recollection ; and pray with- 
out ceasing, till we can rejoice evermore." — Mrs. 
Fletcher^ s Letters. 

" At present, O my God, I will recollect myself, to 
adore in silence, the mysteries of Thy son, and wait 
until he be born again in my heart. Come, Lord 
Jesus ! Come Spirit of truth and love ! who formed 
thee in the bosom of the blessed virgin. I wait for 
ITiee Divine Jesus, as the prophets and patriarchs 
waited for Thee." — Archbishop FenelorHs Meditations. 

"September 1 8th, 1845. Children's tea-meeting. 
The weather, which for a considerable time had been 
remarkably fine, was now changed to be very wet and 
boisterous, and my poor mind became much disturbed, 
chiefly because those who lived at a distance could 
not attend. But thanks to His holy name, we had a 
good meeting — never better — two hundred and sixty- 
eight were present ; and after five hours spent in the 
most solid joy, we were very unwilling to part. 
Another meeting is announced for the 18th of 
December next ; that is, if Thou, O Lord, pleasest ! 

The * Spirit of the Times' does not now molest us 

at all. AH efibrts to crush us have clearly proved 

abortive — we are more than conquerors through Him 

that loved us — we never had more of the Divine 
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presence in our sanctuary — never had better attend- 
ance — never a larger or more useful society. The 
tracts are distributed as usual, and we have a good 
report of them that are without. We thankfully 
repose again in peaceful victory. 

The new school-room is fully occupied, and is of 
immense benefit in the work. 

* In blessing Thee with grateful songs 

My happy life shall glide away ; 
The praise that to Thy name belongs, 

Hourly with lifted hands I'll pay.' " 

" October 6th, 1845. The last week has been a 
week of sore trial to me, chiefly owing to a bad 
cough, which I feared would hinder my performing 
the coming Sabbath duties. It was no better ou 
Sabbath morning, and my soul was much disquieted 
within me. With great depression of mind and sore 
travail, I however ventured to attempt the morning 
service, and the cough never annoyed me in the least 
— soon my courage began to revive, and I went for- 
ward in His great name. Throughout the day I had 
plenty of strength, both of body and mind, and I 
returned home in the evening with my cough quite 
removed : the people also were abundantly satisfied, 
and a new song of praise was put into my mouth. 
This is not the first case of the kind, by very many, 
wherein my merciful Father and Friend has helped 
me in time of need. Be it remembered, that the 
whole of the sacred ministry at the chapel still rests 
on me, and of course I want adequate strength. I 
cannot yet consent to be cut-off from His blessed 
work on any account." 

" October 27th, 1845. Bad cough again, with great 
conflict of mind on various accounts. I ventured 
however on the services, and was again helped — but 
I had painful work to do — a new subject was given 
me to preach from — an angry God has spoken fear- 
fully — there is at least half the potato crop spoiled 
by a new unknown disease ; and a gloomy prospect 
presents itself for the coming winter. I took up the 
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subject and enlarged greatly on the sins of the nation, 
and on His righteous judgments. In the interval of 
service, while I was musing pensively on the signs of 
the times, the manifestations of Divine wrath, and on 
my own unprofitableness, as I was alone in the 
chapel, my mind became suddenly and powerfully 
impressed with the idea that I must, the next day, 

without fail, go and warn of the impropriety 

of his carrying out his intended purpose, of shortly 
going to infidel France, to learn the science of 
anatomy. Accordingly I went: and in His great 
and awful name who governs the universe, did what 
He bade me, humbly, earnestly, heartily. I spared 

not. The following letter written to , 1 2th 

November, 1845, will further explain this very im- 
portant transaction. — 

'Dear , The 'bad cough' referred to in 

your kind letter of the 8th instant, after it had 
chastised and humbled me, and moved me to do some 
special good, which had been neglected, left me, 
without the aid of medicine. Indeed it was not 
sufficient to hinder my attention to my ordinary 
secular and religious duties. Part of the good per- 
formed, was to give a parting, pointed address, 

relative to his venturing his precious soul within the 
precincts of infidel France, in direct, declared oppo- 
sition to the advice and remonstrance of his Guardians, 
solely for worldly gain, I had a sore trial to do this, 
for his fond mother has got the idea that he is a youth 
of such spotless purity, that sin never did, never can 
touch him! She therefore unpleasantly interfered 
all the time, and neutralized, or picked up, the good 
seed. However, by dint of force, I did, at last, my 
painful duty ; and delivered GodCs message / and looe 
be to if he neglect or despise that counsel.^ 

N.B. — He went to France, notwithstanding, and 
died there, February 21st, 1846, aged nineteen years. 
Had he Uved, he was certain of inheriting large 
property. ' He was the only son of his mother, and 
she was a widow P " 
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Letter from the Rev. J. Berridge to the Rev. Row- 
land Hill, September 3rd, 1774. 

"Dear Rowly, — The lampoon published against 
you, is a blessed omen for good, that God intends to 
honour you. Luther, used to say, when the Lord 
had fresh work for him to do, a strong trial was 
always sent beforehand, to prepare him for it by 
humiliation. Fear not, go forward; and the more 
reproach you meet with, for Christ's sake, the more 
he will honour you. Study not to be a fine preacher. 
Jerichos are blown down with rams' horns. Look 
simply unto Jesus for preaching food, and what is 
wanted will be given; and what is given will be 
blest, whether it be a barley or a wheaten loaf; a 
crust or a crumb. When your heart is right, meek, 
and simple, Jesus will make an orator of you ; when 
you grow lofty, and are pleased with your prattle, 
Jesus will make a fool of you. Your mouth will be 
a flowing stream, or a fountain sealed, according as 
your heart is. Avoid all controversy, in preaching, 
talking, or writing; preach nothing down but the 
devil, and nothing up but Jesus Christ." — Congre^ 
gational Magazine, Dec, 1841, p. 870. 

" November 17th, 1845. Attended the missionary 
meeting at George-street chapel ; made a speech, as 
it is called, and paid in ten guineas, being the money 
collected for that fund at the chapel at the Common, 
the last year. It was a delightful season." 

"December 18th, 1845. Children's tea-meeting 
at the chapel. The weather was very unfavourable, 
and my patience was thereby sorely exercised ; yet 
two hundred and forty-four children attended, and 
we never had a better time." 

"Jan. 1st, 1846. Anniversary six-o'clock morning 
prayer-meeting ; a goodly company were present, and 
all rejoiced in the goodness and the grace of God. In 
the evening, about seventy adults took tea together — 
many of whom spoke their christian experience with 
great freedom, and to our mutual edification. And 
the best of all was, the Divine presence greatly 
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cheered and strengthened us. The public services 
at the chapel were never better attended — about one 
hundred children are in the school — tracts are dis- 
tributed as usual — love, joy, and peace abide among 
us. O Lord, most High ! we humbly hope that all 
is thine, and ever will be, 

. ' My body, soul, and spirit, receive, 
A holy, living sacrifice ; 
Small as it is, tis all my store. 
More should'st Thou have, if 1 had more.' " 



INTERESTING DEATH-BED TESTIMONY. 

" Many years ago, the following took place at War- 
minster Common, which hundreds of times since has 
been a source of solid consolation to me and to many 
others who witnessed it. 

A poor woman of the name of Ellen Parker, the 
mother of two children, was taken ill of a con- 
sumption, and was visited during her lingering afflic- 
tion by the translator of the new edition of the Bible, 
the learned and zealous minister of the Unitarian 
denomination, late a seceder &om the estabUshed 
church. She soon complained of being very dis- 
satisfied in her mind, that she got no spiritual good 
by his counsel, and could not look at the approach of 
death, with any consolation. She therefore desired 
that other christian friends might visit her. Some of 
the Wesleyans of this town gladly embraced the 
opportunity, by preaching unto her * Christ crucified,' 
in all his fulness, both as * the wisdom of God and 
the power of God :' she drank-in the soul-refreshing 
truths; and, by a spiritual manifestation of His 
blessed merits and death to her believing heart, was 
soon brought into full gospel liberty and peace. 
From this time, all fear of death was removed, she 
had an uninterrupted sense of the Divine presence, 
and rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Such was the abundance of her loving heart, that the 
whole neighbourhood was stirred up to visit her, and 
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thankfully to partake of her hallowed joy. It was 
most unquestionably a first-rate luxury to see her. 
The minister alluded to, as well as all others, became 
equally astounded at what they witnessed ; no longer 
had they to administer consolation, but to receive it. 
The dying saint was by far the most eloquent and 
most eflSlcient preacher. 

And now let me state the blessed issue of this very- 
important and edifying transaction. The humble, 
joyful believer soon became very restless as to any 
dishonour offered to her blest Redeemer or His soul- 
saving merits, and therefore very much wished the 
aforesaid Unitarian visits to be relinquished, and only 
the Wesleyan ones continued. Death now approached 
with rapid strides ; before her departure, she desired 
to have a final interview with the said minister, when 
the following conversation took place, which I had 
the next day from her own lips. 

' Dear sir, I feel it my duty most humbly to thank 
you for all your kindness shewn to me, I have no 
doubt but that you intended your instruction during 
my affliction to be for my good ; but I have to inform 
you that I could get no consolation for my anxious 
mind, from anything you said. I therefore invited 
the Wesleyan friends to visit me ; since I have be- 
lieved in the Redeemer's precious merits and death, 
I have received a fulness of Divine consolation 
wholly unknown before, which you now witness. It 
has given me full victory over the fear of death, and 
I can testify that I have not the least doubt but * that 
when the earthly house of this my tabernacle is dis- 
solved, I shall have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.' I have 
sent for you, sir, this once, in order that I might 
deliver to you my last solemn convictions of God's 
eternal Truth, as it pertains to salvation. / am sure, 
sir, that your doctrines are erroneous, and that who- 
ever holds them to the end cannot be saved. Do then 
let my dying testimony have full weight both in your 
mind and in your ministry : depend upon it, there 
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is no other name under heaven whereby a sinner can 
be saved, but the name of Jesus. Now, sir, as my time 
is very short, and I have delivered my soul in thus ad- 
dressing you, I must beg the favor of your discontinuing 
your visits to me, unless you can come in the true 
spirit of a humble believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and trust alone in Him for salvation.' He remained 
silent for a season, appeared deeply impressed with 
the conversation, and then replied thus : — * I cannot 
but admire your amazing joy and peace, your heavenly 
temper, and glorious prospects ; it all but confounds 
me, and I am obliged to acknowledge, that, if you are 
right — / am wrong.* He then bade her a final fare- 
well. She died in about a week, with her earthen 
vessel filled overflowing to the last moment. 

Six years after, a younger sister died in the same 
blessed faith, and with almost equal joy. 

' As soon as in Him we believe, 

By faith of His Spirit we take ; 
And freely forgiven, receive 

The mercy for Jesus's sake. 
We gain a pure drop of His love ; 

The life of eternity know ; 
Angelical happiness prove ; 

And witness a heaven below.' *' 

"March 1st, 1846. I preached on the solemn 
visitation recorded 27th October last, to a deeply- 
affected congregation, and I hope the death of one 
will be the life of many. Text Luke vii. 1 1, 13." 

''March 19th, 1846. Children's tea-meeting. 
The weather very favourable — three hundred and 
thirty- two present. We all walked in due procession 
through the Common. The usual services were well 
fiUed-up for five hours. We parted, deeply regretting 
that such meetings are not held oftener." 

"May 7th, 1846. Wesleyan missionary meeting. 
Addressed the meeting, and paid in ten guineas. The 
people seemed much gratified." 

" June 2nd, 1846, (Whit-Tuesday). Adults' tea- 
meeting as usual, much to our edification." 

" June 18th, 1846. Children's tea-meeting. The 
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weather being intensely hot we had our fears as to 
the attendance, but they proved groundless. Three 
hundred and twenty-six attended besides adults. 
When we walked through the Common, a friendly 
cloud came over the burning sun and shaded it the 
whole time which made it pleasant. The meeting 
went off exceedingly well. Some said it was the best 
we ever had." 

"August 7th, 1846. Attended the Bible meeting 
in this town. I have gladly supported this excellent 
institution for the last thirty-three years — ^have never 
been absent from its joyful anniversaries. 

In my ministerial capacity I have been compelled 
again to take up the painful subject of the probable 
failure of the potato crop ; one fourth of which, at 
least, is irrecoverably lost already. * In righteousness 
doth he judge and make war.' Alas what will the 
poor do the coming winter ? and who shall stand in 
the gap, at least to stop it where it is ? I presume that 
plain truth must now be spoken. I beg humbly to 
ask. Have all ministers throughout the kingdom been 
faithful to their awful trust ? are they good stewards 
of His mysteries? at all times, without respect of 
persons, declaring His whole counsel ? Or are they 
a time-serving, truth- compromising race, like the 
scribes and pharisees of old, a generation of vipers 
who cannot escape the damnation of hell ? Watch- 
men of Israel ye stand arraigned — ^wrath is gone out 
from the Lord — the decree hath brought forth ! An- 
swer the awful question, * Can you firmly stand in the 
gap V 

' The Lord help men, and open their eyes before it 
be too late ! For, either the gospel is not|true, or 
there are few, who, in a due manner, discharge that 
ministry which they take upon them.' — Owen.^^ 

" Whene'er my careless hands hang down, 
O let me see Thy gathering frown, 

And feel Thy warning eye : 
And, starting, cry from ruin's brink. 
Save, Jesus, or I yield, I sink, 

O, save me, or I die." 
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" August 9th, 1846. Sorely exercised in my mind 
on account of the loss at once of two useful, and 
almost the principal, helpers in the Sunday-school — 
both obliged to leave us to return no more. So down 
we are again, and how we are to get on no one knows. 
It was truly affecting to see the weeping and lamenta- 
tion of the dear children at the chapel, at the final 
parting. Under such circumstances, with regard to 
myself^ I seem again, as is often the case, like Moses' 
bush, burning but not consumed : this has always been 
our certain portion in the work. We scarcely ever 
begin to glory in any prosperity before we are again 
reduced. The best members of our society — the best 
hearers and supporters of our needy cause — the best 
children of the school, we are sure soon to be deprived 
of. So we are always beginning afresh, always kept 
poor and in the dust. I had, however, great liberty 
of speech in the services, and it seemed that the 
people had ears to hear. 

< Unsustained by Thee we fall, 
Send the help for which we call; 
Weaker than a bruised reed, 
Help we every moment need.' " 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 



Case 97. Aged nineteen. — Great weakness and debility for two 
years ; had tried every medical means at a great expense ; was of 
a pale yellow complexion. On account of her extreme weakness 
I only administered the imperceptible stream, passed from the 
neck to the feet with Insulation — in ten minutes a most profuse 
perspiration appeared, drops stood on her forehead and hands. 
There was no other application whatever, either of electricity or 
medicine; in a fortnight she was quite recovered. Ail that 
witnessed it deemed it to be little less than a miracle. 

98. Aged twenty. — So extremely debilitated that she fainted 
twice in being brought from her house to the machine ; she had 
kept her bed for a considerable time and had long been given up 
by her medical attendant as incurable ; she was at first brought 
in men's arms, wrapped in blankets — in a fortnight perfectly 
cured. Suppression was the primary cause of her illness. 
2e 
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80. Aged fifty-two. — Nervous affection, attended with great 
debility ; head-ache for nineteen years, had her head shaved 
several times. Positive sparks in her forehead four evenings, and 
a few slight shocks ; perfectly cured. 

Memorcmdum, Owing to the multiplicity of other engagements 
I did not record any of the cures performed for four or five 
months, they were however as numerous and important as before. 
They consisted chiefly of rheumatism — ^tooth and head ache — 
bums and scalds — sore eyes — sore legs and hands — female 
obstructions, especially — partial, re<ient palsies— chilblains (infal- 
libly)^-debility, k,c, I applied it in three cases to total blindness 
of many years standing, but without effect ; the patients could 
see the sparks. Two of them had a thick film grown over the 
sight which I endeavoured by a profusion of sparks to penetrate. 
I persevered for several weeks — one of them could at last discern 
the shadow of my hand. I had hereby an opportunity afforded 
of trying to the uttermost the effect of electricity on the eye. It 
was truly astonishing to witness so tender a part receive such a 
torrent of sparks and sometimes small shocks, sent direct from a 
point to the centre of the naked eye-ball, for such a length of 
time, and yet not receive the slightest injury. There is however 
one reason which partly accounts for it; it is the constant 
moisture which surrounds the eye which conducts the fluid offside- 
ways, so that very little of it, probably, ever actually enters the eye. 
In its application there is also great difficulty in securing the eye- 
lash, so that it shall not escape in that way. It was equally 
astonishing also to find not the least injury sustained by the brain, 
by those long and powerful applications to the eyes. 

Another opportunity occurred of trying the strength of the 
human constitution to bear electric shocks, in the case of a girl 
ten years of age, who for six years had epileptic fits nearly every- 
day. I applied it forty days in different ways — strong shocks 
were sent through the head in every direction, .sometimes a 
hundred at one time; also through the spinal marrow, the 
bowels, heart and lungs; all this was done without the least 
injury : she always complained most when the shocks were sent 
transversely through the bowels. She was discharged in better 
health and spirits, but the fits were not cured. 

Neither sparks nor small shocks will injure a pregnant woman, 
if she is perfectly devoid of fear at the time. 

Two cases of scalded legs by boiling tea-kettles were immedi- 
ately electrified. Positive sparks ; cured in ten minutes. Elec- 
tricity has always the same effect on burns and scalds, as on 
chilblains. 

A' young man extremely ill owing to sleeping in a damp bed — 
It was with great difficulty that he could walk ; it resisted all 
medicine. In three weeks I discharged him, cured. I generally 
gave him from one to three hundred small shocks at a time. 
These diseases require a force of application, (if the patient's 
strength will admit), sufficient to raise instant perspiration ; in 
two minutes this is generally accomplished. My machine will 
discharge a hundred and fifty small shocks per minute, the jar 
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contains twenty-five inches of glass, the electrometer stands a 
quarter of an inch distant from the conductor. 

100. Aged twenty-five. — Suppression for two years; very weak. 
Not being able to ascertain the expected period, I administered it 
at intervals for three weeks ; small shocks transversely through 
the body. It was then discontinued without efiSsct. Two monUis 
after, without any other assistance, the desired object appeared. 

101. Aged forty. — Sorely afflicted with the gravel; great 
weakness and pain in the loins. Sparks to the affected part 
shocks from one foot to the other; perfectly cured. I have 
freqaently known acute gravel pains subside the instant electricity 
was applied. 

102. Aged fifty .^After expending nearly twenty pounds in 
medical attendance without the least benefit, was cured of a 
palsied arm, side, and leg, by twenty-two applications of sparks 
chiefly ; she can now^walk as well as ever. 

103. Aged eight.~-Eruption for a lenjcth of time behind the 
ear, which resisted all medicine. Perfectly cured ; sparks for a 
fortnight. 

104. Aged sixty. — Lost the use of his left arm while asleep — 
perfectly useless ; three days after electricity was applied. Strong 
sparks for three evenings; perfectly cured. 

105. Aged fifty. — ^Violent rheumatic pain in his shoulder and 
arm. Perfectly cured, four applications ; strong sparks and small 
shocks. 

106. Two children with inflamed eyes for a length of time; so 
bad, that their father said their shrieks did pierce his heart. The 
best medical advice had failed. I happened one day to see them 
in the street, and strongly recommended to try electricity. Im- 
perceptible stream through the forehead, aura direct to the eyes; 
both of them perfectly cured by five applications. 

107. Aged thirty-five. — Great lameness in the ancle apparently 
from a chill. Four times sparks ; cured. 

108. Aged twenty-five.— Violent pain in her right side, which 
was greatly increased if she drew her breath hardly ; obstruction 
also. Sparks drawn from the affected part and a few shocks firom 
one foot to the other, three evenings ; perfectly cured. 

109. Aged twenty-four. — ^Violent pain in her right side, felt 
mostly when lying on that side ; had resisted medicine a long 
time. Five times sparks; cured. 

110. Aged thirty- two. — Large swelling at the anus, attended 
with violent pain in the small of the back, shooting across the 
abdomen; it was brought on apparently by walking a long 
journey about six months ago, has been increasing in size ever 
since,— obliged to lie in bed — his medical attendant was of opinion 
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that it would be a very lingering case. Sparks drawn direct from 
the affected part in a moment removed all pain, small shocks 
across the os sacrum in different directions for a few days; per- 
fectly cured. 

111. Aged thirty. — ^Violent constipation and strangury, which 
had resisted Glauber's salts, Scot's pills, and castor oil. Strong 
sparks transversely sent through the bowels a few minutes, — in 
two hours relief was obtained. Several similar cases have 
occurred. I never knew it fail in this complaint. 

112. Aged seventy-six. — Sudden and violent pain at the back 
of her shoulder, high inflammation followed rapidly, and the use 
of the arm was lost, every hour it increased and fears were 
alarming. Strong sparks ; in half a minute the pain subsided, the 
next day she could move her hand ; two more applications .per- 
fected the cure. What appeared most surprising in this case was, 
three days after the cure was performed, the opposite side of the 
shoulder where the pain was felt and where the sparks had been 
applied, became all over blackf as though some vessel had been 
ruptured. In a few weeks the blackness disappeared. 

113. Aged twenty-five. — Violent pain in her right side attended 
with a swelling under her short ribs ; could not lie on tTiat side. 
Catamenia regular, the pain perfectly removed, by negative 
sparks, in one minute ; three hours afterwards the swelling dis- 
appeared. Catamenia appeared a week earlier than usual, a very 
common occurrence after being electrified. Delicate females 
should dread touching an electrical machine; I once knew a 
case where a fortnight's affliction followed the indulgence in it 
for amusement. Remember that you may unnaturally accelerate 
what you cannot afterwards stop, 

114. Aged thirty. — Great weakness in her stomach — indigestion 
— sickness — head-ache ; no relief froxa medicine. Positive chain 
around her head, negative sparks drawn from the pit of her 
stomach, four times; perfectly cured. 

115. Aged fifty. — ^Took a chill four months ago which caused a 
palsy of the left arm ; no relief from medicine. Four times, 
sparks; perfectly cured. 

116. Aged fifty. — A large tumour under her arm ; after being 
electrified it broke and discharged and then healed, and her 
general health was greatly improved* 

117. Aged eight. — A little boy who was found lying in a field 
in a state of insensibility ; one side of his face appeared bruised. 
No one could tell what was the matter with him ; his life was 
despaired of for several days. Medical applications relieved him 
so far as to be able to walk, but he remained quite destitute of 
his understanding. Four applications of sparks and shocks to 
the head perfectly cured him. 



dbyGoogk 



CHAPTER XXL 



LAMENTED DESTRUCTION OF THE POTATO CROP; 

CONTINUATION OF LARGE CHILDREN'S TEA. 

MEETINGS; 

JOYFUL DISCONTINUANCE OF ALL OPPOSITION TO 

THE CHAPEL SERVICES, AND OTHER 

INFORMATION. 

** August llth, 1846. Preached this evening s^ain 
on the subject of the awful visitation now abroad^ the 
almost entire destruction of the potato crop. Never^ 
in the memory of man, was there anything known 
like it. Beautiful and extensive fields of potatoes 
growing luxuriantly to day — ^to-morrow, smitten with 
some invisible, undefined disease, which in a few days 
turns all to desolation. What the poor are to do the 
coming winter, is known only to Him who sends the 
scourge. All at present is mourning and lamentation : 
and yet I have not heard of any case where the pro- 
phets have taken up the subject ministericMy ; I 
mean with holy jealousy, in the name of their awful 
Lord. At its first appearance, I gave the trumpet a 
certain sound ; I called on the people to put away 
their sins, calling upon the name of the Lord. Now 
U is too late to recover the loss. After the service my 
mind sunk into a peaceful calm, and the heavy burthen 
referred to in the last chapter, respecting the loss of 
the school teachers, was removed. I should like to ask 
the question, ^How much of national calamity is 
always chargeable to the ministry V A great deal no 
doubt IJE^Our Blessed Lord describes it clearly enough. 
Matt, xxiii. 
^ A minister shares in the good and in the evil of 
2e3 
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his parish : if they be good it is to his praise ; if they 
be evil commonly he is guilty of it.' — Fenner*^ 

"September 17th, 1846. Children's tea-meeting ; 
three hundred and two tickets issued — a most delight- 
ful meeting indeed ; it really seems better and better; 
itwell sustains its high interest. Five hours' attendance 
did not weary us — there was neither deadness nor 
dulness : sweetest singing — suitable addresses — repeat- 
ing from memory numerous hymns and other spiritual 
selections^ all combining to advance His blessed cause 
and ^ to assure our hearts before Him.' Truly did 
we again prove ^ How good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.' Be it known 
that we had as usual, long and much bespoken our 
kind and best Friend's attendance and sanction herein, 
and we did not constrain Him in vain. He soon made 
our hearts to burn within us. 

' He stopped, and talked, and fed, and blessed, 
And filled the enlarged desire/ 

I could not sleep a fourth part of the night after- 
wards, the * living water' did so continually spring up 
in my overflowing heart. All the next day, the peace 
of God which passeth understanding, and the joy 
which is unspeakable and full of glory, remained with 
me uninterrupted. This is the tenth large children's 
tea-meeting held by us at the chapel, at the Common.'* 

" September 26th, 1846. Took a solitary walk to 
the sequestered spot in a meadow, where, under the 
shade of some trees (still standing), forty-five years 
ago, I used frequently to retire, unseen by mortal eye, 
and pour out my soul in prayer, and, in> deepest 
poverty of spirit, mourn over my sins, being bur- 
thened; when without worldly property, prospects, 
or patronage, I first took up my heavy cross, forsook 
all to follow Christ, and truly died to the world and 
all things therein. On a slight review of forty-five 
years of uninterrupted mercies, spiritual and temporal, 
what could I do ? what could I say ? Nothing / for 
I had too much then passing before my loaded mind to 
speak of, I could only think, wonder, and silently adore. 
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The rest is all left for eternity. I would ask * What 
was I then — what am I now ? ' And may I not humbly 
ask, further, ' What was Warminster Common^ then f 
and what is it now f 

The period referred to above was 1801, being the 
year when I first joined the Wesleyan society, aged 
seventeen, only twenty-five years after the great 
persecution hereinbefore referred to, which drove the 
Methodist preachers from this town, and the spirit of 
which, still largely remained. 

Diary, "The persecution alluded to still kept 
increasing daily, and threatened now to overwhelm 
me. All my former friends, finding it lost labour to 
reason with me, at length left me to my fate : I believe 
that they had no doubt whatever of my being inevit- 
ably ruined both body and soul. They said, and they 
believed, that much religion hud made or would 
make me mad, and acted accordingly. They all 
forthwith withdrew their friendship and intercourse 
and I soon ' became an alien among my own mother's 
children.' I now literally sold all to follow Christ. 
I had previously sacrificed a respectable situation 
ofiered me at Bristol, solely for the benefit of the 
religious retirement and pursuits which I now had, 
and that I might ' seek and secure first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness,' as the scriptures 
commanded. I had now lost the esteem of my master 
and mistress ; of my much-loved spiritual teacher the 
Eev. R. Herbert, the curate of the church ; of my 
mother (my father was dead) ; of my numerous 
relations, all of whom belonged to the established 
church ; and all my worldly acquaintance. My repu- 
tation as to this world, I believed was all gone for 
ever. So were my worldly prospects. The whole of 
my property, above my apparel, consisted of only a 
few shillings : I had no possible means of subsistence 
but by my own personal exertions : I had no patrimony 
ever to look to : I did not know a day that my ofifended 
master would continue my despised services : I had 
not the least prospect of eyer getting another situation 
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where ray religious character would be respected. 
I therefore gave up all/or losty and meeklj consented 
fully to drink the cup and to be baptized with the 
baptism. In this solemn transaction, big with eternal 
destinies, I say, I died in very deed to ihe world and 
the world died to me. It was no partial sacrifice. 
It was a whole burnt offering I expected nothing, 
literally nothir^, any more ever therefrom. The 
naked promise of Almighty God, ^ Bread shall be 
given thee and thy water shall be sure,' was all I had 
to lean on ; more than this I did not expect : and my 
humbled, broken heart truly said, * O Lord give me 
Thyself, more than this I do not desire.' 

One day however, the storm beat high, furious, and 
fearful indeed. Eeviewing my forlorn state, having 
nothing left me in the world but the affection of the 
few poor despised members of the Methodist society, 
not one of whom was capable of affording me the 
least assistance whatever in temporal concerns ; sorely 
buffeted by the devil, and harrassed with doubts and 
fears whether it was, after all, my duty to purchase 
even religion itself, at so dear a rate, and whether 
God himself required of me such an enormous sacrifice. 
Bowed down indeed with sorrow deep and poignant, 
my strength began to yield, my faith was tried to the 
uttermost and it all but failed ; I stood awfuUy and 
trembUngly undecided ; it was a moment of immense, 
I had almost said of eternal, importance ; I had no 
christian friend at hand to help me ; it was only half 
an hour before the preaching began. Th be or not 
to be, that was the question. It so happened that at 
this eventful moment a bible lay before me, with the 
most intense desire to know what to do, I opened it, 
(the hand of God most unquestionably must be here) 
and these words, and these only^ instantly and power- 
fully struck my languid eye, and pierced my heavy 
heart, * Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo we 
have left all and have followed Thee. And Jesus 
answered and said. Verily I say unto you, There is 
no man that hath left hcmse, or brethren, or sisters. 
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or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my sake and the gospel's, but he shall receive an 
hundred fold now in this time, houses and brethren, 
and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions ; and in the world to come, eternal life.' 
— Mark x. 28 — 30. This was quite enough for me ; 
all-conquering faith came by reading ; the snare was 
broken in a moment — Divine light shined clearly upon 
my soul — doubts and fears jled-^my mind became 
again assured, and sunk into a peaceful calm — all my 
former resolutions revived. I ran away eagerly to 
the preaching ; and now, by divine grace, I once more 
solemnly, and heartily, and unreservedly, determined 
to cleave to His despised cause and people, and that 
neither tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or peril, or sword, should ever separate me 
therefrom. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me bless His holy name. 

N.B. — By Divine grace, I kept my vow^ and have 
since more than inherited the promises. The hundred 
fold has become a thousand. 

* With thine army of cross-hearers, 

Lo ! we wait, we \on^ to rise, 
In thy royal triumph sharers, 

In thy joy beyond the skies ; 
Come the kingdom, 
Saviour bring the immortal prize.* " 

" September 29th, 1 846. Answered a letter recently 
received from our young friend James Cornish, of Usk, 
in Monmouth, exhorting him therein to abide steadfast 
in the faith, and to follow the divine call, which it 
appears he has lately received to preach the gospel. 
This youth is altogether ours. A providence, which 
we could not control, removed him from us, and 
made our hearts for a season to bleed at his loss, 
because he was a real treasure, — but now the mystery 
is unfolding itself. For years I had a presentiment, 
that at some period he would be thus employed. In 
his letter he thankfully acknowledges all his good to 
have been obtained at our chapel. 
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Warminster Common may well rejoice at sending 
forth such instruments. Some years ago, two mis- 
sionaries were appointed to foreign stations, by the 
Wesleyan committee, who directly or indirectly owed 
their conversion to the preaching at our chapel." 

" November 14th, 1846. More painful work for the 
ministers to do. A frowning providence will furnish 
plenty of matter, I expect, to preach about this winter. 
Nearly the whole of the potato crop is totally spoiled, 
valued at least, at twenty millions of pounds sterling ! 
At the commencement of the summer (when the 
disease first made its appearance) I faithfully warned 
the people, and exhorted them to repent and turn to 
God, but I do not know that any of them had ears to 
hear. 

's opposition to our cause has at length entirely 

ceased, we hope for ever : it lasted about five years. 
So far we ought to be very thankful, not only to 
Almighty God, but also to all parties concerned therein 
— for we have always plenty of discouragements in 
the work itself, to contend with, without being opposed 
by those who call themselves Christ's ministers and 
people. ^ The archers have sorely grieved him and 
shot at him, and hated him : but his bow abode in 
strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong 
by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob.' — Gen. 
xlix. 23. 

^ And shall we not sing, our Saviour and King, 

Thy witnesses we 
With rapture ascribe our salvation to Thee.' " 



124th PSALM, 

STERNHOLD AND HOPKINS's VERSION. 



Now Israel may say, and that truly, 

If thut the Lord had not our cause maintained, 

If that the Lord had not our right sustain'd, 

When all the world against us furiously 

Made their uproars, and said we should all die : 
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Then long ago they had devour'd us all, 

And swallow'd quick, for aught that we could deeni) 

Such was their rage, as we might well esteem : 

And as the floods with mighty force do fall, 

So had they now our lives ev'n brought to thrall : 

The raging streams most proud in roaring noise, 

Had long ago o'erwhelm'd us in the deep, 

Praised be God, which doth us safely keep 

From bloody teeth, and their most cruel voice 

Which, as a prey to eat us would rejoice. 

£v'n as a bird from fowler's gin, or pen 

Escapes away, right so it fares with us ; 

Broke are the nets, and we escaped thus. 
God that made heav'n and earth is our help then, 
His name hath sav'd us from these wicked men. 

"December 6th, 1846. Funeral sermon for Susan 
Tucker, widow, aged eighty-one. For more than 
thirty years she was acquainted with experimental 
religion, walking worthy of her calling ; although she 
was confined to a sick bed for several years, yet she 
always rejoiced in the God of her salvation. She was 
present the first time I ever ventured to engage in 
public prayer, (thirty-one years ago). Just before 
her departure, on being asked** Are you happy?' she 
replied * quite happy,' and then she gladly yielded up 
her spirit to Him who gave it. 

A little boy named Jackson Tabor, aged nine years, 
in a letter to one of our teachers, sent by him from 
Birmingham, states, ' I go to a Sunday-school, I don't 
like it as well as I did my dear school at Warminster 
Common. I have a very kind teacher ; the boys are 
very wicked. Will you ask Mr. D. to come here, I 
should like to hear him preach in our chapel, I do not 
understand our ministers very well.' Does not this 
shew that the ministers there did preach in a style 
which children do not understand? is it then any 
wonder that * they are very wicked children' ? I ask, 
is this ' feeding my lambs' ? Lord help me to learn a 
useful lesson from this little boy's simple epistle, and 
never forget it, — I say, never forget it.^^ 

"December 17th, 1846. Children's tea-meeting, 
very good ; the roads being very slippery, there were 
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not SO many present, but our joy in the Lord was very 
great. I afterwards met with some discouragement 
(which I generally do after great joy), owing to a pain 
in the small of my back, which made it difficult to 
walk. I cried unto the Lord for help^ and although 
I had during the Christmas season^ twenty- two secular 
and religious public meetings to attend in eighteen 
days, strength came as it was wanted, and a new song 
was again put into my mouth, even a song of praise 
and thanksgiving to our God." 

*' January 1st, 1847, New year's six o'clock morn- 
ing prayer-meeting went off well ; so did the evening 
adults' tea-meeting (seventy present). Sunday evening 
the directions for renewing the covenant were read to 
a large and very serious congregation. So the year 
is begun well, praised be His holy name. Among 
some of our neighbours and acquaintances, however, 
Ezekiel's roll has been again awfully unfolded; several 
families have found written therein^ * mourning, la- 
mentation, and woe.' " 

"January 18th, 1847. Visited about a hundred 
families at the Common, with a district committee, 
appointed to investigate their wants, with a view to 
granting them some compensation (from a charitable 
fund lately created in this parish) for their loss of the 
potato crop, and on account of the present high price 
of bread. I cannot express the gratitude which I felt 
to Almighty God for His goodness, so richly displayed 
in the very great change manifestly wrought in the 
circumstances of the poor whom we visited. Twenty 
years ago we could hardly venture to put our heads 
into most of their filthy habitations : ignorance, vice, 
misery, and disease were almost everywhere found. 
Now there is cleanliness both of person, residence, 
and goods, with health, content, and gratitude : in 
fact, we were almost at a loss to find, so far as our 
district extended, where any real distress existed. 
Well might it be said, * What hath God wrought !' 
My humbled heart most gladly responded to these 
blessed testimonies of His love, and I again resolved. 
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by his help, still to preach the everlasting gospel to 
the poor, that blessed counteractive of all moral and 
social evils, doing it heartily and perseveringly, and 
to spare no pains nor expense in carrying-out fully 
herein, the great and glorious design of His unbounded 
love to man. The dreadful ravages of the typhus fever, 
which heretofore so often used to visit these wretched 
outcasts and hurry them into eternity quite unprepared, 
are now all but extinct ; scarcely a case of death occurs 
therefrom in a year. [See the deaths' register of this 
parish.]" 

"March 18th, 1847. Children's tea-meeting— 
three' hundred tickets issued. The utmost harmony 
prevailed. Some friends came from Frome to witness 
our proceedings, and gladly to partake of our deep 
and hallowed joy. The weather was very fine — we 
all walked round the Common, and after the usual 
services were over we very reluctantly parted, our 
hearts overflowing with new gratitude, joy, and love. 
But generally, after these seasons of unusual enjoy- 
ment, some * thorn in the flesh,' some ^ messenger of 
satan,' some domestic or secular trial, soon follows, 
which reduces us in spiritual things again to our 
proper size and shape, and makes us go softly. So I 
found it now. But His great strength was again 
perfected in my weakness : praised be His holy name ! 

* It shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his 
heel.' An aged saint, on his dyingbed informed me that 
the true meaning of our Lord's words (John xiv, 30.) 

* Hereafter I will not talk much with you, for the 
prince of this world cometh and hath nothing in me,' 
was, that if we had large manifestations of the divine 
goodness at any time, we should surely find great 
trials follow." 

" March 24th, 1847. This day a national fast was 
kept, on account of the great scarcity of food, and of 
the fears which are entertained that worse evils await 
us. I am happy to state that the day was truly kept 
as a day of fasting and prayer ; not only in this town 
but everywhere, the greatest devotion appeared We 
2p 
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had three services at the Common. The seven o'clock 

morning prayer-meeting exceeded in number all 

previous ones — upwards of three hundred were 

present. One poor young woman actually rose at five 

in the morning, and went all over the Common and 

called up seventy-six of her young acquaintances^ and 

brought them all to the chapel. In the afternoon we 

were obliged to admit some of the congregation into 

the adjoining school-room, the chapel was so crowded. 

Surely we may humbly hope that this day's services 

will come up with acceptance before the mercy-seat. 

Will it not, O Lord our God ? for Thou delightest at 

all times in mercy ! 

* Thoa heard*8t Thy Abraham's prayer 
When Sodom's day was come.' 

Help us we beseech Thee, for vain is the help of 
man. Turn Thou us O good Lord, and so shall we 
be turned." 

^* April 7th, 1847. The markets have been lower- 
ing ever since the fasting-day." 

^* April 20th, 1847. Made some further improve- 
ments on the chapel premises at the Common, which 
cost about twenty-five pounds : they were but just 
finished, when a person ofiered to give me twenty 
pounds to give him up a piece of land, recently pur- 
chased, which he thought I had bought a great bargain. 
About half a year after the new school-room was 
finished (1845) some freehold property fell to me by 

the death of , for which a person immediately 

ofiered me two hundred pounds. This sum was nearly 
the amount which I had just before, in faith and love, 
advanced for the said building. ' Doth Job serve God 
for nought V 

< From Thee the everflowing spring, 
Our souls shall drink a fresh supply.' 

' Who goeth a war£etre any time at his own charges ?' 

' O taste ye Christless souls, and see. 

The Lord how good and kind ; 
Good in himself and good to me, 

To yoa-^to all mankind.' " 
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^^ May 7th^ 1847. Attended the Wesleyan mission* 
ary meeting in this town, and made a speech, as it is 
called, and paid oar year's contribution, ten guineas^ 
One poand three shillings and a penny of which was 
subscribed by the children and teachers of the Sunday* 
school." 

" May 25th, 1847, (Whit-Tuesday). Had our tea- 
meeting as usual — a goodly company attended — a 
gracious influence rested on the whole meeting. Be- 
lating of christian experience, without intermission, 
continued for nearly three hours. One of Uie society 
(John Neil) stated that he had been in the army for 
twenty years, and that out of a regiment of a thousand 
and one soldiers who left this country with him for 
foreign service, only he and one more lived to return 
home ! All the rest were not killed in battle, but died 
of sickness. Another member stated that he wajs 
first convinced of sin by hearing his children pray 
every morning and evening in their mother's lap. 
Another stated that he was convinced of sin by hearing 
one of the children repeat a solemn dialogue at the 
chapel one Sunday morning. ^ Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings Thou hast ordained strength.' 
Even so. Amen." 

"May 30th, 1847. One of the Sunday-school 
children (S. B.) this morning (Sunday) repeated from 
memory, at the chapel, a piece of poetry containing 
a hundred and twenty verses of four lines each, long 
measure ; without stopping, and with scarce a single 
error." 

"June 17th, 1847. Children's tea-meeting ; three 
hundred and twenty-two tickets issued; a most 
delightful meeting. Surely God was here — we all 
ate of his dainties and were satisfied ; and although 
we spent more than four hours in the service, we yet 
wanted to stay longer." 

"July 2nd, 1847. The quarter sessions of the 

peace are now being held in this town, and it is stated 

that there are more than a hundred and thirty 

prisoners to be tried 1 What an awful specimen of 
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the morality of the county. Several times in my 
early life have I known the said sessions continue only 
one day, hut often not more than two; now it is 
expected to last a week. Alas^ one would ask^ what 
has education done ? One relieving local fact I can 
however confidently state, and I have stated it more 
than once to one of the magistrates. It is, I have 
attended both the petty sessions and quarter sessions 
held in this town, for the last thirty years, and have 
scarcely ever been absent, and I never knew a single 
case of a criminal conviction taking place, as it respects 
any person who attended our chapel ; and I can further 
avow, that there never was a case of illegitimacy 
appeared before those courts belonging to us. So that 
the poor, unknown, and unhonoured cause at War- 
minster Common, has got its solid glorying in the 
Lord, although some are unwilling to admit it. 
Probably not less than five hundred of this needy 
population generally attend our services ; and, strange 
to relate, the preacher is always full of worldly 
avocations — ^was never educated for the ministry — and 
was never ordained / 

Fears are again entertained respecting the potato 
crop : the destructive disease has made its appearance 
in some places. Lord help me to hear Thy voice 
again, and to be faithful to that dispensation of Thy 
gospel which I humbly hope Thou hast committed to 
my trust (however unworthy). I am weak, but TTiou 
art strong. 

' O Thoa my heart inspire, 

Who touch'd laaiah's hallowed lips with fire.' 

More communion with Thy blessed self is all I want, 
both for myself, and also for Thy blessed cause. 

' How tedious and tasteless the hours, 

When Jesus nu longer I see ; 
Sweet prospects, sweet birds, and sweet flowers. 

Have lost all their sweetness with me. 
The midsummer sun shines but dim, 

The fields strive in vain to look gay ; 
But when I am happy in Him, 

December 's as pleasant as May.* ** 
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"September 16th, 1847. Children's tea-meeting; 
three hundred and thirty tickets issued; neyer a better 
season, — it lasted five hours : singing sweetly, repeat- 
ing pieces, answering questions, addresses, &c., kept 
up the most lively interest. In the morning I was 
sorely tried — the weather was very wet, the wind 
boisterous ; it was the worst day, apparently, that could 
be had for the purpose. I had moreover, a bad 
cough. In deep concern of mind I went to the Lord 
in humble prayer, and said, Lord, Thou knowest that 
I can neither rebuke the winds, the rain, nor the cough 
— I have undertaken a great work, and I am not able 
to get through it without Thy special aid. 

* Unsastained by Thee, I fall, 
Send the help for which I call.' 

I felt liberty, which encouraged me. By the time 
appointed for meeting, the clouds and the rain dis- 
appeared, the children all came and returned in safety 
and enjoyment, and my cough never once annoyed 
me. All praise be Thine and Thine only, who art 
and ever wast my never-failing friend and helper" 

"October 27th, 1847. Preached a funeral sermon 
for our dear and steady friend Mrs. Elizabeth Gaisford, 
widow, who died on the 18th instant, aged seventy 
years. She joined the Methodist society at the same 
time that I did (forty-six years ago). She has always 
been a true yoke-fellow with me in the Lord's blessed 
work. In all our afflictions, temptations, and tribu- 
lations, she has been afflicted. I never knew anything 
but true godly fellowship with her, and during her 
long life she always walked worthy of the gospel. 
When I would sorrow at her loss, a voice always 
seems to say to me * sorrow not,' * Your loss is her 
infinite gain.' She was a woman that drank deeply 
of the cup of domestic, as well as personal, affliction : 
but she never charged God foolishly. * Thy will be 
done' was the settled temper of her peaceful mind. 
Her death was rather unexpected, although she had 
long been in a very weak state. The last week of 
2f3 
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hex life «be was highly favoTired with great manifesta* 
tionA of God's love. AH doubt and fear were removed. 
' The Lord/ wud ahe, 'is very precious to me. I have 
not followed a cunuingly-devised fable: I have an 
unshaken assurance of my interest in Christ.' The 
Thursday before her death, she said that she had ' a 
beautiful vision of heavenly spirits near to her, and 
heard heavenly music/ On Saturday she said * God 
has taken away all fear of death, all is easy and 
pleasant,' Sunday evening she desired to be raised 
up in the bed, that she might once more hear the 
singing in the adjoining chapel, which she much 
enjoyed. The next morning at five o'clock, it was 
discovered that some time in the night she had fallen 
asleep in Jesus, apparently without pain, none but 
ministering spirits being witnesses thereunto. The 
chapel was so crowded that we were obliged to admit 
many into the adjoining schoolroom." 

This year (1847) a work eiititled ^^ A Practical 
Commentary on the Four Goppels, by Henry Walsh, 
M,A., Minister of Christ Church, Warminster, — 361 
pp.," was largely distributed CI believe gratuitously) 
at Warminster Common, I am happy to state that 
it U not sectarian. The amiable author has not 
shackled himself or his favoured fiock in that way. 
He has wisely followed his blessed Master's footsteps, 
and administered simple, wholesome, edifying doctrines 
to the poor. Here 19 no unhallowed striving about 
emptyj desolating, unscriptural forms and ceremonies, 
"schism and succe^gion." Pure, heavenly, unadorned 
truth; like living water, runs throughout its ample 
pages, sweetly speaking of the renewed nature of 
that loving heart, from whose abundance it so freely 
^ows. May the great Lord of heaven and earth add 
his blessing thereto. I can boldly afGrm that its 
author can look at all times with an unjaundiced eye 
on " other sheep which are not of his fold," and if he 
cftnnot at present wholly identify himself with them, 
sit least he will never " command fire to come down 
from heaven to destroy them." Happy, unspeakably 
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happy, for the great and venerable cause which he 
espouses, if all its ministers were like-minded. 

Conscious of having laboured for no other purpose, 
but to advance the glory and enlarge the kingdom of 
God's dear Son on earth, what must his blest anti- 
cipations always be, of the results of the solemn 
transactions of that day — 

'' Great day, for which aU other days were made," 

And of the glory then to be revealed, so rapidly, 
so certainly advancing, when *the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel^ and the trump of God :" 
when all earthly systems and distinctions, religious 
as well as secular, will for ever cease : when the great 
Redeemer's "other sheep*^ will be alike embodied, 
respected, and harmonized, and there will be one fold 
under one shepherd. 

''Of all our hopes, the consummation and the crown." 

And, finally, when without respect of persons, sect, 
or office, that high encomium will most assuredly and 
irrevocably be passed on all that truly love and fear 
Him — " Come ye blessed of my father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." May Warminster Common be no small part 
of bis crown of rejoicing at that great decisive day. 
Amen. 

One word more — ye numerous poor of War- 
minster Common, be it known to you and to your 
children (who are all so vitally interested therein) 
that it was from this loving quarter the first pecuniary 
response issued, when the urgent public appeal was 
made in your behalf, that you might at once and for 
ever be made the blessed partakers of pure spring 
water to drink. Shew your gratitude then, by reading 
the said edifying book, by loving its author, and by 
following its scriptural directions. 
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SUMMARY OF CHAPEL ACCOUNT. 
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MEDICAL ELECTRiaTY. 333 

"December 16th, 1847. Children'& tea-meeting. 
Three hundred and six tickets issued. Chapel crowded 
almost to suffocation with spectators, some of 
whom, I suppose, came purposely to witness the ex- 
hibition of some astronomical views, shewn by the 
magic lantern, which this time, for once only, was 
added to our other services. We were five hours 
engaged, and great indeed was our joy. We suppose 
that there were between five hundred and six hun- 
dred persons present." 



MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 



Case 118. Aged forty-two. — ^Violent pain in her bowels attended 
with hysteric fits ; symptoms very alarming ; warm bath applied 
without effect. At this awful moment I happened to call at the 
house, where 1 found the utmost consternation, immediate death 
being expected. Electrical machine hastily procured. The groans 
of the poor sufferer were most distressing. Sparks instantly 
applied all over the abdomen, the pain somewhat assuaged } I 
then ventured to pass a few very small shocks through the 
affected part. Instantly the pain subsided, but soon returned ; 
I then passed several more shocks from one foot to the other, 
which naturally crossed the obstructed part. Temporary relief 
obtained, but presently the pain a^ain returned. I repeated the 
application of shocks as before, and the pain wholly withdrew : 
shortly after a genial warmth of the whole system, which before 
was cold, was diffused, which greatly encouraged me. After a 
few more shocks (still at the feet) profuse perspiration followed, 
and the catamenia, which had been wholly obstructed for the last 
six months, flowed copiously. Joy and gladness were now visible 
where just before all was gloom and despair. In half an hour I 
ventured to administer a few more shocks through the abdomen, 
which perfected the cure. Shortly afterwards the patient fell 
Into a sweet sleep, and had no relapse ; in a few days her strength 
was perfectly recovered. Her medical attelidant (for once) ac- 
knowledged that electrieiti/ excluHvelyf saved her life. She is 
still living (1850). 

110. Aged 50.— Violent pain in the pit of her stomach shooting 
across to her back^ which resisted medicine. Perfectly cured ; 
strong sparks. 

120. Dr. A., aged forty-five. — Obstruction of the mesenteric 
gland, a fixed pain in the abdomen which had resisted all 
medicine for a length of time. Forced evacuations were neces- 
sary and the patient was losing strength and flesh rapidly. He 
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334 MEDICAL ELECTBICITT. 

stated that electricity was his dernier resort, in case this failed 
he was certain that he shoald die. He had taken the advice of 
the best physicians. Three applications of strong sparks precisely 
to the affected part, perfectly cured him. Some time afterwards 
Mrs. A., called, and respectfully thanked me for being the 
instrument of restoring her husband to her from the gates of 
death. The doctor afterwards informed me that he happened to 
be in company with a consultation of [ye know the men] to 
whom he communicated the particulars of this amazing cure. 
" It was not electricity that cured you," said they, " but it was a 
charm ! " 

121. Aged thirty.— Violent chill taken in child-bed, which at 
length fixed in her knee and confined her to her bed and room 
for eighteen months : it was very obstinate. Twenty applications 
perfectly cured ; sparks and shocks. 

122. Aged fifteen. — Glandular swelling in the neck the size of 
a man's fist, which had long resisted all medical applications, it 
increased in size daily. Sparks for a fortnight ; perfectly cured. 
In all glandular obstructions electricity performs wonders. 

Several more important cases of female obstruction with great 
debility, all cured. 

123. Aged forty-six. — Tumour in bis leg, which had confined 
him to his bed, and rendered him unable to walk for a length of 
time. Very stubborn, but perseverance at length conquered it 
— Sparks chiefly. 

124. Aged forty. — ^An excrescence on the*ball of the eye the size 
of a hazel not ; had been aocamulating for four years^— bant and 
black ; said to be a cancer. No medical practitioner would 
undertake it. In this case I hesitated much, but the importunities 
of this poor woman, the mother of a Deimily, at length moved me 
to run the risk. Sparks direct to the centre of it ; in four days it 
broke and discharged freely — obliged to lie in bed for a week. 
In three weeks she called to thank me for the cure. Observe, 
the excrescence was wholly removed, but the sight was not re- 
covered. 

125. Aged ten. — Ring-worm, which covered the whole head; 
very distressing. Every help from medicine had been tried in 
vain — this disease is Uways very difficult of cure. A profhsion 
of sparks almost every day for three weeks; perfectly cured. 

126. Aged forty.— Gravel for a considerable time. Shocks 
through the loins and at the feet, four applications ; perfectly 
cured. I have known gravel pains removed the instant the fluid 
was applied. 

127. Aged forty-two. — ^Violent pain between his shoulders, 
extending to both sides, could not without great difficulty use his 
arms, iMul long resisted all medicine. Six applications, sparks; 
perfectly cured. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 



ANNWEESARY MEETINGS; FUNERAL SERMONS; 

TEA.MEETINGS; ABATING OF NUISANCES ; AND 

OTHER INFORMATION, 

" Januart Ist, 1848. Anniversary six o'clock morn- 
ing prayer-meeting ; a good attendance considering 
how much sickness there is prevailing. The influenza 
is now dreadfully avenging the quarrel of His awful 
truth, especially in London. The chastisement in 
this town is, as yet, comparatively light. Eleven 
persons engaged in prayer, and great was our rejoicing 
in the Lord. Twenty years ago this morning, the 
first service (a prayer-meeting) was held in the chapel, 
since that period more than six hundred deaths have 
taken place at Warminster Common. The last year's 
registration shews, deaths in the whole parish a 
hundred and seventy-three, thirty-nine of which 
were of the Common. I have never been absent 
from this highly-interesting prayer-meeting from its 
commencement. I have also up to this time preached 
at the Common from texts, or expounded the lessons, 
four thousand one hundred and fifty-five times, besides 
assisting at nearly all the prayer-meetings, class- 
meetings, tea-meetings, baptismal and sacramental 
services, &c. Other ministers have preached a hun- 
dred and thirty-five sermons in our chapel, in the 
said twenty years." 

" January 2nd, 1848, (Sunday). Funeral sermon 
for my departed friend, Benjamin Steedman, who 
died 27th December last, aged eighty-five years, 
(Bev. xiv. 13.) His grandfather was among the first 
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336 rxTRACTS from a diary. 

Methodists in Warminster : he had preaching in his 
house about ninety-one years ago, at Rehobath^ 
Warminster Common. When a boy, our departed 
friend attended the Methodist preaching. He was a 
witness of, and a sharer in, all the bitter persecutioa 
of the poor Methodists in this town, in and about 
1773. He afterwards helped to fit up the preaching- 
room in Pound- street, where, for fourteen years, the 
services were kept up, and where the usual reproach 
was shared. He heard the Rev. Mr. Wesley preach 
his last sermon at Frome, (I think it was when King 
George the Third was at Longleat) and was acquainted 
with all the old preachers that then visited this town. 
But the most interesting part to me, which I would 
thankfully record of him is, he was the first person 
who invited me to hear the Methodist preaching : at 
his house I also received numerous christian helps 
and encouragements in my early spiritual course, 
which I then so much needed. So that what- 
ever religious benefit I may have personally derived 
from hearing the gospel among that people, as well 
as all that has emanated from my exertions at 
Warminster Common since, may be justly traced 
to this source ; showing how much good may be done 
by an individual whose heart is right with God, and 
who is always watching for opportunities of advancing 
His glory. During his long life he maintained a 
consistency of character worthy of his profession, and 
was always respected. For several years he had been 
the subject of great bodily weakness, but his souPs 
concerns were still fully regarded, and his religious 
peace and joy unabated ; and nothing more animated 
his spirits than making allusions to his early religious 
attachments, and to the reproach which he and his 
christian friends then gladly shared for the blessed 
cause of Christ. As his end drew near his confidence 
became stronger. * I have no doubt or fear,' said he, 
* All is right. I am waiting for the appointed time, I 
long to depart and to be with Christ ; I have long 
loved Him, and He has loved me.' The day before 
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his death he said *I have finished the work Thou 
gavest me to do/ A friend said, * Then you have no 
doubt of your acceptance?' He replied, * None at 
all /' His last words were * All is right, all is well !* 
There was a crowded congregation. And how 
marvellous the occurrence that I should preach his 
funeral sermon, nearly forty-seven years after the 
period when he first invited me to hear the gospel. 
There was a holy unction, and almost a deathlike 
silence throughout the service ; and when we sang 
the last and most appropriate hymn, 

* Come let as join our friends above 
Who have obtained tbe prize/ 

we had as much of heaven as, it seemed, we could 
possibly bear." 

" January 5th, 1 848. Adults' tea-meeting at the 
chapel — very refreshing. Four hours blessed spiritual 
intercourse made us very unwilling to part. Observe 
— it was not a social, but a spiritual meeting as it 
always is with us — we want no other." 

"January I6th, 1848. Funeral sermon for Ruth 
Carr, widow, aged seventy-two. About twelve years 
ago she first heard the gospel at our chapel — powerful 
convictions seized her conscience, and she did not rest 
till she found peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ : she retained her evidence clear to the last. 
For fourteen months she was confined to her bed by 
affliction. At the approach of death a friend asked 
her if her Saviour was still precious ; with great fer- 
vency, she replied *yes !' This was her last expression. 
All her spiritual good she got at our chapel, and she 
was a steady and useful member of the society." 

"March 1 2th, 1848, (Sunday). This evening our 
dear friend, James Cornish, a native of the Common, 
preached in our chapel for the first time. After a 
long absence he is come to visit us. This truly, is a 
gift of God to us. He is altogether ours — years ago 
I had a presentiment that he certainly would, at some 
future day, be thus employed. There was a crowded 
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coBgregation^ and he got through the service well. 
Warminster Common may well rejoice and lift up its 
head at being so honoured. It looks very probable 
that he will rise to eminence in the ministry^ if his 
life and health should be spared. All power, praise, 
mighty majesty^ and dominion, be Thine, O Lord, for 
ever and ever : and only TTiine" 

"March 1 6th, 1848. Children's tea-meeting— the 
weather unfavourable, but we never had a better time. 
Three hundred and four tickets were issued. The 
usual services were kept up with great spirit ; five 
hours' attendance did not at all weary us, and such was 
our joy in the Lord, that we could scarcely conceive 
how even heaven itself, could possibly exceed it. At 
parting, some of the dear children mournfully asked, 
* Why cannot we have these meetings oftener ? We 
never know what happiness is, but when we are 
here.' " 



LETTER ON THE LOVE OF GOD, 

By J, Norris, m.a., Rector of Bemerton, near Sarum, 
1695. 

" Happy is that man that can thus order and regu- 
late this leading passion of his nature, that can thus 
love the Lord his God with all his heart, soul, and 
mind. How to be envied is that man who can thus 
disengage his affections from the creature, who can 
thus recollect, fix, and settle his whole love upon God ! 

If it be a solitude 'tis such an one as that of Moses 
upon the holy mount, when he withdrew from the 
people, to enjoy the converse of God : As that of our 
Saviour, when he tells his disciples that they should 
all desert and leave him alone, and yet that he was 
not alone, because his father was with him. Happy 
solitude! when the creature retires from us, and 
leaves us to the more full and free enjoyment of God, 
and thrice happy is he that enjoys this Divine retreat ; 
that can force the creature to withdraw; that can 
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command their absence^ and wholly empty his heart 
of their love, that it may be free for the reception 
and enjoyment of Him who is able to fill the largest 
room that he can prepare for Him there. How 
ravishing and lasting are his delights ; how solid and 
profound his peace ; how full and overflowing are his 
joys; how bright and lucid are the regions of his 
soul ; how entire and undisturbed are his enjoyments. 
What a settled calm possesses his breast; what a 
unity of thought ; what a singleness and simplicity 
of desire ; and what a firm and stable rest does his 
soul find, when she thus reposes her full weight upon 
God! How loose and disengaged is he firom the 
world ; and how unconcerned does he pass through 
the various scenes and revolutions of it ; how unmoved 
and unaltered in all the several changes and chances 
of this mortal life. While others are tormented with 
fears, and cares, and jealousies; with unsatisfied 
desires, and unpropitious attempts; while they are 
breaking their own and one another's rest; while 
they are quarrelling and contending about the things 
of this world: in one word, while they are thus 
sufifering the various punishments of an irregular and 
misplaced affection ; so that the whole world seems to 
be to them like a great troubled sea : his breast in the 
mean time, like the higher regions of the air, enjoys 
a heavenly calm, a Divine serenity ; and being wholly 
unhinged and dislodged from the creature, and entirely 
bottomed upon another centre, upon the infinite ful- 
ness and sufficiency of God ; he has no more part in 
any worldly commotions, than the inhabitants of the 
air have in an earthquake : Nor is he any further 
concerned in the agitations of those below him, but 
only to wonder at their folly and to pity their misery. 
Then, as to his moral state, must not the life of 
such an one needs be as innocent and virtuous as 'tis 
happy? 'Tis the love of the creature that is the 
general temptation to sin ; and what St. James observes 
of wars and fightings, is as true of all other immoral 
miscarriages and disorders — that 'they proceed from 
2g2 
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our lusts/ How pure and chaste, then, must his soul 
be^ that is thoroughly purged of all created loves, and 
in whom the love of God reigns absolute and un- 
rivalled^ without any mixture or competition. How- 
secure must he needs be from sin, when he has not 
that in him which may betray him to it. The tempter 
may come, but he will jSnd nothing in him to take hold 
of: the world may spread round about him a poisonous 
breath, but it will not hurt him ; the very cleanness 
of his constitution will guard him from the infection. 
He has but one love in all his heart, and that is for 
God. And how can he that loves nothing but God, 
be tempted to transgress against Him, when he has 
nothing to separate him from Him, and all that is 
:neces8ary, perhaps all that is possible, to unite him to 
Him ? What is there that should tempt such a man 
to sin, and what temptation is there that he has not to 
entice him to all goodness; and what a wonderful 
progress must he needs make in it ? Whither will not 
the entire love of God carry him, and to what degree 
of christian perfection will he not aspire, under the 
conduct of so divine, so omnipotent, a principle ? If 
obedience be the fruit of love, then what an entire 
obedience may we expect from so entire a love ? and 
how fruitful will the love of God be, when there are 
no suckers to draw off the nourishment, when there 
is no other love to check and hinder its growth ? 

The man that harbours creatures in his bosom, and 
divides his heart betwixt God and them, will be 
always in great danger of being betrayed by them : 
and though he should with great care and habitual 
watchfulness preserve for God a greater share in his 
affections, (which is the utmost such an one can 

Eretend to), yet he will have such a weight constantly 
anging upon his soul, that he will never be able to 
soar very high, or arrive at any excellency in religion. 
But what is there on the other side that can hinder 
him who has emptied his heart of the creatures and 
devoted it entirely to God, from reaching the highest 
pitch of attainable goodness ? How orderly then and 
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regular will be his thoughts ; how refined and elevated 
his affections ; how obedient and compliant his pas- 
sions; how pure and luncere his intentions; how 
glorious and noble his undertakings ; what a forward 
zeal will he ever have for God's glory ; how cheerful, 
vigourous, and constant, will he be in His service ; 
with what angelic swiftness will he perform what God 
requires of him, or whatever he thinks will be pleasi&g 
to Him ; and how will he run in the way of His 
commandments when his heart is thus set at liberty I 
At liberty not only from this or that particular incum- 
brance, this or that passion, but from the whole body 
of sin," 

" March 1 0th, 1 848. Went to Warminster church, 
and pensively sat in the pew where sixty years ago I 
and my relations used to meet for divine worship. And, 
O, what solemn reflections occupied my thoughtful 
mind. Vicars, curates, churchwardens, clerks, sextons^ 
organists, singers, relations, worshippers — eight thou- 
sand of my neighbours and townsmen at least, during 
that short period, all gone — all sown in corruption 
within the limited precincts of the surrounding 
churchyard ; not a pew in the church but what has 
long since changed its frail occupier I O Lord, what 
is man, what am I ? Here inexorable death seems to 
reign triumphant, and laughs to scorn the helps and 
hopes of man. For a season a great gloom came over 
my mind, and it was some time before my severely- 
tested faith could get the victory and again repose in 
the christian's only unfailing hope and confidence, 
namely, ^ I am the resurrection and the life saith the 
Lord, 8fc: 

* Nambered among tby people, I 

Expect with joy thy face to see ; 
Because thou (ttdat for siimen die, 

Jesus, in death, remember me' ** 

"March 26th, 1848. The number of hymns, 

chapters, dialogues, &c., repeated from memory, by 

the children of our Sunday-school, on Sunday mom 

ings, before the congregation, from its commencement 

2g3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



342 EXTRACTS FROM A DIART. 

to this time, (exactly seven years) is four thousand 
four hundred and nine." 

"May 4th, 1848. Made a speech, as it is called, 
at the Wesleyan missionary meeting, and paid in 
twelve pounds, the proceeds of our missionary box 
the last year, making a total of a hundred and thirty- 
pounds fifteen shillings, contributed by our cause to 
that important fund." 

"June 13th, 1848, (Whit-Tuesday). Adults' tea- 
meeting as usual. A hundred and ten present, and a 
refreshing time." 

*'June 15th, 1848. Children's tea-meeting. Three 
hundred and sixty present (a hundred and thirty- 
eight of our own school). We walked in due pro- 
cession round the Common, an interesting sight indeed 
— allowing them to walk two abreast at a yard distant, 
it would occupy a space of a hundred and eighty 
yards in length ; there were besides, all the teachers 
and some friends. We had advanced only about half 
way in the interesting services when there came up a 
violent storm of thunder, lightning, and rain, which 
sorely exercised my poor disquieted mind. Fears 
quickly arose as to our personal safety : the chapel 
was crowded with a dense mass of people, chiefly 
children : flash after flash of the most vivid lightning 
terribly illumined the chapel, every moment increasing 
our dismay. Our only hope was, we trusted that we had 
met in His great name alone, and that therefore of 
His great mercy He would at least spare * His little 
ones.' The whole pressure of deepest concern 
seemed to rest on my troubled mind. Truly I could 
scarcely live under it. In a moment, just over our 
heads, another dreadful clap of thunder all but 
extinguished my last expiring hope. In my anxious 
trembling heart, I said, ' O Lord, why hast Thou thus 
dealt with us V For many previous months there had 
been little or no thunder. * Why,' said I, * should it 
come exactly at this important juncture ?' Instantly 
I was answered by another similar clap, preceded by 
a most vivid flash of lightning, — my heart melted 
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within me. Down, down, went all my self-conse- 
quence into the dust, and I cried out * O Lord, I am 
as it were a dead man before Thee. I cannot live ! 
Oh,' said I, * one flash of this terrible lightning would 
kill all the dear children, and it is Iivho have brought ' 
them together. Mercy, mercy, O Lord !' 

'I, who 80 bold and dauntless just before, 

• ••••• 

At every shadow now am seized with Pear, 
Not for myself, but for the charge I bear.* 

Truly I felt how weighty and how penetrating were 
these expressive words of Moses, 'I exceedingly 
fear and quake.' However, in about an hour the 
^ storm, and our fears, subsided, and all ended in 
peace, and joy, and safety ; and my relieved spirit 
was like a weaned child — altogether nothing, yea far 
less than nothing, and very vanity. On enquiry made 
the next day we found all had ended well, the children 
arrived home in safety, and it appears cared for 
nothing. On my asking some of them how it was 
that they were so unmoved as to continue the singing 
all through that dreadful weather ? * O,' said they, 
*we were not afraid, because we were in God's 
house P "fhis sweetly soothed again my troubled 
mind and gave me peace. It was while they were 
singing that beautiful anthem * For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God, and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first, &c.,' that the worst 
part of the storm was." 

"August 14th, 1848. Anniversary of the War- 
minster bible society ; a good attendance : many of 
our friends from the Common were present. I have 
never been absent therefrom from its commencement 
thirty- five years ago. During that period more than 
five thousand deaths have occurred in this parish, 
O what is life — what is death, without the bible." 

" September 3rd, 1848. Funeral sermon for Mrs. 
Sarah Butt, widow, aged sixty-three, a respectable 
and pious member of the Independents. She was 
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born and bred at Warminster Common, and well 
knew all aboat its former depravity and disgrace. 
Her late father, Mr. Samuel Lewis, for many years 
was a light in that dark place. She has left a blessed 
testimony behind her of the sustaining, dignifying, 
power of true religion in the djringhour. Often have 
1 heard her most devoutly bless Almighty God, that 
she had lived to witness the great moral change 
wrought in this her native place." 

"September 14th, 1848. Children's tea-meeting. 
Three hundred and fifty-one tickets issued. A 
beautiful day — walked round the Common-^many 
respectable visitors were present. The Wesleyan, 
Baptist, and Independent ministers respectively ad- 
dressed the children ; the service lasted five hours^ 
and we never had a more joyful meeting. Truly 
these tea-meetings are the life of our cause. The 
children are always talking of them, and their joy 
influences the parents greatly to love us. Every 
Sabbath the chapel is so filled, that it is all but certain 
that more room must be soon found. So far we have 
abundant reason to give thanks and rejoice. But a 
variety of other things makes us truly mourn. The 
potato crop is again spoiled; the wheat harvest is 
damaged by excessive rain ; there are revolutions of 
empires and rebellions all around us, and men's hearts 
are failing them for fear of those things which are 
coming. Trade is very bad — but little emt^oyment 
for the poor. O merciful God ! who can save us if 
Thou dost not ? Thou art weighing tts again in the 
balance and we are found wanting. 'True and 
righteous are Thy judgments.' " 

" November 19th, 1848. Funeral sermon for Doctor 
Grist, a poor but pious man belonging to our society. 
About thirty years ago, when he was out in the army, 
he first gave his heart to God. About six years ago 
he came to reside at the Common, when he joined us. 
His experience was sound and scriptural, and be was 
a valuable helper at our prayer-meelings. For a 
length of time he was confined to his bed by affliction 
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but he always retained the christian temper, aiid had 
the satisfaction to know that ^ his house was built on 
the rock.' As his end drew near his confidence 
increased} and his prospects of glory were bright and 
steady. To a friend he said ' My mind is calm like a 
fine summer evening.' Just before his departure, the 
question was asked, if he was still satisfied as to his 
everlasting state. He answered, * I have nothing on 
my conscience — all is well!' These were his last 
words. We have no doubt of his having entered 
into the joy of his Lord. Aged seventy. (Rev. vii. 
13 — 17.) His pious sister's experience is recorded 
December 6th, 1846." 

Diary. " Date And now for the day of 

trial referred to — my day. The adversary got up his 
whole strength, laid his plans, and calculated on 
certain success. * The floods lifted up, O Lord ! the 
floods lifted up their voice, the floods lifted up their 
waves.' But it was soon found that the Lord on high 
is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than 
the mighty waves of the sea. Friends, unsolicited, 
appeared, and in a very short time ' Ahitophel's 
counsel was turned into foolishness.' I had scarcely 
any trouble herein ; the victory was granted me with- 
out sword or spear ; * ^nd the battle was the Lord's.'' 
When I stood up to make some observations on the 
transaction, the whole assembly shouted : one simul- 
taneous voice of acclamation was heard : and the very 
persons who were brought to vote against me were 
actually turned over to be my friends — not one gain- 
saying. Such a manifestation of the Divine goodness 
ought to be recorded, and be long had in remem- 
brance. O how did my exulting soul again cleave to 
His blessed cause and people ! and with what solemn, 
yet joyful, acknowledgments to Almighty God, did I 
the very next service-day at the chapel read that very 
beautiful and appropriate Fsalm (xviii.), most likely 
made by David on a similar occasion. And O how 
sweetly we all sang (hymn 684), in direct reference 
thereto. 
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* God of Daniel, hear my prayer/ &c. 
And especially the third verse — 

* Save me for thine own great name. 

That all the world may know ; 
DanieVs God is still the same, 
And reigns supreme below.' 

For many days after, I could scarcely walk the streets, 
the people on every hand congratulating me on my 
great and signal victory. 

' How art thou pleased, by bounty to distress. 
To make us groan beneath our gratitude ; 
To challenge— and to distance — aU return,' " 



GENEBAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE RELIGIOUS HELP NOW (1848), 
AFFORDED TO THE POOR OF WABMINaTER COSIMON. 

The church services, with valuable pastoral duties 
therewith connected, have been^ and still are, fully kept 
up, contributing greatly to the spiritual benefit of the 
poor. The church infant-school at Samboume and 
the Sunday-school there established, have been also 
long in full working, under the most disinterested and 
efficient superintendence, and numerous poor children 
of the Common have been made happy partakers of 
their important benefits. Visiting ladies and tract 
distributors of different denominations also have been 
at their extensive and laudable work, without osten- 
tation and without growing faint or weary in their 
minds — and many an eye that has seen them has 
blessed them. Service also at the Independent chapel 
in Bread-street has been regularly kept up on^a 
week-day evening, to the furtherance of the same 
general good, and edification and satisfaction of the 
poor. 

Contrasting all the spiritual energies now in blessed 
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operation^ with former days, when none of them 
existed, when comparatively no man cared their souls 
to save, we may well exclaim "What hath God 
wrought !'* And, losing sight of all sectarian bigotry 
and unholy feelings of strife or jealousy, how must 
every lover of truth rejoice and give thanks that, the 
numerous poor of Warminster Common are now so 
amply cared for, and their spiritual wants so fully 
supplied ; their souls henceforth can therefore never 
perish for lack of knowledge, except through their 
own unpardonable neglect. And how thankful should 
rich and poor be, for the tender mercies of Him who 
hath thus caused the day-spring from on high to visit 
them ; to give light to those who had so long dwelt in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide 
their feet int# the way of peace. 

"December 14th, 1848. Children's tea-meeting. 
Large promises were made, as to attendance of min- 
isters, ladies, &c., at this meeting. A few days 
previously however, unceremonious death interfered 
suddenly, and prevented one minister from coming. 
Other providences also clouded our hopes, but what 
most of all humbled my poor soul into the dust was, 
the weather which for several days had been unusually 
fine, changed, just at the time appointed for our 
meeting, and the dear children had all of them to 
come in the rain. We had been long and much 
praying that our blessed Lord and master would watch 
over us in love throughout this important transaction. 
And now we seemed to be thwarted greatly at its very 
commencement: and plenty of evil suggestions, as 
usual, as to 'Where is now thy God?' and 'what 
profit is there in prayer ?' &c., filled our troubled 
minds. Two hundred and eighty-two children, how- 
ever, attended; and two Wesleyan ministers came 
from Shepton Mallet circuit to assist us. The whole 
of the services went off* well ; we never had a better 
time ; five hours and a half were delightfully occupied 
in the usual way. The chapel was crowded, and our 
joy was full. By the time the service was over the 
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rain had all ceased, and the evening was beautiful. 
So He blessed us in very deed, but not exactly in the 
way which we had planned. And faith and prayer 
did not fail. 

< Of my boasted wisdom spoiled, 
Docile, helpless, as a child ; 
Only seeiogf in tliy light, 
Only wallcing in ttiy might.' " 

''January 1st, 1849, Anniversary six-o'clock morn- 
ing prayer-meeting : chapel well filled. Thirteen 
engaged in prayer, and all were edified and thankful. 
A hundred and forty-one deaths had been registered 
the last year in this parish, thirty-five of them of the 
Common. Twenty-one years ago this morning the 
chapel was opened." ^ 

" January 3rd, 1849. Adults' tea-meeting. Ninety 
present ; all seemed satisfied with His goodness and 
very thankful that we were privileged once more thus 
to celebrate His praise, in sweetest harmony and 
love." 

" January 7th, 1849. Read the covenant service to 
a large congregation. A death-like silence through- 
out, seemed to assure us that the people had ears to 
hear, and hearts to understand. So the new year, 
we trust, is begun in His blessed fear, and only with 
a view to His honour and glory. 

All opposition to our cause on the part of 

has long ceased. He now only mildly and lovingly 
expostulates with us, hoping that the time will yet 
come when we shall see our grievous error, shut up 
the chapel, and return as humble hearers to the bosom 
of their holy church, from which we have so long 
and so unjustifiably departed. 'Depend upon it,' says 
he, * you will have sad and gloomy misgivings on your 
death-bed, for having so unnecessarily and wickedly 
separated yourself from the place where you received 
all your early religious instruction, and also for having 
led so many people in the paths of error.' (2 Kings 
vi. 17.)" 
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"LAZARUS. 

The following was read at the chapel, at Warminster 
Common, Sunday, January 2l8t, 1849, to a large 
congregation, immediately after a sermon preached 
from part of the 22nd verse of the I6th chapter 
of Luke. — ' And it came to pass that the beggar 
died, and was carried by the angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom,' — in reference to the death of 
William Vallis, of Warminster Common, who 
died January 12th, 1849, aged thirty -eight 
years. 
It is about thirteen years ago that our departed 
friend first attended this chapel. He was convinced 
of sin by hearing a sermon, preached exactly five 
years ago, from Prov. iv. 7. — * Wisdom is the principal 
thing ; therefore get unsdom : and with all tliy getting 
get understanding,^ From this time, he sought the 
Lord with all his heart, and soon found the Pearl of 
Great Price. He was thenceforward more diligent 
in the use of all the means of grace, so far as his 
secular circumstances would admit ; and when com- 
pelled to be absent in his solitary employment, he 
always helped himself spiritually by good books and 
prayer : he was fond of reading from a child. Al- 
though his outward appearance seemed to indicate a 
defect as to his natural abilities, those who knew him 
best, were always surprized at his superior talent for 
conversation, and at the soundness and extent of his 
understanding. As his death was so extremely rapid 
and unexpected, it was quite impossible to obtain from 
his lips any death-bed expressions : but this does not 
at all alter our favourable opinion as to his prepared 
state. He was present at the new-year's six-o'clock 
morning prayer-meeting: he met in his class the 
afternoon before. He was preparing to come to the 
Wednesday tea-meeting just at the time that his last 
sickness seized him ; and was previously engaged in 
spiritual conversation with his friends. 

It appears that he had not been wholly free from 
2 H 
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infirmity of body for the last fifteen years; but 
latterly much more afflicted. His general temper 
was that of spiritual-mindedness. In a conversation 
with one who worked with or near him frequently, 
and who well knew our departed friend, ' 0/ said he, 
with grief and affection, 'Poor Vallis is gone to 
heaven; he was always living for another world; 
when he was ' keeping birds,' you would always see 
him with a book in his hand, — he was a good man : 
his master will never get such a faithful servant again.' 

Two other persons, who well knew his daily habits, 
also bore the same kind and affectionate testimony to 
his worth. He was always fond of religious conver- 
sation and prayer ; was very humble, and contented 
in the low station of life in which Providence had 
placed him. He was a most affectionate and dutiftil 
son from a child, helping to the utmost of his power, 
his poor afflicted mother; and daily reading some 
religious subject to her. All who knew him, loved 
him. 

His infirmities prevented his doing hard work; 
therefore, his earnings were small — only three shillings 
and sixpence per week. His food was chiefly plain 
bread. In his employment (always on Warminster 
Down, two or three miles from his home, where there 
is little or no shelter) he had often to endure the most 
inclement weather. * The crumbs which fell from the 
rich man's table' (which consisted of the broken frag- 
ments of the feast, which doubtless was good food,) 
obtained without labour, and without exposure to 
inclement weather, we contend, was far better than 
what our departed friend had daily to subsist on : so 
that, connecting his affliction and poverty, we call him 
anotiier Lazakus, — loved by his blessed Lord, and 
loved also by His people : therefore he shall not be 
forgotten ; ne well deserves, and he shall surely have, 
all the spiritual honors we can give him. We believe 
that he is in the enjoyment of all the happiness of 
Lazarus of old. ^ And he died and was carried [by 
loving friends to his grave, and] by the Angels into 
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AbrdharrCm bosom,^ And who is there that would 
wish him back again ? Truly to him^ ^ to die, is great 
gain/ To heaven, we say, he is gone ; of this we 
cannot doubt. There he is. 



And, 



' Far ft*oin a world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally shut in.' 



< With songs let us follow his flight, 
And mount with his spirit above ; 

Escaped to the mansions of light, 
And lodged in the Eden of love/ 



Warminster Common may well rejoice and lift up 
its head, when one and another thus escape therefrom 
to Glory, and become the crown of our rejoicing to 
all eternity." 

Seven hundred copies were printed, the proceeds 
of sale were given to his afflicted mother, who is a 
widow. 



''to the inhabitants of WARMINSTER. 
ABATING OF NUISANCES, 

At the time that the desolating scourge^ called the 
^ Cholera Morbus' is making such fearful progress 
in this kingdom ; and as there is a laudable spirit 
generally prevailing for abating nuisances and preserv- 
ing the public healthy and^ so far, wisely preparing to 
meet that terrible enemy, I beg to laj before the 
inhabitants of Warminster, the particulars of a 
nuisance at Warminster Common which is and has 
been long existing. 

It is well known that at some distance from that 
locality at the west end thereof, there rises a beautiful 
perennial spring of purest water, which runs through 
the whole village. Of this spring, nearly all the 
inhabitants (the number by the last census is 1455) 
constantly drink. It is true, there are a few ' wells' to be 
found, but the great and consistent predilection in the 
2h 2 
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minds of the inhabitants in favour of spring water, 
causes the said wells to be but little used. 

This beautiAil spring, (in value, above all price.) is 
corrupted throughout in the following way. Near its 
source, it passes through stagnant pools and other 
impurities, irrigates and washes the surface of six 
meadows, thereby partaking of all the noxious matter, 
and unwholesome impregnations thus occasioned. 
Issuing therefrom, in its progress it contracts all the 
defilements of the adjoining highways, for at least 
half a mile in length, which, especially in the winter 
and wet weather, are very great. At entering the 
village, it runs over the whole surface of the public 
road; and all passing cattle, carts, &c., must go 
through it. From beginning to ending, throughout 
the village, it constantly runs in a much-neglected 
and grievously polluted channel, scarcely cleaned once 
a year. Moreover, there are not unfrequently other 
highly offensive admixtures found in it ; some of so 
gross a nature, that I forbear to mention them. The 
washings of the upper part of Found-street also run 
into it. Another nuisance must be named. It is, the 
overflowings of the tanks or general reservoirs of the 
nuisances of the union workhouse, — foul and offensive 
in the extreme. As the said workhouse stands on an 
eminence not far distant, and as all liquids will 
naturally find the lowest place, I contend, that, on 
occasions of long-continued wet weather — of the rapid 
dissolving of deep snow — and in violent thunder- 
storms, the said reservoirs, however guarded, will 
certainly overflow. Unfortunately such is the adap- 
tation of the said locaUty, the contents thereof must 
and will inevitably find out, and unite with, the spring 
water, somewhere in the neighbourhood. It is of this 
ofifensive compound, a thousand individuals daily 
drink — they brew all their beer — ^make all their tea 
and bread therewith — and boil their food therein. 
Cattle also drink it. 

Remedy. There appears therefore but one only 
available and efficient remedy for this sad and long- 
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continued evil. It is the following — namely^ the 
bringing the said water direct from its source into the 
Common, by underground pipes ; exactly as the gas 
is conducted through the streets of the town. The 
water required, would be only just sufficient for 
drinking, &c., nothing more. Say about three hogs^ 
heads per day. What would issue from an orifice of 
one inch in diameter^ would be all that the health of 
the inhabitants would require. And this insignificant 
quantity would not at all interfere with existing rights^ 
as to the watering of the intervening meadows. 

The expense is the only difficulty. It would cost 
(suppose) upwards of £100 — what a paltrv considera- 
tion^ when precious health and life to a large extent 
are at stake ! The last time the cholera menaced us^ 
more than double that sum was promptly expended 
in making the new underground drain at the Common; 
and the parish escaped the scourge. I humbly ask, 
who ever repented of making that important sacrifice? 
Sometime previous thereto, twenty-eight adults died 
there in one month of typhus fever. A father, 
mother, and eldest son were buried at one time. 
Since the said drain was made, there have been only 
eleven cases of death from that disease registered in 
ten years. Who, I ask, can set a value on that 
inestimable benefit I Paltry considercUion, I say, is 
the expense, when some £3000 have without difficulty 
been expended only in the gas works of this town. 
Moreover, and be it understood, that the rate-payers 
of the Common have been contributing to that paro- 
chial expense, for fifteen years, without ever partaking 
of any of its benefits. 

Economical arguments. Sickness is always expea- 
sive — pure water is highly essential to health and 
strength. The inhabitants of the town ought to use 
spring water — it deposits no tartar. How many 
grievous parochial and domestic burthens continually 
arise from premature debility, sickness, and death ? 

Moral arguments — (and moral arguments are much 
needed at this time). I contend that it is all but 
2h3 
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insulting to the beneficent Creator^ to suffer such an 
inestimable gift of His bounty to this parish, but 
especially to His poor, to be so grievously polluted, 
and all but lost. As 'he that giyeth to the poor, 
lendeth to the Lord/ and as this would be a charity 
of the noblest kind, who can say that such a sacrifice, 
so promptly offered, so urgently required, so per- 
manent and so extensively beneficial, might not, at 
this momentous juncture, be a sweet-smelling savour, 
coming up firom the inhabitants of Warminster, before 
that awftil tribunal, where prosperity and adversity, 
sickness and health, life and health, are constantly 
dispensed, precisely according to one immutable law of 
justice, mercy, and truth. Bead 24 chapter 2nd book 
of Samuel, 24 and 25 verses. Remember and adopt 
the incontrovertible axiom — 'What is moraUy rights 
can never be economically wrong.^ 'He that hath 
ears to hear,, let him hear.' 
^ W. DANIELL, 

Om of the Committee ap^nted to Investigate Ntdsaneea at 
^ Warmmtter Common. 

ht Warminster t 2M/i J'e&ruafy, 1849. 

N.B. — Those who are desirous of patronizing this 
noble undertaking, should forthwith announce their 
intentions so to do, in order that no time may be lost 
in carrying out the laudable design." 

"February I8th, 1849, (Sunday). Birth-day. Had 
a service specially in reference thereto ; there was a 
large and very attentive congregation, and although I 
detained them two hours, relating much of the 
experience of my youth, &c., yet they did not appear 
to be weary of hearing. Our young friend James 
Cornish, whose health has been lately very delicate, 
preached in the afternoon, — chapel full." 

"March 14th, 1849. The school-children's new 
gallery is just finished. This valuable addition to our 
chapel was first proposed about a year ago, and thence- 
forward perseveringly urged, cluefly by three of our 
young friends who were first scholars, but now are 
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teachers, in the said school : all of whom, I hope, 
will long fill useful spheres in civil and religious 
society, be the crown of our rejoicing on earth, and 
afiter serving their generation according to the will of 
God, and bringing forth fruit in old age, like a ripe 
shock of corn which cometh-in in its season, be finally 
gathered into the heavenly garner, there to partake 
with us of the blessed fruits of early and progressive 
piety, for ever and ever. Their names are Charlotte 
Hill, then aged sixteen years; Sarah Bush, aged 
fourteen years ; Bhoda Grist, aged thirteen years. 

A new pulpit-cushion was at the same time pre* 
sented by the teachers ^ an humble thank-offering to 
the Lord.' " 

"March 1 5th, 1849. Children's tea - meeting. 
Three hundred and fifty-six present. A beautiful 
day — we walked through the Common. Five hours 
services did not at all weary us. Tlie singing, the 
addresses, &c. were all excellent. The new gallery 
was thronged — some said that there were six hun- 
dred persons present. So that this blessed institution 
loses none of its interest. * O Lord, our Governour, 
how excellent is Thy name in all the earth 1' The 
work is all Thine, and only Thine. The time occupied 
in the taking tea for cmldren, teachers, attendants^ 
and visitors, on those occasions never exceeds forty 
minutes." 

" March 31st, 1849. A school-library begun under 
the superintendence of our friend Jonathan Curtis, 
who is well qualified for it. (Sixty volumes.) The 
first that has ever existed in Warminster Common." 

" May 3rd, 1849. Wesley an Methodist Missionary 
meeting. Made a speech, as it is called, and paid in 
our year's contribution to their funds (twelve pounds.) 
Two pounds sixteen shillings and three pence thereof 
was collected in the school-room. Total from the 
beginning, a hundred and forty-two pounds fifteen 
shulintrs." 
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MEDICAL ELECTRICITY, 

Ca8B 128. Ag^ twenty-flve.-^Severe strangary; had been dis- 
charged from the hospital incurable. Shocks through the 
obstructed part four evenings ; perfectly cured. 

129. Aged twenty. — Diseased liver— great debility, could not 
lie in bed on that side. Imperceptible stream from the left 
shoulder through the affected part : three applications, cured. 

190. A young man toolc a chill just after he had been taking 
medicine; it fled to his shoulders, producing a stiff neck, with 
violent pain ; it resisted medicine. Strong sparks three times, 
with (lastly) a few shocks through the shoulders, perfectly cured 
him. 

131. Aged fifty .-^Gangrene at the top of her fore-finger for a 
long time, supposed to have been poisoned ; it had resisted all 
medical applications for two months. Imperceptible stream 
through the affected part three evenings ; in a week the top of 
her finger fell off at the first joint, and the part then qnlekly 
healed. 

132. Aged thirty-seven. — Suddenly seized with a violent pain 
in the bowels (a complaint which at that time was very prevalent). 
The moment the fluid touched the body the pain ceased — If 
sparks are ineffectual, proceed immediately to small shocks. 
Delays are very dangerous here. 

133. Aged twelve. — A little boy, who a considerable time ago 
took a chill by lying on snow. Several days after he wom seized 
with the following peculiar complaint. A pain suddenly seized 
him in his little finger on the left hand (the side which had come 
in contact with the snow), which first produced Tiolent spasms in 
the finger and hand ; it then proceeded up the aim and affeeted 
it in like manner, from thence it continued all down his side to 
the left foot : as soon as it reached his leg, it always threw him 
down and convulsed him. After it had caused spasms in his leg, 
it returned back to his head, which, with his neck, were aeted 
upon in the same way ; while thus, his speech and sight always 
failed him, but not his hearing or understanding : his mouth and 
one side of his face were then sadly distorted-^it never afi^ted 
his right side. The attack generally lasted a quarter of an hour, 
about five times every day, for the last six months. All medical 
applications had proved ft'uitless. The positive chain to the 
affected little finger, the negative to the aiKected foot, sparks 
discharged at the electrometer, foar eyenings, perfectly cared 
him. It should be particularly noticed that from the first 
application the disease subsided. Nine months after this he 
caught cold and the disease again appeared ; and it was again 
cured in the same way. No relapse afterwards. 

134. A woman with pain and stiffhess in her arms, could not 
raise them to her head. Three times small shocks ; perfectly cured. 
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135. Another woman,-— violent pain in her hip extending down 
her leff, for a length of time. Three times sparks ; perfectly 
eared. 

136. Aged thirty. — Palsied arm, which had long resisted med- 
icine ; had done no work for eight months. Ten applications, 
sparks and small shocks ; perfectly cured. 

137. A child. — Swelling under the left eye, which had long 
resisted medicine. Twice, positive aura, cured him. It first 
broke and discharged copiously. 

138. Aged twelve. — ^This little boy twelve months ago had the 
scarlet fever ; shortly after his recovery he fell into a stale of 
despondency, which made his life one uninterrupted scene of 
wretchedness and misery, both to himself and his friends. He 
ate little or nothing for days together — seldom conversed — chiefly 
spent his time in groaning and crying. His bowels had well- 
nigh lost all action, owing to the immense quantity of powerful 
medicines which had been administered: when he was brought 
to be electrified he had had no evacuation for the last fortnight : 
he also had always a disagreeable noise in his throat. The best 
physicians' advice had been taken ; yet his general appearance 
indicated health. Sparks all over his head a few evenings, 
drawing them off at his stomach. In a few days his spirits 
improved, but his bowels still remained in^tive. Strong sparks 
sent transversely through the bowels soon produced the desired 
effect, and other more favorable symptoms now appeared. Small 
shocks through his head began to quicken his desire for amuse- 
ment and conversatit>n, his appetite also improved ; in a few 
weeks the cure was perfected. Twenty applications. 

139. Aged nineteen.— Obstruction for a year; very pale and 
languid — had taken much medicine — always cold. The first 
application produced promise perspiration ; she rapidly increased 
in strength and cheerfulness; curecf. What appeared most 
incomprehensible in this case was, the needles which she daily 
used for sewing, during the administration of electricity turned 
blacky or nearly so, and quickly rusted. 

140. Aged fourteen. — Fits five or six times every day— obliged 
to be continually watched for fear of accident — had been in this 
sad state a length of time — all medicine had failed. The first 
time the electric fluid was administered the fits ceased. I applied 
it four evenings and the cure was perfected. Positive chain 
round her neck, negative at her feet — no shocks. Her medical 
attendant said that he was actually astounded at witnessing this 
amazing cure. 

A FEW GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The cases here recorded are but few, out of a great number, 
which, on account of the numerous applications, I had not time 
to notice. 
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It is not to be hereby understood that electricity cures aU 
diseases — by no means : a very great number were only partially 
relieved, or not relieved at all. But it is a matter of serious 
enquiry, whether in every case of disease, either chronic or acate, 
this wonderful agent should not be had recourse to, at least as a 
dernier resort — rather than let the patient die. One thing I can 
safely affirm — namely, that if it is mildly administered, it can do 
no harm. And also, that it is applicable to such diversified cases 
— which no known medicine ever is. From the long experience 
which I have had of its incomprehensible properties and prompt 
and beneficial effects, I say, try electricity — you can but fail. 
It vnll do you no harm ; then try, I say electricity : and daring 
its wise and patient administration do not forget duly torecofpiize 
its gpreat and gracious Author, <* in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being ;" without whom we are nothing — without whom 
we can do nothing. 



" Apollo heard ; and suppliant as he stood, 
His heavenly hand restrain'd the flux of blood ; 
He drew the dolors from the wounded part, 
And breath'd a spirit in his rising heart ; 
Renew'd by art divine, the Hero stands. 
And owns th' assistance of immortaf hands." 

Iliad 16.— 647. 

** The fam'd physician tucks his robes around, 
With ready hands, and hastens to the wound. 
With gentle touches, he performs his part, 
This way, and that, soliciting the dart, 
And exercises all his heavenly art. 

All soft'uing simples, known of sovereign use, 
He presses out, and pours their noble juice ; 
These first infused to lenify the pain, — 
He tugs with pincers, but he tugs in vain ; 
Then to the patron of his att-^Jie prayed,** 

ViBGiL 12.— 687. 
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OPENING OF THE NEW WATER -WORKS AT THE 

COMMON; RETURN OF CHOLERA MORBUS TO THIS 

NEIGHBOURHOOD; 

TEA.MEETINGS, AND OTHER INFORMATION. 

"June 14th, 1849. The foregoing statement of 
nuisances at Warminster Common, which was circu- 
lated in this town, met with a considerable measure of 
concurrence, upwards of a hundred pounds was soon 
promised, and April 16th, 1849, the work was com- 
menced. The annexed * Advertisement and Address' 
will give the desired information as to the perfecting 
of this much-needed and very important undertaking. 
No language can ever describe the heartfelt gratitude 
which I reel, and hundreds more, for this most 
gracious, most seasonable, most invaluable gift of 
Almighty God, to the needy and numerous population 
of Warminster Common. The work altogether seems 
too good to be true — it is more like a dream. The 
conceiving of the grand idea and the perfecting of it, 
did not occupy but about five months. Truly it must 
be said, it was altogether the special gift of Him who 
alone can do all things. We had but small opposition 
during its progress. ' Sanballat the Horonite and his 
few friends,' occasionally interfered, (Nehem. ii. 19.), 
but they could not stop the work. What is equally 
marvellous is, as we advanced we met with a new and 
precious spring, quite unknown before, which will 
furnish a hundred hogsheads of purest water every 
twenty -four hours. The moment it burst out it 
hastened at once in the direction of the Common, 
refusing to be hindered, and seemed glad to be 
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liberated from its long and unprofitable imprisonment^ 
now and for ever destined, we hope and trust, for 
such new and very important purposes. When I first 
beheld the invaluable boon, how truly did my heart 
rejoice, and my tongue praise Him, who alone w^e 
trust moved our minds to this great and glorious work. 
During the whole of its blessed progress, I have been 
in the spirit of sweetest communion with Him, and 
never did I more rejoice in any undertaking : so that 
I call it cM the LorcTs, — begun, continued, and ended 
in His great name. Sweet emblem of that pure river 
of water of life referred to Rev. xxii. 1^ clear as crystal 
evermore proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. All honour, power, and praise, all 
glory be to Thee, O Lord, most high. 

The children's meeting was'all but overwhelming ; 
four hundred and thirty drank tea — scores applied for 
tickets which could not be granted, — numbers could 
not get into the chapel even to stand. The delightful 
services, in and out of doors, occupied six hours. 

< God's goodDess view, enjoy, adore, proclaim, 
And everlastingly extol His name.' 

The cost of the undertaking so far as it has at present 
advanced, is a hundred and seventy pounds nineteen 
shillings and ninepence ; we hope hereafter to see it 
extended farther." 

"advertisement and address, 

Devizes Paper^ June 9Qth, 1849. 

Warminster. — The inhabitants of Warminster Com- 
mon having for a number of years past been suffering 
from a lack of pure and wholesome water in their 
dwellings, some individuals recently formed themselves 
into a committee for the purpose of endeavouring to 
supply this important want. The result of the efforts 
made has been, that a new channel has been opened 
for the stream of water supplying the place, in passing 
through which it will not be subject to become defiled, 
as was the case before. The channel, which is a mile 
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in length, was opened on Thursday last, on which 
occasion a meeting was held on the large area in front 
of the old workhouse, from fifteen hundred to two 
thousand persons being present. An address was 
read to the inhabitants, of which the following is a 
copy: 

* Friends and neighbours, inhabitants of Warminster 
Common. — We are met this afternoon, on a very im- 
portant occasion. Very long, and very much, have 
your forefathers, for the most part, unfortunately 
suffered under the reproach of moral degradation, 
ignorance, and vice: little or no friendly aid ever 
having been afforded them in their low estate. Among 
manifold other evils endured, that stream of water, of 
which they daily drank, sent by a kind Providence to 
bless you and them by its purity, has been hitherto 
all but spoiled, by the numerous defilements, which, 
in its progress, it has always contracted. 

For some years past, your sad condition led many of 
the inhabitants of the town, in a variety of ways, to 
sympathize with you, and to help you: — your moral 
and social" condition, has been thereby greatly im- 
proved, — you are already risen to a state of compar- 
ative respectability and enjoyment; and, though poor, 
we are happy to say that many of you are virtuous. 

Your hearty and grateful reception of the good 
already afforded, has inclined your friends to offer 
you more. This day, you are, for the first time, called 
to partake of the unspeakable benefit of having pure 
spring water brought near to your habitations ; — an 
article highly necessary at all times, and of the utmost 
importance, for the improvement or preservation of 
your health and comfort ; — a lasting blessing, which 
will no doubt raise you and your posterity still higher 
in the scale of advancement. As its purity will be 
permanently preserved, we are bold to afiirm, that a 
greater temporal gift than this, can never be conferred 
on you. 

The duty incumbent on us all, at all times, un- 
questionably is, first — to know our mercies : next-r- 

2i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW WATER-WORKS, 

to he thankful for them. We are called upon there- 
fore on this highly-interesting occasion, above all 
things, humbly and devoutly to acknowledge the 
goodness of Almighty God ! and to give Him thanks 
and praise, who is the Great Author and SiEBtainer of 
life — natural, spiritual, and eternal, — ^ from whom 
alone, all good counsels and all just works do proceed ;' 
who, among a thousand other benefits daily conferred, 
now gives us* this water to drink. 

FsAi/M civ. 10. — ' He sendeth the springs into the 

valleys, which run among the hills.' 
Psalm cvii. 35. — * He turneth the wilderness into 
a standing water, and dry ground into water- 
springs.' 
Isaiah xlix. 10. — 'Even by the springs of water 

shall he guide them.' 
FsALM cvii. 31. — 'Oh, that men would praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and for His won- 
derful works to the children of men !' 
We therefore propose singing the following appro- 
priate Psalm of praise — (I17th Psalm) — -as a small 
but grateful token of the sense we entertain of the 
new and great obligation laid on us, evermore to adore, 
love, and obey Him. 

' From all that dweU below the skies. 
Let the Creator's praise arise ; 
Let the Redeemer's name be sang, 
Throng every land by every tongue. 

Eternal are thy mercies, Lord, . 
Eternal truth attends thy word ; 
Thy praise- shall sound fh>m shore to shore, 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 

Your lofty themes, ye mortals, bring, 
In songs of praise, divin^y sing ; 
The great salvation, loud proclaim. 
And shout for joy the Saviour's name. 

Praise God, A'om whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him, all creatores here below ; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Qhost. 

As further proof of your sincerity herein, you must 
-al$o more than ever resolve, by His help, to shew 
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your gratitude and love, by keeping His Gommaod- 
ments. The chief of which are — ^loving His great 
name and truth — walking in Hia ways — ^loving His 
ministers and ordinances — ^keeping holy Hk sabbaths^ 
To be dlso good neighbours and Jrwnds — always doing 
each other good, so far as you have abiUty. Gfood 
subfects — not only are we to ^Fear God^' but to 
'Honour the king' (or que^ and all that are in 
authority under her: to be sulq'ect,. willingly, 'for 
conscience sake,' to all established ciTil laws and 
ordinances — gladly to obey magistrates; To be good 
servants and labourers — ^humble and thankful; thereby 
pleasing Almighty God, and bfessixig nan. Oood 
parents — training up your diildren. in His loving fear 
and truth, so that they may be a seed coming up to 
serve Him in their day and generation, and thus 
insure still greater blessedness. And also,, good 
children — ' honouring and obeying your pareoala iu th« 
Lord, that it may be well with yoo, and that you may 
live long on the earth.' — Eph. vi. I — 3. 

And, finally, you are called upon to aihew youv 
gratitude to those benefactors, who have so kindly 
responded to the important call, and come forward to 
defray the expenses of this laudaUe undertald^g. 
We therefore propose. That a vote of thanks be now 
given, and that it be shewn hj the holding up of all 
hands; and that a communication to that effect be 
sent from this meeting, to those friends who have thus 
so kindly cared for you, respectfully requesting them 
to accept your humble, but grateful acknowledgements, 
for this important gift. We will conclude by singing 
the National Anthem.' 

After this address was read, thanks were given by 
acclamation, in the following order : — 

1st. 'To her ladyship the Marchioness of Bath, for 
her prompt and valuable patronage in this undertaking. 
To the Marquess of Bath, the noble lord of the manor 
of Warminster, who will soon be among us, we trust, 
a real blessing, a lasting honour to his family, to this 
neighbourhood, and to the whole kingdom.' — This 
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was ably seconded and enlarged on by Eev. Mr. Gunn^ 
Independent minister. 

2nd. * To his lordship's steward, Mr. Kobertson, a 
zealous promoter of this undertaking, whose interest 
in your welfare deserves your richest thanks. To his 
lordship's lessees, also, Mr. Goodman and Miss War- 
ren, whose kind permission was granted to pass 
through their land to the said spring.' 

3rd. * To all other friends, but more particularly to 
the LadieSy who so promptly responded to this im- 
portant call, and have thus showed themselves the 
real friends of the inhabitants of Warminster Common.' 

After an address given by Mr. Stent, who heartily- 
concurred in the whole of the proceedings, the meeting 
was dissolved. 

The contractor for the work (Mr. H. Bedford), had 
erected a grand display of laurels, flowers, &c., on the 
spot, and moreover exhibited an enormous loaf of 
bread, of above forty pounds weight, beautifully- 
decorated with flowers, with which, and plenty of 
excellent ham, he afterwards regaled his workmen. — 
The school children (upwards of four hundred), with 
their teachers and friends, then drank tea together. 
The houses and entrances of the streets were decorated 
with laurels, festoons of flowers, ornamented arch- 
ways, &c., and the weather being very favourable, 
nothing was left to be desired. The whole was con- 
ducted with much decorum, and such harmony and 
joy prevailed, as Warminster Common never before 
witnessed." 

" June 24th, 1849. The cholera morbus is menacing 
us again. I have taken up the subject (ministerially). 
We have commenced a prayer-meeting after the 
Sabbath evening service, in direct reference thereto." 

" July 1st, 1849. It has broken out at Crocker ton, 
only a mile and a half from the Common." 

"July 8th, 1849. Still going on there. We are 
labouring hard by prayer and faithful preaching to 
keep the destroyer out of the Common. The merciful 
and gracious Lord God, has hitherto heard and saved 
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US — not a single case has yet occurred. Great and 
laudable exertions are also being made to remote aU 
outward nuisanoes, in or near the neighbourhood. 
Good, so far as it goes.'* 

" July 22nd, 1849. It does not increase at Grock- 
erton> but at Salisbury (twenty-one miles distant) and 
at Bristol, it is raging fearfully. Our congregations 
are very good, and praised be His holy name, our 
services have a blessed solemnity and unction in them, 
which give us hope. We have as yet escaped the 
scourge. The new pure spring- water gift to the poor, 
seems to be thankfully appreciated by them : it is no 
doubt a most seasonable and gracious outward help. 
' In the midst of wrath,' it is said, ^ He remembereth 
mercy.' At this time the face of the earth exhibits 
nothing but lovingkindness and tender mercy. Vege- 
tation is in the highest state of perfection: the 
earth is loaded with His bounty: the potato crop 
bids fair to come to full perfection, there is not yet 
the least appearance of the former years' desolating 
disease." 

"August 9th, 1849. Anniversary of the Warr 
minster Bible Society ; a good attendance and a joyful 
season. Not more than two or three persons were 
recognized as present, who witnessed the commence- 
ment of this noble institution. I have never been 
absent from these meetings. I exhibited to the com^- 
pany a copy of what is called ' Tyndale's Bible,' now 
exactly three hundred years old. Little did he think, 
when he became one of * the noble army of martyrs,' 
that honourable mention of his never-dying name and 
works would be made on this interesting occasion. 
Lord most high ! mercifully be pleased to grant me 
at least a small portion of this man's blessed spirit, 
that, like him, I may truly confess Thee before men, 
and be faithful unto death. Thou knowest all things. 
Thou knowest that I love Thee. 

"September I3th, 1849. Children's tea^meeting, 
— quite as good as former ones^t well sustains its 
blessed interest* Two hundred and ninety tickets. 
2i3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



366 EXTRACTS FROM A DIART. 

Fine weather. Walked round the Common. Five 
hours joyful services only made us ardently wish for 
the more frequent return of such heavenly^ soul- 
harmonizing seasons. 

Outwardly, mercy and judgment are still greatly 
manifested. Good crops of corn — ^no potato disease — 
fine weather. Truly it may be said ' Thou openest 
Thy hand, and fiUest every living thing with good.' 
But on the other hand judgment is sdbso manifest. 
The desolating cholera is still prevailing, and greatly 
menacing this town : yet thanks be to His holy name, 
though His hand is evidently lifted up, he mercifally 
suspends the blow. We have special prayer-meetings 
continually kept up in reference thereto, which are 
well attended, and, from the holy influences then felt, 
we hope to be allowed to ^ stand in the gap.* Our 
chapel may truly at this time be called a house of 
prayer: it is open almost every day. The school 
also flourishes — the congregations are good — the 
tracts are regularly circulated, and we humbly hope 
that His blessed truth is not only greatly known, but 
honoured. Lord, our Lord, will Thou not still be 
gracious to Thy ppor erring creatures, and allow us 
to put our whole trust in Thee ?" 

" September 26th, 1849, (Wednesday). A fasting, 
day in this town, on account of the prevalence still of 
the much-dreaded cholera morbus, in this neighbour- 
hood and nation. There were good attendances in- 
deed at our three chapel services. O how did my heart 
rejoice, and my tongue bless him at the sight. I trust 
that the people did truly pray and give thanks. 
Although a fatal case occurred only two miles distant^ 
it has not yet appeared in this parish. * Be Thou 
exalted Lord in Thine own strength, so will we sing 
and praise Thy power.' 

At the close of the service, notice was given that 
as the congregation was generally very poor, no 
collection would be made for Salisbury infirmary ; but 
it was stated that, it was our duty to appropriate the 
money saved by our fasting, to some charity. There 
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was^ therefore^ our missionary -box at the chapel door, 
and it was suggested that ' if the devil had persuaded 
any person present that eating and drinking in the 
usual way was religious fasting, and therefore nothing 
had been saved by him for the Lord, it would not be 
too late to do it to-morrow : we then shall be able to 
ascertain by the contents of the said missionary-box 
on the coming Sabbath, what amount of real fasting 
there had been among us on this occasion.' 

N.B. — The box had more than double the usual 
sum in it. Oood " 

"November 4th, 1849, (Sunday). Thanksgiving 
sermon on account of the cholera having abated 
throughout the kingdon:, and that not a single case 
had occurred in this highly-favoured parish. Special 
allusion was also made to the tender mercies of 
Almighty God, in giving His creatures such an 
abundance of the precious fruits of the earth in due 
season. 

< Thy arm Lord, is not shortened now, 
It wants not now the power to save.* ** 

" December 20th, 1849. Children's tea-meeting. 
Two hundred and forty-three tickets. The usual 
services were performed much to our edification ; all 
was love and harmony, only the old objecting voice 
was once slightly revived, and unfortunately publicly 
heard, but it injured us not. * It was one of the 
worst days for this town that ever occurred, when 
these tea-meetings at the Common were introduced ; 
it is impossible to calculate on the immense mischief 
which will be done by them.' We humbly hope that 
His dear little ones* angels did not hear and report 
that unguarded expression. 

All Uie' chapel services are going on well, and we 
hope solid good is doing. The new pure spring- 
water, is also most thankfully accepted by nearly the 
whole of the population ; so that their bodily health, 
as well as their spiritual, we think will be greatly and 
progressively benefited by His abounding mercies. 
^ Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gifts.' " 
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^ January 1st, 1850. Six o'clock morning prayer- 
meeting. A most delightful time : a large company. 
Twelve persons engaged in prayer. A beautiful 
moonlight morning, and all were greatly refreshed by 
a sense of His adorable presence. In the evening- 
seventy-six adults took tea together in the chapel, 
most of whom related their christian experience, to 
our mutual edification. Some of the friends have 
never been absent from the commencement of this 
service (January 1st, 1828) when the chapel was 
first opened. One hundred and thirty-seven deaths 
in this parish in the last year ; thirty-two of them in 
the Common." 

"January 6th, 1850, Epiphany Sunday again re- 
turned. Twenty-two years ago this morning, the first 
Sunday service in the new chapel commenced. I had 
a special service in reference to this circumstance, — 
Text, Numb, xxiii. 23. The former state of the 
Common was contrasted with the present: it was 
stated that not only was there a chapel, a school- 
room, a vestry, and other appendages, two new gal- 
leries builded by us, all well occupied, which cost 
upwards of eight hundred and fifty pounds, all paid 
for : but there had been thirty thousand tracts cir- 
culated by us; thirty-five funeral sermons, besides 
numerous happy deaths of those who were not mem- 
bers. Seventeen years there had been a Sunday- 
school, it now had a hundred and sixty children ; a 
school library ; a hundred and fifty pounds had been 
raised by us for missionaries ; about fifty members in 
the society; large quarterly children's tea-meetings 
established ; besides all the outward improvements in 
the village, which are very great, especially the new 
spring-water works. Also a new church, commodious 
school - building at Sambourne ; weekly services at 
Bread -street chapel. Bibles, tracts, school-books 
almost innumerable, distributed by different religious 
friends ; ladies' visiting and relieving committees^ and 
other charities, &c. Well may we exclaim with 
humble adoration and joy, ' What hath God wroi^ht V 
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In the evening the 'directions for renewing the 
covenant' was read, and solemn indeed was the 
season. Although the roads were very slippery the 
chapel was tolerably full, many children were present. 

Such a profound and death-like silence prevailed, 
as seemed to assure us of the presence of an influence 
far more than human. Another important year is we 
humbly hope begun well. All our hearts' desire and 
prayer is, let the Lord most high ! be glorified by us 
in all things, both now and ever. Amen." 

"March 21st, 1850. Another joyous children's 
tea-meeting. A beautiful day. We walked through 
the Common. Two hundred and eighty-six tickets. 
Five hours services brought us all into that blessed 
communion, which it seemed, even heaven itself could 
not much exceed. O what happiness and joy un- 
speakable, even in this life can be gotten, where 
proper means are adopted. We had been praying 
long and much, that the blessed Redeemer would 
again ^walk amidst his golden candlesticks,' and it 
was not long before he was truly known of us in 
breaking the bread of eternal life. Eichly indeed 
did the living water spring up in our hearts, while 
singing * Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing.' " 

"May 17th, 1850. A deputation from the Wes- 
leyan district meeting, consisting of the chairman of 
the Bath district and the superintendent of the 
Bradford circuit, paid me a visit, purposely to enquire 
as to my opinion respecting the sad state of declining 
Methodism in this circuit, and whether or not they 
had better send any more resident preachers to this 
town. They were very obliging and seemed to solicit 
my patronage. [N.B. — This is the first official respect 
shewn us by that people since our official rejection by 
them in 1818, see page 57]. Paid them twelve 
pounds, beiug the proceeds of our missionary-box the 
last year. Total, a hundred and fifty-four pounds 
fifteen shillings." 

Digitized byVjOOQlC 



370 MOTTRKFUL PBOVIDBNCES. 

"May2l8t, 1850, fWhit-Tuesday). Adults* tea- 
meeting as usual. About a hundred present. The 
God of all ^race was mercifully pleased to smile again 
on our service, and great was our joy : no deadness 
or formality. Three hours profitable intercourse only 
prompted the wish for longer enjoyment." 

*' June 20th, 1850. Children's tea-meeting. Three 
hundred and forty tickets (a hundred and sixty-three 
of our own school.) It was called the anniversary of 
the opening of the new water- works at the Common, 
(being the nearest available day). Fine weather. 
We sang two appropriate hymns near the interesting- 
spot: short addresses were also given there in reference 
thereto, and also in reference to our merciful deliver- 
ance from the desolating cholera last summer. Not 
less than eight hundred present ; and after six hoars 
joyful intercourse we had great difiiculty to part. Only 
one case of death by fever has occurred in the Common 
for a year, and that took place where the new pure 
spring-water was not used. A child, three years old, 
brought from London to die, perfectly cured by 
nothing else but drinking large quantities of the said 
water. Another child, with a disease behind its ear 
which had resisted medicine, cured in a few days by 
only washing it with the said water. An invalid 
assured me that her health had been rapidly improving 
since she had taken to drinking it." 

'* August 9th, 1850. Joyful anniversary of the 
Warminster bible society. A good attendance. I 
have never been absent therefrom from its commence- 
ment in 1813. The same secretaries also were present 
as then officiated. It was an interesting sight indeed 
to see the chair so well filled by Capt. B. L. L., who 
after having faithfully served his country in a military 
capacity, is now honourably employed in promoting the 
conquests of Christ's church militant here on earth." 

Another mournful visitation of Divine providence 
is now in painful operation. The beautiful and 
extensive potato crop, recently smiling in all its love* 
liness and bidding fair for coming to full perfection. 
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is grievously smitten. Nothing but universal 
desolation is apparent^ and gloomy forebodings again 
rest on all our minds. The wheat crop appears also 
injured by high winds and heavy rains. As this is 
clearly a national visitation, let us, as is meet, search 
out our national sins. The Lord God hath spoken, 
who can but prophesy? Amos iii. 8. It is said, 
Isaiah xvii. 10., " Because thou hast forgotten the 
God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of 
the rock of thy strength : In the day shalt thou make 
thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou 
make thy seed to flourish, but the harvest shall be a 
heap, in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow." 

Besides the ordinary and grievous sins of this 
nation, there have been during the present year some 
new and extraordinary ones. 

First, there has been a great and almost general 
religious agitation among the great body of Wesleyan 
Methodists, both preachers and people, about what is 
called their church government. A people who are 
said to be exalted to heaven by their religious privi- 
leges, who ought to be the salt of the earth and the 
lights of the world, who are, or ought to be, always 
patterns of meekness, gentleness, long-suffering, good- 
ness, love — have been, many of them, all but the 
reverse. Unhallowed strife has been generated, and 
" offences" great and manifold, have, we fear, been 
caused both within and without. Nor has it been any 
better with regard to the established church. It is 
much to be feared that the guilt of the nation has 
been greatly increased, by a large portion of those 
who call themselves '^ The temple of the Lord — the 
temple of the Lord" intemperately striving about the 
long-agitated and much-vexed question, '^Baptismal 
regeneration of infants ;" as if the Great, Eternal, 
Almighty, renewing Spirit must, at all times, infallibly 
work, whenever or wherever a poor, sinful, erring 
mortal chooses to administer a certain ordinance, 
although it may be to the character referred to Isaiah 
Ivii. 3. Be it r^nembered that the scriptures never 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



372 MOURNFUL PROVIDENCES. 

name that ordinance^ as applicable to infants, but 
always in reference to adults. Our blessed Liord 
declared children to be in a state of blessedness before 
he touched them, Mark x. 14. The only legitimate 
conclusion that can ever be arrived at is, that the trans- 
action is simply a humble presentation or first formal 
offering or dedication (as is meet) of the lovely infant 
to its great Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier ; and 
also, at the same time to His visible church, — hoping, 
praying, and endeavouring that it may be an acceptable 
service : and also, so far as persevering prayer, godly 
counsel, good example, and diligent use of ordinances, 
can hereafter go, that it be the blest commencement 
of a truly religious life. All the rest must be for 
ever left, undisclosed, in the hands of Him who 
created it. If the time, thought, and energy, spent 
on this unprofitable subject, had been devoted to the 
promoting of the regeneration or spiritual baptism 
of the numerous youths and adults, who everywhere 
so much need it, how much more would desolating 
sin have been checked, and soul-saving truth been 
honoured. Most sincerely do I hope that Matt. 
xxiii. 24, will not here apply. 

The second is, the murmuring and strife, amounting 
to all but vengeance and rebellion, manifested by 
another large and influential portion of the com- 
munity, on account of the cheapness of bread, and 
other agricultural produce ; said to be caused by the 
removing taxation from articles imported. 

The third evil is, I presume, the resistance foand 
generally to the new national post-office arrangements, 
which suspend the delivery of all letters, &c. on the 
Lord's most holy day : doubtless a wise, scriptural, 
and beneficial injunction ; reflecting great and lasting 
spiritual honour on the originators of it. Clamourous 
petitions, are preparing, to get the said order reversed. 
Strange as it may appear, yet it is awfully true, that 
highly-influential and official names, (witness the one 

got up at and signed by them immediately 

after the reading, in open court, "the Queen's 
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Proclamation against Vice and Immorality/') the very 
persons who oaght to be at all times foremost in sup- 
pressing all kinds of vice^ and '^ maintaining Thy true 
religion and virtue/' have actually most inconsistently^ 
if not wickedly^ been heading or supporting one of 
these anti-christian^ w^^ath-provoking petitions ; thus 
setting a bad example to their inferiors^ openly 
strengthening the hands of the wicked^ and causing 
all true ministers of the sanctuary to mourn. It is 
stated that not less than half a sackful of newspapers 
are delivered at the post-office of a country town, 
every Sunday morning, thereby altogether unfitting 
the officials for subsequent religious duties. Apd it is 
more than probable, that the readers of them, and of 
business-letters; shortly afterwards, repair to the 
sanctuary of God most High! and there in His 
awful presence, unhesitatingly respond to His com- 
mand, " Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy^'* 
in the following way — ^namely — " Lord, have mercy 
upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law." 
What a solemn mockery ! What " a stink in my 
nostrils!" So the blasted potato-crop, is doubtless 
part of the righteous answer given to our hypocritical 
prayers, and guilty professions. O Lord, most Holy ! 
O God, most Mighty ! it is Thy fiery. Thy eternal, 
immutable law, which they have thus presumptuously 
broken; they know it; and, sooner or later, they 
shall surely take the dreadful penalty. And who 
can stand in Thy sight, when once Thou art angry ? 
Perhaps this distressing visitation, is only the begin^ 
ning of sorrows. Verily it makes one's heart to 
bleed, to see poor worms of the earth, sinful dust and 
ashes, creatures of a day, pretending to show that the 
Great Almighty Govemour of the universe, did not 
know how to frame a law, which would be for the 
present and eternal good of His creatures, and there* 
fore they mtcst alter it ! It is written, '^ Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but not one jot or tittle of the 
law shall fail." " 'Tis dangerous to provoke a God." 
Ye who dare venture on the tremendous experiment, 
2k 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



374 MOURNFUL PEOVIDENCES. 

should read Hebrews x. 28, 29, and Gal. iii. 10. 
Beader ! — If thou art not guilty of neglecting or 
trifling with the commands of the Most High God ! 
so as to have the judicial blindness of heart awarded 
thee, referred to in the following awful words — ^* Be- 
hold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish; for I 
work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in 
no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you," 
Acts xiii. 41. — I will reveal to thee some hitherto- 
concealed, but very important (I hope, edifying) facts. 
A certain young man, aged nineteen, deeply in- 
fluenced by sound religious principles, on engaging 
himself as first clerk in a large commercial concern, 
specially contracted with his employers (I am sorry 
to say, reluctantly enough on their part,) that on no 
account , was any secular business to be transacted by 
him, on the Lord's day. There were, of course, 
abundance of business-letters then read and written 
by his worldly-minded employers, as well as news- 
papers searched. — And plenty of petty persecution 
had the said clerk to endure, for being, what they 
called, ^^ righteous overmuch,*^ But, notice events. — 
In a short time, the family was visited, first, by that 

loathsome disease, called the I , and every member 

(nine of them) had it, excepting the said Sabbath- 
sanctifying clerk. The leading partner attested, that 
he lost at the time, upwards of a hundred pounds, by 
being incapacitated thereby for attending to his business. 
On another occasion, some gross insult was oflfered 
by the family to him, on account of his still un- 
bending religious strictness : — Immediately, the 
Small-pox broke out among them ; (N.B. — it was 
not caught by infection ;) and the principal offender 
(an adult) had it first, and died thereof in a fortnight. 
Furthermore, there were twelve managers of the 
diflPerent departments of this extensive concern, who 
habitually and unscrupulously desecrated the Lord's 
day. In about three years they were all dead ! — the 
said persecuted clerk, only, excepted. I visited the 
last of the eleven, during his lingering sickness ; he 
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was the youngest of all ; had just entered into a 
lucrative business for himself; and he mournfully 
and despairingly informed me^ that one Sabbath^ 
instead of being at a place of worship, while he was 
coming home from a pleasure- taking visit (as it was 
called) he was overtaken by a dreadful storm of 
thunder and lightning, was so completely drenched 
with the heavy rain, that he then took the chill, which 
nothing but death could cure. After this, the said 
persecuted clerk was called to undertake other and 
more important business, he therefore gladly left the 
situation where he had been so long constrained to 
" sojourn in Mesech," but with mournful anticipations 
in reference to coming events moving in that direction. 
From that period a gradual decline took place in this 
once large and flourishing business. Six years after, 
the property was all sold under a commission of bank- 
ruptcy. The whole of the affairs were then put, 
unsolicited and exclusively, into the hands of the said 
religious clerk to settle ; and in that very counting- 
house where he had so often " sighed and cried for 
the abominations committed," the weeping, humbled 
sufferers exclaimed to him, ^^O, if we had lived as 
you wished us, we should never have come to this." 
Observe, the said bankruptcy was by no means a 
(business) justifiable one ; for it was afterwards proved 
that the sufferers had at the time from three to four 
thousand pounds, clear of all pecuniary obligations. So 
they toiled long and hard, took nothing which they 
could enjoy, njiA prenuUurely died! 

Nearly fifty years after this took, place, the person 
referred to, who was still governed by the same sacred, 
soul- satisfying, soul-dignifying principles, was blessing 
Almighty God ! that he had been diligently taught 
in childhood and youth, both at home and in the 
sanctuary, always to '^ Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy /" And O, how substantially could he 
prove, to all the world, by a life of almost uninterrupted 
health and prosperity, that '^ Godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, 
2k2 
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and of that which is to come." — 1 Timothy iv. 8. 
— ^Almighty and Everlasting God, the Fountain of all 
wisdom and goodness ! as Thou knowest that I desire 
nothing herein but Thy honour and glory ; if Thou 
wilt mercifiilly preserve Thy poor frail creature from 
all danger and temptation in this transaction, I will 
venture, for this once, to disclose more of that part of 
the blessed " life which is hid with Christ in God," 
referred to Col. iii. 3, which partly consists in loving 
and keeping holy Thy sacred Sabbaths. I have then 
to state that, the said Sabbath-sanctifying clerk (who 
is still living and well known), will testify that during 
fifty years of (for the most part) very active life^ he 
never lost any business, property, health, or reputation, 
through refusing to read or write business letters, 
search newspapers, hold business conversation, enter- 
tain worldly visitors, or take business journeys, on the 
Lord's holy day. Nor did any of his employers, 
friends, or relations complain that through his religious 
strictness, they ever lost anything. Furthermore^ 
that during the said period, he never met with bodily 
accident or any dangerous sickness, was never hindered 
from fully attending to and accomplishing his six days' 
necessary secular duties : he never lost any property 
entrusted to post-office conveyance, was never en- 
tangled by unfulfilled pecuniary engagements, the 
precious truths contained in the 91st Psalm were 
always his portion ; all-conquering, unceremonious 
death never visited his highly-privileged and peaceful 
habitation. All his laudable designs (and they have 
been numerous and important) whether secular or 
religious, public or private^ he easily, and in due 
season perfected. He never was conquered or con- 
trolled by any successful opposition, either of a spiritual 
or temporal nature ; never made the least retrograde 
movement as it respects body, soul, or circumstances 
during that period ; his eyes have not become dim 
nor has his natural force abated ; and never once has 
he proved a known "offence" to the much-loved 
people or cause of his God. 
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*^ This I had (and much mote) because I kept Jhy 
precepts.^* — Psalm cxix. 56. 



" Dr. Chadderton^ who died in 1640, used to say, 'I 
desire as much to have my servants to know the Lord 
as myself.' He was married fifty-three years, and 
during the whole of that period never kept his ser- 
vant from public worship to cook victuals." — ^Bbook. 



OBSERVATIONS OF THE LAIS SIR MATTHEW HALE, LORD 

CHIEF JUSTICE OF ENGLAND, ON EEEPINO 

THE SABBATHJ)AY HOLY. 

^^ I will acquaint you with a truth, that above fortv 
years' experience and strict observation of myself bath 
assuredly taught me. I have been near fifty years a 
man as much conversant in business, and mat of 
moment and importance, as most men, and I will assure 
you I was never under any inclination to fanaticism, 
enthusiasm, or superstition. 

In all this time I have most industriously observed 
in myself and my concerns, these three things : — 

1st. That whensoever I have undertaken any 
secular business upon the Lord's day (which was not 
absolutely and in^spensably necessary) that business 
never prospered or succeeded well with me. 

Nay, if I had set myself that day but to forecast 
or design any temporal business, to be done or per- 
formed afterwards, though such forecasts were just and 
honest in themselves, and had as fiur a prospect as 
could be effected, yet, I have always been disappointed 
in the effecting of it, or in the success of it* So that 
it grew almost proverbial with me, when any impor- 
tuned me to any secular business that day, to answer 
them, that if they expected it to succeed amiss, then 
they might desire my undertaking to it upon that day : 
and this was so certain an observation of me, that I 
2k3 
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feared to think of any secular business that day^ 
because the resolutions then taken would be disap- 
pointed or unsuccessfuL 

2ndly. That always the more closely I applied 
myself to the duties of the Lord's day^ the more 
happy and successful were my businesses and employ- 
ments of the week foUovdng. So that I could, firom 
the strict or loose observance of that day, take a 
just prospect and true calculation of my temporal 
successes in the ensuing week. 

Srdly. Though my hands and mind have been as 
fiill of secular business, both before and since I was 
a judge, as^ it may be, any man's in England, yet I 
neyer wanted time, in my six days, to ripen and fit 
myself for the businesses and employments I had to 
do, though I borrowed not one minute from the 
Lord's day to prepare for it, by study or otherwise. 
But, on the other hand, if I had at any time borrowed 
from this day any time for my secular employments, 
I found it did frirther me less than if I had let it 
alone : and, therefore, when some years' experiences, 
upon a most attentiye and vigilant observation, had 
given me this instruction,! grew peremptorily resolved 
never in this kind to make a breach upon the Lord's 
day, which I have strictly observed for above thirty 
years. This relation is most certainly and experi- 
mentally true, and hath been declared by me to 
hundreds of persons, and now I declare it to you." — 
Ftflfe fViUianut* Memoirs of Hale's Life. — Londofi, 
1835; pp. 232— 3. 

" September 2nd, 1850. Moumfril to relate — ^the 
post-office Sabbath-desecrating business is resumed. 
The devil, finding one part of the religious world 
involved in ungodly strue, the other for the most 
part, in apathy, ' came and sowed tares, and went hia 
way.' The consequence is, that the honoured origi- 
nators of this devout measure, having but part^ 
religious support, and great irreligious opposition, 
have at lengdi yielded to the ungodly pressure ; and 
the Sunday newspaper infiuence has actually conquered 
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the Scripture influence ! Hated iniquity again 
triumphs, soul-saving truth mourns, and generations 
unborn will most likely have spiritually to suffer. It 
is said that the Methodist conference memoriaUzed 
against its revival, but what, I ask, did their numerous 
societies and congregations ? and what did the whole 
body of dissenters of this kingdom in order to retain 
the precious boon? It is no wonder that so little 
spiritual prosperity attends their respective ministra- 
tions. But this is not all — one evil often generates 
another : since this ungodly measure has been revived, 
Sabbath-day railw*ay excursions are rapidly multiply- 
ing. Thousands are thereby led to grieve the Holy 
Spirit, and raise fearful forebodings in the minds of 
all faithful people. And this is the sad return made 
by us for all the exceeding great and precious spiritual 
and social privileges, granted by Almighty God to 
this highly-favoured and (so called) christian nation. 
'O thou that art confident that thou thyself art a 
suide of the blind, a light of them which are in 
darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of 
babes," I ask thee whether this is not hastening with 
a witness, with rapid strides, the much-desired and 
long-promised Grand Millennium ? ^O souls bowed 
down to earth, strangers to heaven.' 



^ Why weeps the Mase for England 7 what appears 
In England's case to move the muse to tears 7 
— ^The prophet wept for Israel, wished his eyes 
Were fountains fed with infinite supplies ; 
He heard the wheels of an avenging God, 
Groan heavily along the distant road \ 
Saw Babylon set wide her two-leaved brass. 
To let the military deluge pass. — 
O Israel, of all nations most undone ! 
Thy diadem displaced, thy sceptre gone ; 
Thy temple, once thy glory, fallen and rased, 
And thou a worshipper even where thou mayest :— 
Cry aloud, thou that sittest in the dust, * 

Cry to the proud, the cruel, and unjust; 
Knock at the gates of nations, rouse their fears; 
Say wrath is coming, and the storm appears ; 
But raise the ihriUest cry in Britith ears.' " 

Cow PEA. 
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" September 19th, 1850. Another joyous children's 
tea-meeting. Two hundred and ninety-seven tickets. 
Fine weather. Nearly five hours debghtful services 
made us all very unwilling to part. This is the 
twenty- sixth large children's tea-meeting. Since the 
commencement of this blessed institution, (see chapter 
20, p. 294), children's tea-meetings have been 
adopted with great success in many other places, and 
they appear to be rapidly extending in almost every 
direction. Be it ever remembered, that the numerous 
large and profitable religious and social tea-meetings 
now held in almost every place,* both adults' and 
children's, originated at that long-neglected, obscure^ 
and unhonoured place called narminster Common. 
The adults' commenced December 1 3th, 1815; the 
children's May 29th, 1844 ; contrcuiict this who can / 
This is, and long has been, a substantial part of cor 
just glorying in the Lord, which no man can take from 
us : yielding a pleasure that neither time nor eternity 
shall prevent or exhaust. Since their blessed com- 
mencement, they have never been intermitted or 
abated by us : never have they wanted sweetest 
evidences of the Divine smiles, and never have they 
failed to give vitality to all the other services. Gene- 
rations yet unborn will surely partake of their pro- 
gressive and exalted benefits. O ye valuable helpers 
in his blessed cause, who delight to feed his flock, 
and especially the lambs, look up and go forward ; 
^ slack not your driving tUl I bid you ;' look not at 
the things which are seen, which are temporal : 

' The vineyard of the Lord, 

Before his labourers lies $ 
And lo ! we see the vast reward. 

Which waits vlb in the skies.' *' 

"Optober6th, 1850. Funeral sermon for widow- 
Sarah Price, aged seventy-two. About four years ago 
she joined our society ; was very diligent at all the 
means of grace, and never brought any reproach on 
our cause. In her last sickness she blessed Almigh^ 
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God that He had ever led her footsteps to our chapel. 
Her confidence in the promises was clear and scrip- 
tural. On the day she died, her evidence was for a 
short time somewhat clouded, but it soon gave way to 
brighter light. Seeing death rapidly approaching, 
her son said to her, * Mother, if you are so weak in 
your last moments that you cannot speak, if your 
prospects of glory are clear, lift up your hand.' A 
few hours after, she lifted up both hands three times, 
and said that she could see her Saviour, and was 
going to heaven : her last words were — Heaven, 
heaven, heaven. There was a large congregation, 
and a sacred influence rested on the whole service." 



ADDRESS. 

And now, in bringing this work to a close, I feel it my 
duty, once for all, to leave a parting address — 

First, — To all lovers of truth, virtue, and religion ; 
who now are, or hereafter shall be, the respectable 
inhabitants of any, of every place, but especially of 
Warminster; and therefore, are more particularly 
intirusted with both the temporal and spiritual con- 
cerns of the poor. Remember, that your own comfort 
greatly depends on having a virtuous neighbourhood 
or population : vice is not only degrading and dis- 
tressing, but also very expensive ; and often the 
righteous indignation of Almighty God on all is 
thereby provoked. See, then, that you maintain, at 
any rate and at all times, all religious institutions ; 
encourage all faithful gospel ministers and faithful 
gospel helpers, male or female. To impart sound 
religious instruction is not only a delightful duty, but 
it is attended with comparatively small expense. A 
pound expended in this way may, and probably will, 
prevent large unprofitable expenditure, as well as 
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great regret and dishonour as it respects witnessing 
or punishing vice. 

Second, — To all Ministers. — You, above all men^ 
ought to know the value of, and gladly to exhibit 
pure and undefiled religion to all mankind, and 
especially to the poor. Never, then, let this im- 
portant duty want, on your part, the most ample, 
prompt, and efficient support. Let your whole soul, 
mind, and strength, be constantly applied, in season 
and out of season, in advancing the interests of the 
blessed Bedeemer. In your high and holy calling, 
see that ye be workmen that need not to be ashamed. 
Have nothing to do, ministerially, with doubtful dis- 
putations in religion ; do not puzzle the minds of the 
poor with unprofitable doctrines or controversy : ever 
keep close to fundamental, soul-saving truths, and 
to these only : 

" Preach repentance in His name, 

Preach forgiveness in His blood ; 
Then ye do His presence claim, 

Then ye preach the word of God : 
Empty all besides, and vain, 
Not the word of God— but man." 

Warminster Common, especially, will always require 
great spiritual attention. There being such a nu- 
merous and concentrated population, chiefly poor, 
there will always be a plenty of ignorance and vice 
to attack, and there will always be a tendency on 
their part to degenerate. O, do not ever let that be 
the case : labour hard and long, to keep this needy 
part of the Lord's vineyard well cultivated. Godli- 
ness is profitable for all things. Be sure above all 
things, to look well to the dear children ; this is a most 
delightful and profitable duty : the more you regard 
them, the more they, as well as their parents, will 
love you and your cause. 

Third, — And, O ye humble but blessed " poor of 
this world, whom God hath chosen to be rich in faith 
and heirs of His kingdom," who love His great cause. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ADDRESS. 383 

see that you always diligently improve your gospel 
privileges. Ever know and love them that labour 
among you in the Lord, and very highly esteem them 
for their works' sake. Keep close to all the means 
of grace. Love one another with pure hearts fer- 
vently. Do all you can to gather those among you 
who are still ignorant and out of the way. Be sure 
to educate your children religiously. Let your lives, 
tempers, and conversation, always prepare the way of 
the gospel. This will greatly please your Father 
which is in heaven ; and the more you honour Him, 
the more He will honour you. Full well you know 
that the blessed gospel has its present as well as 
eternal rewards : it will still bless you more and 
mpre, you and your children. Never then grow 
faint or weary in your minds. You will sometimes 
have the af&ictions common to men to pass through. 
Be patient in tribulation ; your day of glorious de- 
liverance will surely come : it will not tarry. Yet a 
little while, and God himself will wipe away all tears for 
ever from your eyes. " It hath not entered into the 
heart of man to conceive what great things God hath 
laid up for them that fear Him." On your stedfast 
faith, your beloved pastor's peace and prosperity 
depend : " Ye are our hope, and joy, and crown of 
rejoicing." So far as any of you, male or female, 
have talents, however few, be sure to help on the 
great work, either as teachers of children, tract dis- 
tributors, missionary collectors, visitors of the sick, or 
helpers in the public services. Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, there is, I trust, 
unexhausted grace still remaining for Warminster 
Common. Hitherto it has been amply found, that 
just in proportion as His eternal truth .has been 
honoured, so have your temporal concerns improved. 
O what a lovely and prosperous place would it be, if 
all the inhabitants knew the Lord, from the least to 
the greatest. Go on then, dearly beloved, continue 
in His blessed fear and love ; work while it is called 
to-day ; endure as seeing Him who is invisible ; " Be 
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thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life." " Because I live, ye shall live also." 



*' We remember the word of our crucified Lord, 
When he went to prepare us a place ; 

' I will come in that day, and transport yoa away, 
And admit to a sight of my face.' 

With earnest desire, after Thee we aspire. 

And long Thy appearing to see ; 
Till our souls Thou receive, in Thy presence to live. 

And be perfectly happy in Thee." 



THE END. 



November, 1850. 
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OOJUIJCUrJIl) WITH THK 



METHODIST CHAPEL, AT WARMINSTER COMMON, 
1850. 



" The elders which are among you I exhort, who am 
also an elder. Feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind : neither as lords over God's heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shep- 
herd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away." — 1 Peter v. 1 — 4. 

" These are my fellow- workers unto the kingdom 
of God, which have been a comfort unto me." — Col. 
iv. 11. 

[N.B. — There are other tract-distributors and valu- 
able helpers in the Lord's blessed work, often employed 
atWarmin8terCommon,butas they do not belong to our 
chapel^ I have therefore no audiority to publish their 
names ; I can only express the high sense of christian 
obligation due to them for their kind and important 
services, and hope that they will never relinquish 
them. There is plenty more of spiritual work to be 
done by them and by us : many i^orant and careless 
sinners to be reclaimed. I say then to you and to 
all, on no account slacken your pace, but gird up the 
loins of your mind and go forward, and grace, mercy, 
and peace from God the Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, be evermore your portion. " Be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lordy forasmuch as ye know that your labour 
is not in vain in the Lord." — 1 Cor. xv. 58.] 
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NAMES OF OFFICE-BEARERS. 



HELPER IN THE MINISTRY. 

James Cornish. 



CHAPEL STEWARD. 

Luke Bead. 



SUPERINTENDENT OF THE 
LIBRART. 



Jonathan Curtis. 



CLASS LEADERS. 

Elizabeth Brown 
Esther Grist 
Luke Bead 
William Jones 
Jonathan Curtis. 



LEADERS OF THE SINGING. 

Elizabeth Brown 
Thomas Price. 



CHAPEL KEEPER. 

Ann Hawkins. 



PRAYER LEADERS, IN THE 
SCHOOL & THE CHAPEL. 

(UALB.) 

Luke Bead 
Joseph Grist 
Jonathan Curtis 
John Teague Grant 
William Jones 
Ambrose Jones 
George Sly 
Bichard Moody 
Thomas Price 
Bichard Carr 



Thomas John Byall 
Frederick Collins 
John Turner 
John Titford 
Seymour Haines 
John Ponton. 

(fbicalx.) 

Elizabeth Brown 
Esther Grist 
Maria Bush 
Mercy Grist 
Jane Cornish. 



TRACT DISTRIBUTOBS AND 
HELPERS. 

(male.) 

Jonathan Curtis 
William Jones 
Bichard Moody 
George Sly. 

(fkmale.) 

Jane Mary Provis 
Mary Pearce 
Hannah Shore 
Mary Baker 
Hester Butt 
Mercy Grist 
Esther Prince 
Caroline Giles 
Bhoda Christ 
Eliza Ford 
Ann Hawkins 
Eliza Hobbs 
Ann Hill 

Elizabeth Whatley 
Elizabeth Price 
Mary Ann Adlam 
Mary Haines. 
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SUNDAY^IGHOOL TEACHERS AND MANAGERS. 



(ICALE.) 

Jonathan Curtis 
John Teague Grant 
Thomas John Byall 
John Ponton 
George Sly 
Frederick Collins ' 
John Turner 
Eichard Carr 
Seymour Haines. 



(fbxalb.) 



Ann Hill 



Mercy Grist 
Hester Grist 
Charlotte Hill 
Mary Brown 
Bhoda Grist 
Ann Cross 
Sarah Bush 
Esther Prince 
Eliza Ford 
Maria Bush, jun. 
Jane Walter 
Jane Nail. 



B. K. VASOT, PRINTEE, WARMINSTER. 
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